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HEARING STATEMENT – MATTER 11 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This statement sets out the response of Corby Borough Council to the following 

questions raised by the Inspector relating to Matter 11 of the examination into the Part 
2 Local Plan for Corby (the Plan). 

 
1.2 References used in this statement (e.g. JCS1) relate to documents held in the 

Examination Library available on the Council’s website on the Evidence Base 
Documents webpage1. 

 
2. Response of Corby Borough Council to the specific issues and questions 

relating to Matter 11 – Other Policies, Implementation and Monitoring 
 

Q1. Does the Plan provide policy guidance on all matters necessary to manage 
development in the borough? In particular, what is the justification for not 
including heritage policies on specific heritage assets and non-designated 
heritage assets? 

 
2.1 Yes. The purpose and scope of the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby is to provide detailed 

local planning policies that can be applied in the determination of planning applications 
and to replace the saved policies in the 1997 Corby Borough Local Plan and to create 
detailed locally specific policies and site allocations to complement the strategic vision 
and policies in the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (the JCS) (JCS1).  

 
2.2 The scope and content of the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby is consistent with it being 

Part 2 of the Local Plan. The JCS (JCS1) adopted in July 2016 forms Part 1 of the 
Local Plan, covering strategic issues for North Northamptonshire, including for Corby. 
It is therefore outside the scope of the Part 2 Plan to review or replace any of the 
strategic policies within the JCS (JCS1), including heritage policies that are considered 
to provide a comprehensive and positive strategy for the conservation and 
enhancement of the historic environment.  

 
2.3 All designated heritage assets are identified in Appendix 2 of the Part 2 Local Plan and 

displayed along with non-designated heritage assets on the Part 2 Local Plan Policies 
Map to assist with the implementation of Policy 2 (Historic Environment) of the JCS 
(JCS1). 

 
2.4 The Statement of Common Ground between Historic England and Corby Borough 

Council (EXAM2) sets out the justification for not including heritage policies on specific 
heritage assets and non-designated heritage assets (paragraphs 4.10 to 4.13).  

 
2.5 The Part 2 Plan has therefore been prepared to be in conformity with and to 

complement the JCS (JCS1). The Part 2 Plan adds additional locally specific detail 
where appropriate to assist the development management process, and identify local 
priorities for investment. The response of the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning 
and Delivery Unit (JPDU) to Regulation 19 confirmed that ‘the Plan is in conformity 
with the JCS (JCS1) and identifies the relevant local issues where additional guidance 
is required. It clearly recognises the existing policy framework within the JCS and the 
importance of not duplicating this’. It is considered therefore that the Part 2 Plan has 

                                                           
1 https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-
examination/evidence-base-0  

http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1086/joint_core_strategy_2011-2031_september16_final.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Statement%20of%20Common%20Ground%20with%20Historic%20England.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/evidence-base-0
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/evidence-base-0
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been prepared with appropriate regard to existing adopted Local Plan documents, in 
line with national guidance. 

 
2.6 The Part 2 Local Plan is considered to be a comprehensive document that 

complements the JCS (JCS1), and provides appropriate policy guidance on all matters 
necessary to manage development in the borough within its role as a non-strategic, 
locally focused Part 2 Plan alongside the JCS (JCS1) and national policy and 
guidance. 

 
Q2. Paragraph 125 of the Framework states that a Plan should set out a clear 
design vision and expectations so that applicants have as much certainty as 
possible about what is likely to be acceptable. Does the P2LP adequately meet 
this requirement? Are local design standards required? 

 
2.7 The Part 2 Local Plan must be read alongside the JCS (JCS1) which sets out clear 

expectations for the design of new development and how these should be achieved, 
including Policy 8 (North Northamptonshire Place Shaping Principles) that provides a 
checklist of the key issues that need to be considered by applicants and decision 
makers in delivering the highest possible quality of development and Policy 15 (Well-
Connected Towns, Villages and Neighbourhoods) that emphasises the importance of 
connectivity.  

 
2.8 The Part 2 Local Plan builds upon existing policies within the JCS (JCS1) to provide 

further site specific development principles for the non-strategic housing site 
allocations and town centre redevelopment opportunity sites that set clear 
requirements for the delivery of those sites taking into account the distinctive 
characteristics of each site based on local evidence. The Part 2 Local Plan also 
supports good design principles within housing for older person’s housing.   

 
2.9 The strategic design policies in the JCS (JCS1) are supported by a significant amount 

of supplementary guidance relating to good design. This includes the Sustainable 
Design SPD (CD-SPD7) and Biodiversity SPD (CD-SPD5). The JPDU are currently 
coordinating the preparation of further design guidance on behalf of the partner 
planning authorities within North Northamptonshire to elaborate on the JCS (JCS1) 
and respond to national policy and guidance on design and provide local design 
standards2. 

 
Q3. Are the Plan’s monitoring provisions justified and effective? 

 
2.10 The National Planning Practice Guidance (CD-UK1) (Paragraph 073, reference ID: 61-

073-20190315. Revision date 15 03 2019) requires that information on how the 
implementation of policies and proposals in the Local Plan is progressing be monitored 
and reported on a regular basis. 

 
2.11 To meet this requirement, Table 11 of the Part 2 Local Plan details the monitoring 

framework.  
 
2.12 The Council has proposed a modification to the monitoring framework within the 

Schedule of Proposed Changes to the Part 2 Local Plan Publication Draft (Pre-
Submission) (SubD6) to reflect the proposed deletion of Policy H3 and include more 

                                                           
2 North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee, 3 September 2020 

https://www.kettering.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/1854/north_northamptonshire_joint_planning_committ
ee 
 

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Sustainable%20Design%20SPD%20-%20low%20res%20June%2009.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Biodiversity%20SPD.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Schedule%20of%20Proposed%20Changes%20to%20the%20Publication%20Draft%20%28Pre-Submission%29%2C%20Dec%202019.pdf
https://www.kettering.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/1854/north_northamptonshire_joint_planning_committee
https://www.kettering.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/1854/north_northamptonshire_joint_planning_committee
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detailed information to ensure that there would be clear and effective mechanisms to 
monitor the Part 2 Local Plan.  

 
2.13 The monitoring framework as proposed to be modified in the Schedule of Proposed 

Changes to the Part 2 Local Plan Publication Draft (Pre-Submission) (SubD6) includes 
specific monitoring indicators for each individual policy within the Plan. It monitors the 
delivery of the Local Plan and identifies progress and provides an early indicator of 
issues to be addressed. This should be read in conjunction with Table 9 of the JCS 
(JCS1) which sets out a performance indicators and targets for monitoring of strategic 
policies. Progress on the Local Plan will be reported through the Authorities Monitoring 
Report. These monitoring arrangements are considered to be robust and effective.  

 
Q4. Does Table 11, Monitoring Framework, or the associated reasoned 
justification, need to be modified to reflect the changes to the Use Classes Order 
that will come into effect on 1 September 2020? 

 
2.14 In light of changes to Policy 9 and 10 proposed in response to Q10 of the Matter 8 

Statement and changes to Policy 20 proposed in response to Q6a of the Matter 9 
Statement, it is felt that the following amendments should be made to the Monitoring 
Framework set out in Table 11 of the submitted Part 2 Local Plan (SubD7a): 

 

Policy 9 
Employment Uses 
in Established 
Industrial Estates 

The amount of 
additional 
employmentB use 
floor space 
provided within 
established 
industrial estates 
 
Projects enhancing 
the physical 
environment and 
infrastructure of 
established 
industrial estates 

No specific target Maintain and 
enhance 
employment 
opportunities and 
to reduce the 
disparities arising 
from unequal 
access to jobs 
 
Retain and 
enhance the 
factors which are 
conducive to 
wealth creation, 
including 
infrastructure and 
the local strengths 
and qualities that 
are attractive to 
visitors and 
investors 

Policy 10 
Non Employment 
Uses in 
Established 
Industrial Estates 

Amount of non-
employmentB uses 
floorspace in 
established 
industrial estates 
 
Projects enhancing 
the physical 
environment and 
infrastructure of 
established 
industrial estates 

No loss of 
employmentB uses 
floorspace in 
Established 
Industrial Estates, 
unless it can be 
demonstrated that 
that the site is no 
longer suitable for 
employment uses 

Maintain and 
enhance 
employment 
opportunities and 
to reduce the 
disparities arising 
from unequal 
access to jobs 
 
Retain and 
enhance the 
factors which are 
conducive to 

file://///corby.gov.uk/data/Common/Planning/LOCAL%20PLANS/Planning%20Policy/Plan%20Making/Local%20Plan/Examination/Written%20Statements/Response%20to%20Matter%206%20Gypsy%20and%20Travellers.docx
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wealth creation, 
including 
infrastructure and 
the local strengths 
and qualities that 
are attractive to 
visitors and 
investors 

Policy 20 
Change of Use of 
Shops Outside the 
Defined Centres 

Loss or gain of 
retail use outside 
the defined centres 

Limit the net loss 
of A1 retail use 
outside the defined 
centres 

Protect and 
enhance the 
vitality and viability 
of town centres 
and market towns 

 
2.15 It is considered that no further amendments are required to the Monitoring Framework 

or the associated reasoned justification as a result of changes to the Use Classes 
Order published in the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) (Amendment) 
(England) Regulations 2020. 

 
Q5. Do any other parts of the Plan need to be modified to reflect the changes to 
the Use Classes Order that will come into effect on 1 September 2020? 

 
2.16 Please see the Council’s response to Q10 in its Matter 8 Statement in respect to 

policies 8, 9 and 10 and the Council’s response to Q6a and Q7a in its Matter 9 
Statement in respect to policies 20 and 21. For the remaining policies in the Part 2 
Local Plan Publication Draft (Submission) (SubD7a), the table at Appendix 1 provides 
an assessment against the changes to the Use Classes Order published in the Town 
and Country Planning (Use Classes) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2020. This 
indicates that no further modifications are considered necessary.   
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Appendix 1 
 

Policy Comments Is a change 
required? 

Policy 1 – Open Space, Sport and 
Recreation 

The first part of Policy 1 mirrors 
Policy 7 c) of the Joint Core 
Strategy (JCS1) to provide for the 
retention and enhancement of 
existing community assets, 
services and facilities. Some of the 
uses protected under these policies 
currently fall within Use Classes A4 
(pub or drinking establishment), D1 
(clinics, health centres, crèches, 
day nurseries and day centres) and 
D2 (cinemas, concert halls, bingo 
halls, dance halls, gyms and indoor 
recreations not involving motorised 
vehicles or firearms) which are 
being subsumed into the new Use 
Class E (commercial, business and 
service), F.1 (learning and non-
residential institutions) and F.2 
(local community). Most significant 
for Policy 1 of the Part 2 Local Plan 
and Policy 7 of the Joint Core 
Strategy is that changes of use 
within the amalgamated Use Class 
E from 1 September 2020 will not 
constitute development, and 
therefore the amendments remove 
the ability for the Local Planning 
Authorities to control changes of 
use through the existing policies 
and essentially reduce the 
coverage of the policies to 
retention and enhancement of uses 
within the new Use Class F.1 and 
F.2. Notwithstanding this, the 
policies will continue to offer 
protection for key community 
assets, services and facilities in 
accordance with paragraph 20 c) 
and paragraph 92 of the National 
Planning Policy Framework (the 
NPPF) (CD-UK2), and therefore no 
amendment is necessary. 

No 

Policy 2 – Health and Wellbeing Policy 2 is not linked to Use Class 
considerations 

No 

Policy 3 – Secondary School 
Opportunity Site 

Policy 3 is not linked to Use Class 
considerations 

No 

Policy 4 – Electronic 
Communication 

Policy 4 is not linked to Use Class 
considerations 

No 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
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Policy 5 – Bad Neighbour Uses Policy 5 is not linked to Use Class 
considerations 

No 

Policy 6 – Green Infrastructure 
Corridors 

Policy 6 is not linked to Use Class 
considerations 

No 

Policy 7 – Local Green Space Policy 7 is not linked to Use Class 
considerations 

No 

Policy 8 – Employment Land 
Provision 

See response to Question 10 of Matter 8 

Policy 9 – Employment Uses in 
Established Industrial Estates 

See response to Question 10 of Matter 8 

Policy 10 – Non Employment Uses 
(non-B) in Established Industrial 
Estates 

See response to Question 10 of Matter 8 

Policy 11 – Delivering Housing Policy 11 is not linked to Use Class 
considerations 

No 

Policy H1 – Builders Yard, 
Rockingham Road 

Policy H1 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy H2 – Maple House, Canada 
Square 

Policy H2 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy H4 – Land at Station Road Policy H4 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy H5 – Land off Elizabeth 
Street 

Policy H5 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy H6 – Pluto, Gainsborough 
Road 

Policy H6 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy H7 – Cheltenham Road Policy H7 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy 12 – Custom and Self-Build Policy 12 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy 13 – Single Plot Exception 
Sites for Custom and Self-Build 

Policy 13 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy 14 – Gypsies and Travellers Policy 14 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy 15 – Specialist Housing and 
Older People’s Accommodation 

Policy 15 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy 16 – Residential Gardens Policy 16 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy 17 – Settlement Boundaries Policy 17 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy 18 – Restraint Villages Policy 18 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy 19 – Network and Hierarchy 
of Centres 

Policy 19 is not linked to Use Class 
considerations 

No 
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Policy 20 – Change of Use of 
Shops Outside the Defined Centres 

See response to Question 6a of Matter 9 

Policy 21 – Primary Shopping 
Areas 

See response to Question 7a of Matter 9 

Policy 22 – Regeneration Strategy 
for Corby Town Centre 

Policy 22 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy 23 – Spatial Framework for 
Corby Town Centre 

Policy 23 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy 24 – Corby Town Centre 
Redevelopment Opportunities 

Policy 24 is not linked to Use Class 

considerations 
No 

Policy TC1 – Parkland Gateway Policy TC1 is not linked to Use 

Class considerations 
No 

Policy TC2 – Everest Lane Policy TC2 is not linked to Use 

Class considerations 
No 

Policy TC3 – Former Co-Op, 
Alexandra Road 

Policy TC3 is not linked to Use 

Class considerations 
No 

Policy TC4 – Oasis Retail Park Policy TC4 is not linked to Use 

Class considerations 
No 

 


