
Located in the heart of Corby, Hazel & Thoroughsale Woods provides a great opportunity 
for local people and visitors to see a wide range of wildlife whilst enjoying a walk through 
the woods and grassed areas.   The spring and early summer are ideal times to discover a 
wide range of flowers in their natural habitats.  Some of the flowering plants you can expect 
to see are illustrated in this leaflet.
Traditional woodland management techniques, such as the coppicing and thinning of trees 
and shrubs, are being used to restructure and help regenerate the woods.  One of the 
immediate benefits of this work is an increase in light levels getting to the woodland floor 
which will encourage a greater diversity of plant growth and create new opportunities for 
wildlife, especially butterflies, bats and nesting birds. 
Corby Borough Council with the Friends of Thoroughsale & Hazel Woods and other 
partners has been working hard to improve access through the woodland.  Over the 
winter, a lot of work has been going on to improve the accessibility and appearance 
of the site through the cutting back of overgrown vegetation from rides and paths, and 
through the removal of rubbish as part of the site’s ongoing Management Plan.  Take 
advantage of these improvements and visit the woods soon.

F R I E N D S  O F 
THOROUGHSALE & 

HAZEL WOODS
Some of the work at Thoroughsale & Hazel Woods is being undertaken through local community 
involvement with the Friends of Thoroughsale & Hazel Woods and other volunteers.  
Our future projects include coppicing, tree planting, bird watching and health and nature walks.  

The Friends of Thoroughsale & Hazel Woods hold group meetings at the Corby Boating Lake 
Café every second Tuesday of the month at 6pm and working party events on the first Saturday 
of the month from 10am to 12 noon, again meeting at the Corby Boating Lake Café.

If you would like to find out more about the conservation and improvement projects or how to 
join the group and become actively engaged in improving and protecting the woodland, then 
please contact Peter Floody at Corby Borough Council on 01536 464687.

Pussy Willow 
(Salix caprea) 
Also known as Goat Willow or Sallow
Features:
• Small bushy clusters of tiny flowers at the end of 

each twig which appear prior to the leaves
• Oval leaves with pointed tip which hairless and 

have dense grey downy beneath

English or Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur)
Features:
• Long strings of tiny (less than 1cm) green flowers 

which hang down from the ends of the branches
• The leaves are longer than wide, hairless and 

have a very short stalk

Ash (Fraxinus excelsior)
Features:
• Tiny dark red & green flowers found throughout 

the tree canopy
• Leaves are formed from five leaflets organized in 

two rows, with one at the end.
• Smooth, silvery bark

Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) 
Features:
• Dense clusters of small white flowers appearing 

before the leaves
• Twigs have long, sharp spines with budsWild
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The Flowering Plants of Hazel & 
Thoroughsale Woods

Plants rely on particular conditions in which to 
grow, with some plants preferring drier, more 
sunlit areas whereas others prefer full shade. 
The different types of woodland in Hazel 
& Thoroughsale Woods provide particular 
conditions (or niches) for different plants and 
associated wildlife.
There are many flowering plants including 
herbaceous flowers, shrubs and trees growing 
in the woods. As you walk around the site, 
hopefully you may be able to spot some of the 
following:

English bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) 
Features:
• Blue, highly aromatic, drooping flowers
• Long fine green leaves
• Forms dense carpets in mid to late spring

Lords and Ladies (Arum maculatum)
Features:
• Large arrow shaped, glossy leaves
• Sometimes the leaves are speckled with black 

spots
• The flowers form a brown spike which is 

surrounded by a light green leaf

Hazel (Corylus avellana)
Features:
• Drooping yellow catkins appear before the 

leaves in early spring
• The shrub often supports several stems and has 

round, rough leaves with a extended tip

Dogs mercury (Mercurialis perennis)
Features:
• Spike of tiny bright green flowers which grow out 

the top of the plant
• The leaves are oval in outline, toothed and grow 

opposite one another in pairs up the stem

Lesser celandine (Ranunculus ficaria)
Features:
• Bright, glossy yellow flowers similar to a 

buttercup
• Small heart shaped leaves with white spots

Primrose (Primula vulgaris)
Features:
• Single yellow flowers on each stem
• Crinkly leaves with strong white veining
• Most often seen along woodland edges & in 

more open areas of woodland

Elderberry (Sambucus nigra)
Features:
• Dense clusters of strong smelling small white 

flowers which often hang down from a branch
• The leaves are similar to ash and are composed 

of five small leaflets arranged in two rows, with a 
leaf at the end

Bramble (Rubus fruticosus )
Features:
• White or pink flowers in clusters at the end of 

woody stems
• Leaves are in threes and stems covered in thorns

Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea)
Features:
• Bright white flowers with four small petals 

forming a cross
• Leaves a oval in shape, untoothed and slightly 

hairy on both sides

Hawthorn (Crateagus monogyna)
Features:
• Dense clusters of small white aromatic flowers, 

appearing after the leaves
• The leaves are small dark green and have three 

lobes

Wood Anemone (Anemone nemrosa)
Features:
• Single white flower with 6 to 12 petals, pink 

blushed beneath
• Long-stalked, deeply lobed leaves
• Forms large drifts in broadleaved woodland
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