
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This leaflet is also available in larger print and a translation service into 
a wide range of languages is available. Please contact Landlord 
Services for further information.  
If you have additional needs please tell us so we can help 

Asbestos in 

Housing 

Advice to householders 

CBC/LLS/FORMS/MD/AUG19

 For Further Details Contact:  
Asbestos Compliance Team 
Telephone: 01536 464181 
Email:asbestos.team@corby.gov.uk 

http://www.corby.gov.uk/
http://www.corby.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asbestos materials used in 
buildings are not necessarily 
harmful, BUT breathing asbestos 
dust is dangerous. 

A few simple precautions will help 
to reduce the risk. 

Asbestos has been used in many 
building materials and consumer 
goods.  

This leaflet will help you to identify 
asbestos materials and to take the 
necessary precautions.  

Asbestosis 
Asbestosis is a serious scarring condition of the lung 
 that normally occurs after heavy exposure to asbestos over 
many years. This condition can cause progressive 
 shortness of breath, 
and in severe cases 
 can be fatal. 

Pleural thickening  
Pleural thickening is generally a problem that happens 
 after heavy asbestos exposure. The lining of the lung  
(pleura) thickens and swells. If this gets worse, the lung itself 
can be squeezed, and can cause shortness of breath and 
discomfort in the chest.  

If you are concerned about possible exposure to asbestos 
from work activities, you are advised to consult your GP and 
ask for a note to be made in your personal record about 
possible exposure, including dates, duration, type of 
circumstances. Your GP may refer you to a specialist in 
respiratory medicine. HSE does not advocate routine x-rays 
for people who have an inadvertent exposure to asbestos. 
Asbestos-related damage to the lungs takes years to develop 
and become visible on chest x-rays. X-ray examinations 
cannot indicate whether asbestos fibres have been inhaled. 

http://healthxwellness.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Lung-Cancer-Symptoms.jpg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.mountainside-medical.com/pediatric-oxygen-mask-with-7-foot-tubing.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=UU01VLH4L4Wu7Aau6oGYBQ&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNELdFbNPd7VIIslD7RFDvl3V-zJpg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where is asbestos used in homes? 

Asbestos cement - 10 to 15% Asbestos 
A widely used material consisting of asbestos bonded into cement. Flat or 
corrugated sheets are used for garage and shed roofs and walls. Moulded 
asbestos cement is used for cold water tanks, external rainwater pipes, 
guttering, decking, roofing tiles, lining under eaves and flue pipes. 
Asbestos cement may be held in place with screws or bolts. 

Asbestos insulating board - 25 to 40% Asbestos 
A sheet material softer than asbestos cement, it was used for fire 
protection, heat insulation, ceiling tiles and as a building board. Since 
1980 all insulating board may be held in place with screws or nails.  

Asbestos lagging - 55 to 100% Asbestos 
A variety of types of asbestos material have been used for insulating 
pipes and boilers. Asbestos lagging is unlikely to be found in modern 
houses, but was sometimes used in flats or older houses. A preliminary 
inspection for asbestos should be made before repair or removal of older 
central heating systems. 

Sprayed Asbestos - up to 85% Asbestos 
A soft material it venerable to damage, used for protecting structural 
steelwork and for insulation. It may be found in a number of steel framed 
houses and in communal areas of flats. 

Other Asbestos materials 
Some plastic floor tiles, cushion flooring, roofing felts, textured plaster 
(artex, wondertex etc) and paints contain a small percentage of asbestos. 
These materials, despite a small percentage of asbestos content, are 

potentially dangerous. 

Warm heating systems and storage heaters 
Asbestos insulation blocks, insulation board and asbestos paper have 
been used in some warm air heating systems.  Asbestos insulation 
boards and asbestos cement were sometimes used to line heater 
cupboards and ducting. Some electrical storage heaters made before 
1976 also contain asbestos. 

Domestic equipment 
Simmering pads, oven gloves and fire blankets were sometimes made 
of asbestos. Ovens, ironing boards and heaters may have asbestos 
components.  

R emember all asbestos is potentially dangerous and the safest 
ac tion is to let your council Asbestos Compliance Team deal
with it. Contact them on 01536 464181.

- Do not use power tools on asbestos.

- Do not sand or drill asbestos.

- Do not break asbestos up.

- Keep asbestos damp when it is being worked on.

- All asbestos waste must be disposed of a hazardous waste in

accordance with the Special Waste Regulations 1996.

- Do not use a domestic vacuum cleaner to clear up dust.

Remember it is always best for asbestos work to be carried out by 
contractors licensed by the Health and Safety Executive. If you have 
any doubt please contact Corby Borough Council.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.welco.co.uk/warning-may-contain-asbestos-signs-gpr-968-770.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=Wko1VLTPG-KV7AbUpoHQAg&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNHmsJIRQEuG3_P2bap-g0U3tkPeWw
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.safetysign.com/products/p3/danger-may-contain-asbestos-sign&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=Wko1VLTPG-KV7AbUpoHQAg&ved=0CCIQ9QEwBg&usg=AFQjCNGQkDCaxmvchEkJd87dYYA3hKR0HQ
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Why is it potentially dangerous? 

Asbestos is a hidden killer that can cause four serious 
diseases (described below), these diseases will not affect 
you immediately; they often take a long time to develop, but 
once diagnosed, it is often too late to do anything. There is 
a need for you to protect yourself now. 

Mesothelioma 
Mesothelioma is a cancer, which affects the lining 
of the lungs (pleura) and the lining surrounding 
the lower digestive tract (peritoneum).  
It is almost exclusively related to 
 asbestos exposure and by the 
 time it is diagnosed, 
it is usually fatal. 

Abestos-related lung cancer 
Asbestos-related lung cancer is the same as, 
and looks like, lung cancer caused by smoking 
and other causes. It is estimated that there is 
around one lung cancer case for every 
mesothelioma death.

How can you identify asbestos products?  
Since 1976 British Asbestos manufacturers have put labels on 
most of their products to show they contain asbestos, but labels 
are often removed after purchase. From early 1986, all products 
carried the European Label Illustrated. Further information on 
asbestos products is available from the council’s Asbestos 
Compliance Team on 01536 464181 

Where might I encounter asbestos in a house?  
Asbestos can be found on the inside of your home as well as the 
outside. If you are worried that you may have Asbestos in your 
home, contact the council’s Asbestos Compliance Team on 
01536 464181 

What is Asbestos? 
Asbestos is a natural mineral of which there are six 
varieties; blue, brown and white which are mainly used 
in this country. All of these can be harmful if the dust 
containing the fibres is breathed in. Asbestos was used 
in building construction because it could be made into 
many cost-effective building and decorating products, 
which amongst other things, had great insulation and 
fire-proofing properties. The expansion of Corby 
coincided with a major period of asbestos usage and so 
it is present in the town, in many of our older buildings. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.mountainside-medical.com/pediatric-oxygen-mask-with-7-foot-tubing.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=UU01VLH4L4Wu7Aau6oGYBQ&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNELdFbNPd7VIIslD7RFDvl3V-zJpg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.mesothelioma.com/mesothelioma/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=7_9RVN2yGYnWaqeVgKgO&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNG0tyby-RYlD-ZAVpBdP6zJ6jgyWA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.labelsourceonline.co.uk/Asbestos-Hazard-Warning-Signs-Labels-and-Tapes-Prodlist.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=GkI1VI_-Nu_g7QbdkIHwCw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNFziQYSashkrqgD-zyIFl5HKYciAg



