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HEARING STATEMENT – MATTER 10 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This statement sets out the response of Corby Borough Council to the following 

questions raised by the Inspector relating to Matter 10 of the examination into the Part 
2 Local Plan for Corby (the Plan). 

 
1.2 References used in this statement (e.g. PMS-PD6) relate to documents held in the 

Examination Library available on the Council’s website on the Evidence Base 
Documents webpage1. 

 
1.3 The following additional documents have been added to the examination library 

following reference within this statement. 
 

 North Northamptonshire Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan, May 2014 (EB-ENV2) 

 Report to Local Plan Committee on 27 March 2019 – Part 2 Local Plan (PMS-PD6) 

 Report to Local Plan Committee on 27 March 2019 – Application for Local Green 
Space Designation: Middleton Community Orchard (EB-ENV3) 
 

2. Response of Corby Borough Council to the specific issues and questions 
relating to Matter 10 – Natural Assets (Policies 6 and 7) 

 
Policy 6 Green Infrastructure (GI) corridors 

 
Q1. Has the identification of the GI corridors followed a robust and up to date 
assessment? 

 
2.1 Yes. The report to Local Plan Committee on 27 March 2019 (PMS-PD6) outlines the 

approach undertaken in assessing and identifying the Green Infrastructure (GI) 
corridors. The Joint Core Strategy (the JCS) (JCS1) sets out the network of sub-
regional and local GI corridors, with Policy 19 (The Delivery of Green Infrastructure) 
providing the framework for managing development and investment to secure a net 
gain in GI, whilst ensuring the protection and enhancement of the GI network. 

 
2.2 The Part 2 Local Plan identifies neighbourhood GI corridors and refines the local GI 

corridors to supplement the sub-regional and local GI corridors within the Joint Core 
Strategy. A number of evidence base documents have informed the neighbourhood 
and refined local corridors; these include the master plans for Weldon Park, Priors Hall 
Park and West Corby sustainable urban extensions, as well as the evidence that does 
not relate to specific development schemes, including the Local Framework Study for 
Corby (EB-IV2), updates from Northamptonshire County Council, the Open Space, 
Sports and Recreation Facilities Assessment (EB-OS1c), Habitat Opportunity Mapping 
and discussions with neighbouring authorities, with reference to cross-boundary 
studies including the Green Infrastructure Feasibility Report for the East 
Northamptonshire Greenway route between Oundle and Weldon (CD-NA1), the 
Welland Valley Route Feasibility Study (EB-TRA2)  and the Kettering Green 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan (CD-NA2). 

 
2.3 A desk-based review of the evidence was undertaken using GIS mapping and aerial 

photography to refine and align the corridors in the context of the wider GI network, 
which is shown in Appendix 4 of the Plan. 

                                                           
1 https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-
examination/evidence-base-0  

http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1227/7__appendix_1_full_gidp_june_2014.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby_3.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Application%20for%20Local%20Green%20Space%20Designation.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby_3.pdf
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1086/joint_core_strategy_2011-2031_september16_final.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Local%20Framework%20Study%20for%20Corby.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Open%20Space%20Assessment%20Report%20November%202017.pdf
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/11058/oundle_to_weldon_feasibility_report
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Welland%20Valley%20Draft%20Feasibility%20Study.pdf
https://www.kettering.gov.uk/downloads/file/18170/green_infrastructure_deliver_plan_march_2018
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/evidence-base-0
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/evidence-base-0
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2.4 The Council proposes three main modifications to Policy 6 as outlined within the 

schedule of proposed changes to the Publication Draft Plan, which is included as 
Appendix 1 to the Council’s response to the Inspectors Initial Questions (EXAM1A). 
Main modification MM8 proposes an additional criteria to ensure that wherever 
possible new tree and hedgerow planting connects to or is provided within the GI 
corridors, to reflect comments made by Natural England to the Publication Draft Plan. 
Natural England have confirmed that they are satisfied with Policy 6 subject to this 
proposed change. The other proposed modifications are explained further in the 
following responses. 

 
Q2. Why are the GI corridors shown ‘indicatively’ on the Policies Map? 

 
2.5 The National Planning Practice Guidance (CD-UK1) (Paragraph: 002 Reference ID: 

61-002-20190315) says that the policies map should illustrate geographically the 
policies in the plan, as such the Policies Maps in Appendix 5 to the Plan provide a 
graphical indication of the corridor locations, to which Policy 6 relates. 

 
2.6 The extent of the GI corridors identified in the Part 2 Local Plan are shown indicatively 

on the Policies Map to enable a degree of flexibility. 
 
2.7 The identified GI corridors are multifunctional spaces that reflect and enhance the 

character of the local environment and also operate at a landscape scale across the 
whole borough. It is considered in the interests of positive place shaping that 
connectivity to the corridors and wider network should become an integral feature to 
the design and identity of development in close proximity to a GI corridor, for both 
public and wildlife benefits. Paragraph 5.3 of the supporting text explains that the 
network of designated natural assets is not the entirety of the network and it is vital to 
consider the corridors and linkages between the sites as well as the sites themselves. 
It is therefore not appropriate to be too prescriptive regarding the form and location of 
the corridors as there may be occasions when this would need to be applied flexibly. 

 
2.8 Additional modifications (AM46-56) are proposed to the GI network shown in Appendix 

4 of the Plan and the policies maps in Appendix 5 of the Plan to ensure consistency 
with the Joint Core Strategy and to address specific requests for clarity, which were 
received in response to the consultation on the Publication Draft Plan. Natural England 
have confirmed the proposed additional modifications provide sufficient clarity to 
satisfy their representations to the Publication Draft Plan. 

 
Q3. What is the justification for the policy applying to all development, 
irrespective of its proximity to a GI Corridor? 

 
2.9 Paragraph 5.11 of the Part 2 Local Plan explains that the protection and enhancement 

of the GI network is achievable on developments that may be within or near to 
corridors. The Council acknowledges that not all development will relate to GI corridors 
and proposes that the word “All” be deleted from the policy as outlined within MM7. 
This proposed modification (MM7) is considered to address the representations made 
by Urban and Civic Corby Ltd to the Publication Draft Plan seeking clarification in 
applying Policy 6. A further modification is proposed (MM9) to also address 
representations to this policy. 

 
Q4. Is the policy effective in outlining how mitigation and compensation 
measures will be secured and in what circumstances developer contributions to 
improve the quality of GI will be sought? 

 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Inspectors%20Letter%20280220_Redacted.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
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2.10 Yes.  Policy 6 is clear in requiring development to be designed to protect and enhance 
the GI network. Criteria a) to d) sets out the ways in which mitigation measures will be 
achieved and with criteria d) and e) outline the compensation measures. Paragraph 
5.12 of the supporting text provides further clarity by explaining there may be cases 
where there is an unavoidable need to trade off existing GI assets to meet social and 
economic needs. This should be offset by appropriate mitigation and compensation 
measures to enhance the functionality of other GI assets elsewhere within the GI 
network. 

 
2.11 A main modification (MM9) is proposed to criteria e) of Policy 6 to address 

representations from Gladman Developments, and improve the overall clarity of the 
policy. It is considered with this proposed modification that the policy is clear and 
effective in stating that developer contributions may be sought where necessary and 
reasonably required to support development. Policy 6 should be read together with 
Paragraph 56 of the National Planning Policy Framework (the NPPF) (CD-UK2) and 
Policy 10 of the JCS (JCS1). 

 
2.12 The Council’s Planning Obligations SPD (CD-SPD3) encourages developers to 

prepare master plans for larger developments to translate GI aspirations into detailed 
proposals. Paragraph 2.4.7 of the SPD also states that the need for planning 
obligations will be determined on a case by case basis from developments of 10 
dwellings having regard to the tests set out in regulation 122 and 123 of the CIL 
Regulations. 

 
2.13 The North Northamptonshire Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan (EB-ENV2) 

summarises the GI projects planned and underway in North Northamptonshire, which 
require significant investment to provide a net gain in GI and improve the overall GI 
network. 

 
Q5. Is it clear to decision makers, developers and the community how Policy 6 
will apply in respect to public open space in new development located within GI 
corridors? 

 
2.14 Policy 6 alone and in combination with Policy 1 (Open Space, Sport and Recreation) 

of the Part 2 Local Plan is sufficiently clear to decision makers, developers and the 
community in seeking to locate new open space within GI corridors. Criteria c) of Policy 
6 aims to ensure that new open space be connected to or provided within the identified 
GI corridors. Similarly Policy 1 encourages new open spaces, sports and recreational 
facilities to be linked to the wider GI corridor network where possible. 

 
Policy 7 Local Green Space (LGS) 

 
Q6. Is the basis for assessing, selecting and rejecting Local Green Space 
objective, consistent, and justified with robust evidence?  Is it clear to decision 
makers, developers and the community that Policy 7 seeks to designate the 
Community Orchard as LGS in the Plan? 

 
2.15 Paragraph 99 of the NPPF (CD-UK2) supports the designation of land as Local Green 

Space, allowing local communities to identify and protect green areas of particular local 
importance. The designation should only be used where the green space is in 
reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; is demonstrably special to a local 
community and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, 
historic significance, recreational value, tranquillity or richness of wildlife; is local in 
character and not an extensive tract of land. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/FINAL%20Planning%20Obligations%20SPD%2002-05-17.pdf
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1227/7__appendix_1_full_gidp_june_2014.pdf
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2.16 Local Green Space Designation Technical Guidance Note (EB-ENV1a) sets out the 
Council’s methodology for assessing potential Local Green Space sites, in accordance 
with paragraphs 99-101 of the NPPF (CD-UK2) and National Planning Practice 
Guidance (CD-UK1). A supporting questionnaire (EB-ENV1b) has also been prepared, 
to be completed by those nominating a potential Local Green Space. The guidance note 
and questionnaire provide a consistent and transparent approach to assessing potential 
Local Green Space sites for designation, consistent with national policy and guidance. 
 

2.17 The Council published the guidance note alongside the Emerging Draft Options Plan 
for consultation (PMS-EDO1a) and invited applications to designate Local Green 
Spaces as part of this consultation. This provided the opportunity for local communities 
to identify those areas that are of particular importance to them and to propose them 
for inclusion as Local Green Space within the Plan. Middleton Community Orchard is 
the only potential Local Green Space site that was submitted for evaluation. 
 

2.18 The report to Local Plan Committee on 27 March 2019 (EB-ENV3) outlines the 
evaluation of Middleton Community Orchard against the Local Green Space 
designation criteria developed within the technical guidance note (EB-ENV1a). This 
report demonstrates that Middleton Community Orchard meets the criteria for Local 
Green Space designation and provides the basis for inclusion within the Plan. 
 

2.19 Paragraph 5.15 of the Plan confirms that the Middleton Community Orchard meets the 
criteria to be a designated Local Green Space, which is shown graphically on the 
Cottingham and Middleton Inset Policies Map as Appendix 5.4 of the Plan. This is 
considered to be sufficiently clear to all parties. 

 
Q7. Is the policy consistent with paragraph 101 of the Framework in managing 
development within a Local Green Space? 

 
2.20 Paragraph 101 of the NPPF (CD-UK2) states that policies for managing development 

within a Local Green Space should be consistent with those for Green Belts. Paragraph 
143 of the NPPF (CD-UK2) states that inappropriate development, which by definition 
is development that would be harmful to the Green Belt, should not be approved except 
in very special circumstances. Paragraphs 145 and 146 outline the exceptions, which 
would constitute very special circumstances, where the resulting harm of the proposals 
is clearly outweighed by other considerations. 
 

2.21 Policy 7 of the Part 2 Local Plan states that planning permission will not be granted 
except in very special circumstances for development which adversely affects a 
designated Local Green Space, and paragraph 5.16 of the supporting text provides 
details of those very special circumstances where permission could be permitted. It is 
considered the Council’s approach within Policy 7 is consistent with paragraph 101 of 
the NPPF (CD-UK2). 

 

 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Technical%20Guidance%20Note%20-%20Local%20Green%20Space%20Designation.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Appendix%201%20-%20Local%20Green%20Space%20Designation%20Questionnaire.docx
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby%20-%20Emerging%20Draft%20Options%20Consultation%20Document.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Application%20for%20Local%20Green%20Space%20Designation.pdf

