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1 

MATTER 7: VILLAGE AND RURAL AREAS 

Policy 12: Settlement Boundaries 

1. Is the basis for defining settlement boundaries objective, consistent, and justified 
with robust evidence? Why are they necessary, what is their purpose?  

And; 

2. Is the approach of defining settlement limits too restrictive? Is it consistent with 
the objective of promoting sustainable development in rural areas, being 
responsive to local circumstances and supporting housing that reflects local 
need?  (Framework Paras 77 and 78). 

1. The Corby Part 2 Plan should not rule out allocating or enabling sites to be delivered beyond 
settlement limits if the settlement is sustainable. Gladman consider that the proposed approach 
to development beyond settlement boundaries is too restrictive and should be revised. In 
response, Gladman suggest a changed emphasis to a criteria-based approach to support 
sustainable development at suitable locations; Policy HOU5 of the Ashford Local Plan provides 
a framework in which decisions can be made about windfall development proposals located 
beyond the settlement boundary and is provided at Appendix 2 of our representations on the 
Regulation 19 version of the Local Plan. 
 

2. The approach proposed by Policy 12 is too restrictive and is contrary to JCS Policy 29, which 
indicates that levels of housing development in excess of the identified requirements for the 
named Villages and Rural Areas will only be permitted where tested and supported through 
Part 2 Local Plans or Neighbourhood Plans. These plans should also identify the phasing of 
individual housing sites in the rural areas to ensure that development opportunities are not 
exhausted early in the plan period.  The restrictive approach taken through the Part 2 Plan 
towards the allocation of sites and the setting of settlement boundaries fails to provide such 
development opportunities in these settlements over the remainder of the plan period. 

 
3. The proposed approach severely limits the ability to maintain choice and competition in the 

market over the remainder of the plan period to 2031, at a time when the Government is 
actively looking to support the role of Small and Medium Sized House Builders in assisting the 
economic recovery in the face of Covid-191. 

 
1  Changes to the Current Planning System - Consultation on Changes to Planning Policy and Regulations, MHCLG, August 2020 


