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HEARING STATEMENT – MATTER 1 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This statement sets out the response of Corby Borough Council to the following 

questions raised by the Inspector relating to Matter 1 of the examination into the Part 
2 Local Plan for Corby (the Plan). 

 
1.2 References used in this statement (e.g. JCS1) relate to documents held in the 

Examination Library available on the Council’s website on the Evidence Base 
Documents webpage1. 

 
1.3 The following additional document has been added to the examination library following 

reference within this statement. 
 

 Inspectors Report on the Examination into the North Northamptonshire Joint 

Core Strategy, June 2016 (JCS-SD-EB5) 

 North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee Report – Review of the North 

Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy, 25 July 2019 (JCS-SD5) 

2. Response of Corby Borough Council to the specific issues and questions 
relating to Matter 1 – Legal Compliance and Duty to Cooperate 

 
Issue: Has the Plan been prepared in accordance with the legal and procedural 
requirements and has the duty to cooperate been met? 
 
1a) Duty to Cooperate (DtC) 

Q1. What strategic, cross-border matters have arisen through the preparation of 

the Plan and what cooperation took place to resolve them?  

2.1 Due to the joint preparation of work to inform the North Northamptonshire Joint Core 
Strategy (the JCS) (JCS1) which included extensive technical work between the 
member local authorities (Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and East 
Northamptonshire Councils) strategic cross-boundary issues had previously been 
identified and resolved. For example, the JCS (JCS1) was supported by studies 
completed on matters including population, transport, employment, housing, retailing, 
flood risk, strategic sites and the urban structure of settlements. In most, if not all, 
cases the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning and Delivery Unit (JPDU) led on the 
production of these studies with input and sign-off from member authorities and the 
same arrangements took place as the JCS (JCS1) was drafted and examined by an 
independent planning inspector. The Part 2 Local Plan makes no attempt to revisit 
strategic cross-boundary issues which are dealt with through the preparation of the 
JCS (JCS1). 

 
2.2 Corby Borough Council consider that the Duty to Cooperate has been fulfilled in 

relation to the preparation of the Part 2 Local Plan and that there are no cross boundary 
issues arising from the document that have not been addressed through higher level 
strategic documents. 

 
2.3 The Part 2 Local Plan contains local rather than strategic policies. In order to provide 

a full answer to this question it is noted that cross-boundary discussions took place at 

                                                           
1 https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-
examination/evidence-base-0  

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/NN%20JCS%20Exam%20Final%20Report%2022-06-16(1).pdf
https://www.kettering.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/14364/6_north_northamptonshire_joint_core_strategy_review
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1086/joint_core_strategy_2011-2031_september16_final.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/evidence-base-0
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/evidence-base-0
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a local scale. Details of these are provided in the Revised Statement of Compliance 
with the Duty to Cooperate (PMS-S3).  

 
Q2. Has the cooperation between neighbouring authorities been constructive 
and proactive?  

 
2.4 Yes, as described above Corby Borough Council has a strong history of working with 

its neighbouring planning authorities through the JPDU and this has included work on 
the JCS (JCS1) and its predecessor Core Spatial Strategy. Both Harborough District 
and Rutland County Councils have been consulted on the preparation of these 
documents. A series of regular meetings also take place at officer and member level 
to progress the development and implementation of the JCS (JCS1) and other planning 
matters of common interest. These include:  

 

 North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee 

 North Northamptonshire Joint Delivery Committee 

 North Northamptonshire Policy Wider Team Meeting 

 North Northamptonshire Monitoring Officers Group 
 
2.5 Further details of these Groups can be found on pages 5 to 7 of the Revised Statement 

of Compliance with the Duty to Cooperate (PMS-S3). 
 
2.6 Each of Corby’s Neighbouring Local Authorities (as well as the Borough of 

Wellingborough which does not share a boundary) were consulted at the key stages 
in the preparation of the Part 2 Local Plan (first and second Regulation 18 
consultations, November 2016 and July 2018 respectively and Regulation 19, August 
2019) and collaborated in the preparation of technical evidence. Details of meetings 
and responses at each stage of consultation with neighbouring authorities are 
described in the Statement of Compliance with the Duty to Cooperate (PMS-S3). 

 
2.7 The Council is not aware of any correspondence or discussions which could not be 

described as constructive nor instances which have not led to an agreed outcome. In 
the case of Harborough District Council, for example, the Revised Statement of 
Compliance with the Duty to Cooperate (PMS-S3) notes the positive comments the 
Council makes in relation to the ambitions set out in the Part 2 Local Plan (page 10). 

 
Q3. What specific actions were identified as a result of dialogue with 
neighbouring authorities? What were the outcomes and how did they shape the 
preparation of the Plan?  

 
2.8 As described in the response to Question 1 above, there are no cross boundary issues 

arising from the document that have not been addressed through higher level strategic 
documents, principally the JCS (JCS1). Responses from both Harborough District and 
Rutland County Councils to all stages of the consultation were positive. As a result the 
only notable change as a result of dialogue between neighbouring authorities was 
refinement of Green Infrastructure corridors as a result of discussions with East 
Northamptonshire and Kettering Councils described above under the response to 
Question 1. The submission Green Infrastructure corridors can be found in Appendix 
5 – Policies Map (Submission) (SubD7e). 

 
2.9 Regular meetings are held between the family of North Northamptonshire local 

planning officers which include updates to Part 2 Local Plans as a standing item for 
discussion, notably the North Northamptonshire Policy Wider Team/Housing Strategy 
meeting which is described on page 6 of the Revised Statement of Compliance with 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Revised%20Duty%20to%20Cooperate%20Statement%20of%20Compliance.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Appendix%205%20-%20Policies%20Map%20%28Submission%29%2C%20December%202019.pdf
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the Duty to Cooperate (PMS-S3). Whilst these meetings provided a valuable 
opportunity to share knowledge and experience, no specific actions were identified 
which led to changes to the Part 2 Local Plan in the case of Corby.  

 
Q4. How does the Plan satisfy the DtC in planning for the longer-term economic 
growth anticipated as a result of the Oxford-Cambridge Arc?  

 
2.10 The Council recognises the potential of the Oxford-Cambridge Arc area as a 

strategically important location to stimulate economic growth in the national interest 
over the long term to 2050. Paragraph 2.4 of the submitted Part 2 Local Plan 
recognises that Corby is in a strong position to both contribute and benefit from the 
Oxford-Cambridge Arc (SubD7a). 

 
2.11 Planning for the longer-term economic growth anticipated as a result of the Oxford-

Cambridge Arc is a strategic issue to be addressed in the North Northamptonshire 
Strategic Plan. Due to the strategic importance of the Arc, the JPDU are leading on 
inputting into this work and its implications on behalf of the North Northamptonshire 
local authorities. Preparation of the North Northamptonshire Strategic Plan provides 
opportunities for duty to cooperate on strategic matters and issues. As reported to the 
North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee on 25 July 2019 (JCS-SD5), the 
proposed timetable for the preparation of the Arc spatial framework has slipped from 
that envisaged by the National Infrastructure Commission. This should ideally provide 
the strategic context for the JCS update and the JPDU will continue to input into this 
work. The JPDU and partner councils will continue to undertake preparatory technical 
work for the North Northamptonshire Strategic Plan, building on that already completed 
or commissioned in relation to the Arc.  

 
2.12 The JPDU participates in the Arc Place Group which is leading work on the spatial 

framework (reporting to Leaders and Chief Executives). In addition, officers from the 
JPDU and the Local Planning Authorities are continuing to input into Arc technical 
work, including on scenarios for economic growth across the Arc, and the associated 
housing and infrastructure that may be required to support this, through inputting into 
technical studies, the Place Group and other mechanisms such as the South East 
Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership Planners Forum.  

 
1b) Other legal and procedural requirements 

Q5. In preparing the Plan has consultation been undertaken in accordance with 

the Council’s adopted Statement of Community Involvement and the 

consultation requirements in the Regulations (Regulation 18 and 19 of the Town 

and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012)? 

2.13 Yes, the Part 2 Local Plan Scoping Consultation incorporating Issues and Options 

(PMS-IO1) and the Emerging Draft Options Consultation (PMS-EDO1a-c) were 

undertaken in accordance with the North Northamptonshire Statement of Community 

Involvement (SCI) adopted by Corby Borough Council in January 2014 (PMS-S2b). 

2.14 Section 4 of the 2014 SCI deals with local plan consultations and covered the earlier 

review of the JCS (JCS1) and “other site specific local plan documents that are 

prepared by the partner local planning authorities”. After summarising the process of 

Local Plan preparation and consultation and publicity that will be undertaken, the SCI 

states that electronic communication and online representations will be used as widely 

as possible. As described in the Statement of Consultation for Submission Plan 

(SubD4) online representations were encouraged by the Council (paragraph 4.7). The 

SCI recognises that ‘hard to reach groups’ may not have access to a computer; in such 

https://www.kettering.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/14364/6_north_northamptonshire_joint_core_strategy_review
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Reg%2018%20Scoping%20Document%20031116.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby%20-%20Emerging%20Draft%20Options%20Consultation%20Document.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Adopted%20SCI%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/FINAL%20Regulation%2022%20Statement%20of%20Consultation%2C%20December%202019_Redacted.pdf
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cases a hard copy of the documents can be made available, and letters will be sent to 

inform on consultation stages and that written representations will still be accepted. 

2.15 The Council made hard copies of documents available at public inspection points 

including Corby’s libraries. All versions of the Part 2 Local Plan offered postal 

responses as a means to feed in views and these were treated in the same way as 

electronic responses. The SCI also notes that where appropriate, press releases will 

be issued to seek local publicity. These were used and examples can be found in the 

Statement of Consultation for Submission Plan (SubD4) e.g. Appendix 10. The SCI 

notes that where a plan directly affects a particular community planning officers may 

attend meetings of the relevant Town and Parish Councils. Due to limited resources, 

forums and combined meetings will be preferred where plans affect a number of 

communities. The Council undertook this activity at the key stages of consultation. For 

example, the Statement of Consultation for Submission Plan (SubD4) notes that prior 

to the consultation period on the Part 2 Local Plan pre-submission (SubD1a-g) 

Planning Officers attended the Rural Area Forum meetings on 21 March 2019 to 

provide a presentation of key changes following the Emerging Draft Options 

consultation and 18 July 2019 to distribute hard copies of the Publication Draft 

document for consultation to all Parish Council representatives and explain the 

forthcoming consultation. Planning Officers also attended the Neighbourhood 

Association Chair’s Group on 13 June 2019 for the same purpose. It was re-iterated at 

these meetings that Planning Officers would be happy to attend individual Parish 

Council and Neighbourhood Association meetings, where required, to explain the 

content of the Publication Draft Plan for consultation and answer any questions. 

2.16 The SCI notes that in terms of who will be consulted on Local Plans the Councils have 

a long history of engagement with local residents, Parish and Town councils, 

businesses, stakeholders, community groups, voluntary organisations and others in 

preparing Local Plans. These make up an extensive consultation database. The JPDU 

and constituent authorities have consultation databases. In this regard Corby Borough 

Council is no exception with over 800 respondents on the Local Plan consultation 

database which was one of the primary methods of informing residents, businesses, 

agencies and others at key stages of consultation. Efforts are made to keep the 

database up to date with emails that fail to deliver investigated and anyone is able to 

request their details to be added (or removed) from the database at any time in line 

with the SCI. This forms the main basis of communicating consultation information with 

interested parties in relation to relevant Local Plans that are being prepared. Councils 

will also use their websites and other measures such as the local press to undertake 

consultation. The Council’s website is updated on a regular basis with details of 

evidence based documents, the Local Development Scheme (LDS) and other relevant 

information via dedicated pages linked from the Council’s main website 

(www.corby.gov.uk). In line with the SCI anyone who provides comments in response 

to the plan consultation will normally be added to the consultation database, unless 

they have requested not to be included. Also as required, from time to time, the Council 

reviews all its databases and contacts those on them by email or post to find out if they 

would like to remain on the database. 

2.17 The SCI notes that consultation with certain consultees is a statutory requirement, 

whereas others are discretionary. It notes two main groups: specific consultation 

bodies and general consultation bodies. Specific consultation bodies include 

government agencies, utility providers and other local authorities, which the Council is 

required to consult on Local Plans. General consultation bodies primarily relate to 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby%20Publication%20Draft%20%28Pre-Submission%29_0.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/
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interest groups, which are considered for consultation as appropriate. Table 1 in the 

SCI provides information on who the Council should engage with at each consultation 

stage. The Council has ensured that each of these bodies has been included on the 

consultation database. 

2.18 In terms of the Duty to Cooperate the SCI notes that the Localism Act 2011 introduced 

a new statutory ‘duty to cooperate’, whereby local planning authorities are required to 

work with neighbouring authorities and other public bodies in preparing the 

development plan for their area. A number of issues, such as housing provision, have 

implications across Council boundaries and local councils and other public bodies are 

required to work jointly on matters of this nature. These bodies are identified in table 2 

of the SCI, and consultation must form part of wider work to ensure cross boundary 

issues are identified and addressed where possible in plan preparation. It goes on to 

list the statutory bodies for Duty to Cooperate. The Council have produced a Revised 

Statement of Compliance with the Duty to Cooperate, Regulation 22 Report 

(Submission) (PMS-S3) which details in some depth how each of the statutory bodies 

have been consulted at each stage of the Part 2 Local Plan and how the Council have 

dealt with the comments received. 

2.19 On reaching everybody the SCI notes that there are some groups who have been 

traditionally under-represented in consultation exercises. The JDPU and councils will 

try to directly liaise with these ‘hard to reach’ groups through targeted engagement or 

specific techniques that takes account of their particular needs. As organisations the 

JDPU and Councils are committed to eliminating any forms of discrimination, ensuring 

that the impacts of the services provided and policies produced are minimised. Some 

plans or planning documents may affect certain communities differently and more 

significantly than others. Such impacts may need to be subjected to an equality impact 

assessment to identify any negative or differential impacts. These should be mitigated 

if they cannot be avoided. All planning policy documents will be screened to establish 

if an equality impact assessment is required. Corby Borough Council takes its equality 

duty very seriously and has screened the Part 2 Local Plan to enable a decision as to 

whether a full Equality Impact Assessment should be carried out. The results of this 

screening exercise can be found in the document Local Plan Equalities Impact 

Questionnaire (PMS-S4). The results of this screening exercise concluded that the 

policies within the Part 2 Local Plan had a positive impact on the Equality Target 

Groups and as a result a full impact assessment was not required. 

2.20 On consultation periods the SCI states that all consultation will be for a minimum of six 

weeks, unless legislation states otherwise. Where possible advance notice will be 

given ahead of statutory consultation periods to allow additional time, including over 

key holiday periods. The consultation period for each key stage of the Part 2 Local 

Plan was six weeks or more and advance notice was given of each consultation via 

press releases and email to the consultation database as detailed in the Statement of 

Consultation for Submission Plan (SubD4). 

2.21 On availability of documents the SCI notes that all consultation documents and 

supporting material will be made available in hard copy as well as in electronic format. 

Hard copies of all statutory documents will be made available for viewing at all libraries 

in the plan area and in the reception areas of the relevant district and borough councils. 

Press releases will also be issued. Hard copies of consultation documents will be sent 

on request to specific and general consultation bodies or hard to reach groups who do 

not have access to a computer. A charge to cover costs may be made for other 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Publication%20Draft%20Equality%20Questionnaire.pdf
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requests. All documents relating to the review of Part 2 Local Plans will be made 

available on the relevant district and borough council websites and can also be emailed 

on request. The Council met these requirements in each case as described in the 

Statement of Consultation for Submission Plan (SubD4), with the specific details 

already highlighted in the Council’s response to Question 6 below. At no stage has the 

Council charged any consultee for any consultation materials. 

2.22 On consultation stages the SCI notes that some stages of consultation, particularly the 

latter stages of the plan making process, are formal and are governed by statutory 

regulations. Earlier stages are more flexible. Figure 2 of the SCI shows key stages in 

the preparation of Local Plans and the consultation and engagement that will be carried 

out at each stage. When preparing local plans, the local authorities may carry out more 

extensive consultation than required by the regulations to ensure that on-going 

feedback can be obtained during the development of the Local Plan. The Council made 

a number of specific enquiries to agencies following consultation in order to ensure 

that the proposed responses adequately addressed the points being raised. For 

example more detailed correspondence was entered into with Natural England in the 

case of amendments to Policy 6 regarding green infrastructure corridors and planting 

of trees and hedgerows. A copy of this correspondence is available at Appendix 5 of 

the Council’s response to Inspector’s Initial Queries (EXAM1A). 

2.23 On dealing with the conclusions from the consultation the SCI notes that once a 

consultation period is over, all representations will be collated and a report prepared 

summarising the main issues raised and recommending how these should be 

addressed. This will include identifying if and how the emerging plan should be 

amended in the light of the representations. In the case of the Part 2 Local Plan for 

Corby this report will be considered by the Council’s Local Plans Committee. Members 

of the public can speak for a set time provided they request to do so in advance of the 

meeting. A Statement of publicity and consultation will be prepared to accompany a 

pre-submission Local Plan. This will set out the consultation undertaken, the nature of 

the response and how the main issues have been addressed in the plan. The above 

documents have been prepared by the Council and are available in the Examination 

library as follows: 

 Statement of Consultation, report on first Regulation 18 consultation (PMS-EDO4) 

 Summary of Representations to Part 2 Local Plan - Publication Draft (Pre-
Submission) and Council Response (PMS-PD4) 

 Regulation 22 Consultation Statement (SubD4) 
 
2.24 The Council’s Local Plan Committee meets bi-monthly and have received regular 

progress reports on the Part 2 Local Plan and have approved drafts for consultation at 
key stages in the process. These meetings have been open to the public. 

 
2.25 The Part 2 Local Plan Publication Draft (Pre-Submission) consultation (SubD1a-g) was 

undertaken in accordance with both the SCI published in 2014 and the revised SCI 
which was prepared by the JPDU and adopted by the Council in August 2019 (PMS-
S2a) based on emerging drafts of the SCI supplied by the JPDU. 

 
2.26 Regarding local plan consultations the 2019 SCI added guidance to section 3 about 

the use of social media to inform the public about stages of consultation. As reported 
in the Statement of Consultation for the Submission Plan (Regulation 22) (SubD4) 
regular social media alerts, including the Council’s Twitter feed, were issued prior to 
and during the consultation period. These were used to give details of specific drop-in 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Inspectors%20Letter%20280220_Redacted.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Statement%20of%20Consultation%20-%20P2LP%20Emerging%20Draft.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Summary%20of%20Representations%20and%20Officer%20Response.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/NN%20SCI%20July%202019%20adopted%20version.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/NN%20SCI%20July%202019%20adopted%20version.pdf
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events and Parish and Neighbourhood groups were encouraged to re-post where 
possible. The revised SCI also encourages evidence base documents to be made 
available as soon as they are published rather than waiting for specific consultation 
stages. This is now standard practice at the Council. LDS documents (PMS-S1a-f) are 
required to be regularly updated and published on the Council’s websites. The latest 
LDS was approved by the Council’s Local Plan Committee on 19 August 2020 (PMS-
S9). The revised SCI goes on to note that it is increasingly important to ensure that the 
public are made aware of issues that can arise within the early stages of the plan 
making process, such as potential local plan allocation sites. An example of a site 
notice to meet this requirement is given in Appendix 22 of the Statement of 
Consultation for Submission Plan (Regulation 22) (SubD4). As required by the SCI the 
Council included contact details for the Local Plan team in the event that the specific 
communities that could be affected by such an allocation required further information. 
A section on the data handling requirements of the 2018 Data Protection Act was also 
added to the 2019 SCI, noting that as of May 2018 it was made a lawful requirement 
through new General Data Protection Regulations for councils to gain consent from 
those on consultation databases to continue holding their personal information. In 
response the Council added the following notice to the Part 2 Local Plan: 

 
“Corby Borough Council is the data controller for the purposes of the Data Protection 
Act 1998 and other regulations including the General Data Protection Regulation 
(Regulation (EU) 2016/679). To provide this service, we will process your comment, 
name, email address and address. We are collecting this data because it is in the 
public interest to process this. Your name and comment may be made public as it will 
form part of the evidence base used to inform the creation of planning policy 
documents. The above purposes may require disclosure of any data received in 
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. We will use this information to 
assist in plan making and to contact you regarding the planning consultation process. 
We will hold this information for five years and we will contact you to see if you wish to 
be contacted as part of other planning consultations before this period expires.” 

 
2.27 An additional section in the revised SCI on the Duty to cooperate notes this is not a 

duty to agree. But local planning authorities should make every effort to secure the 
necessary cooperation on strategic cross boundary matters before they submit their 
Local Plans for examination. In order to demonstrate on-going joint working strategic 
plan making authorities are required to prepare and maintain statements of common 
ground documenting the cross-boundary matters being addressed and progress in 
cooperating to address these. These need to be produced using an approach set out 
in national guidance and will be made publicly available. Although the Part 2 Local 
Plan is not a strategic document the approach taken to the Duty to Cooperate meets 
these requirements and is described in the Revised Statement of Compliance with the 
Duty to Cooperate, Regulation 22 Report (Submission) (PMS-S3). 

 
2.28 The Council have checked that Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local 

Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 is covered by the requirements set out in the 
SCI. The Regulations state that in preparing a local plan local planning authorities must 
notify each of the bodies or persons specified in paragraph (2) [consultation bodies] of 
the subject of a local plan which the local planning authority propose to prepare, and 
invite each of them to make representations to the local planning authority about what 
a local plan with that subject ought to contain. Regulation 18 goes on to state that the 
bodies or persons referred to are such of the specific consultation bodies as the local 
planning authority consider may have an interest in the subject of the proposed local 
plan; such of the general consultation bodies as the local planning authority consider 
appropriate; and such residents or other persons carrying on business in the local 
planning authority’s area from which the local planning authority consider it appropriate 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby%20%E2%80%93%20Publication%20Draft%20%28Pre-Submission%29.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/LDS%20approved%20August%202020.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/LDS%20approved%20August%202020.pdf
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to invite representations. In preparing the local plan, the local planning authority must 
take into account any representation made to them. The Council is confident that the 
consultation with the bodies listed in tables 1 and 2 of the revised SCI as described 
above meet the requirements of Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 

 
2.29 Regulation 19 states that before submitting a local plan to the Secretary of State the 

local planning authority must make a copy of each of the proposed submission 
documents and a statement of the representations procedure available and ensure 
that a statement of the representations procedure and a statement of the fact that the 
proposed submission documents are available for inspection and of the places and 
times at which they can be inspected, is sent to each of the general consultation bodies 
and each of the specific consultation bodies invited to make representations. The 
Council have set out how it has met the requirements of Section 19 in section 4 of the 
Statement of Consultation for Submission Plan (Regulation 22) (SubD4), which 
confirms that as with previous consultations all consultees listed in the consultation 
database, including the general and specific consultation bodies, were included and  
informed directly of the consultation. A link was provided to the Council’s website 
where details were provided of where and when documents could be viewed (Appendix 
16). 

 
Q6. Were adequate opportunities made available for participants to access and 
make comments on the Plan, and other relevant documents, in different 
locations?  

 
2.30 Yes, these arrangements are set out in the Statement of Consultation for Submission 

Plan (Regulation 22) (SubD4) which describes the consultation arrangements at each 
of the three key stages of plan preparation. 

 
2.31 On the issue of material being made available at different locations for participants, the 

following information is most relevant: 
 

Scoping Consultation incorporating Issues and Options (Regulation 18) held between 
7 November and 20 December 2016 

 

 Copies of the consultation documents were made available for inspection at the 
Council’s One Stop Shop and local libraries, including the mobile library, for the 
duration of the consultation period. 

 Six public exhibitions were held at a number of locations throughout the Borough. 
These were staffed by planning officers and included a display of relevant 
information. These exhibitions provided an opportunity for members of the public 
and other stakeholders to view the documents and discuss matters of concern, as 
detailed below.   

 

Venue Date & time 

The Corby Cube Saturday 12 November 2016, 11am-3pm 

The Corby Cube Monday 14 November 2016, 2-5pm 

Weldon School Tuesday 15 November 2016, 6-7pm 

Oakley Vale Community Centre Wednesday 16 November 2016, 2-5pm 

Cottingham Village Hall Thursday 17 November 2016, 3-7pm 

Gretton Village Hall Friday 18th November 2016, 3-7pm 

  

 An Officer briefing was held with all Parish Councils as part of the Rural Area 
Forum on 17 November 2016. Regular participation has taken place with the 
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SEMLEP Planners Forum, which includes Aylesbury Vale, Bedford, Central 
Bedfordshire, Cherwell, Daventry, East Northamptonshire, Kettering, Luton, Milton 
Keynes, Northampton, South Northamptonshire and Wellingborough Councils. 
Collaboration with neighbouring authorities is undertaken regularly at Chief 
Planner and Officer Level as part of regular North Northamptonshire wide 
meetings. 

 Hard copies of the Regulation 18 document were distributed to parish councils and 
residents associations. 

 A presentation was made to the Corby Property Forum and Board Members of the 
Corby Business Academy. 

 All evidence base documents prepared to support and inform the Part 2 Local Plan 
were made available on the Evidence Base pages of the Council’s website. Full 
copies of the responses received during the consultation remain available to view 
on the Council’s website. 

 The consultation, documents and public exhibitions were well advertised including 
though social media, press releases and posters sent to Parish Councils. Further 
details are available at paragraph 2.6 of the Statement of Consultation Document 
(SubD4).   

 
Emerging Draft Options Consultation (Regulation 18) held 2 July to 28 August 2018 

 
2.32 This second stage Regulation 18 consultation took place over an eight week period 

between 2 July and 28 August 2018 in accordance with the Council’s adopted SCI at 
that time (PMS-S2b). All relevant evidence base studies were published alongside the 
Emerging Draft Plan for consultation. 

 
2.33 All consultees listed in the consultation database were included and informed directly 

of the consultation. The database was kept up-to-date and included respondents to 
the Scoping consultation and those that had asked to be added to the database.  

 
2.34 As with the Scoping consultation, emails and letters relating to the consultation were 

sent to all statutory consultees, together with individuals and organisations who had 
either asked to be kept informed about the progress of planning policy documents or 
had previously made representations on the Local Plan. The consultation document, 
together with accompanying documents including the Sustainability Appraisal (SA), 
was uploaded to the Council’s newly procured consultation software hosted by 
INOVEM. All documents were also available to download from the Council’s website 
and hard copies were made available to view at the Corby Cube and other local 
libraries. 

 
2.35 A statutory notice was placed in the Evening Telegraph and a press release was 

issued, resulting in an article in the Evening Telegraph and a news bulletin on Corby 
Radio. Regular social media alerts were issued including the Council’s Twitter feed 
and re-posting on the Council’s Love Corby Facebook page and other Parish Council 
and Community Association Facebook pages. A large poster advertising the 
consultation and particularly the staffed exhibitions was placed within the prominent 
Cube Poster Board outside the Corby Cube directly facing the Corby East Midlands 
International Swimming Pool. All Parish Councils and Residents Associations were 
sent copies of the poster relating to the consultation and were encouraged to place in 
prominent locations within their local area. The poster was also used as a handout at 
events. An article was published on the JPDU website. 
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2.36 Planning Officers attended the Council’s Rural Area Forum, which is a meeting with all 
Parish Council representatives to provide an opportunity to discuss the consultation 
document. 

 
2.37 Staffed drop in events were held across the Borough to raise awareness of the 

consultation document and provide an opportunity to discuss with Officers, as detailed 
below. Display stands were erected providing information on the consultation 
document. 

 

Venue Date & time 

Corby Cube Reception Saturday 14 July 2018, 11am-2pm 

Weldon Village Hall Tuesday 17 July 2018, 3-8pm 

Cottingham & Middleton Village Hall 
Annex 

Tuesday 19 July 2018, 3-8pm 

Corby Cube Reception Monday 30 July 2018, 1-5pm 

Oakley Vale Community Centre Wednesday 1 August 2018, 1-5pm 

Gretton Village Hall Friday 3 August 2018, 3-8pm 

 
Consultation on the Publication Draft (Pre-Submission) Plan (Regulation 19) held 
between 5 August and 16 September 2019 

 
2.38 Consultation on the Publication (Pre-Submission) Draft Plan took place for six weeks 

between 5 August and 16 September 2019. This is the version of the Plan the Council 
submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination on 19 December 2019. The 
consultation was carried out in line with both the 2014 (PMS-S2b) and 2019 (PMS-
S2a) Statements of Community Involvement (SCI), the revised version of which was 
adopted by the Council during the consultation period on 21 August 2019.  

 
2.39 As with previous consultations all consultees listed in the consultation database were 

included and informed directly of the consultation.  The database has been kept up-to-
date and included respondents to both the Scoping and Emerging Draft Options 
consultations and those that had asked to be added to the database, which included 
over 800 contacts in total.  

 
2.40 As with both Regulation 18 consultation stages, emails and letters relating to the 

consultation were sent to all statutory consultees, together with individuals and 
organisations who had either asked to be kept informed about the progress of planning 
policy documents or had previously made representations on the Local Plan. Emails 
and letters were sent on 12 July 2019, giving consultees over three weeks’ advanced 
notice of the consultation period starting on 5 August 2019 in accordance with the SCI. 
The emails/letters were accompanied by a detailed guidance note explaining the 
process undertaken so far and how to make comments. Prior to the consultation 
period, Planning Officers attended the Rural Area Forum meetings on 21 March 2019 
to provide a presentation of key changes following the Emerging Draft Options 
consultation and 18 July 2019 to distribute hard copies of the Publication Draft 
document for consultation to all Parish Council representatives and explain the 
forthcoming consultation. Planning Officers also attended the Neighbourhood 
Association Chair’s Group on 13 June 2019 for the same purpose.  It was re-iterated 
at these meetings that Planning Officers would be happy to attend individual Parish 
Council and Neighbourhood Association meetings, where required, to explain the 
content of the Publication Draft Plan for consultation and answer any questions. 

 
2.41 Copies of the consultation documents and associated background documents were 

uploaded to the Council’s online consultation portal hosted by INOVEM and were made 
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available for download from the dedicated webpage on the Council’s website. Hard 
copies of the consultation documents were also made available for inspection at the 
Corby Cube and local libraries. The notice of publication was placed in the Evening 
Telegraph on 1 August 2019, and two separate press releases were published; the 
first on 24 July 2019 giving advanced notice of the consultation period and details of 
how to inspect the documents, and the second at the start of the consultation period 
on 6 August 2019. Regular social media alerts, including the Council’s Twitter feed, 
were issued prior to and during the consultation period.  These were used to give 
details of specific drop-in events and Parish and Neighbourhood groups were 
encouraged to re-post where possible. Site notices were placed on or near all 
proposed allocation sites within the Publication Draft Plan. A large poster advertising 
the consultation and particularly the staffed exhibitions was placed outside the Corby 
Cube directly facing the Corby East Midlands International Swimming Pool. Several 
copies of the poster were distributed to all Parish Councils and Neighbourhood 
Associations who were encouraged to display these in community notice boards and 
prominent locations within their local area. The poster was also used as a handout at 
drop-in events. 

 
2.42 Six staffed drop-in events were held across the Borough to raise awareness of and 

discuss the context of the Publication Draft Plan, as detailed below. Information was 
presented on display stands and large copies of the Policies Map were made available 
to aid discussion. Following completion of the drop-in events, the display stands were 
placed within the Cube reception are for the duration of the consultation, between 23 
August and 16 September 2019. 

  

Venue Date & time 

Corby Cube Reception Saturday 10 August 2019, 11am-3pm 

Oakley Vale Community Centre Wednesday 14 August 2019, 1-5pm 

Gretton Village Hall Friday 16 August 2019, 3-8pm 

Corby Cube Reception Monday 19 August 2019, 1-5pm 

Weldon Village Hall Tuesday 20 August 2019, 3-8pm 

Cottingham & Middleton Village Hall 
Annex 

Thursday 22 August 2018, 3-8pm 

 
Q7. Do the scope, content and timescale for the preparation of the Plan accord 
with the Council’s latest Local Development Scheme?  

 
2.43 The Part 2 Local Plan is consistent with the description of the scope and content as 

described in the latest LDS (PMS-S9) and previous iterations (PMS-S1a-f). The 

following table shows the timescales for each LDS milestone and the manner in which 

the Council met these targets.  

Table 1 – Table demonstrating compliance with the LDS 

Phase of Plan 
Making 

LDS Date Proposed Actual Date 

Scoping 
Consultation 

August 2016 
(PMS-S1e) 

November/Decem
ber 2016 

7 November to 20 
December 2016 

Emerging Draft 
Option 

June 2018 (PMS-
S1c) 

2 July to 28 
August 2018 

2 July to 28 
August 2018 

Publication June 2019 (PMS-
S1a) 

August/September 
2019 

5 August to 16 
September 2019 

Submission June 2019 (PMS-
S1a) 

December 2019 19 December 
2019 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Local%20Development%20Scheme%20Review.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby_1.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby_1.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby%20%E2%80%93%20Publication%20Draft%20%28Pre-Submission%29.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby%20%E2%80%93%20Publication%20Draft%20%28Pre-Submission%29.pdf
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Examination LDS, August 2020 
(PMS-S9) 

September to 
October 2020 

Underway  

Main Modifications  LDS, August 2020 
(PMS-S9) 

January to 
February 2021 

Dependent on 
examination 

Adoption LDS, August 2020 
(PMS-S9) 

May 2021 Dependent on 
examination 

 

2.44 The Council considers that the timescales for the preparation of the Part 2 within the 
relevant LDS have been met, and that the scope and content of the Part 2 Local Plan 
is compliant with the latest LDS. 

 
Q8. Has the formulation of the Plan been based on a sound process of 
sustainability appraisal (SA)?  

 
2.45 The Part 2 Local Plan for Corby Publication Draft (Pre-Submission) (SubD1a-g) is 

supported by a SA (SubD2a) and non-technical summary (SubD2b), which were 
independently undertaken by consultants AECOM who also produced the SA (PMS-
EDO2) of the Emerging Draft Plan (PMS-EDO1a-c). AECOM also produced the SA 
(as well as HRA) documents to support the JCS (JCS1). The relevant documents in 
the examination library (SubD2a, SubD2b and PMS-EDO2) demonstrate that the plan 
is supported by and has been robustly tested at relevant stages in its preparation. 

 
In particular 
 
a) How has the SA informed the preparation of the Plan at each stage and 

considered realistic alternative  
 
2.46 The SA has been an integral part of the preparation of the Part 2 Local Plan. This 

process has been led by AECOM and is documented in the: 
 

 Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report, November 2016 (PMS-IO2) 

 Interim Sustainability Report, June 2018 (PMS-ED02) 

 Sustainability Report, July 2019 (SubD2a) 

 Sustainability Report – Non Technical Summary, July 2019 (SubD2b) 
 

2.47 The SA Report (SubD2a) demonstrates that consideration has been given to 
reasonable alternatives throughout the process and that the outcomes of the SA have 
been used to shape decision making on the sustainable options available and 
achievable and to amend wording on policies to ensure maximum sustainability 
benefits can be derived from their implementation.  

 
2.48 The SA process is an ongoing process and there will be a need to ensure that the Part 

2 Local Plan and any modifications from the hearing sessions continue to be assessed.  
 

b) Does the SA set out the reasons for selecting the reasonable alternatives, 
and the reasons for not taking forward the rejected options? 
 

2.49 The SA (SubD2a) sets out how the different realistic options were considered for the 

following plan issues: 

 The amount and distribution of housing and employment land (i.e. the spatial 
strategy); 

 Housing in the rural areas; and 

 Site options 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Corby%20Publication%20Draft%20Local%20Plan%20Sustainability%20Appraisal_0.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Corby%20Publication%20Draft%20Local%20Plan%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Non%20Technical%20Summary.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Corby%20Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20Interim%20SA%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Corby%20Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20Interim%20SA%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
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2.50 Each of the above issues was been assigned its own chapter; structured as follows: 

 

 Introduction 

 What are the reasonable alternatives? 

 Unreasonable alternatives, which signposts the reader to reasons for not taking 
forward the rejected options; and 

 Why has the preferred approach been selected? 

 

2.51 Section 8 of the SA (SubD2a) explains that thematic planning policies, such as design 
and environmental protection, were prepared on the basis of a robust evidence base 
without the assessment of reasonable alternatives as part of the SA at each stage of 
the policy development. 

 

c) Does the SA adequately assess all the potential effects of the proposed uplift 
in housing above the objectively assessed need in the Borough? 
 

2.52 The effects of the proposed uplift in housing above the objectively assessed need in 
the Borough have been tested against the SA framework. The proposed approach to 
housing growth is consistent with the JCS (JCS1). Paragraph 5.10 of the SA (SubD2a) 
states that the Part 2 Local Plan is unable to alter the spatial strategy set out in the 
JCS (JCS1), and so there is no reasonable alternatives to the broad distribution and 
growth of housing. The JCS (JCS1) was subject to the SA process. The Planning 
Inspector for the JCS (JCS1) concluded at paragraph 11 that “Also taking into account 
all the responses to the public North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan, 
Inspectors Report June 2016 – 6 - consultation on the Addendum published with the 
main modifications (EXAM10), I am satisfied that the SA/SEA process for this Plan 
(SUB11) has been suitable and appropriate in its coverage and conclusions, including 
regarding the necessary considerations of reasonable alternatives at each relevant 
stage, such as the dispersal of growth across the area rather than an urban focus on 
the Growth Towns. Overall, therefore, the SA/SEA process for this plan has been 
satisfactory”. 

 
d) Do any adverse impacts identified in the SA require mitigation, and how does 

the Plan address this? 
 
2.53 None of the adverse effects identified in the SA (SubD2a) require significant mitigation. 

By way of conclusion against the four key SA topics the SA notes that: 

2.54 All chapters of the Part 2 Local Plan perform positively against the SA topics under the 

‘social progress that meets the needs of everyone’ theme. In particular, policies within 

the Delivery of Housing chapter of the Part 2 Local Plan are predicted to lead to 

significant long term positive effects on housing. However, it is noted that proximity to 

major roads could have localised minor negative effects on liveability for the site 

allocation TC1. The likelihood of residual negative effects will be dependent the level 

of mitigation provided at the project level, such as triple glazing, to reduce the impacts 

of noise. This issue will be picked up at the planning application stage, for example 

through Policy 8 (North Northamptonshire Place Shaping Principles) of the JCS 

(JCS1). It is not necessary to repeat policies in the JCS (JCS1) within the Part 2 Local 

Plan for Corby. 
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2.55 All chapters of the Part 2 Local Plan perform positively against the SA topics under the 

‘effective protection of the environment’ theme. In particular, policies within the Villages 

and Rural Areas chapter of the Part 2 Local Plan are predicted to lead to significant 

long term positive effects on landscape and cultural heritage. 

2.56 All chapters of the Part 2 Local Plan perform positively against SA topics under the 

‘prudent use of natural resources’ theme with the exception of Delivering Economic 

Prosperity, which has the potential for a minor negative long term effect on air quality 

as a result of the additional traffic that new employment and town centre allocations 

would be likely to generate. This issue will be picked up at the planning application 

stage, for example by Policy 4 (Biodiversity and Geodiversity) and Policy 8 (North 

Northamptonshire Place Shaping Principles) of the JCS (JCS1). It is not necessary to 

repeat policies in the JCS (JCS1) within the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby. 

2.57 All chapters of the Part 2 Local Plan perform positively against SA topics under the 

‘maintenance of economic growth and employment’ theme. 

Q9. Is the plan legally compliant with respect to Habitats Regulations 
(Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended))?  

 
2.58 The formal requirement to carry out a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is set 

out within Article 6 of the EC Habitats Directive 1992, and transposed into British law 
by the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010. Habitats Regulation 
Assessment screening of the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby was first undertaken in June 
2018 (PMS-EDO3) of the potential effects of the Part 2 Local Plan Emerging Draft 
Options (PMS-EDO1a-c) and subsequently updated in June 2019 when potential 
effects of the Part 2 Local Plan (Pre-submission) version (SubD1a-g) were considered. 
The updated HRA came to the same conclusions as the June 2018 document.  

 
2.59 Page 17 of the updated report notes that “….all allocated sites within the Part 2 Local 

Plan for Corby are located more than 9km from the SPA/Ramsar, and are therefore 
outside of the 3km and 4km zones defined within the North Northamptonshire Joint 
Core Strategy HRA. Therefore, there will be no likely significant effects upon the Upper 
Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA/Ramsar site, and the Corby Local Plan policies will not 
contribute to an in-combination effect with plans from the surrounding authorities. 

 
2.60 The overall conclusion went on to state that “As the Borough of Corby and all allocated 

sites within the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby are located more than 9km from the 
SPA/Ramsar site, it is possible to conclude that no likely significant effects will arise 
from the Local Plan Part 2, alone or in combination with other plans and projects”. 

 
2.61 In response to Question 9 of the Inspector’s Initial Queries (EXAM1) which stated 

“Please provide a copy of the written correspondence with Natural England confirming 
that they find the HRA to be acceptable”, the Council wrote to Natural England on 24 
February 2020 to confirm this to be the case (a copy of the correspondence along with 
further explanation of the timeline is available at EXAM1B). Natural England replied on 
4 March 2020 confirming that “…Natural England is satisfied that the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment (HRA) for Corby Part 2 Local Plan has been undertaken in 
accordance with the requirements of the Conservation (of Habitats and Species) 
Regulations 2017 (as amended). We agree with the conclusion of the HRA that no 
likely significant effects will arise from the Local Plan Part 2, either alone or in 
combination, with other plans and projects”.  

 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Corby%20Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20HRA%20Report%20Final.pdf
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/files/Habitats%20Regulations%20Assessment%20for%20the%20Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby_Redacted.pdf
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Q10. In what way does the plan seek to ensure that due regard is had to the three 
aims expressed in s149 of the Equality Act 2010 in relation to those who have a 
relevant protected characteristic?  

 
2.62 Corby Borough Council is committed to providing a good standard of service to its 

diverse local community. To enable this, consideration was given to the population, 
businesses and service users, in relation to the impact of proposed Part 2 Local Plan 
policies to ensure that none discriminate or disadvantage people from protected 
groups. An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) is the tool used by the authority to 
identify ways to remove barriers and improve participation in the planning system for 
people who may have otherwise been overlooked, or possibly only identified once a 
complaint had been made.  

 
2.63 The Equality Act (2010) introduced a general equality duty which requires the authority 

to demonstrate that it has given ‘due regard’ to: 
 

 Eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation;  

 Advance the equality of opportunity between people who share a protected 
characteristic and those that do not; and  

 Foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and 
those that do not.  

 
2.64 Corby Borough Council needs to demonstrate that ‘due regard’ has been given, 

therefore an Equality Questionnaire (PMS-S4) was completed at the Pre-Submission 
development stage of the Part 2 Local Plan as evidence that ‘real’ consideration was 
given to these issues in the preparation of the Plan, and it is not an ‘after thought’. 

 
2.65 An EIA is a tool that has allowed the Council to think carefully about the impact that a 

policy may have on different communities or groups, enabling it to improve the policy 
environment the Part 2 Local Plan provides. Completing the EIA has allowed the 
Council the opportunity to demonstrate that it has considered the impact of the policy 
on different groups within the community in the plan-making process.  

 
2.66 The Council prescribes a two stage process for undertaking EIA: 
 

Stage 1: Completing an Equality Questionnaire.  
Stage 2: Undertaking a Full Equality Impact Assessment if the Equality Questionnaire 
identifies that any policy has a negative or unknown impact on the Equality Target 
Groups. 

  
2.67 The Equality Questionnaire was considered, alongside the Pre-Submission Draft Part 

2 Local Plan by the Local Plan Committee at its meeting on 19 June 2019 (PMS-S1a). 
  
2.68 The Equality Questionnaire was completed on a Part 2 Local Plan chapter by chapter 

basis. Therefore in total 7 separate questionnaires were completed, as follows: 
 

 Chapter 3: Vision and Outcomes 

 Chapter 4: Securing Infrastructure and Services 

 Chapter 5: Natural Assets 

 Chapter 6: Delivering Economic Prosperity 

 Chapter 7: Delivering Housing 

 Chapter 8: Villages and Rural Houses 

 Chapter 9: Town Centres and Town Centre Uses 
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2.69 In completing each Equality Questionnaire the Council attempted to predict and assess 
the implications of a policy on a wide range of people with different needs. The 
Questionnaire itself was not carried out in isolation but with the support and advice of 
others within the Council, and in particular the Council’s Policy Officer (Equality & 
Diversity).   

 
2.70 The completion of the Equality Questionnaire for the Part 2 Local Plan required 

answering questions detailing the main purpose of its policies; why the Plan is being 
reviewed; its main beneficiaries; those groups or individuals that were consulted on 
the policies; concerns that were raised as part of the consultation, that were thought to 
possibly have a negative impact on one or more groups that share a protected 
characteristic; detail of systems in place to ensure that the polices are monitored on a 
regular basis; and how the policies serve to meet the three aims of the General Equality 
Duty. 

 
2.71 Each group was addressed in-turn assessing what affect the proposed policies have 

on each protected characteristic. Evidence to support these comments was referred 
to. The groups with protected characteristics assessed by the questionnaire were as 
follows: 

 

 Age 

 Disability 

 Sex 

 Marriage and Civil Partnership 

 Pregnancy and Maternity 

 Race 

 Religion or Belief  

 Gender-Reassignment 

 Socio Economic 

 Community Cohesion 
 

2.72 The final questions concern making a decision on what type of impact the Part 2 Local 
Plan has and determining whether a Full Equality Impact Assessment will be 
completed or not. 

 
2.73 The results of the Stage 1 Equality assessment indicated that a full Stage 2 Equality 

Impact Assessment was not required as the policies in the Part 2 Local Plan were 
deemed not likely to have a negative impact on the equality target groups. 

 
Q11. Has the preparation of the DMP complied with Part 2 of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and the Town and Country Planning (Local Plan) 
(England) Regulations 2012 in all other respects?  

 
2.74 Yes, the Council has taken the necessary steps to ensure the Part 2 Local Plan is 

compliant with both Part 2 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and 
the Town and Country Planning (Local Plan) (England) Regulations 2012. Examples 
of actions taken not already detailed above include the following: 

 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 – Part 2 Local development 

 
Survey of data – an extensive evidence base to support the Part 2 Local Plan’s 
development can be found on the Council’s website at 
https://www.corby.gov.uk/home/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-
making/evidence-base as well as under the Local Plan Examination pages 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/home/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/evidence-base
https://www.corby.gov.uk/home/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/evidence-base
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https://www.corby.gov.uk/home/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-
making/local-plan-examination  

 
Local Development Scheme – the Council’s updated LDS was considered and 
approved by the Local Plan Committee on 19th August. It is available for download 
here https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-
making/local-plan-examination/post-submission (PMS-S1). Previous versions of the 
LDS have been made available here https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-
control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/evidence-base-0 (under 
Plan-Making Stages). 

 
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) – Actions taken by the Council are 
described under Question 5 above. 

 
Preparation of local development document – The Part 2 Local Plan has been 
prepared in compliance with this Regulation. For example national requirements as set 

out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (CD-UK2), Planning Practice 

Guidance (CD-UK1) and other national planning policies and advice have been 
considered at every stage of the plan making process, with references provided in the 
text of the Part 2 Local Plan where relevant. 

 
Independent Examination – the Part 2 Local Plan (SubD7a-e) was submitted to the 
Secretary of State on 19 December 2019 in accordance with the Act and Regulation 
22 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 
(As Amended). 

  
Duty to co-operate in relation to planning of sustainable development – Actions taken 
by the Council are described under Question 1 above. 

 
Authorities Monitoring Reports (AMRs) – AMRs are produced annually on a North 
Northamptonshire basis by the JPDU on behalf of the constituent authorities including 
Corby Borough Council. Much of the information pertaining to Corby Borough is 
supplied by the Council to the JPDU by a prescribed deadline. The latest AMR for 
2018/19 (EB-MON2a), along with an accompanying Assessment of Housing Land 
Supply 2019-24 (EB-MON2b) can be found on the Council’s website at the following 
link https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-
making/local-plan-examination/post-submission  

 
Town and Country Planning (Local Plan) (England) Regulations 2012 

Electronic communications – In preparing and consulting on documents relating to the 

Part 2 Local Plan much of this was done using electronic communications, principally 

email and via the Council’s website. Correspondence in writing was offered as an 

alternative method of communication where this was requested. Details of the 

Council’s communications strategy, which was in line with the adopted Statements of 

Community Involvement (PMS-S2a and PMS-S2b), can be found in the response to 

Matter 1b, Question 5.  

Duty to co-operate – The Council has consulted with the Duty to co-operate bodies 

listed in section 4 of the regulations. This is described in the Council’s response to 

Question 5 above. 

Form and content of local plans and supplementary planning documents: general – 

The Council believe that the form and content of the Part 2 Local Plan meet the 

requirements of section 8 of the Regulations and that the policies contained within it 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/home/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination
https://www.corby.gov.uk/home/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/post-submission
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/post-submission
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/evidence-base-0
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/evidence-base-0
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1454/18-19_amr_final-1.pdf
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1453/amr_18-19_5yhls_updated_mar_20.pdf
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/post-submission
https://www.corby.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/plan-making/local-plan-examination/post-submission
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are consistent and not in conflict with the adopted development plan, particularly the 

JCS (JCS1) (Part 1 Local Plan). As required by the Regulations the Part 2 Local Plan 

(SubD1a) notes at paragraph 1.9 that it replaces all of the existing saved policies and 

allocations in the 1997 Corby Borough Local Plan. 

Form and content of adopted policies map – the Part 2 Local Plan policies maps 

(SubD7e) have been drawn up to meet the regulations. Each are Ordnance Survey 

map based and include an explanation of the symbols used. 

Local plans and supplementary planning documents: additional matters to which 

regard is to be had – This Regulation largely relates to planning matters for which 

Northamptonshire County Council is the lead authority i.e. transport and waste 

matters. 

Preparation of a local plan – The Scoping Consultation incorporating Issues and 

Options held between 7 November to 20 December 2016 met the requirements of 

Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Plan) (England) Regulations 

2012. Namely the specified bodies were notified of the Council’s intension to prepare 

a Part 2 Local Plan and invited to make representations on its contents. The comments 

were duly considered by the Council (PMS-EDO4). Full details of the first stage of 

consultation can be found in section 2 of the Statement of Consultation for Submission 

Plan (Regulation 22) (SubD4). 

Publication of a local plan – Before submitting the Part 2 Local Plan to the Secretary 

of State the Council published the submission documents which included the 

Consultation Statement (SubD4) on its website and provided a full set of hard copies 

at its main public office – The Cube, on George Street, as well as the two libraries in 

the Borough, for inspection during normal office hours. Details of the same were sent 

to everyone registered on the Local Plans consultation database by email on 19 

December 2019, which included the general and specific consultation bodies listed on 

pages 9-10 of the North Northamptonshire Statement of Community Involvement (July 

2019) (PMS-S2a).  

Representations relating to a local plan – The Part 2 Local Plan (Pre-Submission) 

consultation was held between 5 August and 16 September 2019 in line with the 

regulations. Details can be found in section 4 of the Statement of Consultation for 

Submission Plan (Regulation 22) (SubD4) and in the Council’s response to Matter 

Question 5 above. 

Submission of documents and information to the Secretary of State – The following 

documents were submitted to the Secretary of State in accordance with Regulation 22 

on 19 December 2019: 

- Part 2 Local Plan for Corby Publication Draft (Pre-Submission), August 2019 

- Part 2 Local Plan for Corby Publication Draft (Pre-Submission) – Erratum, August 

2019 

- Appendix 1 – Housing Site Schedule, August 2019 

- Appendix 2 – List of Designated Sites, August 2019 

- Appendix 3 – Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations, August 2019 

- Appendix 4 – Green Infrastructure Network, August 2019 

- Appendix 5 – Policies Map, August 2019 

- Revised Track Changes Part 2 Local Plan Publication Draft (Submission), 

December 2019 
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- Appendix 1 – Housing Trajectory (Submission), December 2019 

- Appendix 2 – List of Designated Sites (Submission), December 2019 

- Appendix 4 – Green Infrastructure (Submission), December 2019 

- Appendix 5 – Policies Map (Submission), December 2019 

- Part 2 Local Plan for Corby - Schedule of Proposed Changes to the Publication 

Draft (Pre-Submission), December 2019 

- Sustainability Appraisal for the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby, July 2019 

- Sustainability Appraisal for the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby Non-Technical 

Summary, July 2019 

- Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby, June 2019 

- Regulation 22 Consultation Statement, December 2019 

- Copies of representations made pursuant to Regulation 20. 

The above documents were made available electronically and publically at inspection 

points and those on the Council’s database were informed as described under 

“Publication of a local plan” above, in order to meet the requirements of Regulation 22.  

Consideration of representations by appointed person – This duty is being carried out 

by the appointed Planning Inspector with support from the Programme Officer. 

Independent examination – This duty is being carried out by the appointed Planning 

Inspector with support from the Programme Officer. 

Authorities’ Monitoring Reports – As described above AMRs are produced annually on 

a North Northamptonshire basis by the JPDU on behalf of the constituent authorities 

including Corby Borough Council. Prior to publication the Council checks the draft 

document to ensure it accurately reflects the Borough’s position in meeting the 

regulations in respect of the information it should contain. The latest AMR (EB-MON2a) 

for example reflected the most up to date timetable for preparing the Part 2 Local Plan 

for Corby. 

Availability of documents: general – The availability of documents complies with these 

regulations as is comprehensively described in the Council’s response to Question 5 

above. 

Copies of documents – The Council has compiled with the regulations in respect of 

supplying documents in respect of the Part 2 Local Plan on request as soon as possible 

in the format requested. As described in the Council’s response to Question 5 above 

the Council has not made any charge in relation to this duty as it did not wish to 

discourage public participation. 

 


