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Date: 16 December 2016 
Our ref:  200686 
Your ref: Part 2 Local Plan for Corby 
  

 
Corby Borough Council 
Localplans.consultation@corby.gov.uk   
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 

 
 Customer Services 
 Hornbeam House 
 Crewe Business Park 
 Electra Way 
 Crewe 
 Cheshire 
 CW1 6GJ 

 
 T 0300 060 3900 

  

Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Planning consultation:  Part 2 Local Plan for Corby - Scoping Consultation incorporating Issues 
and Options 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated and received by Natural England on 04 
November 2016. 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.  
 
Part 2 Local Plan for Corby - Scoping Consultation incorporating Issues and Options 
Natural England has answered the questions relevant to our remit and the Natural Environment as 
follows: 
 
Question 1 
Natural England advises consideration is also given to the Biodiversity Supplementary Planning 
Document for Northamptonshire, North Northamptonshire Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan (May 
2014), Nene Valley Nature improvement Area (NIA) http://www.nenevalleynia.org/.   
 
Question 4 
Natural England supports option b) Include locally designated sites on the Policies Map. This not 
only assists in avoiding negative impacts when planning allocation areas, but also highlights where  
existing habitats are located and how they may be enhanced further by additional connectivity. As 
an example the area currently outlined for the Western SUE includes areas of Swinawe Wood, 
which is ancient & semi-natural woodland and ancient replanted woodland. Including these on the 
policies map will help in the master planning of the SUE, where the woodland should be protected 
and enhanced by green infrastructure for the development. Additional planting and maintaining 
green corridors will also help to help link these areas of woodland with other environmental assets in 
the area, which will make planning development for the future easier, if included on the policies map 
from the outset.   
 
We also advise this map could identify areas which are known to have high population numbers of 
protected species, such as great crested newts. This will assist in demonstrating where creating and 
enhancing areas of  suitable habitat will benefit species, and also give an early indication of where 
survey work and licensing requirements will need to be considered.      
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Question 5  
Natural England advises consideration is also given to areas of biodiversity action plan (BAP)   
priority habitat located within Corby. In addition to ancient woodland, there are many areas of 
deciduous woodland and other priority habitats such as floodplain grazing marsh. Further 
information can be found in the habitats layer on Magic. 
 
Question 7 
Please refer to our comments in question 5. 
 
Question 9 
Natural England supports option a) Identify and protect local and neighbourhood corridors. 
Developing the strategic network of green infrastructure corridors through refinement of the local 
corridors and the identification of additional corridors to ensure more robust and comprehensive 
coverage than the Joint Core Strategy. This will enable more detailed and local knowledge to be 
incorporated within the plan. For example identifying additional corridors where there can be an 
increased tree and hedgerow planting in the Rockingham Forest area.  
 
Policy 21 Rockingham Forest within the NNJCS has overarching policies for planting of woodland, 
increasing biodiversity linkages and green infrastructure corridors and protection and enhancement 
of the existing forest, which we support. The part 2 plan for Corby could go one step further by 
having a local policy, which specifies the types of species and habitats which are native to the area, 
or declining and we would wish to see supported. For example planting of Blackthorn, and 
hedgerow management creating south facing scalloped edges provides excellent habitat for the 
Black Hairstreak butterfly, which Natural England would welcome in this area. Green corridors, 
hedgerow and woodland planting will also provide suitable habitats for bats.    
 
Question 21 
Health and wellbeing can be linked to the green infrastructure policies. Green corridors throughout 
developments will improve connectivity, enabling the movement of both people and wildlife across 
the sites. Ease of access to a network of improved pedestrian and cycle routes which link new 
developments to the town and wider countryside can encourage more sustainable modes of travel 
and provide informal recreation opportunities, helping to improve the health and well-being of 
residents.  
 
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping  
Natural England notes the amendments made to the scoping report for the SA, following our 
previous response and welcome these additions.  
 
We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any 
queries please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only please contact  on 

. For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation 
please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
 
We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a 
feedback form to this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Northamptonshire Local Delivery Team 
 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5706
http://www.natureonthemap.naturalengland.org.uk/MagicMap.aspx
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