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19 December 2016 

Dear Sir or Madam 

Re: Part 2 Local Plan for Corby consultation 

This letter outlines the Persimmon Homes / Charles Church Midlands (PHM) response to 
Corby Borough Council's consultation on the Part 2 Local Plan: Scoping Consultation 
incorporating Issues and Options. The response has been structured according to the 
consultation questions, where they are relevant to the operations of this business. 

Question 4 - Locally Designated Sites 

Our preferred option is Option B, to include locally designated sites on the Policies Map. This 
would help to provide clarity as to the location and extent of such sites. However any 
protection afforded to local designated sites should be commensurate with their status, as 
outlined by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) at Paragraph 113. 

Question 5 - Locally Designated Sites 

No. There is no need for any additional sites to be designated. 

Question 6 - Strategic Gaps 

No. Option B is our preferred option. There are existing policies in place to protect valued 
landscapes. Identifying large tracts of land for protection would be counter-productive as it 
would dilute their value. 

Question 7 - Open Space 

Option C is our preferred option. 

Question 8 - Local Green Spaces 

No. As noted in the consultation document, the potential eligible areas are likely to already 
be afforded protection by existing policies. 

Question 9 - Green Infrastructure Corridors 

Option Bis our preferred option. There are already sufficient policies in place. 
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Question 10 - Tranquility Areas 

Option A is our preferred option. There are already sufficient policies in place. 

Question 11 - Water Environment, Resources and Flood Risk Management 

Option A is our preferred option. There are already sufficient policies in place. 

Question 14 - Local Heritage Guidance 

Option A is our preferred option. There are already sufficient policies in place. 

Question 16 - Local Design Guidance 

No, Option A is our preferred option . There are already sufficient policies in place. 

Question 30 - Additional Housing Sites 

Yes, Option A is our preferred option. 

Additional sites should be identified so as to provide flexibility in the housing supply and to 
ensure choice and competition in the market for land, as required by the NPPF. As the 
Council has signed up to a strategic opportunity approach in the Part 1 Local Plan, the 
reserve sites should provide for at least the number of homes required to meet this target in 
order to give a realistic chance of seeing this opportunity realised. The approach of 
identifying reserve sites to allow for an additional 20% of the housing requirement would 
accord with the recommendations of the Local Plan Expert Group Report, March 2016. As 
identified in the consultation document, this would require reserve sites for an additional 
5,038 homes to be identified. 

Policies should be flexible enough to allow for the release of reserve sites to respond to 
changing circumstances without wholescale review of the plan. 

Question 32 - Rural Housing Needs 

Option B is our preferred option. Further work should be undertaken to establish whether 
there is a local need for more housing in the rural area, for both market and affordable 
housing. Suitable housing developments in rural areas help to support local services and 
facilities and prevent rural communities from stagnating. 

Question 33 - Sustainable Buildings 

Option A is our preferred option. The Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) requires clear 
evidence of a local need for additional standards, which is not the case here. Such an 
approach would also be likely to severely compromise viability and therefore the 
deliverability of the Local Plan as a whole . 

Question 34 - Self Build and Custom Build 

Option A is our preferred option. There are already sufficient policies in place. 
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Question 35 - Starter Homes 

At this point it is too early to say whether additional guidance will be needed in respect of 
starter homes. Government guidance is expected early in 2017 which will hopefully clarify 
their position and indicate how local authorities should respond. 

We would encourage local authorities to be flexible in allowing for different tenures to be 
provided on new developments. We have found that there are an increasing number of 
affordable housing providers coming into the market offering a range of innovative solutions 
that accord with the Government's aspiration to improve opportunities for home ownership. 
Our view is that local authorities should not be too restrictive in their approach, should be 
open to new solutions and should encourage a broad range of affordable housing to be 
provided . 

Question 36 - Accessible Standards 

Option A is our preferred option. This would allow for flexibility in taking account of site
specific circumstances including suitability, local need and viability. 

I trust the above comments will be taken into consideration in preparing the next version of 
the Part 2 Local Plan. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any additional 
information. 

 

 
 

Planner 
Persimmon Homes / Charles Church - Midlands 
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