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20 December 2016 
 
 
Dear  
 
Part 2 Local Plan for Corby – Regulation 18 consultation, Sustainability 
Appraisal and Site Selection Methodology Background paper responses 
 
Thank you for consulting Historic England on the above 04 November 2016.  
 
The production of a new Local Plan represents a significant opportunity for the 
protection and enhancement of the historic environment within the District. We are 
happy to provide further advice on this as necessary and we would be willing to meet 
with you to discuss policy development and site allocations.   
 
Historic England’s responsibilities, as the Government’s adviser on the historic 
environment, include the protection and management of England’s historic assets. In 
planning terms, this role includes providing advice to ensure that statute and national 
policy, particularly in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), are reflected 
in local planning policy and practice. Historic England is consulted on Local Plans 
under the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) 
(England) Regulations 2004.  
 
Historic England promotes a wide definition of the historic environment which 
includes not only those areas and buildings with statutory designated protection but 
also those which are locally valued and important, as well as the landscape and 
townscape components of the historic environment. The historic environment should 
therefore play a critical role in sustainable development at the heart of all spatial 
planning work, as reflected within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 
 
Notwithstanding the advice given in this letter, we reserve the right at a later stage to 
comment or object to any proposals that come forward as part of the Local Plan. We 
have the following initial comments. Where we have not commented on a site, it is 
because we are not aware of any issues with regard to designated heritage assets or 
areas of high archaeological value, but there may be potential archaeological or 
historic landscape issues that the HER and county archaeological advisors will be 
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able to identify. We recommend that local authority conservation expertise should be 
used in relation to all heritage assets.  
 
Please note that Historic England have recently published advice notes. They may 
be of relevance to the update of the Local Plan. Specifically, Historic Environment 
Good Practice Advice Note 1: The Historic Environment in Local Plans and Historic 
Environment and Good Practice Advice Note 3: The Setting of Heritage Assets may 
be of particular interest to you and may provide additional information in relation to 
our answers to your consultation questions below. These can be accessed via the 
following link:  
https://www.historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/planning-system/ 
 
Historic England has also recently published a document relating to site allocations in 
Local Plans – this covers all types of allocation and sets out a site selection 
methodology in relation to heritage assets. We consider this may be of use to you, 
and the document can be downloaded from: 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-
and-site-allocations-in-local-plans/ 

Guidance in relation to Sustainability Appraisals can be found here:- 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/strategic-environ-
assessment-sustainability-appraisal-historic-environment/ 
 
Section 4 ‘Protecting and enhancing the historic environment’ is fully supported. 
Reference to non-designated heritage assets within paragraph 4.1 is welcomed, 
together with the proposed production of a Local List.  
Q13 (a) Do you have any comments on the options suggested? (b) What 
criteria could we use to assess whether buildings and structures are suitable 
for inclusion on the local list of heritage assets? 
Either option would be welcomed; Historic England strongly support the provision of 
a Local List. Reference to the Historic England Publication ‘Local Heritage Listing’ is 
welcomed. A specific Local List policy should also be incorporated within the Local 
Plan. Historic England would be very happy to advise further on potential policy 
wording.  
 
Q14 Do you have any comments or suggestions on how the Council can 
support the implementation of the Joint Core Strategy in protecting, preserving 
and, where appropriate, enhancing the historic environment? 
A locally specific policy(ies) should be included. This policy(ies) would strengthen the 
policy basis for heritage. This policy(ies) should also be strategic due to both the 
possibility of a gap between the time periods of the Joint Core Strategy and the Local 
Plan and to ensure compliance with the NPPF.  
 
Q15 Are there any other local issues relating to the historic environment that 
you think should be addressed through the Part 2 Local Plan for Corby or 
Supplementary Planning Document, is so, what are they? 
The Local Plan Part 2 represents an opportunity to provide detailed separate policies 
on specific heritage assets such as Conservation Areas, Listed Buildings, Registered 

Historic England, 2nd Floo r, Wind sor House, Clift onvill e, North amp ton NNl SBE 

Telephone 01604 73 5460 Historic England.org.uk 

Please note th at Histo ric England operates an access to info rmat ion poli cy. 

Correspondence o r infor mat ion which yo u send us may t herefore become pub licly avai lable. 

~tonewall 
DMISITYCIIIIIPION 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/imported-docs/f-j/gpa1-he-local-plans-consultation.pdf
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/imported-docs/f-j/gpa1-he-local-plans-consultation.pdf
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/imported-docs/f-j/gpa3-setting-consultation.pdf
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/imported-docs/f-j/gpa3-setting-consultation.pdf
https://www.historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/planning-system/
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-and-site-allocations-in-local-plans/
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-and-site-allocations-in-local-plans/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/strategic-environ-assessment-sustainability-appraisal-historic-environment/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/strategic-environ-assessment-sustainability-appraisal-historic-environment/


 
 

 
 

 

 

Parks and Gardens and Scheduled Ancient Monuments. A policy relating to historic 
shop fronts would be welcomed. Historic England would be very happy to advise on 
wording.   
 
Q30/31 
Historic England would welcome the opportunity for early involvement with site 
allocations.  
 
Primary and secondary frontages 
Q46 Do you have any comments on the options suggested? 
It must be ensured that this flexibility conserves and enhances heritage assets and 
their settings. Article 4 directions may be necessary on specific frontages; safeguards 
will be necessary where heritage assets could be affected. How will the plan manage 
the changes as a result of this relaxation?  
 
Q47. (a) Do you have any comments on the proposed approach to the key town 
centre development opportunities? (b) Are there any particular issues the 
Council should know about these sites?  
 
It is not possible to comment fully at this stage. With regards to the former Tresham 
College Site, care should be taken to ensure that the ‘Roman Road in Hazel Wood’ 
Scheduled monument (ref. 1002901) is conserved and enhanced.  The site is 
surrounded by the same ancient woodland (Hazel Wood) which also surrounds the 
scheduled monument of the Roman road.  It is of great importance to ensure that the 
re-development of this site can be delivered without harmful impact on the ancient 
woodland.  Archaeological remains are often well preserved in areas of ancient 
woodland and any such would of course contribute to the significance the scheduled 
monument to the south derives from the contribution made by its setting.  The County 
Archaeological Advisor should be consulted  
 
Sustainability Appraisal 
Section 3.10 is welcomed. Reference to non-designated heritage assets should also 
be made, including locally listed buildings, archaeology and other information 
contained on the HER, in order to fully assess impact upon heritage assets. Greater 
reference to baseline data would also strengthen this section, such as Conservation 
Area appraisals in relation to the Conservation Areas described.  
 
Paragraph 3.10.7 would more closely reflect the NPPF if the first section “Currently 
the Council has no ‘non-designated’ heritage assets” was deleted.  
 
There is again insufficient information for the methodology in relation to heritage. 
Although the predicted magnitude of effects is welcomed within paragraph 5.3, 
greater detail will be required to fully assess impact upon both designated and non-
designated heritage assets. Detailed site assessment criteria is required to comply 
with the NPPF and ensure a sound plan. Historic England would be happy to advise 
further. In particular, proximity should not be used as a gauge of harm or impact. The 
use of proximity does not comply with the NPPF – impact upon the setting of assets 
can occur from a great distance and not simply from sites ‘in close proximity’ to an 
asset, dependant on the type of development.  
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Site Selection Methodology Background Paper 
We have the following general comments to make on the process of the Site 
Selection Methodology and how the historic environment can be considered when 
identifying potential sites within the Local Plan.  
 
We hope our advice will also help to ensure the methodology accords with 
government planning policy as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF), and can be used as a robust evidence base in support of the local plan and 
other related strategies.   
 
The extent to which the historic environment affects the principle of deliverability will 
depend on the particular characteristics of the site/area in question.  For example, a 
modest appropriate infill development in a conservation area may have greater 
potential (deliverability) than a suggested development within a designated registered 
park and garden. Therefore our advice should not necessarily be seen as a 
constraint on the delivery of more homes or employment sites, but as means to 
provide greater certainty by clearly identifying at an early stage the likely deliverability 
of the estimations.  
 
The setting of a heritage asset can contribute to its significance, and as such 
potential implications for the setting of a heritage asset need to be considered as an 
integral part of the site identification / appraisal process.  As explained by the NPPF 
‘significance can be harmed or lost through alteration or destruction of the heritage 
assets or development within its setting‘(paragraph 132).   Where development within 
the setting of a designated heritage asset may harm its significance, it might be 
appropriate to exclude the site at an early stage in the process (the ‘long list’ in this 
case).  Conversely, there may be opportunities for new development within 
conservation areas and within the setting of heritage assets to enhance or better 
reveal their significance (NPPF, paragraph 137).  Such positive opportunities may 
also be useful to capture as part of the appraisal process. 
 
In relation to the Corby document specifically:- 
 
Appendix 4: Detailed Assessment Criteria (Stage 3) 
Section 7 is welcomed. It would be helpful to clarify that this also includes non-
designated heritage assets.  
 
It is not clear if any constraints automatically exclude sites from potential selection, 
such as being within scheduled ancient monuments; an environmental constraints 
exclusion list would provide greater clarity and strength.  
 
Within the ‘Completion of Instructions Background Guidance’ table on pages 28 
onwards, the ‘Cultural heritage’ section is again welcomed. It would be helpful to 
include the following additional wording for greater strength:- 
“Assessment will focus on heritage assets and their settings, including scheduled 
ancient monuments, historic parks and gardens, non-designated heritage assets and 
archaeology, and whether the site falls within a Conservation Area, or its setting.”  
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To determine what aspects of the historic environment should be taken into account 
in the assessment of a site’s (housing/employment) potential, the following factors 
are suggested: 
 

 All heritages assets should be considered encompassing buildings, 
monuments, sites, places, areas or landscapes identified as having a degree 
of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of their 
heritage interest (archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic).  These 
include designated heritage assets and non-designated heritage assets 
identified by the local planning authority (including local listing). 

 

 Implications of development (positive and negative) for the setting of a 
heritage asset and its significance should be considered. 
 

 The potential archaeological interest of a site should be taken into account. 
 

 In considering implications for landscape and townscape character, relevant 
information on the present day historic character of places should be utilised, 
as for example historic landscape characterisation, historic environment 
assessments, historic area assessments, extensive urban surveys and 
conservation area appraisals, and other historic characterisation studies. 
 

 The specific consideration of settlement character may also be appropriate, as 
for example whether development would significantly alter the historic 
settlement pattern (positively or negatively). 

 
We recommend that the conservation, archaeology and urban design staff at the 
local and county level are involved at an early stage to advise on relevant sources of 
information on the historic environment and heritage assets.  This can include data 
from the Historic Environment Record for the area, conservation area boundaries, 
local heritage lists and any historic characterisation studies. 
 
Whilst it is appreciated that the methodology cannot in itself determine whether a site 
should be allocated for housing / employment development or not, we hope our 
recommendations help to ensure the estimations have due regard to the historic 
environment and heritage assets and a site’s historical context, taking into account 
the NPPF and sections 66 and 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990. 
 
Overall, we consider that amendment is required to ensure soundness and that the 
requirements of the Directive and Legislation in relation to cultural heritage are met. 
Our guidance provides further information on how these can be met. We are happy 
to further advise on these as appropriate.  
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If there are any issues you wish to clarify or discuss please contact me.  We are keen 
to work with Local Authorities in the preparation of their Local Plan, including their 
evidence base and would be willing to come to your offices to attend a meeting if this 
would be beneficial. 
.  
 
Yours sincerely   

 
Historic Environment Planning Adviser 
E-mail:  

Historic England, 2nd Floo r, Wind sor House, Clift onvill e, North amp ton NNl SBE 

Telephone 01604 73 5460 Historic England.org.uk 

Please note th at Histo ric England operates an access to info rmat ion poli cy. 

Correspondence o r infor mat ion which yo u send us may t herefore become pub licly avai lable. 

~tonewall 
DMISITYCIIIIIPION 




