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Dear Peter 
 
Consultation on area application for Weldon Neighbourhood Plan in accordance 
with the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and The Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012. 
 
Thank you for consulting us on the application received from Weldon Parish Council for 
the designation of the whole of Weldon Parish as a Neighbourhood Area for the 
purpose of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
Drawing up a neighbourhood plan is an opportunity to think about improving a local 
environment. General opportunities for neighbourhood planning include: 
 

 New green spaces or improvements to public space through new development. 
This could include linking open spaces to make green corridors for people and 
wildlife, planting trees, or making improvements to local waterways. 

 

 Helping a community to manage the risk of flooding by providing landscaping to 
manage and store water, and by promoting the use of sustainable drainage 
systems (SuDS). 

 

 It could also help to promote the use of wood and recycled materials in 
construction, and encourage energy efficiency measures for new builds. These 
measures will reduce the cost of construction for developers and help to reduce 
utility bills for those using the building. This will also help the environment by 
reducing emissions and improving air quality. 

 
A key principle of the planning system is to promote sustainable development. 
Sustainable development meets our needs for housing, employment and recreation 
while protecting the environment. It ensures that the right development, is built in the 
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right place at the right time. To assist in the preparation of any document and 
sustainable development we have identified the following information to help you 
maximise environmental gain from future development and to reduce its environmental 
impact. 
 
Water Quality 
 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) paragraph 109 states that the planning 
system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by 
preventing both new and existing development from contributing to or being put at 
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of water 
pollution. Government policy also states that planning policies and decisions should 
also ensure that adequate site investigation information, prepared by a competent 
person, is presented (NPPF, paragraph 121) 
 
Regulation 17 of the Water Environment (WFD) Regulations 2003 which places a duty 
on all public bodies including local planning authorities to have regard to River Basin 
Management Plans, which identify actions that local authorities and others need to take 
to address pressures on water bodies. Local Plans should consider the need to achieve 
‘good status’ in water bodies and also ensure the risk of deterioration or failure to 
improve a water body is considered when determining planning applications.  
 
There are four water bodies with part of their catchments within Weldon Parish Council 
boundaries, but the largest area of the parish drains into the Southern Stream. The 
major influence on the Southern Stream is the discharge of treated sewage effluent 
from Corby Water Recycling Centre, which serves Weldon and we understand 
eventually will also serve the Priors Hall development. There is potential for 
improvement of this discharge as currently the ecological status is moderate. 
 
There are smaller areas of the Glapthorn Brook and the Harpers Brook headwater 
catchments on the southern end of the parish. An opportunity to avoid deterioration of 
these water bodies would be that these areas are kept free of significant urban 
development. There is also a small part of the Northern Stream water body catchment 
on the northern end of the parish. 
 
Information on the status of the local watercourses is available on line via the catchment 
data explorer at http://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning 
 
A large fraction of the east and central areas of the parish (including the town of Weldon 
itself) lies on limestone sequences, including sections of the upper Lincolnshire 
limestone, the Blisworth limestone and the Rutland formation. The Rutland formation is 
a secondary B aquifer, while both the Lincolnshire limestone and the Blisworth 
limestone are principal aquifers. The northern and western sections of the parish are 
underlain by ooidal ironstone from the Northampton sandstone formation, classed as a 
secondary A aquifer. 
 
Principal aquifers are geological strata that exhibit high permeability and provide a high 
level of water storage. They may support water supply and/or river base flow on a 
strategic scale.  Secondary Aquifers are often capable of supporting water supplies at a 
local scale and normally provide an important source of flow to some rivers. The use of 
groundwater in the area makes parts of the area vulnerable to pollution from certain 
types of development. 
  
Weldon Parish lies outside any groundwater Source Protection Zones. We are unaware 

http://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning
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of any licenced abstractions, personal domestic abstractions, or deregulated 
abstractions lying with the parish boundary. 
  
We are able to provide further advice on protecting groundwater, including guidance on 
the use of SuDS. 
  
We recommend that developers should: 
1. Follow the risk management framework provided in CLR11, Model Procedures for the 
Management of Land Contamination, when dealing with land affected by contamination. 
2. Refer to the Environment Agency Guiding Principles for Land Contamination for the 
type of information that we require in order to assess risks to controlled waters from the 
site. The Local Authority can advise on risk to other receptors, such as human health. 
3. Refer to the Anglian River Basin Management Plan. 
4. Refer to our website at www.environment-agency.gov.uk for more information. 
  
We would like to refer the enquirer to our groundwater policies in Groundwater 
Protection: Principles and Practice (GP3), available from our website. This sets out our 
position for a wide range of activities and developments including: 

 Waste management 
 Discharge of liquid effluents 
 Land contamination 
 Ground source heat pumps 
 Cemetery developments 
 Drainage 

  
A number of historic landfill sites located within the Weldon Parish. These are: 
 

 Weldon Road Old Southern Farms – Weldon Road (SP9049288781), which 
operated from 1987 to 1992 and accepted inert waste 

 Barn Close Quarry (SP9087388392), which operated from 1978 until 1991 and 
accepted waste (Category A, B & C) 

 Preston’s pit (SP9096189186), which operated from 1984 to 1986 and accepted 
inert waste. 

 Refractory tip (SP9142189004), which operated from 1980 until 1986 and 
accepted liquid sludge and refractory waste. 

 Ironpits Wood Quarry on Geddington road (SP9113488165), which operated for 
exactly one year from December 1983. 

 Longhills Gullet (SP9205789075), operated between 1983 and 1984 and 
accepted inert waste. 

 Glebe Farm (SP9263388928) operated between 1982 and 1987 and accepted 
inert waste. 

 Ironstone Gullet Weldon (SP9221288920), operated for 4 months in 1987 and 
accepted inert waste. 

 Priors Hall Quarry (SP9284790382), operated between 1981 and 1983 and also 
accepted inert waste. 
 

There are also currently 2 active landfill sites within the parish: 
 

 Cowthick Industrial Quarry owned my Midland Land Reclamation on Stamford 
road (SP9195788521), which has been operational since 1991, and accepts 
household, commercial and industrial waste. 

 Adjacent to the Cowthick quarry is the Weldon Landfill site (SP9245888297), 
which was issued in 2015 and has the capacity for 25000T, excluding inert 
waste. 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/


  

Cont/d.. 
 

4 

  
Piling advice: 
 
Piling or any other foundation designs / investigation boreholes / tunnel shafts / ground 
source heating and cooling systems using penetrative methods can result in risks to 
potable supplies from, for example, pollution / turbidity, risk of mobilising contamination, 
drilling through different aquifers and creating preferential pathways. Thus it should be 
demonstrated that any proposed piling will not result in contamination of groundwater. 
  
Flood Risk  
 
Willow brook runs through the center of the neighbourhood boundary and is classified 
as a Main River, it falls within Flood Zone 2 and 3. 
 
Flood Zone 3 – land having a 1% AEP (1 in 100 annual probability) or greater of river 
flooding or a 0.5% AEP (1 in 200 annual probability) or greater of flooding from the sea 
in any year, ignoring the presence of defences. 
 
Flood Zone 2 – land having between a 1% and 0.1% AEP (1 in 100 and 1 in 1000 
annual probability) of river flooding or between 0.5% and 0.1% AEP (1 in 200 and 1 in 
1000 annual probability) of sea flooding in any year, ignoring the presence of defences 
 
It would also be beneficial when drawing up the plan to include a copy of the flood map 
to support these statements and visualise the floodplain within Weldon. This area is 
covered by Northamptonshire County Council as Lead Local Flood Authority, we would 
strongly recommended that they are consulted on any plan to comment on other 
aspects of flood risk and surface water drainage. 
 
Local and development plans should apply a sequential, risk-based approach to the 
location of development to avoid where possible flood risk to people and property and 
manage any residual risk, taking account of the impacts of climate change (NPPF, 
paragraph 100). 
 
Our latest flood maps are available on our website application “what’s in your 
backyard?” (http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/37793.aspx ) 
Alternatively detailed flood risk information can be provided by request a product 3 
Flood Risk Assessment Data Information, by writing to Customers and Engagement, 
Waterside North Lincoln, Lincoln, LN2 5HA or by email LNenquiries@environment-
agency.gov.uk 
 
Updated guidance on how climate change could affect flood risk to new development - 
‘Flood risk assessments: climate change allowances’ was published on gov.uk on 19 
February 2016.This area falls within the Anglian River Basin District. 
 
 Wastewater infrastructure 
 
Should any development be proposed we recommend early consultation with Anglian 
Water to determine whether there is (or will be prior to occupation) sufficient 
infrastructure capacity existing for the connection, conveyance, treatment and disposal 
of quantity and quality of water associated with any proposed development within 
environmental limits of the receiving watercourse. This may impact on the housing 
figures and the phasing of development. 
 
Please note that if there is not sufficient capacity in the infrastructure then we must be 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/37793.aspx
mailto:LNenquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:LNenquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessments-climate-change-allowances
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consulted again with alternative methods of disposal.  
 
We will require Corby Borough Council to consult Anglian Water at the planning 
application stage for their ‘Suggested informatives and conditions report’ 
 
Water Efficiency 
 
Over the next 20 years demand for water is set to increase substantially yet there is 
likely to be less water available due to a drier climate and tighter controls on abstraction. 
To address this new development should be designed to be as water efficient as 
possible. This will not only reduce water consumption but also reduce energy bills as 
approximately 24% of domestic energy consumption in the UK goes to heating water 
(DTI 2002).  
 
Simple solutions such as dual-flush toilets, water-saving taps and showers, water butts 
and appliances with the highest water efficiency rating should all be included in the 
development. The use of greywater recycling and rainwater harvesting will achieve a 
higher efficiency for the development and should be installed wherever possible.  
 
Any submitted scheme should include detailed information (capacities, consumption 
rates, etc) on proposed water saving measures. Where rainwater recycling or greywater 
recycling is proposed, this should be indicated on site plans. Applicants are also 
advised to refer to the following for further guidance: 
www.waterefficientbuildings.co.uk and www.waterwise.org.uk  
 
Waste and Resource Management 
 
Should any development be planned waste should be designed out during the design 
phase to ensure that during the construction and during demolition at the end of life, 
minimal volumes of waste result. The developer should consider how they will 
incorporate recycled/recovered materials into the building programme, including the use 
of secondary and recycled aggregates, and re-use of any on-site demolition waste. 

Consideration should be given on how the design of the development will incorporate 
facilities to allow for easy recycling by the residents. Careful thought should be given as 
to how recycling will be made easy for residents of multi-occupancy buildings and for 
the provision for recycling on the move. Facilities like these will increase recycling as 
well as reduce litter.www.wrap.org.uk  
  
Net Gains for Nature 
 
Landscaping proposals should demonstrate that thought has been given to maximising 
potential ecological enhancement. Paragraph 9 of the NPPF sets out that planning 
should seek positive improvements and includes an aim to move from a net loss of 
biodiversity to achieving net gains for nature in line with the Natural Environment White 
Paper (2011). In determining planning applications Local Authorities are asked to 
conserve and enhance biodiversity and encourage opportunities to incorporate 
biodiversity in and around developments (Para.118). This presents an opportunity to 
provide multi-functional benefits - providing open space for residents, sustainable 
transport links, wildlife/ecological value, climate change resilience, improved water 
quality and flood risk management. 
 
Green Infrastructure, defined as a network of new and existing multi-functional green 
space and features, such as ecological corridors or other appropriate planting, should 
therefore be considered as part of the development. Such measures can provide the 

http://www.waterefficientbuildings.co.uk/
http://www.waterwise.org.uk/
http://www.wrap.org.uk/
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range of benefits outlined above, including for example providing shade to the built 
environment to reduce overheating, and intercepting rainfall and reducing flood risk. But 
there is evidence that the inclusion of such features can also provide further economic 
benefits, such as encouraging inward investment, increasing property values and 
increasing visitor spending in an area. More information on this and Green Infrastructure 
in general is available on the Natural England web pages:  
www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningdevelopment/greeninfrastructure/default.a
spx  
 
Incorporating green and/or brown roofs and walls can be a particularly effective 
measure. They provide valuable urban habitats, increased energy efficiency of buildings 
and attenuation of rain water.  Research from the journal ‘Environmental Science and 
Technology’ claims that green walls deliver cleaner air at street level where most people 
are exposed to the highest pollution. They can also add to an attractive street scene if 
designed well – a good example of this is the Transport for London Green Wall near 
Blackfriars station. 
 
Additional Useful Resources 
 
The UK Green Building Council has also published a series of documents to help 
developers to understand sustainability issues. These documents are available on their 
website at: http://www.ukgbc.org/  
 
The Neighbourhood Plan should be based on a robust long term vision and a clear 
enough structure for development and change to help make it happen even with 
changes in political and economic conditions. We look forward to continued 
engagement with the Parish to tackle issues and achieve exemplar development 
wherever possible.  
 
We cannot over-emphasise the importance of early pre-application discussion on all 
proposals to ensure that any initial issues can be resolved and subsequent planning 
applications run smoothly. As sites or more detailed area plans come forward, we will 
provide more detailed comments. Early liaison will achieve our aim of ensuring that 
schemes are enabled in a joined up way and avoid issues arising unexpectedly at 
advanced stages in the process.  
 
Please note that this advice is given in good faith on the basis of the information 
supplied at the time of writing. This advice is given without prejudice to matters that may 
arise from further information, consultation or examination and is therefore not binding 
on any formal consultation reply or decision that may be made by us. 
 
Should you require any additional information, or wish to discuss these matters further, 
please do not hesitate to contact me on the number below.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs Sharon Nolan 
Sustainable Places Planning Advisor 
 
Direct dial 020302 53525 
Direct e-mail sharon.nolan@environment-agency.gov.uk 
 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningdevelopment/greeninfrastructure/default.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningdevelopment/greeninfrastructure/default.aspx
http://www.ukgbc.org/
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       Awarded to Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire Area. 
 
 
 


