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Full Council 19th September 2013
 

Standing Orders – Voting at Meeting 
 

SYNOPSIS 
To consider an amendment to the Council’s Standing Orders in relation to the recording of 
votes.  This matter was discussed by the Audit & Governance Committee at its meeting on 
14th August 2013.  The Committee are recommending approval. 

1. Relevant Background Details  
Under the Council’s Rules of Procedure (5.23), elected members may request that a vote on 
a recommendation, motion or amendment is recorded in the respective minutes.  If no 
request is made, then no record of who voted for, against or abstained would be made. 

Under the Local Authorities (Standing Orders) Regulations 1993 any elected member can 
request that their individual vote be recorded in the minutes if no general recorded vote is 
taken. 

The above standing orders apply to both meetings of Full Council and committees. 

2. Report 
Recently the Council was the subject of a complaint registered with the Local Government 
Ombudsman.  This centred around an application for planning permission considered by the 
Development Control Committee. 

There were various aspects to the complaint.  One related to perceived confusion regarding 
the voting pattern of elected members.  There was considerable confusion among those in 
the public gallery as to the outcome of the vote, although it should be noted that the Chair 
and the Proper Officer’s representative felt confident on the outcome.  The Chair, for good 
intentions, requested a revote.  The outcome was confirmed. 

The Ombudsman, whilst not questioning the outcome of the Committee’s decision, did raise 
criticism that the vote was not full comprehensible and required a revote.  The Ombudsman 
suggested a possible solution to avoid this happening in the future is for votes to be 
recorded. 

3. Options to be considered (if any) 
i) do nothing and simply remind elected members that they need to clearly 

indicate their voting intentions by raising their hand; or 
ii) introduce a mandatory standing order that votes at Development Control 

Committee meetings are recorded in the minutes.  This is a suggested solution 
offered by the Ombudsman. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Financial  
None specific to this report. 

Risk 
This incident did contribute to a complaint being registered with the Local Government 
Ombudsman.  The Ombudsman did criticise the Council on this occasion for a lack of clarity 
in the voting process, however he did stress that this did not affect the final outcome. 
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Legal 
There is no legal requirement for the votes of all elected members to be recorded, only that 
the resolution of the Committee is recorded. 

Under the Local Authorities (Standing Orders) Regulations 1993 any elected member can 
request that their individual vote be recorded in the minutes if no general recorded vote is 
taken. 

Human Rights & Equalities 
Members of the public were able to attend the meeting in question, and addressed 
Committee through the approved Public Participation Policy.  This was noted by the 
Ombudsman. 

5. Conclusion 
Whilst it is appreciated that this was only one Ombudsman case it has highlighted an issue 
which the Council by taking a fairly reasonable step can avoid reoccurring in the future. 

This matter was discussed by the Audit & Governance Committee at its meeting on 14th 
August 2013.  The Committee are recommending approval. 

6. Recommendation 
i) That Standing Orders be amended to make recording of votes mandatory at 

meetings of Development Control Committee where the Committee are 
required to determine an application for planning consent. 
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