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Sustainable Design Supplementary Planning Document 
 

 
SYNOPSIS 

This report seeks approval to adopt the North Northamptonshire Sustainable Design 
Supplementary Planning Document 

1. Relevant Background Details 
1.1 A Supplementary Planning Document or SPD forms part of the new Local Development 

Framework and contains detailed policy to elaborate upon the general policies in the 
Development Plan Documents that make up the Local Development Framework. Once 
adopted, a SPD is one of the material considerations that can be taken into account when 
determining planning applications. 

1.2 The North Northamptonshire Sustainable Design SPD has been produced by the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit to supplement Core Spatial Strategy policies 5, 14, 
15, 16 and 17 relating to general sustainable development principles, design, energy 
efficiency, sustainable construction, sustainable housing provision, environmental 
character and green infrastructure. 

1.3 The consultation on the draft Sustainable Design SPD and its accompanying Sustainability 
Appraisal was carried out over a six week period during May and June 2008 following 
approval by the Joint Planning Committee at its meeting in 29th April 2008. Having 
considered the responses received, including Corby Borough Councils, some minor 
amendments have been made to the SPD and accompanying Sustainability Appraisal, 
which was subsequently adopted by the Joint Planning Committee on 31st July 2008. At its 
meeting on 29th January 2009 the Joint Planning Committee requested that the partner 
authorities adopt the joint SPD on Sustainable Design. 

1.4 The document runs to some 56 pages and a copy of the SPD has been placed in the 
Members Room. It is also available to view and download on the Joint Planning Units 
website at  http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Sustainable%20Design%20SPD.pdf 

2. Consultation and Feedback 
2.1 During the six week consultation 19 organisations and individuals responded. It was 

reported to the Joint Planning Committee that overall, responses to the SPD were mixed 
with partner agencies and statutory consultees generally in support of the document but 
having points of detail and clarification.  Responses from the private sector were also 
mixed, raising concerns over the value of the SPD but also providing constructive 
comments regarding content and implementation 

2.2 Members will recall that Corby Borough Councils response was generally supportive, 
however it raised concerns over the application of the document at a local level particularly 
the relevant documents/further information section and practicalities of implementing it 
within the local authority.   

2.3 The SPD responds to many of the points put forward by the Council. In particular, the 
section Relevant Documents/Further information has been included as an updatable list to 
enable the Council to link documentation it considers to be most relevant and provides 
opportunity to update further reading as and when new information becomes available. 

2.4 Officers within Development Control as yet haven’t formerly put the document into use 
given its un-adopted status and thus far haven’t received any applications submitted in 
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complete accordance with this SPD. However, developers are being encouraged to 
acknowledge the document and recognise it in the formulation of planning applications. 
Feedback to date from Development Control Officers is limited given that it has been little 
used and is still emerging. However they recognise the benefits it can bring to the 
development process utilising the principles of the CABE sponsored ‘Building for Life 
Standard’ and placing design & sustainability at the forefront of developments. 

3. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The adoption of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework is and will remain a 
Corby Borough Council priority 
Financial 
None directly from this report 
Legal 
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
Performance Information 
None directly from this report 
Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities, Community Safety and Sustainability 
The preparation of the SPD takes account of the above issues and the sustainable balance to 
be achieved between them from the onset, formally set out through the process of the 
accompanying Sustainability Appraisal. 

4. Options to be Considered 
Members could agree not to adopt Sustainable Design SPD. The document will still remain as a 
material consideration, but would not carry the same weight in planning decisions if it has been 
adopted as SPD. 

5. Conclusion 
5.1 The report notes that many of the comments made by Local Plan committee have been 

embraced by the final version of the document and that overall; there is much in the SPD 
to be welcomed and remains appropriate. Therefore it is recommended that the SPD 
should be adopted as an important tool in delivering the high quality developments 
sought by the Core Spatial Strategy 

6. Recommendation 
It is recommended that Members agree to adopt the North Northamptonshire Sustainable 
Design Supplementary Planning Document 

Background Papers 
North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee report, 31st July 2008 
http://cmis.northamptonshire.gov.uk/CmisWebPublic/Binary.ashx?Document=3878 
Sustainable SPD - Sustainable Appraisal 
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Sustainability%20appraisal%201.pdf 
Sustainable SPD – Schedule of Response 
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Sustainable%20Design%20SPD%20Schedule%20of%20Respons
es.pdf 
Local Plan Committee report, 18th June 2008 
http://www.corby.gov.uk/Committee%20Meetings/Sustainable%20Design%20Supplementary%
20Planning%20Document.pdf 
Officers to Contact 
Terry Begley, Local Plans Principal Planner (ext. 3185) 
 


