
Opening Statement 
 
Welcome the Madam Inspector and participants and observers online. Thank the 
Programme Officer and Democratic Services for organising and managing proceedings.   
  
Corby Borough Council is pleased to have submitted its Part 2 Local Plan for examination.  
  
We hope the opportunity to discuss matters raised by the Inspector and those making 
representations to our emerging local plan is both helpful and constructive. Members of the 
Council’s Local Plan team will be variously participating in the hearing sessions over the 
course of the week. They will be joined throughout the proceedings by Mr Rob Jameson, a 
specialist Town and Country Planning solicitor with particular experience in Local Plan 
examinations for Local Planning Authorities.  
 
The submitted plan is a product of many years of diligent work by both Officers and 
Members of Corby Borough Council and has evolved iteratively to reflect public consultation 
and the sustainability appraisal process. 
  
The Part 2 Local Plan follows on from and supports the Part 1 North Northamptonshire Joint 
Core Strategy that prescribes the key strategic decisions about overall strategy and levels of 
development. It seeks to complement that plan, not to duplicate or review any part of it. The 
adoption of the Part 2 Local Plan will be followed closely by an update of the Joint Core 
Strategy (to be known as the North Northamptonshire Strategy Plan) by the North 
Northamptonshire unitary authority formed in April 2021. 
  
The plan will form part of a suite of planning policy documents that includes a number of 
Supplementary Planning Documents and potentially neighbourhood plans, as well as a 
standalone Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocation Plan that will follow on as quickly as possible 
from the Part 2 Local Plan.  
 
The plan has been prepared in the context of ongoing urban regeneration and growth that 
has transformed the Borough since the turn of the century. The transformational change that 
reflects the Councils ambitious programme of regeneration and growth, working towards 
doubling the population with a complementary increase in jobs, prosperity and the quality of 
local public services has been facilitated by the positive strategic policies set out in the Joint 
Core Strategy. In recent years the Borough has consistently been one of the fastest growing 
Council areas in England which is a clear statement of the positive benefits of having an 
adopted Local Plan.  
  
The Part 2 Local Plan will reinforce the strategic policies in the Joint Core Strategy, to 
provide a comprehensive planning framework that continues to support the transformation of 
the Borough whilst protecting and enhancing its assets, through allocating additional sites to 
meet housing and employment needs, improving and promoting a network of local centres, 
setting out additional more detailed policy requirements to guide development management 
decisions and reviewing the saved policies of the 1997 Corby Borough Local Plan. Particular 
attention is given to the accommodation needs of an ageing population including those with 
special care requirements and people with disabilities and the needs of others with self-build 
aspirations.  
  
With the proposed changes outlined to the Inspector in February 2020 (EXAM1A), the 
Council considers that it has a sound and positive plan which will contribute positively to the 
vision, strategy and strategic policies of the Joint Core Strategy and will also support and 
complement the Councils existing corporate strategies. The Council is encouraged by the 
wide public support for the Plan, reflected in the low volume of representations and 
participants at the Examination. It is hoped, given this that the plan will be found sound. 



Where it is concluded that there are main modifications necessary to achieve this 
conclusion, these will as previously indicated, be accepted and incorporated by Corby 
Borough Council.  

 
Iain M Smith 
Head of Planning and Environmental Services & Interim Head of Housing (Landlord 
Services, Housing Strategy, Homelessness & Community Safety) 

 


