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Streamlining Local Development Framework 
 

SYNOPSIS  
In the light of experience of the first 3 years of operation of the new planning system, the 
Government is consulting on a number of new measures with the intention of speeding up 
and simplifying the Local Development Framework (LDF) process. This report highlights the 
key proposed changes and potential issues for Corby. 

1. Relevant Background Details  
The Planning White Paper (May 2007) made a number of proposals to streamline LDF 
production which would require changes to regulation and/or policy, this document seeks 
consultation responses to these changes. The consultation deals with both changes to the 
regulations for implementing the new planning system and also the policy context as set out 
in Planning Policy Statement 12 (PPS12 Local Development Frameworks). 

The main areas of change to regulations concerns improved consultation arrangements, 
revisions to the process of plan making and in the way Supplementary Planning Documents 
are produced. 

Changes to the PPS include emphasising the key role the Core Spatial Strategy plays; the 
need for making progress with LDF’s; increasing the flexibility local authorities have in 
producing documents so as to concentrate on the essentials, and repackaging the tests of 
soundness. 

2. Report 
The Streamlining Local Development Framework Document sets out a number of proposals 
to streamline the LDF Production. The deadline for consultation responses is Tuesday 19th 
February. 

The document comprises of two main sections:- 

• Draft local Development (Amendment) Regulations. 

• Changes to PPS12. 

3. Changes to the Regulations 
3.1 The main areas of proposed change to Regulations concern: 

• Improved consultation arrangements. The two separate processes (issues and 
options and preferred options stages) are to be replaced with a single 
requirement to engage the public and stakeholders. Local authorities will have the 
authority to decide the best way to do it in an appropriate manner in there area.   

• The removal of existing Regulation 26 will mean that the first point at which the 
sustainability appraisal is legally required to be published is the point when the 
plans eventually published.  

3.2 The government has also proposed to forward time for making formal representations 
on the plan before the point of submission to the Secretary of the State. This will reduce 
the total examination period, and limit the chance of issues being raised post-
submission that have not been raised during plan preparation and consultation. 
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3.3 Another proposal concerns opportunity for change after formal representations. The 
proposed amendments would enable changes to the plan to be made prior to 
submission for examination without having to return to the start of the process.  

3.4 Allowing supplementary planning documents to be issued in accordance with policy in 
documents other than Development Plan Document (DPDs). At present Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPDs) are required to be in conformity with a DPD, however the 
government is proposing to allow SPDs to be prepared as long as they conform to the 
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) or to national policy, providing that it does not 
contravene DPDs in the district. 

3.5 Change to regulations to reduce administrative burdens. The government is suggesting 
that it is not necessary for local authorities to have to send copies of the DPD itself to 
any body other than the specific consultation bodies. They are also proposing to 
remove the requirement to produce four paper copies of documents on submission to 
the SoS and replacing it with a requirement to only provide a single paper copy. 

4. Changes to Planning Policy Statement 12 (PPS12) 
4.1 The draft PPS is a much shorter Document as material relating simply to process will 

be covered by an on line planning manua.  The draft PPS is solely a policy document 
setting out  the context for LDFs and what the government thinks they should achieve. 
It also places deliberate emphasis on core strategies as the overarching element of the 
LDF. 

4.2 The Changes to PPS12 include: 

• Emphasise on the need for timely delivery of DPDs. 
• LDFs as part of joined-up local authority strategy making. 
• Greater flexibility for local authorities to determine which DPDs they will produce. 
• Greater flexibility for local authorities to allocate strategic sites in the Core 

Strategy. 
• Reduction in complexity and number of DPDs. 
• Representing the tests of soundness in a way which avoids duplication with legal 

processes and makes it clear why testing for soundness matters. 
• Making it clear that infrastructure delivery planning to support the core strategy 

needs to be undertaken satisfactorily. 
• Extending the lifespan of the core strategy to 15 years.  

5. Options to be considered (if any) 
The consultation requires comments; the only real option is to comment on the document 
from the Corby position. This is set out in Section 7 (Conclusion) to be modified by Members 
where necessary. 

6. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The Council is working toward the adoption of the North Northamptonshire Local 
Development framework of which the Corby Local Development Documents form a major 
part. The adoption of the North Northamptonshire LDF and Corby’s constituent LDD’s is and 
will remain a CBC priority. 

Financial 
The new system appears to be streamlined and simplified which should potentially result in 
savings. Such as savings through the reduction of wastage created through consulting with 
bodies who do not wish to be engaged. However new software updates may be required to 
update the various stages and questions on the test of soundness may need to be 
repackaged. 
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Legal 
Development plans procedures and requirements will change and this will give need to      
revise the work so far and to ensure that the test of soundness as amended can be met. 

Performance Information 
None directly arising from this report 

Best Value/Community Safety/Human Rights/Equalities 
These are basic requirements in a sustainable community.  The Local Development 
Framework and Core Spatial Strategy see these as essential elements of any strategy. 

Sustainability 
This is the underlying principle both of the Local Development Framework and the 
Streamlining Local Development Frameworks Document. In the event that the Core Spatial 
Strategy time frame changes from 10 to 15 years it is even more important that broad 
strategic principles are identified to address sustainability principles. 

7. Conclusion 
The principle of the proposed changes is to be welcomed and appears to simplify and 
streamline the overall process. Improvements to the consultation process will reduce waste 
and  the overall process will become more flexible and responsive. However the comments 
noted below need to be taken into consideration, to ensure that the process is as efficient as 
possible.  

8. Recommendation 
That the comments, as set out in the “Conclusion” and “Appendix A” together with Members 
Comments be forwarded to the Department for Communities and Local Government by 
Tuesday 19th February, as Corby’s response to the Consultation on the Streamlining Local 
Development Frameworks document. 

 Background Papers 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

Town and County Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 (SI 2004, 
No.2204). 

Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks (ODPM, 2004). 

The Planning White Paper- Planning for a sustainable Future (HM Government, May 2007).  

Streamlining Local Development Frameworks (CLG, November 2007). 

External Consultations 
None- full consultation carried out by Department for Communities and local government. 
List of Appendices 
Appendix A- Commentary on Consultation Questions on the Streamlining of Local 
Development Frameworks. 

Officer to Contact 
Rebecca Yee, Head of Regeneration and growth, Tel: 01536-463186 

Email: Rebecca.Yee@Corby.gov.uk 


