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One Corby Policy Committee  13th August 2019 
 

 
Section 106 Woodland and Open Green Space Enhancements  

 
 

Synopsis 
 

This report requests Members of the Committee to agree the spending priorities relating to 
the Section 106 community purposes contribution received from the development of Land 
South of Geddington Road. 

1. Relevant Background Details  
The Section 106 (s106) agreed in December 2013 provides £923,000 from the development 
of Land South of Geddington Road to be spent on the enhancement and management of 
existing woodland and open space assets in the ownership of Corby Borough Council. 
 
This report concentrates on the spending priorities for the £923k community purposes 
contribution for the enhancement and management of existing woodland and open space 
assets in the ownership of the Council.  

 
2. Report 

A Woodland Group comprising of both Councillors and Council staff was established in 2012 
to recommend a set of priorities from the Geddington Road s106 to ensure support for the 
future management and sustainability of all woodlands, green open spaces and country 
parks within the borough. Other attendees of this group include representatives of Corby 
Borough Council, Lockhart Garratt, Wildlife Trust, Natural England, Environment Agency, 
Forestry Commission and Rockingham Forest for Life.  
 
The purpose was to consider proposals with regards the environmental mitigation in respect 
of the Stanion Lane Plantation and to ensure this s106 contribution made a positive impact 
on the Borough’s green infrastructure. The key priority was to ensure the future sustainability 
of all Corby woodlands. The s106 contribution will be critical in improving the capacity to 
effectively manage and improve all woodlands, green open spaces and country parks. 
 
Since the launch the Thoroughsale and Hazelwood Woodland Project has been recognised 
for its successes and improvements by external bodies such as the Royal Forestry Society 
and the Forestry Commission.  

It is recommended that its operational aims and objectives (below) be replicated using the 
s106 funding across all other woodlands green open spaces and country parks within the 
borough including East Carlton Country Park, Weldon Country Park, West Glebe, 
Coronation Park and Kingswood Local Nature Reserve: i.e. 

Aims and Objectives 

• To provide financially sustainability for the full Corby woodland and public open space 
estate under a common management framework. 

• To ensure robustness against climate change for Corby’s woodlands and public open 
space estate. 
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• Promote connectivity for wildlife and people between key sites and seek opportunities 
for new woodland creation. 

• Achieve biodiversity enhancements through effective woodland management 
principles. 

• Provide a range of safe and interesting recreational opportunities for all. 

• Promote cultural heritage and the arts. 

• Provide educational and physical benefits for all. 

• Enhance Corby’s townscape and visual amenity. 
 
In order to achieve the above, please see the below indicative costs for each of the spending 
priorities for the s106. This will be managed under the direction of the existing Woodland 
Steering Group: 

Spending Priorities 

1. To commission the writing and implementation of four operational woodland 
management plans for East Carlton Park, Kingswood LNR, Weldon Country Park and 
West Glebe. The management plans will follow the Forestry Commission template 
and will ensure other funding streams can be applied for.  
The estimated cost for this is £100k. 
 

2. The overarching aim is to continue to transform Corby’s woodlands, country parks 
and open green spaces into vibrant, safe, attractive and welcoming green assets. 
The Council is proud of recently achieving the Green Flag status for Hazel and 
Thoroughsale Woods for the eighth consecutive year and this coveted award could 
be achieved for a number of other green spaces using this investment.  
The estimated cost for this is £200k. 

 
3. To undertake projects to support the economic sustainability of the Corby Woodlands 

.and open green spaces. The Throughsale and Hazelwood project has been 
externally funded since 2012 through a Homes and Community Agency grant which 
is estimated to come to an end in 2022.  
The estimated five year cost is £400k. 

 

4. To provide additional funding to the Wildlife Trust allowing them to undertake 
important habitat management and conservation activities in Kingswood LNR and the 
Great Oakley Meadow.  
The estimated five year cost of £40k. 

 

5. To create a full time or part time Parks and Woodland Ranger post focused on 
voluntary and educational engagement, supporting fundraising bids and to continue 
to build relationships with the business sector and schools.  
The estimated five year cost would be £110k. 
 

6. To increase signage and interpretation boards throughout including new walking and 
cycle trails providing green connectivity for visitors.  
The estimated cost is £70k. 
 

Expected Outcomes: 

• Co-ordinate management plans for Corby’s woodland estate.  
• Assist with achieving long term operational sustainability through effectively 

resourced implementation plans 
• Positive involvement of a wide variety of stakeholders bringing and receiving a 

range of benefits 
• Provision of safer and cleaner green spaces 
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• Additional educational and recreational benefits  
• Increased community involvement and engagement in, and understanding and 

stewardship of their local woodland 
• Ongoing ecological and habitat monitoring and reporting, providing better 

understanding for increased and more diverse wildlife and bio-diversity  
• Production of a range of woodland products to provide revenue for future 

sustainability. 
• Positive management to ensure resilience against climate change, especially for 

ancient woodland. 
• Green Flag status for five sites including Hazel and Thoroughsale, East Carlton 

Country Park, West Glebe Park, Weldon Country Park and Kingswood Local 
Nature Reserve.  

3. Options to be considered (if any)  
  
 Option One - Support the spending priorities as outlined in the report  

 
Option Two- Not to support this proposal. If this is the case other priorities will need to be 

established as soon as possible. 

4. Issues to be taken into account  
  

Policy Priorities  
 
The Council’s One Corby Corporate Plan including improving health and well being and 
reducing health and social inequalities, reducing anti-social behaviour in supporting safer 
stronger communities and continuing with the regeneration of the Borough.  The Borough’s 
woodlands, parks, open green spaces and two county parks all play an important role in 
achieving these objectives.   

Financial  
The S106 community purposes contribution to the Council is £923k to be paid before the 
completion of the development. The spending priorities will be contained within this figure.      
 
Risk 
 
If the Council do not continue to invest in the green infrastructure the woodlands that are 
now opened up and safer for public to use will revert back to being overgrown and uninviting 
and the Council will lose the Green Flag Award.  
 
Legal 
S106 legal agreement dated 13th December 2013.  

Human Rights and Equalities 
An equality questionnaire has been completed, which had a positive impact with no need to 
complete a full equality impact assessment. The Councils Service Level Agreements require 
organisations to have either adopted an equal opportunities policy/procedure or have an 
equality statement. Activities offered must not discriminate or refuse participation by any 
members of the community. 
 

Sustainability 
The s106 will contribute towards the continued drive to make the woodland and borough 
parks more sustainable by allowing income initiatives to be developed. All income generated 
will be used to reduce the net running costs.  
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Community Safety 
 
The continued enhancement and improvement does subsequently increase the usage of 
parks and woodlands which helps combat and reduce potential anti-social behaviour.  

5. Conclusion 
 

Investment in the Woodland project has not only achieved a cleaner, inviting, safer woodland 
but also a substantial increase in people using the woodland for Forest Schools, art projects, 
walking, fitness and school holiday activities.   

There is also a social element to the project that cannot be quantified in a report, the 
woodland project works with many volunteers, some of who are vulnerable adults, who have 
gained skills and qualifications through the project in chipping, splitting, coppicing, retail 
experience, first aid, arts projects and volunteering with other Council events such as Bonfire 
Night and the Halloween event.   

Investment in the woodlands and green spaces not only protects these valuable assets 
which are throughout the Borough and easily accessible, but also the flora and fauna in each 
area and the wider reaching results in improving people’s Health and Wellbeing.    

 
6. Recommendations 

The Committee:- 

i)  agree the S106 spending priorities as detailed in the report.   

  
 Background Papers 

 S106 Agreement – land South of Geddington Road. 
 Throughsale and Hazelwood Woodland Management Plan  
 Equality Questionnaire 
 

External Consultations 
Lockhart Garratt, Wildlife Trust, Natural England, Environment Agency, Forestry 
Commission and Rockingham Forest for Life.  
 
Officer to Contact 
Chris Stephenson, Head of Service Culture and Leisure, telephone 01536 464041 
Rebecca Jenkins, Woodland Manager, 01536 464019  
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