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LOCAL PLANS COMMITTEE 29th  June 2016
 

School Organisation Plan 2016-21 

 

SYNOPSIS 

Northamptonshire County Council has published for consultation the School Organisation 
Plan 2016-21 outlining how the educational needs within the County will be met over the 
next five years. This report is intended to inform Members of the document and seek 
comments to feed into the consultation process. 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Northamptonshire County Council has prepared an organisation plan for school places in the 
County for the period 2016-21. The document is subject to consultation for a period of six 
weeks between 16th May and 1st July 2016. The document is available on the County Council’s 
website at the following link or to view in the Members room: 

 http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Council/consultations/Documents/PDF%20Doc
uments/School%20Organisation%20Plan%202016%20to%202021%20-%20Consultation.pdf 

2 Background 

2.1 Northamptonshire County Council has prepared a School Organisation Plan 2016-21 to 
support their statutory duty as education provider, which requires them to: 

 ensure sufficient schools and places, 

 ensure sufficient post 16 provision; 

 provide appropriate education provision for children with special educational needs and 
disabilities; 

 promote high education standards; 

 ensure fair access to educational opportunity; and 

 promote diversity and parental choice 

3 Report 

 Mainstream school provision (primary and secondary provision) 

3.1 Section 2 of the document outlines the methodology for school place planning in 
Northamptonshire, which is based on primary and secondary pupil projection forecasts, the 
number of pupils currently within the education system, levels of in-migration to 
Northamptonshire and recommended levels of surplus capacity. 

3.2 The primary pupil projection forecasts predict a 2.96% increase in the total number of pupils 
attending a primary school in Northamptonshire between 2016 and 2021. Secondary pupil 
projection forecasts indicate a 24.6% increase in the total number of students attending a 
secondary facility within Northamptonshire during the same period. The primary forecasts 
balance the levels of planned growth with the recent fall in birth rates across the county; 
however, the rise in Northamptonshire’s secondary provision is attributable to a rising birth rate 
in previous years, which are expected to impact upon secondary school provision from the 
2016/17 academic year onwards. 

3.3 The document acknowledges that in recent years, in-migration to Northamptonshire has 
become a major factor in terms of school place planning. It is explained that levels of in-
migration to the county as a whole, or a specific town, are impossible to predict, particularly as, 
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unlike rising birth rates that impact upon the foundation stage of primary school first and can 
be planned in advance, in-migration can cause pupil numbers in any year group to spike 
without warning i.e. “In Year” growth. Pressures have been identified for years 5 and 6 in 
Corby; however, the County Council indicates that it is working with schools to identify where 
additional classes can be established. 

3.4 The Department for Education (DfE) recommends all schools retain 5-10% of their total 
capacity as surplus to accommodate “In Year” growth such as that created by in-migration. 
Appendix 6 of the document shows that Corby currently has the lowest surplus capacity within 
Northamptonshire, at only 3.9% on average, with 8 out of the 12 year groups below the DfE 
recommended limit. 

 Delivery – principles / funding / methods 

3.5 Section 3 of the document outlines the County Council’s main principles in providing additional 
school places to meet demand through the provision of new facilities and extension to existing 
facilities. In general, these relate to the quality and design of buildings, future proofing by 
allowing for future population growth, working collaboratively to meet demands, taking the 
views of parents and local communities into consideration; aiming to build new facilities ahead 
of scheduled demand, co-locating schools with other community facilities to serve local 
children and communities, and considering the amalgamation of Infant and Junior schools. 

3.6 A number of funding mechanisms to enable delivery of further facilities are also identified, 
including; developer contributions, basic need grant funding received annually from central 
government, capital receipts from surplus sites, capital contributions from school budgets or 
‘Capital Infrastructure Funding’ bids by Academies, the centrally funded Free Schools 
programme, and capital funding allocations for ‘Voluntary Aided’ schools. 

3.7 Section 3.2 of the document outlines the County Council’s methods for delivering new school 
places, including: 

 Extending existing schools, by adding classrooms and other spaces 

 Building new schools 

 Refurbishing former schools 

 Encouraging and supporting Free School applications 

 Non-traditional methods, such as utilising commercial premises 

3.8 Appendix 1 of the document provides further detail of where additional primary and secondary 
schools capacity has been provided during the period 2010-16, and appendix 3 provides 
details of new schools required by 2021. For Corby these include: 

 2 form entry primary school at Oakley Vale 

 2 form entry primary-first school at West Corby 

 2 form entry primary school at Weldon Park 

 6th secondary school for Corby 

 Special educational need (SEN) Free School in Corby (discussed further in non-
mainstream education provision section below). 

Non-mainstream education provision 

3.9 Section 4 of the document outlines how non-mainstream education will be delivered, which 
includes providing for those with special educational needs (SEND), post 16 provision and 
early years provision. 

3.10 The document acknowledges that the pupil numbers in special schools at both primary and 
secondary level have increased at a faster rate than mainstream schools and, although 
additional capacity has already been provided, the need for a new facility for primary aged 
pupils in Corby and North Northamptonshire has been identified as a key priority for the 
County, which has been highlighted as a potential Free School proposal. The County Council 
intend to prepare separate plans for both SEND and early years provision. 
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Corby Area Profile 

3.11 Section 5 includes area plans for the 7 boroughs/district in Northamptonshire. The area profile 
for Corby acknowledges that the surplus capacity figures for most year groups in Corby are 
below the DfE benchmark of 5%, as highlighted in paragraph 3.4 of this report. 

3.12 Primary pupil projections suggest Reception intakes will be broadly static until September 
2019 but it is expected that high levels of in-migration combined with the levels of planned 
growth across the borough will result in an increased demand for primary school places. An 
additional primary school at Priors Hall is due to open in September 2016 and new primary 
schools are planned to serve the developments at Weldon Park, Corby West and Oakley Vale. 

3.13 There is currently Year 7 capacity for 863 students in existing secondary schools in the Corby 
borough. As the increased number of primary pupils progress through the primary phase of 
education, they will begin to impact on the secondary phase. Projections suggest that by 
September 2017, all existing Corby secondary schools will be full and additional capacity will 
be required. The following plans are being progressed by the County Council to ensure the 
provision of sufficient secondary places: 

 Expansion of Corby Technical School from 75-150 pupils per year group (375-750 pupils 
total), to take effect from September 2017; 

 Establishment of a new secondary school for the town, to open September 2019. A site 
has been identified to the south of the town centre; 

 Temporary expansion of Kingswood Academy to offer places to an additional 16 pupils for 
the 2016/17 and 2017/18 academic years; 

 Other temporary measures, likely in the form of ‘bulge’ year groups at existing schools, to 
ensure there is sufficient capacity prior to the opening of the new secondary school 

3.14 Post 2021, a seventh secondary school will be provided as part of the Corby West 
development. 

3.15 Officer comment: The area profile for Corby (section 5.2) assumes a figure of 350 completions 
each year; justification should be provided for why an alternative estimate has been used to 
that of the emerging Joint Core Strategy, which sets a target of 460 completions per year 
based on objectively assessed need, particularly as the document refers to the emerging JCS 
figures in appendix 2. 

4 Consultation 

4.1 The County Council have included a consultation response form as appendix 6 to the 
document; this poses the following five questions as well as providing the opportunity to make 
further comments: 

1. Did you find this document helpful in understanding NCC’s proposed strategy? 

2. Are the roles of the key stakeholders clear and helpful? 

3. Do you agree with the principles for meeting demand outlined in section 3.0? 

4. Do you agree with the methods for meeting demand outlined in section 3.2? 

5. Are the area analyses sufficiently clear and transparent about the data underpinning current 
pupil projection forecasts? 

4.2 The above Officer comment (paragraph 3.15 of this report) has been made to seek clarification 
behind the pupil projection figures, but Officers are now seeking any relevant comments from 
Members to provide a response to Northamptonshire County Council. 

4.3 An ‘expression of interest form’ has also been published as appendix 8 to the document 
requesting information from external organisations such as academies that would be 
interested in working in partnership with the County Council to help deliver new facilities. 

5 Issues to be taken into account:- 

Policy Priorities 

As Northamptonshire’s education provider, the County Council is required to ensure the 
provision of sufficient school places within the county and specifically Corby borough. The 
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amount and type of provision should be appropriate to compliment the levels of growth 
planned within the borough as part of the emerging Joint Core Strategy. 

Financial 

There are no costs associated with this report or the submission of a response to this 
consultation. 

Legal 

The County Council has a statutory duty to ensure the education needs of the county are met. 
This document is a useful tool in understanding how these needs will be met; however, this 
document will have no legal weight from a planning perspective. 

Performance Information 

It will be the responsibility of the County Council to monitor the delivery of the plans contained 
within this document, to ensure the education needs of the county are continuing to be met. 

Best Value, Human Rights and Community Safety 

None directly related to this report 

Equalities and Sustainability 

None directly related to this report 

Risk Management 

No significant risks arising from this report; however, the consultation provides the Council with 
the opportunity to comment on the proposals within this document. 

6 Conclusion 

6.1 Northamptonshire County Council has published the School Organisation Plan 2016-21 
outlining how the education needs will be met in the county over the next five years. This 
specifically considers the primary and secondary school place planning for the Corby borough 
and outlines the proposed new facilities and extensions to existing facilities that are planned 
by 2021. 

7 Recommendation 

It is recommended that Members note the contents of Northamptonshire County Council’s 
School Organisation Plan 2016-21 and, where necessary, provide comments to feed into the 
consultation process and supplement the officer comments. 

Appendices 

None 

Background Papers 

None 

Officers to Contact 

Bernice Turner, Planning Officer, 01536 463188 
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Northamptonshire Organisation Plan for School Places 2016 – 2021 

Sufficiency strategy 

1. Introduction and purpose 

The Council Plan for 2016-21 sets out the vision of “Making Northamptonshire a great place to live and work.”  

Northamptonshire is the largest single growth area in England outside of London, with a population of more than 

700,000 and set to grow by 20% by 2025.  This sets the context for our sufficiency strategy in planning school places 

across the county in the period 2016-21.  In particular, this Organisation Plan supports Northamptonshire County 

Council’s vision for Education and Learning: “A good education for everyone in Northamptonshire.” 

   

NCC aims to be amongst the top performing Local Authorities by 2020 (top quartile). To achieve this aim, the council 

must address the following areas/shortfall in the attainment levels of students attending school in the county; 

 

Top Quartile Performance 

National  
2015 Top 

Quartile of 
LA results NCC 2015 Gap 

5+A*-C GCSE including English and Maths 59.6% 51.3% -8.3% 

L4+ RWM (DfE rounded data) 82% 77% -5% 

RWM APS KS1 16.3 16.1 -0.2pts  

FSP Good Level of Development 68.6% 64.6% -4.0% 

 

 

NCC has also stated it has the following objectives via its ‘Race to the top’ agenda; 

1. Train, recruit and retain the best teachers and education leaders (including governors) through our 

Leadership and Governance Academy; 

2. Implement a challenge and intervention strategy for all schools and settings to ensure rapid improvement 

where there are concerns; 

3. Strengthen links with business and industry. 

Funding of £1m has pump primed these aspirations and great progress has already been made towards these goals. 

However, there is a need to continue to improve educational outcomes and to mainstream many of the activities 

already in place. NCC is expecting an Ofsted inspection of School Improvement Arrangements in early 2016 and the 

council remains committed to ensuring it has an effective Education service, which meets the needs of the children, 

young people and families of Northamptonshire.  

The council will focus on getting the basics right, targeting resources in an efficient and cost-effective manner and 

using the system already in place to ensure improvements are delivered. Key indicators of how success will be 

measured are detailed below; 

1. An increase in the percentage of children and young people in Northamptonshire attending ‘good’ and 

‘outstanding’ provision; 

2. An increase in attainment and progress at Key Stage 2 and 4, so that they are in line with national data and 

exceed that of statistical neighbours; 
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3. Close the gaps in attainment and progress for White British pupils from a deprived background, looked after 

children, children with Special Educational Needs (SEND), and those who speak English as a foreign language, 

so that they are in line with, or exceed national data; 

4. Ensuring that students can access a range of suitable post 16 provision to suit their needs and success rates, 

match or exceed national data; 

5. Ensuring that NCC provides ‘local places for local children’ across all parts of Northamptonshire and that this 

strategy accounts for; sufficiency, suitability, standards and parental preference  issues; 

6. By reducing the number of fixed term and permanent exclusions, in line with the county’s statistical 

neighbours. 

As well as supporting the aims and aspirations stated above, this Organisation Plan will help schools, parents, council 

staff, local partners and stakeholders understand how the council plans for and provides sufficient school places in 

Northamptonshire.  It sets out the principles underpinning school place planning; the ways in which places will be 

delivered, the information which will be used and the way we work with a range of partners to deliver high quality 

and accessible schools for all learners. 

 

NCC has a statutory duty to:  

 ensure sufficient schools and places; 

 ensure sufficient post 16 provision; 

 provide appropriate education provision for children with special educational needs and disabilities; 

 promote high education standards; 

 ensure fair access to educational opportunity; 

 promote diversity and parental choice. 
 

 

It is the Council’s role to plan, commission and organise school places in a way that promotes the raising of 

standards, manages supply and demand and creates a diverse infrastructure.  

 

This plan provides for a planning period that can best take account of known information with a minimum level of 

variance in a transparent, objective, cost effective and sustainable way. 

 

In a period of financial challenge, the Council is committed to providing accommodation for school places, whether 

permanent or temporary, that is high quality, fit for purpose, provides value for money and ensures flexibility to 

respond to changes in need and curriculum. 

 

Since 2010, NCC has invested £230m in the schools estate. The Capital Strategy for 2016-21 identifies a further 

£400m of investment that is required to meet the anticipated demand for school places in the county and ensure 

that NCC continues to meet its statutory obligation of providing sufficiency of school places within 

Northamptonshire. Appendix 1 details the capital schemes that are expected to come forward in 2016 and beyond.  

 

1.1 Headline data 

 

In Northamptonshire the overall population has increased by 3.2% from 2011 to 2014. It is expected to grow by a 

further 5.7% in the period to 2021. 
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There has been an increase of 23.4% in the annual number of births in the county for the period 2001 to 2012.   The 

school age (5-18 year old) population has risen by 4.3%, from 94,753 to 98,761 in the period 2005 to 2015. It is 

expected to rise by a further 7.5% by 2020.  The number of children entering Northamptonshire primary schools has 

risen by 11.5% in the last 5 years.  

 

The data for Northamptonshire broadly equates with the national pattern: 

 A fall in the secondary school population during the last 10 years.  However, the number of pupils in state-funded 

secondary schools starts to rise in 2016 as a result of increases in the birth rate since 2002. 

 The secondary school population is projected to continue rising during the period covered by this plan. 

 The primary school population has been rising since 2009.  However, the rate of increase is forecast to fall during the 

period due to reducing birth figures.  This will have the effect of stabilising the state-funded primary school 

population. 

 

For Northants, the number of children entering Reception classes in September 2015 is 8,946 compared with 8,027 

in September 2010.  This has been a result of the increased birth rate, in-migration to the county and housing 

development.  Although the birth rate is expected to drop in the period of this plan, the impact of additional housing 

will continue to affect many areas of the county. 

 

The overall numbers of Primary school children will continue to grow until September 2018, as larger year groups 

work their way through, then overall numbers will begin to stabilise for the year groups entering Reception from 

September 2019 onwards although, again, in some areas the impact of new housing will offset this. 

 

Overall numbers in secondary schools will grow from September 2015 onwards as larger cohorts transfer from 

primary schools, expecting to peak in September 2025 to correspond with the Reception peak seven years earlier, 

but numbers may then plateau. 

 

The Department for Education advises that there should be a minimum of 5% surplus places in order to provide 

flexibility and parental choice.  In areas of Northamptonshire, as elsewhere in the country, this is not being achieved.  

The council will work to achieve this minimum level wherever possible. 

 

1.2 Housing developments  
 

New housing developments create additional demand for existing and new education provision.  The district and 

borough councils, in conjunction with the North and the West Joint Planning Units, produce Local Plans in order to 

identify development policies and sites over a designated time period.  In total, there are plans to build 80,000 

additional homes across the county by 2031. These are likely to lead to approximately 24,000 additional Primary 

aged pupils, and 16,000 Secondary and Sixth Form pupils. The majority of new housing is being brought forward in 

Sustainable Urban Extensions such as Kettering East (5,000 dwellings) and Towcester South (2,750 dwellings). Each 

local planning authority has at least one of these large scale housing projects. However, a lot of development will be 

piecemeal – small developments in both urban and rural locations. What is clear is that the county is experiencing 

different levels of growth depending on the location; the levels are not uniform across the county. For example, 

urban areas such as Northampton are experiencing significantly more growth that rural areas such as north East 

Northamptonshire.  However, countywide both rural and urban areas are affected.   

A full list of the assessed housing requirements for the two ‘Joint Planning Units’ that cover Northamptonshire, 

‘North Northamptonshire’ (Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and the East Northants) and ‘West Northamptonshire’ 

(Northampton, Daventry and South Northants); can be found in Appendix 2.  
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A full list of the new schools expected to result from housing development across Northamptonshire can be found in 

Appendix 3. The Appendix also details the size of each development and the expected pupil yield from each. 

1.3 Mainstream school provision 
 
As at 1st April 2016, Northamptonshire has 262 primary phase and 36 secondary phase schools with 5 all-through 

schools; in addition to this there are also 12 special schools in the county. 

 

Type Primary All-
Through 

Secondary Special UTC's Alternative 
Provision 

Total 

Community 99 0 1 5 0 0 105 

VA 19 0 0 0 0 0 19 

VC 30 0 0 0 0 0 30 

Academy 103 5 31 7 0 2 148 

Free School 1 0 1 0 2 0 4 

Foundation 5 0 1 0 0 0 6 

Total 257 5 34 12 2 2 312 

 
These figures will change as schools convert to Academy status going forward. 
 
The council views all state-funded schools, regardless of their status, as Northamptonshire schools that educate 
Northamptonshire children.  We will work with all schools to increase provision, where required, within the 
parameters that the different funding routes and opportunities present. 
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2. School place planning 

2.1 Methodology  

When planning school places the council takes account of three main factors: 

 Current and projected data information provided by NCC’s Business Intelligence and 

Performance Improvement team (BIPI). 

 Housing development and Planning applications from the Environment, Development and 

Transport team. 

 Applications for school places, through the co-ordinated scheme and in-year, from the School 

Admissions team. 

Following the January School census, actual numbers on roll are compared to previous projections to 

check the accuracy. Last year (2014) countywide projections were underestimated by 0.8% for 

Reception and 0.5% for primary as a whole. Secondary school projections were underestimated by 

0.2% for Year 7 and 0.1% for secondary as a whole. The table below gives a full breakdown of these 

figures, by area, showing how accurate projections were compared to actual numbers on roll in; 

 Reception (year of entry to primary school); 

 Primary schools as a whole; 

 Year 7 (year of entry to secondary school); 

 Secondary schools as a whole. 

Accuracy Corby Daventry 
East 

North
ants 

Kettering Northampton 
South 

Northants 
W’boro County 

Reception 48 -63 -48 -3 6 32 -45 -73 

R-6 44 -47 -95 -59 -28 -31 -83 -299 

Yr 7 13 -4 8 -8 -3 -1 -19 -14 

7-11 38 8 -31 8 -9 -10 -24 -20 

 

The council will keep schools, academies and other partner organisations aware of plans to meet 

demand.   

NCC is required to submit an annual return to the Department for Education (DfE) of its school 

capacity and pupil projection data (SCAP return). This forms the basis of capital grant allocations and 

informs DfE policy making.  

The expected number of pupils being educated in Northamptonshire over the course of this plan (and 

beyond in the case of secondary pupils) can be found in the tables below; 
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2.2 Primary: 

County NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 R-6 

Actual 2015/16 9537 9462 9334 9428 8902 8626 8423 63712 

Forecast 

2016/17 9574 9645 9542 9360 9462 8935 8668 65186 

2017/18 9384 9681 9725 9568 9394 9495 8977 66224 

2018/19 9263 9491 9761 9751 9602 9427 9537 66832 

2019/20 9335 9357 9572 9787 9783 9634 9468 66936 

2020/21 9324 9442 9437 9599 9821 9816 9677 67116 

 

Pupil projection forecasts, compiled by NCC’s ‘Business Intelligence & Performance Improvement’ 

(BIPI) team predict an increase of 1930 or 2.96% in the total number of pupils attending a primary 

school in Northamptonshire over the period 2016 – 2021 (projections are not currently available after 

the 2020/21 academic year).  

The projections also forecast a decrease in the amount of pupils starting school in the county over the 

same period. The projections predict a drop of 2.61%. However, it should be noted that BIPI pupil 

projection figures are based on birth data only and do not take into account future housing 

development (due to the variable nature of housing completions/rates of occupation). NCC expects 

that, should the levels of planned development proceed in accordance with expected timescales, this 

level of development will mitigate against the fall in the birth rate across the county and pupil 

numbers will continue to rise across the primary phase.  

National Offer Day for children requiring a Reception place in September 2016 is 18th April and this 

will provide a good indication of where the pressures are in advance of the future rounds that deal 

with late applications and ongoing in migration to the county. 

2.3 Secondary: 

County   NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 
NCY 
10 

NCY 
11 

NCY 
12 

NCY 
13 7-11 12-14 7-14 

Actual 2015/16 7768 7592 7386 7349 7553 3750 3080 37648 6845 44493 

Forecast 

2016/17 8127 7779 7599 7454 7261 4040 2938 38220 6992 45212 

2017/18 8375 8138 7786 7667 7366 3765 3134 39332 6913 46245 

2018/19 8696 8366 8173 7834 7581 3865 2901 40650 6781 47431 

2019/20 9199 8687 8401 8222 7748 4010 2976 42257 7002 49259 

2020/21 9181 9212 8708 8473 8138 4158 3087 43712 7260 50972 

2021/22 9417 9194 9221 8780 8389 4284 3200 45001 7499 52500 

2022/23 9595 9430 9203 9293 8696 4372 3296 46217 7682 53899 

2023/24 9519 9608 9439 9275 9209 4517 3361 47050 7893 54943 

2024/25 9314 9532 9617 9511 9191 4826 3465 47165 8307 55472 

 

Secondary pupil projection forecasts indicate that the total number of students attending a secondary 

provision within Northamptonshire is predicted to rise by 24.6% or 10,979 students over the period 

2015 to 2024  (as long as projections are available). This figure is inclusive of all pupils aged 11-19. The 

mainstream secondary school population i.e. those aged 11-16 or not attending 6th form is predicted 

to increase by 25.3% or 9,517 students.  

The rise in Northamptonshire’s secondary population is attributable to a rising birth-rate in previous 

years; these cohorts of pupils are moving through the primary phase of education and will begin to 

impact upon county secondary schools from the 2016/17 academic years onwards.  
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As with the primary projections, those compiled for the secondary phase of education do not include 

the expected pupil yield from large scale housing development due to the variable nature of housing 

completions/rates of occupation. If the number of housing developments with approval proceeds as 

planned, it is likely that the actual number of pupils attending secondary school within the county will 

be significantly higher than those shown above.  

The position as of National Offer Day (1st March 2016) for entry to Year 7 in September 2016 clearly 

demonstrates the bulge in the primary cohort starting to reach the secondary phase.  There is a 

complex admissions pattern, especially as allocations do not include two Free Schools opening in 

Northampton.  The total number of on-time applications has increased by 7% and the rate of first 

preferences has fallen to 80% from 84% the previous year.  Of the 39 secondary schools in the county, 

25 are full on Offer Day, and the remaining places are available at only 1 or 2 schools in most areas.  

This School Organisation Plan aims to improve the diversity and choice for parents by adding 

additional secondary capacity, as well as meeting the demand for new places associated with housing 

development.  As well as co-ordinating new Free Schools to provide secondary places for the larger 

new housing estates, we will be working with existing Academies to discuss aspirations for expansion 

and 1 or 2FE extensions when demographic pressures are evident. 

2.4 Current numbers on roll in Northamptonshire schools by year group 
 

 
 
The graph above shows the total number of pupils on roll in Northamptonshire schools (figures taken 
from the January 2016 census) and the projected number of pupils expected to start school in 
September 2016 and 2017 respectively. There are currently 102,813 children and young people 
attending a Northamptonshire school.  
 
The graph also illustrates how the rising birth-rate experienced by Northamptonshire in recent years, 

is moving through the primary phase of education and will begin to impact upon the secondary phase 

in the coming academic years.  
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2. 5 In-migration 

In recent years, in-migration to Northamptonshire has become a major factor in terms of school place 

planning.  

Unlike a rise in the birth-rate, the rate of in-migration to the county as a whole, or a specific town 

within Northants is impossible to predict. Whereas, by definition, a rising birth-rate will impact upon 

the foundation stage of primary school first and can therefore be planned for in advance. In-migration 

can cause pupil numbers in any year group to spike without warning and represents a particular 

challenge in ensuring there is sufficiency of school places in areas of the county that have experienced 

high levels of in-migration.  

When capacity has been added to primary schools, it is normal practice for the growth to be 

implemented annually after the initial increase in Reception numbers.  New schools will also open in a 

phased way with pupils in Reception, and Years 1 and 2.  The impact of high levels of in-migration is 

particularly difficult for school admissions when school places are required in older year groups 

before the growth in capacity has reached that cohort.  We are therefore working with schools to 

identify where, after building works have been completed, additional classes can be established.  

Currently there are pressures in Year 2 in Duston, Year 3 & 4 in Wellingborough / Rushden, Year 4 in 

Kettering and Years 5 & 6 in Corby, as the new schools that have opened have not yet established 

these year groups.   

Each ‘In Year’ application received by NCC is given a classification or reason as to why the application 

has been made. This allows NCC to interpret data and identify trends in order to assist with school 

place planning. Each application is given one of the following classifications; 

 Waiting list from ‘Co-ordinated Scheme’ – an applicant who was unsuccessful in gaining a 

place when applying to start Reception for the first time or transferring from primary to 

secondary school but who was later allocated a place at the preferred school from the waiting 

list; 

 Moved to Northants – a child or young person who moved to the county from elsewhere in 

the UK or abroad; 

 Move within county – a child who has moved from one area of Northants to another and 

requires a new school place because of this; 

 School Transfer – a child wishing to move school, not resulting from a change of address; 

 No reason given.  

This data can be used to identify the number of ‘new’ pupils i.e. those not previously educated in the 

county, who were allocated a school place in Northants during any given period of time.    

The figures below demonstrate the level of in-migration experienced within Northamptonshire during 

the first three months of the 2015/16 academic year; 

 Total 
applicants 

Type Number % 

All 
year 2236 

Wait List from co-ord 
scheme 

5 0.2 
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groups Moved to Northants – 
in-migration 

884 39.5 

Move within county  217 9.7 

School transfer 1094 48.9 

No reason given 36 1.6 

 

This level of in-migration equates to more than two brand new, 2 form of entry (420 place) primary 

schools, being filled by pupils new to the county, every three months. Keeping pace with this level of 

demand and ensuring there is a sufficiency of school places in any given area of the county is 

extremely difficult.  

2.6 Surplus Capacity 

The DfE recommend that all schools should retain between 5 and 10% of their total capacity as 

surplus to accommodate ‘In Year’ applications/growth. The level of surplus capacity available in 

Northamptonshire schools varies from area to area, with extremely low levels of surplus capacity 

available in urban areas, particularly across the primary phase of education. In contrast to this, higher 

levels of surplus capacity are recorded in the county’s rural areas. A full breakdown, by year group, of 

the surplus capacity available within Northamptonshire, can be found in Appendix 6.  

2.7 Admissions 

All aspects of school admissions are based on the School Admissions Code. It governs the way all 

schools set their admissions criteria, ensures compliance with a co-ordinated scheme, makes offers of 

places and allows for school admissions appeals. 

It also places the local authority as a regulator for all other admission authorities within its 

boundaries, with the expectation of the local authority reporting those admission authorities whose 

admission arrangements are not in line with the School Admissions Code to the schools adjudicator. 

The School Admissions Code places a requirement on all local authorities to publish a ‘co-ordinated 

scheme’ and manage the admissions process for; entry into Reception, the transfer from Infant to 

Junior school (Years 2 to 3) and the transfer from primary to secondary school (Years 6 to 7).  

The School Admissions Code of 2012 removed the requirement for the local authority to co-ordinate 

all ‘In Year’ admissions i.e. all admissions outside of those mentioned above. However, it was agreed 

with all schools (with four exceptions) that NCC would continue to co-ordinate all ‘In Year’ admissions 

as it was felt that to abandon the process would lead to a significant increase in safeguarding issues as 

children would not be tracked from school to school.  

The Council has a statutory duty to offer a school place to all children living in the county, but 

recognises that teacher recruitment, opening classes mid year and admitting children after the start 

of term can be difficult for schools to manage.  The “Race to the Top” Strategy has identified teacher 

recruitment as a key component if Northamptonshire is to succeed in delivering sufficient good and 

outstanding educational settings.  The admissions arrangements of Academies and Multi-academy 

Trusts that are their own admissions authorities is currently being reviewed by the DfE and it is 

anticipated that a revised Admissions Code will be published in 2016. 
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2.8 Home to School transport 

NCC provides home to school transport to pupils in accordance with national legislation. In instances 

where a place at a school named as a parental preference, cannot be offered to a pupil and the 

alternative place offered is above the distance criteria set out below (or use of a walking route that is 

deemed ‘unsafe’ is required), NCC will provide transport to the alternative school. 

Pupils up until the age of 8: 2 miles 

Pupils aged 8 and over: 3 miles 

It is the intention of NCC to provide ‘local places for local children’, reducing the need for pupils to 

access home to school transport services. One of the intentions of this Organisational Plan is to 

support this aim and reduce the approximately 8,500 pupils who are currently transported to school 

by NCC.  
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3. Meeting the demand – principles 

The council has a number of principles that it works to when providing additional school 

accommodation.  These are: 

 Ensuring that there is flexibility in design to allow for curriculum development and delivery; 

 Future proofing by allowing for population growth in future years.  This can take the form of 

ensuring a minimum of 2FE primary school site on new developments; 

 Working collaboratively with other organisations, such as Free Schools, Academy Trusts and 

other education providers, who operate good and outstanding schools to provide sufficient 

education accommodation; 

 Being supportive of collaborative arrangements to deliver provision with developers, subject 

to agreed specifications; 

 Seeking to maximise education contributions from developments in order to invest in 

education infrastructure.  In a challenging economic environment there is a need to minimise 

/ mitigate dependency on the public purse; 

 To deliver permanent buildings of good quality and not seek quick fixes, only using mobile 

classrooms in exceptional circumstances or on a temporary basis; 

 To ensure that, wherever possible, new school places are provided within a ‘good’ or 

‘outstanding’ setting; 

 To manage the implications of new school places on existing schools; 

 To work closely  with parents and local communities, responding to demand and local 

feedback; 

 Where appropriate and possible, building ahead of scheduled demand; 

 To co-locate schools and other community facilities on the same site on new housing 

development; 

 To provide value for money school briefs that minimise future liabilities for suitability and 

maintenance and are flexible with regard to future adaptation; 

 To achieve efficiencies in both design and procurement; 

 To create school buildings that will serve local children and be a focus for communities for 

several generations, using architecture sympathetic to the area in which they are located.  

When extending schools we are committed, where possible and funds allow, to addressing the 

following areas; 

 To creating a structure of whole forms of entry i.e. 1, 2 or 3 forms of entry (30 pupils per 

class); 

 Addressing severe condition and suitability issues;  



 

15 
 

 Considering the amalgamation of Infant and Junior schools – the local authority considers 

amalgamation to provide significant educational benefits to pupils, through curriculum 

continuity and Key Stage alignment across one school rather than two. It also provides the 

combined school with increased financial viability. 

When brand new provision is created, NCC supports the creation of ‘all-through’ education providers, 

where appropriate. An all-through school not only benefits from increased financial viability and 

economies of scale but can provide increased educational benefits to students, through continuity of 

curriculum and school ethos and sharing of best practice across the primary and secondary phases.  

3.1 Meeting the demand – funding 

 Section 106 (S106) funding /’Community Infrastructure Levy ’ (CIL) funding – this funding 

stream is generated from developer contributions were new houses are being built;  

 Basic Need Grant funding – received on an annual basis from central government. The level of 

funding is determined by the demand for school places in the county; 

 Capital Receipts – the sale of former education settings deemed surplus to requirements; 

 Capital contributions from individual school budgets and/or bids by Academies for ‘Capital 

Infrastructure Funding’ (CIF); 

 Centrally funded new schools via the Government’s Free School programme; 

 Discretionary NCC capital resources or prudential borrowing; 

 Capital funding allocations for ‘Voluntary Aided’ schools (LCVAP funding). 

3.2 Meeting the demand – methods 

In recent years the council has employed the following means of adding school places: 

 Extending school by adding classrooms and other space in the school. 

This is NCC’s preferred and most used method of providing additional school places, as and 

where needed. Mobile classroom use is avoided where possible and only used as a short term 

solution i.e. for a ‘bulge’ year group or as temporary accommodation pending the completion 

of permanent capacity. Since September 2010, the council has added 1,260 places to the year 

of entry and 8,724 places across the primary age-range, at 62 schools, in this manner, to help 

meet the increased demand for school places across the county.  

A full list of additional capacity added since September 2010 (both new schools and 

expansions at existing schools) can be found in Appendix 1.  

 Building new schools. 

In instances where factors dictate that extending existing provision is not practical i.e. 

physical space constraints of existing sites, the pupil yield from housing development is larger 

than an existing school could be expected to accommodate, NCC will commission brand new 

provision in an area. The rising school-aged population of the county has made the building of 

new schools an increased necessity in recent years. NCC is committed to providing high-
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quality new provision when building new schools and all new builds comply with the 

standards identified in Building Bulletin 103.  Since September 2012, the council has opened 

five new primary schools in locations across the county (this does not include new free school 

provision), adding 270 places in the year of entry and 1,890 places across the primary age-

range to existing capacity available within the county.  

NCC is in the process or has plans to commission a further three new primary schools, which 

are expected to open their doors in September 2017. These three schools will add an 

additional 180 places in the year of entry and 1,260 places across the primary age-range to 

existing capacity within the county. These places are exclusive of any additional free school 

provision that may be added in the same timeframe.  

A comprehensive list of the anticipated number of new schools required to meet demand in 

the county from 2016 onwards can be found in Appendix 3.  

 Refurbishing former schools 

NCC has utilised former school buildings for the provision of new school places, where 

suitable accommodation has been available within the Schools estate. An example of this is 

the conversion of the former Hayway Infant School site. The school originally closed in August 

2012, following its amalgamation with its linked junior school to form Denfield Park Primary in 

Rushden. The new primary school operates from the site of the former junior school and the 

Hayway Infant site was left vacant. Since then, the site has been refurbished for use as a 

special school and now operates as an annex site to Rowan Gate Special School, providing 

education for up to 56 pupils with special educational needs. The refurbishment of the former 

site allowed NCC to provide increased SEN capacity in an area of the county where none was 

present before, increasing choice and diversity for parents and reducing travel time for pupils, 

without incurring the costs associated with acquiring a site for said new provision.  

 Encouraging and supporting Free School applications 

On a number of occasions, NCC has engaged with external organisations to encourage and 

support Free School applications made by said organisations. As at September 2015, there are 

four Free Schools operating within the county. NCC has worked in partnership with Academy 

Trusts already operating within the county to support their Free School applications, this 

support has taken the form of providing demographic information to strengthen the Trust’s 

application, liaising with the EFA regarding the need for the free school in question and also 

assisting the external providers in finding sites for their proposed schools. 

The beginning of the current parliament saw the Government’s announce a target of opening 

500 new free schools across the country over the course of this parliament.  This represents a 

unique opportunity for NCC in terms of providing a number of the new schools that are 

required across the county by 2021. 

The council intends to work collaboratively with the EFA and office of the Regional Schools 

Commissioner (RSC) and other external providers to open a number of new free schools 

across Northants over the lifespan of this Organisation Plan. The council has initiated 

discussions over the purchase of a number of sites on which new schools will be located and 

is also engaging the office of the RSC regarding sponsors for these proposed new schools. NCC 

will actively seek to encourage ‘good’ and ‘outstanding’ education providers from other areas 
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of the country to begin operating within Northamptonshire.  

This will not only help ensure that the NCC continues to fulfil its statutory obligation of 

providing sufficiency of school places within the county over the coming years but also 

provide increased choice and diversity of education provision for parents. 

 Non-traditional methods – i.e. the utilisation of commercial premises 

To meet demand in areas where extending existing schools or building a brand new school 

has not been possible, NCC has used non-traditional methods of providing the required 

additional capacity, this has included the conversion of commercial premises to educational 

use.  

The largest example of this is the conversion of the former Post Office Sorting Office located 

on Barrack Road, Northampton. The project, which is the only one of its scale in the country, 

is a partnership between NCC, the Education Funding Agency and EMLC Academy Trust. Once 

finished the converted building will offer a unique learning environment to 2,200 students 

between the ages of 4 and 19 years of age.  

Other examples include; the conversion of the Stirling House office block in Northampton 

town centre. Run as an annex site to an existing primary school, the Stirling House conversion 

provided another one form of entry (30 places) per year group and 210 places in total across 

the primary age-range, in an area where demand for places significantly exceeds supply.   

 

3.3 Who we will work with to deliver additional capacity: 

 

 Our existing schools; their Headteachers, Governing Bodies and parents; 

 Academy Trusts and Free School providers; the groups already operating in our county and new sponsors 

who would like a presence in Northamptonshire; 

 Our colleagues within NCC who have an interest in school place planning and infrastructure development; 

 The office of the Regional Schools Commissioner (RSC), the Education Funding Agency and Department for 

Education; 

 Planning authorities and housing developers; 

 Borough, District and Parish Councils;  

 Local communities; 

 Diocesan authorities. 

 
3.4 Providing new school capacity – Governance processes 
 
Throughout the period of the previous Plan, 2010-15, the County Council’s Cabinet has received many reports in 

order to approve the school organisation arrangements and capital expenditure plans associated with the delivery of 

new school places.  A Cabinet decision is required for every proposal where: 

a) Statutory consultation is needed for any local-authority maintained school that is being permanently 

extended by more than 25% or 200 pupils (whichever is the lesser) 

b) The level of capital expenditure is in excess of £500k. 
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In addition, there is Cabinet consideration of the monthly recommendations from the Capital Investment Board 

regarding all schemes that are being added to the Council’s approved capital programme. Since 2010, £230m of 

capital investment in the schools estate has been added to the Council’s approved capital programme. 

 

Appendix 7 outlines the main statutory processes and DfE guidance regarding school organisation requirements for 

new schools and school changes such as expansion or amalgamation.  The Government has a manifesto commitment 

to open 500 new Free Schools during this Parliament and wrote to all local authorities in September 2015 to 

encourage them to “play a substantial and significant role in fostering and supporting free school proposals in their 

areas, particularly where there is a need for additional or high quality school places.”  There is a new relationship 

evolving between the Education Funding Agency (EFA), the Offices of the Regional Schools Commissioner (RSC) and 

local authorities to engage in a more active way for free school proposals in the future. It is also noted that EFA 

colleagues are keen to support local authorities in maximising developer contributions for new schools and new 

school places through Section 106 agreements/Community Infrastructure Levies.  

Northamptonshire County Council welcomes this opportunity to work collaboratively on pupil place planning for the 

county and commits to: 

 Support Free School providers in their applications for central government funding where proposals will 

meet demographic pressures and increase diversity & choice for parents 

 Co-ordinate a programme of site acquisitions and new school construction with the EFA and RSC 

 Identify school sites and Section 106 / CIL contributions that can support Free School development 

 Procure and project manage Free School projects on behalf of the EFA / RSC 

 Work with the RSC to attract sponsors with track records of good and outstanding education settings for 

both new Free Schools and converter Academies 

 Use the Free School Presumption for new schools that are commissioned by the local authority 

 Work with the EFA / RSC to streamline applications from approved Multi-academy trusts and, where 

applicable, support batched provision of new school places 

 

3.5 PFI Contracts 

 

In 2005, Northamptonshire entered into the second largest group schools PFI contract in England to support the 

transition from a three tier to two tier system of education.  This includes 43 schools (37 primaries, 1 special and 5 

secondary schools) and provides capital investment, lifecycle maintenance and facilities management for the 

duration of the contract until 2032.  The value of the contract is £0.8bn over the lifetime of the contract and the 

Council is currently conducting a review to monitor performance and deliver savings.   

 

Northampton town has experienced the largest increase in demand for pupil places and the PFI provider, 

Northampton Schools Ltd, has delivered two large contract variations on behalf of the Council in order to add 2,850 

new pupil places at primary schools across the town.  This has involved a new two form entry primary phase at The 

Duston School and extensions at 15 other primary schools across the town. 

 

There is also a separate PFI contract for Caroline Chisholm School, which was entered into with Kajima to deliver the 

new all-through school in Wootton Fields that opened in 2004.  The primary phase doubled its capacity from one to 

two forms of entry in 2008. 
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4. Delivery of non-mainstream education provision 

 

4.1 SEND Provision 

 

NCC aims to ensure that pupils with a statement of special educational needs or Education, Health & Care Plan (EHC) 

attend appropriate and good quality local education provision wherever possible. The Council recognises that the 

pupil population growth requires an increase in the provision and range of high quality options available for families 

and minimise the need for unnecessary travel from home.  A recent review of SEND provision identified gaps in 

Northamptonshire’s provision.  NCC is therefore actively developing opportunities to create enhanced provision 

within mainstream primary and secondary schools, as well as utilising the expertise in special schools to create 

additional specialist provision in appropriate locations.  

These actions are expected to reduce the number of pupils with SEND whose needs are met in independent 

specialist provision and to increase the proportion of pupils whose additional needs are met in-County.   

Appendix 5 lists the special schools in Northamptonshire and the units of designated special provision that are 

attached to mainstream schools and gives the pupil numbers on roll from the autumn 2015 census.  There are 

currently 12 special schools in the county and 22 units of resourced or designated special provision attached to 

mainstream schools. DSP (designated specialist provision) units allow pupils to be taught alongside their peers in 

mainstream schools and each DSP unit is designed to cater for a specific special educational need. Pupils are 

allocated to DSP units in the same manner in which they would be to a special school i.e. on the basis of where their 

particular needs can best be met.   

 

The pupil numbers in special schools in the county have increased at both primary and secondary level since 2010.  

Growth has been at a faster rate than mainstream schools, increasing by 33% for primary and 22% for secondary.  

The table below indicates the additional capacity that has already been supported through the Council’s capital 

programme: 

 

Billing Brook New build project managed by the school 

Rowan Gate Annex opened at Hayway in Rushden 

Wren Spinney Additional mobile classroom 

Fairfields Extension and improvements to mobile classroom 

Beanfield Primary Improvements to the DSP unit 

Studfall Infants and Juniors Improvements to the DSP unit 

St James Primary New provision made for a pre-exclusion unit 

 

 

The Council’s Capital Strategy 2016-21 includes provision for extensions and improvement works at Isebrook, Wren 

Spinney and Fairfields Special Schools in order to improve facilities and create additional places.  The Council has also 

supported a number of Free School bids, which have been approved by the Education Funding Agency to provide a 

total of 375 new pupil places at special schools plus 100 places alternative provision: 

 Daventry Hill School – opening in September 2016  

 Green Oaks Free School (Northampton) – opening in September 2017 

 Corby Free School – opening September 2018 

 Catch 22 alternative provision – opening September 2016 (tbc) 
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Following discussions with special school Headteachers in February 2016, a number of further pressures have been 

identified and the following are key priorities to be brought forward in the next planning period. 

 

 

Area of county Identified need 

Rushden Shortage of places at Friars in Wellingborough; Annex proposed to 

add capacity, possibly Rushden – shorter journey times for pupils and 

follow on provision to the Hayway Annex for primary pupils that is 

part of Rowan Gate. 

Short term pressure to be addressed: Year 7 in Sept 2016 

Corby Pre-exclusion outreach, assessment and exclusion facility for primary 

aged pupils in Corby and the north of the county – potential Free 

School proposal. 

 

Further information on the organisational strategy for SEND will be made available in a separate, specific plan on the 

subject. 

4.2 Post 16 provision 

 

NCC has the following duties in relation to the provision of post 16 education within the county; 

 

 To secure enough suitable education and training  to meet the reasonable needs of— 

(a) Persons in their area who are over compulsory school age but under 19, and; 

(b) Persons in their area who are aged 19 or over but under 25 and are subject to learning difficulty 

assessment. 

NCC’s duties in relation to encouraging, enabling and assisting young people to participate in education, 

employment or training are as follows and NCC commissions a targeted NEET prevention service to help it meet 

these duties: 

 To make available to young people aged 13-19 (or aged 20-24 with a Learning Difficulty Assessment       or 

Education Health & Care Plan), support that will encourage, enable or assist them to participate in education 

or training (Section 68 of the Education and Skills Act 2008). 

 To promote the effective participation in education or training of 16 and 17 year olds in their area with a 

view to ensuring that those persons fulfil the duty to participate in education or training (Section 10 of the 

Education and Skills Act). 

 To make arrangements to identify 16 and 17 year olds who are not participating in education or training 

(Section 12, Education and Skills Act 2008). 

 

Post 16 provision within the county will be the subject of its own ‘Organisational Plan’, to be published in the future. 

The plan will look to address the following issues; 

 

 Reduce the numbers of vulnerable young people in the NEET cohort 

-Re the commissioning of targeted support services from 1st April 2016 – including introduction of Risk Of NEET 

Indicators 

-NEET action plan 
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 Further Education Area Based Review September 2016  

- opportunity to look at all post 16 learning and skills pathways in the county along side this review 

 Alignment of provision to better support priority industry growth in the County 

- high level engineering, logistics, food and drink manufacturing, creative and cultural 

 Greater promotion of higher level skills and employment opportunities to raise aspirations of young people. 

- promote opportunities via the Social mobility foundation –6 successful (from 13) applicants in 2015 

- work with LEPs to develop  higher level and degree apprenticeship opportunities 

 Encourage enrichment via a participation curriculum 

- e.g. National Citizen Scheme, Duke of Edinburgh to not only develop skills but recognition as Key Skill by UCAS 

 

4.3 Early Years provision 

 

All Early Years settings within Northamptonshire adhere to the national Early Years and Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

framework. The EYFS framework sets out: 

 The safeguarding and welfare requirements that must be followed to keep children safe and promote their             

welfare. 

 The seven areas of learning and development which must shape children’s play and experiences. 

 The early learning goals for each of the seven areas of learning and development. 

 The requirements for assessing children’s progress and reporting to parents and carers. 

There are currently 9 local authority maintained nursery schools operating within the county (in bold) and a further 

45 nursery units operating as part of a Northamptonshire primary school, as identified below; 

 

Northampton Corby 

Barry Primary School Nursery Beanfield Infant School Nursery 

Billing Brook Primary – Nursery Danesholme Infant School – Nursery 

Blackthorn Primary Academy Exeter Academy 

Boothville Primary – Nursery provision Hazel Leys Academy 

Briar Hill Primary – Nursery Kingswood Primary Academy 

Camrose Early Years Centre Pen Green Centre 

Castle Academy St Patrick’s Catholic Nursery School 

Eastfield Academy Studfall Infant School Nursery 

Fairfields Special Nursery Woodnewton Academy 

Gloucester Road Nursery School Daventry 

Green Oaks Primary Academy Danetre & Southbrook Learning Village 

Headlands Primary School The Grange Nursery 

Hopping Hill Primary – Maintained Nursery Woodford Halse CE Primary Academy 

Kings Heath Primary Nursery Kettering 

Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School Grange Primary Academy Nursery 

Lumbertubs Primary School Kettering Science Academy Nursery 

Lyncrest Primary School Kingsley Special Academy 

Parklands Nursery School Loatlands Nursery School 

Spring Lane Primary – Nursery Ronald Tree Nursery School 
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St James CEVA Nursery Rothwell Victoria Infant School Nursery 

Stimpson Avenue Primary – Nursery St Andrew’s CE Primary – Nursery 

Vernon Terrace Primary School East Northants 

Wallace Road Nursery School Higham Ferrers Nursery 

Whitehills Nursery School Irthlingborough Nursery School 

Woodvale Primary Academy Thrapston Primary School 

Wellingborough South Northants 

All Saints CE Primary Nursery Nicholas Hawksmoor Primary Nursery 

Croyland Nursery School Southfield Primary Nursery 

Highfield Nursery School 

 Rowan Gate Primary School 

 Ruskin Infant School Nursery 

  

NCC remains committed to maintaining the existing nursery schools named above. 

 

In addition to the Early Years settings listed above, there are 329 PVI Early Years providers operating in 

Northamptonshire.  

 

Further information on the organisational strategy for Early Years provision in the county, will be made available in a 

separate plan on the subject. 
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5.0 Area plans 
 
5.1 East Northants 
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Overview 

 
Due to the large geographical nature of East Northamptonshire, it is necessary to divide the area into two distinct 

entities for the purpose of school place planning; ‘North-East Northamptonshire’ and ‘East Northamptonshire – 

Rushden area’. For the purpose of this Organisation Plan, each area will be dealt with separately. 

 

5.1.2 North-East Northamptonshire  

 

NCC implemented a restructure of education provision within this area of the county with effect from September 

2015. The restructure changed a three-tier model of lower, middle and upper schools, to a two-tier model of primary 

and secondary schools. North-East Northamptonshire is now comprised of; 10 primary schools and one secondary 

school. The new pattern of schooling will be fully in place by September 2016, when all the primary schools have a 

Year 6 cohort for the first time.  

 

Demographics – Primary 

 

As indicated in Appendix 1, NCC has added 24 places in the year of entry and 168 places across the primary phase in 

total, all of the additional capacity was added as a result of the restructure of education provision within the area.   

 

The pupils projection forecasts detailed in the table below, indicate a decline in both the number of pupils starting 

school and the total number of pupils attending primary schools in the area. However, as a result of the restructure, 

construction work was required at each of the former lower schools in the area, to provide the necessary 

accommodation to operate as a full primary school. Capacity has also been added for future growth, taking into 

account new housing in Oundle and Thrapston.  

 

Whilst there is one large housing development that has been granted planning approval in Thrapston and other 

smaller ‘in-fill’ developments planned across the rest of North-East Northamptonshire, the pupil yield from these 

developments will be accommodated in existing area schools, using the increased accommodation already added 

(see above).  

 

As indicated in the table below, the level of capacity available in area schools is expected to be sufficient for as long 

as projections are available. 

 

PWS area Primary PAN NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 R-6 

Forecasts 2015/16 313 252 242 227 257 232 233 229 1672 

2016/17 309 223 261 237 223 255 229 233 1661 

2017/18 309 221 232 256 233 221 252 229 1644 

2018/19 309 238 230 227 252 231 218 252 1648 

2019/20 309 214 247 225 223 250 228 218 1605 

2020/21 309 223 223 242 221 221 247 228 1605 

 

Demographics – Secondary 

The North-East Northamptonshire cluster has just one secondary school, Prince William School. It converted to full 

secondary status (up to an additional 560 pupils in Years 7 and 8) from September 2015.   
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As illustrated by the pupil projection forecasts below, the level of capacity currently available at Prince William 

School is expected to be sufficient for all pupils residing in this area of Northamptonshire for as long as projections 

are available.  

Whilst the projections below indicate a fall in pupil numbers attending Prince William School, these are based on 

birth and three year trend data only. The pupil yield from the level of approved housing development within the 

area will mean actual pupil numbers are expected to be higher than those shown below, although it is anticipated 

that sufficient capacity will be available for all at Prince William School. NCC will continue to monitor all relevant 

demographic information closely to ensure that this remains the case. 

Prince William PAN NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 NCY10 NCY11 NCY12 NCY13 7-11 7-14 

Forecasts 2015/16 280 188 206 206 194 228 47 57 1022 1126 

2016/17 280 196 179 190 198 189 74 32 952 1058 

2017/18 280 200 187 163 182 193 64 51 925 1040 

2018/19 280 199 191 171 155 177 67 44 893 1004 

2019/20 280 249 190 175 163 150 63 46 927 1036 

2020/21 280 186 240 186 167 158 55 43 937 1035 

 

5.1.3 East Northamptonshire – Rushden area 

The ‘East Northamptonshire – Rushden area’ is comprised of a number of small urban centres (Rushden, Higham 

Ferrers, Irthlingborough, Finedon and Raunds) and the surrounding rural area. The area features; 9 primary schools, 

7 infant schools, 7 junior schools and 4 secondary schools. 

Demographics – Primary 

As evidenced in Appendix 1, NCC has added 3FE or 90 places to the year of entry across the ‘East Northants – 

Rushden area’ since September 2014. This has been achieved through the opening of a new 2FE primary school, 

Rushden Primary Academy, and the extension of Henry Chichele Primary School from 1 to 2FE (30 places per year 

group). This additional capacity equates to 630 places across the primary phase of education in total.  

The table below indicates that their appears to be sufficient capacity available to meet demand within the primary 

phase of education in this area of the county and to ensure that NCC continues to meet its statutory obligation of 

providing sufficiency of school places. However, the pupil projection forecasts detailed below are based on birth and 

three year trend data only and do not take into account the pupil yield from any approved housing development. As 

such it is expected that actual pupil numbers on roll, will be higher than those shown below. 

Rushden area PAN NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 R-6 

Forecasts 2015/16 883 754 766 725 768 732 712 679 5136 

2016/17 883 785 754 768 724 778 734 717 5260 

2017/18 883 796 785 756 767 734 780 739 5357 

2018/19 883 693 796 787 755 777 736 785 5329 

2019/20 883 752 693 798 786 765 779 741 5314 

2020/21 883 743 752 695 797 796 767 784 5334 

 

The level of in-migration to this area of Northamptonshire, as well as the level of housing development with 

approval is expected to necessitate new schools in this area of the county to meet the demand for primary school 



 

26 
 

places. NCC is currently progressing, the following plans to ensure it continues to meet its statutory obligation of 

providing sufficiency of school places; 

 A new 2FE (60 places per year group/420 places total) primary school in Irthlingborough, to serve expected 

housing development. Capacity is already tight however and NCC is also considering the need for additional 

provision in this area in the short term; site appraisals are currently being conducted; 

 A new 2FE primary school to serve the first phase of the 2,750 dwelling Rushden East Sustainable Urban 

Expansion (SUE), this school is not expected to open prior to September 2020. 

The capacity available in all other parts of ‘East Northamptonshire – Rushden area’ is expected to be sufficient to 

meet demand, for as long as projections are available. 

Demographics – Secondary  

There is currently Year 7 capacity for 697 students across the various secondary schools located in this part of the 

county. This capacity is broken down as per the table below;  

School PAN 

Ferrers School 180 

Huxlow Science College 145 

Manor School & Sports 
College 162* 

Rushden Academy 210 
*Manor School & Sports College’s PAN was 180 during the 2015/16 academic year. Following consultation this number will 

reduce to 162 from the 2016/17 academic year onwards. 

As the pupil projection forecasts below demonstrate, it is anticipated that the level of capacity currently provided by 

area secondary schools will be sufficient to meet the demand for school places in this area of Northamptonshire 

until the 2019/20 academic year. Due to the wide geographical nature of this area of the county, NCC will enter into 

discussions with individual area academies regarding providing sufficient school places, rather than progressing plans 

for a brand new school. It is expected that expansion at Manor School will be required as a consequence of house 

building in Raunds and Section 106 developer contributions are being secured for this.  

NCC will monitor all relevant demographic data intensively to ensure that additional capacity is added to that already 

available in the area in a timely manner and to ensure it continues to meet its statutory responsibility of providing 

sufficiency of school places within this part of Northamptonshire. 

Rest of East 
Northants Sec PAN NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 NCY10 NCY11 NCY12 NCY13 7-11 7-14 

Forecasts 2015/16 715 668 612 544 564 626 315 202 3014 3531 

2016/17 697 632 666 612 541 558 286 243 3009 3538 

2017/18 697 664 630 666 609 535 257 221 3104 3582 

2018/19 697 685 662 630 663 603 255 198 3243 3696 

2019/20 697 697 683 662 627 657 296 198 3326 3820 

2020/21 697 684 695 683 659 621 334 229 3342 3905 
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5.2 Corby 
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Overview 

The area defined as ‘Corby’ for school place planning purposes is comprised of one urban centre (Corby town) and a 

small surrounding rural area. As at 1st April 2016, Corby and its surrounding area features; 19 primary schools, 2 

infant schools, 2 junior schools and 5 secondary schools. An additional primary school (Priors Hall – a learning 

community) is due to open in September 2016.  

Demographics – Primary 

As indicated in Appendix 1, NCC has added nine forms of entry (FE) or 270 places into Corby primary schools. This 

equates to 1,890 places across the primary phase in total.  

The surplus capacity figures in Appendix 6 indicate levels in most year groups well below the DfE benchmark of 5%. 

Pupil projections, using current birth data, for Reception intakes are broadly static until September 2019 but it is 

expected that the trend for high levels of in-migration to the Corby area will result in a greater demand for school 

places than shown in the table below. 

Corby is an area of major house building and new primary schools will serve developments at Weldon Park, Corby 

West and Oakley Vale. Assuming approximately 350 house completions, across the town each year, there will be 

increased demand for existing schools in the meantime. Demographic need will be monitored closely to identify 

when it will be appropriate to initiate the opening of a further free school, to serve these new developments. 

Corby Primary PAN NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 R-6 

Forecasts 2015/16 1096 1073 991 1003 995 941 871 822 6696 

2016/17 1096 992 1085 1001 1005 1002 957 886 6928 

2017/18 1096 987 1004 1095 1003 1012 1018 972 7091 

2018/19 1096 995 999 1014 1097 1010 1028 1033 7176 

2019/20 1096 1054 1007 1009 1016 1104 1026 1043 7259 

2020/21 1096 997 1066 1017 1011 1023 1120 1041 7275 
 
Demographics – Secondary 

There is currently Year 7 capacity for 863 students in Corby area secondary schools, broken down as below; 

School PAN 

Brooke Weston Academy 180 

Corby Business Academy 200 

Corby Technical School 75 

Kingswood Academy 208 

Lodge Park Academy 200 

 

As the table below illustrates, as the increased number of primary pupils work through the primary phase of 

education, they begin to impact on the secondary phase. Projections indicate that by September 2017, all existing 

Corby secondary schools will be full and additional capacity will be required.  

Corby Secondary PAN NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 NCY10 NCY11 NCY12 NCY13 7-11 7-14 

Forecasts 2015/16 863 839 779 811 796 761 329 263 3986 4578 

2016/17 879 855 845 783 808 782 340 253 4073 4667 

2017/18 954 919 861 849 780 794 329 256 4203 4789 
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2018/19 954 1008 925 865 846 766 340 247 4410 4998 

2019/20 954 1071 1014 929 862 832 331 256 4708 5296 

2020/21 954 1098 1077 1018 926 848 363 249 4967 5580 

 

NCC is currently progressing the following plans to ensure that it continues to meet its statutory obligation of 

providing sufficiency of school places within the Corby area; 

 Expansion of Corby Technical School from 75 – 150 pupils per year group (375 – 750 pupils total). This 

expansion would take effect from September 2017; 

 Establishment of a new secondary for the town, to open September 2019. A site has been identified to the 

south of the town centre; 

 Temporary expansion of Kingswood Academy to offer places to an additional 16 pupils for the 2016/17 and 

2017/18 academic years; 

 Other temporary measures will need to be taken, likely in the form of ‘bulge’ year groups at existing area 

schools, to ensure there is sufficient capacity prior to the opening of the new secondary school. 

 

In the longer term, post 2021, a seventh secondary school will be provided as part of the Corby West housing 

development.  
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5.3 Wellingborough 
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Overview 

The area defined as ‘Wellingborough’ for school place planning purposes is comprised of one urban centre 

(Wellingborough town) and its surrounding villages. As at 1st April 2016, there are; 21 primary schools, 4 infant 

schools, 4 junior schools and 4 secondary schools, situated in the area. 

Demographics – Primary 

As indicated in Appendix 1, NCC has added 118 places (almost 4 FE) in the year of entry and an additional 826 

primary places in total to Wellingborough area primary schools, since 2011. All of the additional capacity added 

within the Wellingborough area has been done, through increasing the available capacity at existing area schools. 

Wellingborough 
Primary PAN NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 R-6 

Forecasts 2015/16 1105 1083 1036 1019 1073 998 979 933 7121 

2016/17 1107 1084 1087 1033 1030 1065 995 974 7268 

2017/18 1107 1020 1088 1084 1044 1022 1062 990 7310 

2018/19 1107 980 1024 1085 1095 1036 1019 1057 7296 

2019/20 1107 982 984 1021 1096 1087 1033 1014 7217 

2020/21 1107 993 986 981 1032 1088 1084 1028 7192 

  

The table above appears to indicate that the level of capacity already added to area primary schools, should be 

sufficient to ensure that NCC continues to meet its statutory obligation of providing sufficiency of school places, for 

as long as projections are available. However, these projections are based on birth and 3 year trend data only and do 

not take into account the expected pupil yield from approved housing development. 

Two large scale housing developments (Stanton Cross and Upper Redhill), totalling in excess of 6000 dwellings, have 

planning approval and are expected to begin construction in the near future. Each development will eventually be 

served by new, purpose built schools, constructed on each development (see Appendix 3). However, the first 

occupations of these new dwellings are expected to impact upon the area’s existing schools, prior to the new schools 

opening. It is anticipated that actual pupil numbers are likely to be higher than those shown above. 

The surplus capacity figures detailed in Appendix 6 indicate that whilst two year groups in the primary phase of 

education fall within the DfE recommended limits of between 5 and 10%, all other year groups are significantly 

below this and there is actually a deficit of places in one year group, area-wide.  

For all of the reasons stated above, demographic information will continue to be closely monitored. Capacity is tight 

enough that NCC is considering the option of a further 1FE primary provision to serve Wellingborough town centre. 

In the rural area surrounding Wellingborough town, the following plans are in place to increase the capacity 

currently available; 

Earls Barton: New housing in the village will require additional school places at the infant and junior schools. 

Proposals for expansion are currently on hold until further discussions have been held regarding how best the 

additional capacity can be provided. 

Wollaston: A further expansion is being considered to increase the size of Wollaston Community Primary School 

from 1.5 to 2FE (45 to 60 places) to meet the demand for places in the village. There is strong support from the 

‘Neighbourhood plan’ to ensure the school can provide sufficient capacity to serve the village, including the pupil 

yield from new housing. 
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Demographics – Secondary 

There are currently four secondary schools operating within the Wellingborough area. The schools, and capacity 

available in each setting, are detailed in the table below; 

School PAN 

Sir Christopher Hatton 
Academy 

208 

Weavers Academy 246 

Wollaston School 240 

Wrenn School 250 

 

As the pupil projection forecasts detailed in the table below indicate, it is anticipated that there will be sufficient 

capacity available in existing Wellingborough secondary schools to accommodate the demand for places until the 

2020/21 academic year. After this point, it is predicted that all area schools will be full and additional capacity will be 

required. This is due to the increased number of pupils currently attending primary school in the Wellingborough 

area and their anticipated impact on the secondary phase of education. 

NCC is currently progressing plans for the opening of a new, 8FE secondary school (240 places per year group/1500 

in total) to be located on the Stanton Cross housing development. The site for this school is not likely to be made 

available by the developer before 2020. In the meantime, some additional secondary capacity will be required and 

expansion at one of the existing Wellingborough secondary schools needs to be considered.  

Wellingborough Sec PAN NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 NCY10 NCY11 NCY12 NCY13 7-11 7-14 

Forecasts 2015/16 944 843 823 730 735 794 372 289 3925 4586 

2016/17 944 844 843 826 729 718 371 316 3960 4647 

2017/18 944 895 844 846 825 712 340 316 4122 4778 

2018/19 944 913 895 847 845 808 347 290 4308 4945 

2019/20 944 981 913 898 846 828 398 297 4466 5161 

2020/21 944 937 981 916 897 829 411 339 4560 5310 
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5.4 Kettering 
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Overview 

The area defined as ‘Kettering’ for school place planning purposes is comprised of; one large urban centre (Kettering 

town), three smaller towns (Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell) and the surrounding villages. As at 1st April 

2016, the area features; 25 primary schools, 4 infant schools, 4 junior schools, 4 secondary schools and 2 ‘all-

through’ schools. With effect from 1st September 2016, Kettering Science Academy will split from an ‘all-through’ 

school into distinct primary and secondary schools. 

Demographics – Primary 

As indicated in Appendix 1, NCC has been required to increase the available capacity available in the year of entry in 

the Kettering area by 228 places to meet the demand for school places in this area of the county, since 2010. This 

equates to 1596 places across the primary phase in total. 

The additional capacity added within the Kettering area has taken the format of extensions to 8 Kettering area 

primary school and the opening of a brand new primary school (Hayfield Cross CE School). 

Kettering Primary PAN NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 R-6 

Forecasts 2015/16 1450 1304 1353 1280 1259 1280 1206 1197 8879 

2016/17 1451 1337 1329 1378 1297 1275 1288 1207 9111 

2017/18 1451 1310 1361 1354 1395 1313 1283 1289 9305 

2018/19 1451 1278 1334 1386 1371 1411 1321 1284 9385 

2019/20 1451 1335 1302 1359 1403 1387 1419 1322 9527 

2020/21 1451 1381 1359 1327 1376 1419 1395 1420 9677 

 

As the pupil projection forecasts above indicate, the number of pupils starting school in the coming years is 

predicted to remain broadly static, for as long as projections are available and it appears that there is currently 

sufficient capacity to meet the demand for school places in the Kettering area. However, these projections are based 

on birth and 3 year trend data only. It should also be noted that Hayfield Cross CE Primary School is providing 

capacity prior to the new houses being built on the Kettering East Sustainable Urban Extension. House building on 

this development is expected to commence in late 2016. 

The level of in-migration to this area of the county and also the amount of approved housing development for the 

area, mean actual pupil numbers are likely to be significantly higher than those shown above. NCC is currently 

progressing plans to open a number of new primary free schools within the wider Kettering area, that are linked 

directly to new housing development, over the next 5 years. These are as follows; 

 A new 2FE/420 place primary school to accommodate the pupil yield from the Kettering West Hill and Gipsy 

Lane developments (to be located on the West Hill development); 

 A new 2FE/420 place primary school linked to the proposed Rothwell North development; 

 A new 2FE/420 place primary school linked to The Grange development in Desborough.  

The opening of each of the schools named above will depend on the rate of housing completions/occupations on 

each linked development. 

As indicated in Appendix 6, the level of surplus capacity available across the primary phase of education in Kettering 

varies, with the majority of year groups having less than the DfE benchmark of 5% per year group. NCC will continue 

to closely monitor all available demographic information to ensure it continues to meet its statutory obligation of 

providing sufficiency of school places within the area. Expansion is proposed at St Mary’s CEVA Primary (Fuller St) 

from a PAN of 38 to 45 places per year group, in order to meet the demand for places in the surrounding area. 
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Demographics – Secondary 

There are currently 6 education settings offering secondary education within the Kettering area. Each school and its 

capacity per year group are detailed below. The combined capacity of all Kettering area secondary schools is 1247 

places per year group. 

School PAN 

Bishop Stopford School 216 

Kettering Buccleuch 
Academy 240 

Kettering Science Academy 210 

Latimer Arts College 203 

Montsaye Academy 210 

Southfield School for Girls 168 

 

Pupil projection forecasts for the secondary phase of education in the Kettering area, are detailed in the table below; 

Kettering 
Secondary PAN NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 NCY10 NCY11 NCY12 NCY13 7-11 7-14 

Forecasts 2015/16 1236 1176 1134 1163 1082 1096 588 453 5651 6700 

2016/17 1240 1221 1188 1151 1164 1061 572 461 5785 6826 

2017/18 1240 1241 1233 1205 1152 1143 570 448 5974 7000 

2018/19 1240 1310 1253 1250 1206 1131 615 447 6150 7220 

2019/20 1240 1307 1322 1270 1251 1185 614 481 6335 7438 

2020/21 1240 1340 1319 1339 1271 1230 648 481 6499 7637 

 

Forecasts indicate that surplus capacity in the year of entry in Kettering area secondary schools will be extremely 

limited in the 2016/17 academic year and that all area secondary provisions will be full from the 2017/18 academic 

year and thereafter.  

NCC is progressing plans for a new 8FE/1500 places total, secondary school to be located on the Kettering East 

development that will provide additional capacity to meet demand in the area. Prior to the opening of the new 

school, given the small deficit of places required to meet demand, NCC is engaging with existing local schools to 

discuss the accommodation of ‘bulge’ year groups/smaller permanent extensions to help meet demand in the 

future.   

Due to the volume of house building in Barton Seagrave and Burton Latimer in particular, Section 106 developer 

contributions have been secured towards an expansion at The Latimer Arts College, and this option is currently being 

progressed.  

There is also S106 provision for expansion at Montsaye Academy when new housing is delivered in the Rothwell and 

Desborough areas. 
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5.5 Northampton 
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Overview 

The area defined as ‘Northampton’ for school place planning purposes is a solely urban area, comprised of 

Northampton town only. As at 1st April 2016, the area featured; 50 primary schools, 8 secondary schools and 1 ‘all-

through’ school. Two ‘all-through’ free schools are due to open in the town in September 2016, in the form of 

Northampton International Academy and Wootton Park School (both currently pending EFA approval).  

Demographics – Primary 

As shown in Appendix 1, it has required the investment of significant amounts of ‘Basic Need’ grant and other 

sources of funding, for NCC to keep pace with the demand for primary school places in the Northampton area and 

ensures it continues to meet its statutory obligation of providing sufficiency of primary school places within this part 

of the county. 

NCC has added 21FE or 630 places to the year of entry in Northampton town since September 2010. This equates to 

4410 places in total across the primary phase of education. The two new free schools will add a further 4FE/120 

places in the year of entry, 840 primary places in total when they open in September 2016. 

The additional capacity added has been done so through; extending 21 existing area schools, opening an annex site 

to an existing school, adding a primary provision to an existing secondary school, to form an ‘all-through’ school and 

the opening of a free school.  

Northampton 
Primary PAN NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 R-6 

Forecasts 2015/16 2910 2729 2771 2739 2723 2461 2411 2297 18131 

2016/17 3030 2754 2780 2801 2742 2729 2461 2425 18692 

2017/18 3060 2686 2805 2810 2804 2748 2729 2475 19057 

2018/19 3090 2775 2737 2835 2813 2810 2748 2743 19461 

2019/20 3090 2699 2813 2768 2838 2817 2809 2761 19505 

2020/21 3090 2704 2750 2843 2772 2844 2817 2824 19554 

 

The pupil projection forecasts detailed in the table above, indicate that the number of pupils predicted to start 

school in Northampton will plateau and then decrease slightly in the coming academic years. However, these 

projections are based on birth and 3 year trend data only and do not take into account the level of in-migration to 

the town or expected pupil yield from approved housing development. As such, actual pupil numbers are expected 

to be significantly higher than those shown above. 

Planning approval has been granted for a number of large-scale housing developments in and around Northampton, 

totalling in excess of 12,000 dwellings. The expected primary pupil yield from this level of house building is 

approximately 4,000 pupils. Whilst this amount of housing will take some years to complete, NCC is progressing 

plans to open the following schools linked to approved housing development; 

 A new 2FE/420 place primary school to serve the Pineham Barns (and other associated) developments – this 

school is due to open in September 2017; 

 A new 2FE/420 place primary school to serve the Upton Lodge ‘Sustainable Urban Expansion’ (SUE) – 

expected opening date of September 2020; 

 A new 2FE/420 place primary school to serve the Dallington Grange SUE – expected opening date of 

September 2020; 

 A new 2FE/420 place primary school to serve the Upton Park SUE – expected opening date of September 

2020; 
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 A new 2FE/420 place primary school to serve the Northampton West SUE – expected opening date of 

September 2020. 

 

Please note, the expected opening of all schools named above (bar Pineham Barns) is dependent on the rate of 

housing completions/occupations on the development linked to each new school. As such, these dates are subject to 

change. 

Additional capacity is also required to serve the Duston area in particular and plans on how best to deliver this are 

currently being examined. NCC are also aware of a ‘free school’ proposal from Kingsthorpe College to establish a 

new 2FE (420 place) primary school to serve the Kingsthorpe area. 

As demonstrated in Appendix 6, the level of surplus capacity available across Northampton town primary schools 

remains extremely limited. All primary year groups show a level of surplus capacity below the minimum DfE 

recommended limit of 5%, with Years 1-6 significantly below this level.  

NCC continues to monitor the demographic situation closely to ascertain when any further additional capacity may 

be required and is appraising options for increasing available provision in the more heavily oversubscribed areas of 

the town. This could take the form of an extension to an existing primary school or the opening of a new free school.  

Demographics – Secondary 

There are currently 9 provisions offering secondary education in Northampton, they have a combined capacity in the 

year of entry of 2130 places. From September 2016, the number of provisions offering secondary education will have 

risen to 11, with a combined capacity of 2430 places in the year of entry. Full details are shown below; 

School Capacity 

Abbeyfield School 240 

The Duston School 240 

Kingsthorpe College 240 

Malcolm Arnold Academy 240 

Northampton Academy 240 

Northampton School for Boys 210 

Northampton School for Girls 270 

Thomas Becket Catholic School 180 

Weston Favell Academy 270 

Opening September 2016 

Northampton International Academy 180* 

Wootton Park School 120 
*will rise to 300 pupils per year group in future academic years 

As the table below demonstrates, as the increased number of pupils, currently attending a Northampton town 

primary school advance through the system, they begin to impact upon the secondary phase of education from 

September 2016 onwards. The two new free schools, Northampton International Academy (7FE in September 2016 

and 10FE thereafter) and Wootton Park (4FE) will add a combined, additional 14FE or 420 places per year group to 

that already available within the town. However, all of this additional capacity will have been consumed and 

projections indicate that all Northampton secondary schools will be full and there will be a deficit of places within 

the town from September 2019 onwards. Further in-migration and the additional pupil yield from new housing may 

accelerate this date. 
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Northampton Sec PAN NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 NCY10 NCY11 NCY12 NCY13 7-11 7-14 

Forecasts 2015/16 2130 2054 2016 1946 1995 1903 988 891 9914 11798 

2016/17 2430 2263 2058 2024 1935 1985 1260 765 10265 12292 

2017/18 2550 2368 2267 2066 2013 1925 1122 946 10639 12709 

2018/19 2550 2460 2372 2275 2055 2003 1109 816 11165 13092 

2019/20 2550 2664 2464 2380 2264 2045 1152 803 11817 13774 

2020/21 2550 2698 2668 2472 2369 2254 1176 832 12461 14471 

  

NCC is currently conducting a number of feasibility studies of sites around the town to ascertain where new 

provision can be added to provide the capacity needed to meet the demand for secondary school places and ensure 

it continues to meet its statutory responsibility of providing sufficiency of school places in this area of the county. 

This will likely be brought forward as a free school in partnership with the Education Funding Agency. 

In the longer term, post 2021, NCC are aware that further secondary schools will be required to meet the demand 

from the following housing developments; 

 Dallington Grange SUE – where NCC has a site reserved for a 8FE (circa 1500 place) secondary school; 

 Various Upton developments – a new 8FE (circa 1500 place) secondary school will be required to meet 

demand, site to be confirmed.  
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5.6 Daventry 
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Overview 

The area defined as ‘Daventry’ for school place planning purposes, encompasses a large, mainly rural area with one 

large urban centre (Daventry town) and its associated villages. As at 1st April 2016, the area featured; 34 primary 

schools, 3 infant schools, 3 junior schools, 3 secondary schools, 1 ‘all-through’ school and a University Technical 

College (UTC). 

Demographics – Primary 

As demonstrated in Appendix 1, NCC has added 31 places (1FE) to the year of entry and 217 places across the 

primary phase of education in the Daventry area since 2010. A further 1FE/30 places per year group (210 primary 

places in total) will be added at Moulton Primary School from September 2016. All of the additional capacity added 

in this area of the county has been through performing extensions at existing area schools. 

Daventry Primary PAN NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 R-6 

Forecasts 2015/16 1023 934 917 897 906 901 899 914 6368 

  2016/17 1068 942 938 923 895 902 902 905 6407 

  2017/18 1068 965 946 944 921 891 903 908 6478 

  2018/19 1068 950 969 952 942 917 892 909 6531 

  2019/20 1068 920 954 975 950 938 918 898 6553 

  2020/21 1068 922 924 960 973 946 939 924 6588 

 

The pupil projection forecasts, detailed in the table above, predict that the number of pupils starting school in the 

area will remain broadly static over the lifespan of this ‘Organisation Plan’ and that there is sufficient capacity 

available in the area to meet demand. However, due to the large geographic nature of the Daventry area, it is 

difficult to attribute trends to the area as a whole. Parts of the Daventry area will see a decline in pupil numbers, 

whilst others will experience an increase. 

In addition to this, the pupil projection forecasts are based on birth and three year trend data only and do not take 

into account the pupil yield from any ongoing housing development. As such, actual pupil numbers are likely to be 

higher than those shown above. 

The wider Daventry area is beginning to experience large-scale housing development and capital schemes to provide 

additional capacity to meet the demand for places in the villages of Moulton (increase at Moulton Primary from 2 to 

3FE) and Brixworth (increase in PAN from 70 to 75 places per year group) have commenced.  

NCC is also progressing the following plans to increase the available capacity in various parts of the Daventry area, to 

ensure there are sufficient places to accommodate the pupil yield from various developments. 

 A new 1.5FE (45 places per year group/315 places in total) primary school to serve the 1000 dwelling 

Monksmoor development in Daventry, this school is being delivered by Daventry District Council and is due 

to open in September 2017; 

 A new 2FE (60 places per year group/420 places in total) primary school to serve the 3500 dwelling 

Overstone Leys development, expected to open in September 2018; 

 A new 2FE (60 places per year group/420 places in total) primary school to serve the 1000 dwelling Buckton 

Fields development, expected to open September 2018; 

 A new 2FE (60 places per year group/420 places in total) primary school to serve the 1000 dwelling 

Micklewell Park development in Daventry, expected to open September 2019; 
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 A new 2FE (60 places per year group/420 places in total) primary school to serve the 4000 dwelling 

Churchfields development in Daventry, expected to open September 2020. 

The timing/opening of each new school named above will depend on the rate of housing completions/occupations 

on its linked housing development and are subject to change. 

Capital schemes to provide smaller amounts of surplus capacity will also be undertaken to provide the required 

school places to accommodate the pupil yield from a new development in advance of a new school being built. The 

scheme to increase Overstone Primary from 0.5 to 1FE (providing an extra 105 primary places in total) is an example 

of this. 

NCC will continue to monitor the available capacity in all other parts of the Daventry area to ensure it continues to 

meet its statutory obligation of providing sufficiency of school places across this part of the county. 

Demographics – Secondary 

There are 5 provisions offering secondary education in the Daventry area, with a combined capacity of 922 places in 

the year of entry (Year 7). A fall breakdown of the places available can be found in the table below; 

School  Capacity 

Danetre & Southbrook Learning 
Village  

210 

Daventry UTC 120* 

Guilsborough School 232 

Moulton School & Science 
College 

240 

Parker E-ACT Academy 240 
*Year of entry is Year 10 – capacity not included in the 922 places stated above 

Whilst the surplus capacity figures shown in Appendix 6 indicate that in each of the year groups across the secondary 

phase of education in the Daventry area have available capacity in excess of the DfE benchmark of 10%, the large 

geographic nature of the area makes it difficult to attribute trends to the area as a whole. 

Both Moulton and Guilsborough have very low or no surplus capacity available in each of their year groups and NCC 

is progressing plans to increase Moulton School by 1FE (150 secondary places in total) to ensure there are sufficient 

places available for students residing in its linked area. These places will be available with effect from September 

2017. Expansion at Guilsborough Academy is also a possibility and S106 developer contributions are being secured 

for this purpose. 

As demonstrated in the table below, pupil projection forecasts indicate that although the number of students 

expected to start a secondary school in the Daventry area is set to increase, there is sufficient capacity available to 

accommodate this rise, area wide. As such, with the exception of the planned increase in capacity at Moulton School 

and Guilsborough Academy, NCC has no further plans to add any further secondary capacity to that already available 

in the Daventry area. 

In the longer term (post 2021) a new secondary school may be required to serve the pupil yield from the 

Churchfields development in Daventry town. 

NCC will continue to monitor all relevant sources of demographic information to ensure this remains the case and 

will take appropriate action to add any required additional capacity, as and when necessary.   
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Daventry 
Secondary PAN NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 NCY10 NCY11 NCY12 NCY13 7-11 7-14 

Forecasts 2015/16 922 717 762 759 731 809 282 244 3778 4304 

2016/17 922 806 714 751 771 723 277 207 3765 4249 

2017/18 952 806 803 703 763 763 279 209 3838 4326 

2018/19 952 776 803 792 715 755 308 217 3841 4366 

2019/20 952 813 773 792 804 707 314 238 3889 4441 

2020/21 952 810 810 762 804 796 310 242 3982 4534 
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5.7 South Northants 
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Overview 

The area defined as ‘South Northamptonshire’ for school place planning purposes, encompasses a large geographic 

area to the south of Northampton town. The area is largely rural in nature with two small urban centres (Towcester 

and Brackley). As at 1st April 2016, the area features; 47 primary schools, 3 infant schools, 3 junior schools, 5 

secondary schools, 1 ‘all-through’ school and a University Technical College (UTC).  

Demographics – Primary 

As shown in Appendix 1, NCC has added 40 places to the year of entry (just over 1FE) and 280 places across the 

primary phase of education to schools located in South Northamptonshire. A further 1FE/30 places per year group 

(210 places total) will be added to the capacity at Roade Primary School from September 2016. All of the additional 

capacity added in this area of the county has been done so, through extending existing schools, such as the 

extension  from 1 to 2FE currently progressing at Hardingstone Primary School.  

South Northants Pri PAN NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 R-6 

Forecasts 2015/16 1568 1408 1386 1444 1447 1357 1315 1352 9709 

  2016/17 1613 1457 1411 1401 1444 1456 1369 1321 9859 

  2017/18 1643 1399 1460 1426 1401 1453 1468 1375 9982 

  2018/19 1658 1354 1402 1475 1426 1410 1465 1474 10006 

  2019/20 1688 1379 1357 1417 1475 1435 1422 1471 9956 

  2020/21 1688 1361 1382 1372 1417 1484 1447 1428 9891 

 

The large geographic nature of the area defined as ‘South Northamptonshire’ makes it difficult to attribute trends to 

the area as a whole, however, as the pupil projection forecasts above illustrate, the number of pupils starting school 

within the area as a whole is predicted to decrease slightly in the coming academic years. However, as stated the 

large nature of the area masks the pressures on places in some areas.  

However, NCC has been required to progress plans to add additional capacity in parts of South Northants to meet 

the demand for primary school places. In addition to the places to be added at Roade Primary from September 2016, 

the following additional capacity will be added to that already available in this part of the county; 

 The amalgamation and relocation of Silverstone Infant and Junior Schools, to form a new 2FE (420 place) 

primary school, that will offer 210 more places across the primary phase in the village (timing of PAN 

increase to 60 TBC) ; 

 The opening of a new 2FE (420 places total) primary school on the Radstone Fields housing development in 

Brackley in September 2017; 

 NCC is also expecting that a new 2FE primary school will be required in Towcester as a result of the 2,750 

dwelling, Towcester SUE that has planning approval and is awaiting the start of construction. The opening of 

this school will depend on the rate of building completions on the development but it is not anticipated the 

school will open to September 2019 at the earliest. 

Whilst the surplus capacity figures shown in Appendix 6 appear to indicate that there is plenty of surplus capacity 

across the primary phase of education in South Northants, NCC will to continue to monitor the situation in several 

‘hotspots’ to ensure it continues to fulfil its statutory responsibility of providing sufficiency of primary school places 

across South Northamptonshire. This includes any developments relating to the proposed Sustainable Urban 

Extensions that are currently awaiting planning approval in the Hardingstone and Collingtree areas. The demand for 

school places in the Wootton Fields and Old Stratford/Deanshanger areas will also be intensively monitored.   
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Demographics – Secondary 

There are currently 8 different provisions located in South Northamptonshire offering secondary education. They 

have a combined capacity of 1499 places in the year of entry (Year 7). Silverstone UTC offers education to students 

from the age of 14 (Year 10) onwards. One of the schools, Elizabeth Woodville, operates from two sites. A full 

breakdown is provided in the table below; 

School  Capacity 

Campion School  240 

Caroline Chisholm School  279 

Chenderit School 180 

Elizabeth Woodville – North Campus 180 

Elizabeth Woodville – South Campus 148 

Magdalen College School 240 

Silverstone UTC 138 

Sponne School  232 

 

Pupil projection forecasts, detailed in the table below, indicate that although the number of students starting 

secondary school in the area, is expected to rise in forthcoming years, there is sufficient capacity across the area to 

meet this increased demand. However, as stated previously, due to the large geographic nature of the area, the 

demand for individual schools must be considered in isolation.  

The surplus capacity figures shown in Appendix 6 indicate that although available capacity in all secondary year 

groups, is above the DfE recommended figures of between 5 and 10% in South Northamptonshire, this is misleading. 

Some schools in the area (Caroline Chisholm/Sponne etc) have little or no surplus capacity in any of their year 

groups. 

Individual academies, Campion and Caroline Chisholm have increased their PAN (by 8 and 39 places respectively) 

independently of NCC, in recent years to help accommodate the increased number of students residing in each 

school’s linked area.  

At the current time, NCC has no definitive plans to increase the capacity at any South Northants secondary provision, 

however, it will continue to monitor all relevant sources of demographic information closely and will take the 

appropriate measures to ensure it continues to meet its statutory responsibility of providing sufficiency of school 

places in the area.  

South Northants 
Secondary PAN NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 NCY10 NCY11 NCY12 NCY13 7-11 7-14 

Forecasts 2015/16 1465 1283 1260 1227 1252 1336 829 681 6358 7870 

2016/17 1519 1310 1286 1262 1308 1245 860 661 6411 7935 

2017/18 1519 1282 1313 1288 1343 1301 804 687 6527 8021 

2018/19 1519 1345 1265 1343 1349 1338 824 642 6640 8110 

2019/20 1519 1417 1328 1295 1405 1344 842 657 6789 8293 

2020/21 1519 1428 1422 1332 1380 1402 861 672 6964 8500 

 

Section 106 developer contributions are being secured for potential expansion and investment in the facilities at; 

 Magdalen School, Brackley; 
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 Sponne School, Towcester; 

 Campion School, Bugbrooke; 

 Chenderit School, Middleton Cheney 
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Appendix 1: Additional capacity added within Northamptonshire between 2010 and 2016 
 

The tables below detail all additional capacity added to that already available within Northamptonshire, 

over the lifespan of the preceding Organisation Plan (2010-16). The information is broken down by phase 

of education and area of the county. 
 

Primary Phase 
 

School 
School 

size/extension 
size 

Type 
Number of 
Reception 

places 

Total 
number 

of 
primary 
places 

Implemented 

            

Northampton + area 
     Northampton International 

Academy – primary phase 2FE Free School 60 420 Sep-16 

Wootton Hall – primary phase 2FE Free School 60 420 Sep-16 

Lings Primary 1 – 2FE PFI Wave 2 30 210 Sep-15 

Duston – primary phase 2FE PFI Wave 2 60 420 Sep-15 

St Andrews Primary 1 – 2FE extension 30 210 Sep-14 

Malcolm Arnold –primary phase 2FE Free School 60 420 Sep-14 

Abington Vale Primary 1 – 2FE via annex 30 210 Sep-13 

Chiltern Primary 1 – 2FE PFI Wave 2 30 210 Sep-13 

Earl Spencer Primary 1 – 2FE PFI Wave 2 30 210 Sep-12 

Hunsbury Park Primary 1 – 2FE existing accom 30 210 Sep-12 

Weston Favell Primary 1.5 – 2FE extension 15 105 Sep-12 

Bridgewater Primary 2 – 3FE PFI Wave 2 30 210 Sep-12 

Delapre Primary 2 – 3FE PFI Wave 2 30 210 Sep-12 

Kingsley Primary 1 – 2FE PFI Wave 1 30 210 Sep-12 

Sunnyside Primary 1 – 2FE PFI Wave 2 30 210 Sep-11 

Ecton Brook Primary 1.5 – 2FE existing accom 15 105 Sep-11 

Boothville Primary 2 – 3FE PFI Wave 2 30 210 Sep-11 

Briar Hill Primary 1.5 – 2FE PFI Wave 1 15 105 Sep-11 

Standens Barn Primary 1.5 – 2FE PFI Wave 1 15 105 Sep-11 

Upton Meadows Primary 1 – 2FE extension 30 210 Sep-11 

The Abbey Primary 1.5 – 2FE PFI Wave 2 15 105 Sep-10 

Hopping Hill Primary 1.5 – 2FE PFI Wave 2 15 105 Sep-10 

Castle Primary 1.5 – 2FE PFI Wave 1 15 105 Sep-10 

Spring Lane Primary 1 – 2FE PFI Wave 2 30 210 Sep-10 

Kings Heath Primary 1.5 – 2FE PFI Wave 1 15 105 Sep-10 

TOTAL   750 5250   

      Corby 
     Ashworth Prep School 2FE new school 60 420 Sep-16 

Priors Hall Primary School 2FE new school 60 420 Sep-15 

St Brendan’s Primary 1.5 – 2FE remodelling 15 105 Sep-14 

Corby Old Village Primary PAN 20 – 30 extension 10 70 Sep-14 

Corby Primary Academy  2FE new school 60 420 Sep-13 
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Gretton Primary PAN 15 – 20 extension 5 35 Sep-13 

Little Stanion Primary  1FE new school 30 210 Sep-12 

Exeter Primary 2 – 3FE remodelling 30 210 Sep-12 

Our Lady of Walsingham 1 – 2FE remodelling 30 210 Sep-11 

Beanfield Primary 2 – 3FE remodelling 30 210 Sep-11 

TOTAL   330 2310   

      Kettering 
     Rothwell Victoria Infant & 

Juniors 112 – 120 extension 8 56 Sep-16 

Loatlands Primary 1 – 2FE extension 30 210 Sep-15 

St Andrews Primary PAN 35 – 45 extension 10 70 Sep-15 

Hayfield Cross CE School 2FE new school 60 420 Sep-15 

Barton Seagrave Primary 2 – 3FE extension 30 210 Sep-14 

Brambleside Primary 1.5 – 2FE extension 15 105 Sep-12 

Greenfields Primary 1 – 2FE extension 30 210 Sep-12 

Burton Latimer: St Mary’s 1 – 2FE extension 30 210 Sep-12 

Mawsley Primary 1.5 – 2FE extension 15 105 Sep-10 

TOTAL    228 1596   

      Wellingborough + East 
Northants 

     Irchester Primary PAN 50-60 remodelling 10 70 Sep-16 

Ruskin Junior 2 – 3FE extension 30 120 Sep-15 

Rushden Primary Academy 2FE new school 60 420 Sep-15 

Kings Cliffe Endowed School PAN 25-30 
relocation/new 
school 5 85 Sep-15 

Nassington Primary PAN 15-20 extension 5 65 Sep-15 

Oundle CE Primary PAN 54-60 relocation 6 150 Sep-15 

Titchmarsh Primary PAN 18-20 extension 2 50 Sep-15 

Trinity Primary PAN 24-30 extension 6 90 Sep-15 

Warwick Primary 52 – 60 existing accom 8 56 Sep-15 

Henry Chichele Primary 1FE – 2FE extension 30 210 Sep-14 

Redwell Primary 2 – 3FE extension 30 210 Sep-13 

Cogenhoe Primary PAN 25 – 30 extension 5 35 Sep-12 

Wollaston Primary PAN 40 – 45 extension 5 35 Sep-12 

Oakway Academy 2.5 – 3FE extension 15 105 Sep-12 

Ruskin Infant 2 – 3FE extension 30 90 Sep-12 

Victoria Primary 1.5 – 2FE extension 15 105 Sep-12 

TOTAL   262 1896   

      Daventry + South Northants 
     Roade Primary 1FE – 2FE extension 30 210 Sep-16 

Silverstone Primary 1FE – 2FE extension 30 210 Sep-16 

Moulton Primary 2FE – 3FE extension 30 210 Sep-16 

Hardingstone Primary 1 – 2FE extension 30 210 Sep-15 

Boughton Primary 20 – 28 extension 8 56 Sep-15 
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Weedon Bec Primary PAN 30 – 38 extension 8 56 Sep-13 

Bliss Charity School PAN 25 – 30 extension 5 35 Sep-13 

John Hellins Primary PAN 15 – 20 extension 5 35 Sep-11 

The Grange Primary 1.5 – 2FE existing accom 15 105 Sep-10 

TOTAL    161 1127   

       TOTAL PRIMARY PLACES 
ADDED   1,731 12,179   

 
 

Secondary Phase 
 
Northampton 

     Northampton International 
Academy – Secondary 10FE Free school 300 1500 Sep-16 

Wootton Hall Secondary 4FE Free school 120 600 Sep-16 

TOTAL   420 2100   

      Corby 
     Corby Technical School 2.5FE Free school  75 375 Sep-12 

TOTAL   75 375   

       TOTAL SECONDARY PLACES 
ADDED   495 2,475   
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Appendix 2: Housing requirement figures for Northamptonshire 
 
 
 
North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit – assessed housing requirement figures: 2011-31 
 

    
Expected pupil yield 

Housing market area 
Annual Average 

dwellings             
(2011-31)  

Total 
dwellings                         
2011-31  

Primary 
– 

Annual 
growth 

Primary 
– total 
growth  

Secondary 
– annual 
growth  

Secondary 
– total 
growth  

Corby 
Borough 

Required 460 9200 138 2760 92 1840 

Strategic 
Opportunity 

710 14200 
213 4260 142 2840 

East Northamptonshire District 420 8400 126 2520 84 1680 

Kettering Borough 520 10400 156 3120 104 2080 

Borough of Wellingborough 350 7000 105 2100 70 1400 

Total 1750 35000 525 10500 350 7000 

Total (inc. strategic opportunity) 2000 40000 600 12000 400 8000 
 
 
West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit – assessed housing requirement figures: 2011-29  
 

    
Expected pupil yield 

Housing market area 
Annual Average 

dwellings             
(2011-29)  

Total 
dwellings                         
2011-29 

Primary          
- Annual 
growth 

Primary 
– total 
growth  

Secondary 
– annual 
growth  

Secondary 
– total 
growth  

Daventry District Council 708 12735 212 3821 142 2547 

Northampton Borough Council 1049 18873 315 5662 210 3775 

South Northants Council 612 11023 184 3307 122 2205 

Total 2368 42631 711 12789 474 8527 

 

 
 
 

      County Total  4368 82631 1311 24789 874 16527 
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Appendix 3: New schools required in Northamptonshire by 2021 
 

Area Development Name Type 
School 

Capacity 
Year of 
opening 

Number 
of 

houses 

Potential 
yield of 
pupils 

Linked housing 
development(s) 

Npton 

Pineham Barnes – 
south of Northampton  

2FE primary + 
community centre 

Primary 420 2017 850 255 
Pineham Barns – 625 
Banbury Lane – 225 

Sth 
Nhants 

Radstone Fields, 
Brackley: 2FE primary 

Primary 420 2017 1780 534 

Radstone Fields – 1000 
Turweston Road – 350 

Foxhill – 180 
Halse Road – 26 
Sawmills – 130 

Radstone Fields (others) 
– 94 

Well 

Upper Redhill, 
Wellingborough: 2FE 
primary – first school 

Primary 420 2017 3000 900 Upper Redhill 

Dav 

Monksmoor, 
Daventry: 1.5FE 

primary + Nursery 
Primary 315 2017 1000 300 Monksmoor 

Well 
Irthlingborough: 2FE 

Primary 
Primary 420 2017 1,367 410 

Irthlingborough – 700    
Irth Rd Finedon – 550    

 Addington Rd – 57      
Well Rd – 60     

Npton 
Northampton Town 

Centre primary 
Primary 420 2017 

In 
system 

infill 
Northampton Town 

Centre 

Well Well SEN Free School Special 100 2017 
In 

system 
infill   

Corby 
Corby: SEN Free 

School 
Special 100 2017 

In 
system 

infill   

Well 

Stanton Cross, 
Wellingborough: 2FE 
primary – first school 

Primary 420 2018 3200 1000 Stanton Cross 

Dav 

Micklewell Park, 
Daventry: site 

reserved for 2FE 
primary 

Primary 420 2018 780 240 

Micklewell Park – 450                      
Barby Road – 130            

Middlemore 8,9&10 – 
200 

Kett 

Kettering: West 
Hill/Gypsy Lane, 1FE 
primary site reserved 

Primary 210 2018 810 243 
West Hill – 460 

Gipsy Lane – 350 

Kett 
Rothwell North: 2FE 

primary 
Primary 420 2018 1,200 360 

Rothwell North – 700   
Harrington Rd – 200   
adjacent to Rothwell 

North – 300 

Kett 
Desborough: The 

Grange, 2FE primary 
Primary 420 2018 1,036 310 

The Grange – 700    
Leisure centre – 105   

Harborough Road – 156  
Harrington Road – 75 
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Npton 

Kingsthorpe Primary, 
Northampton: 2FE 

primary 
Primary 420 2018 1,228 360 

University campus – 800    
Kingsthorpe Middle – 

195     
Balmoral Rd – 25      
Raeburn Rd – 38     

Bective Middle – 170 

Dav 

Moulton/Overstone 
Leys 2FE Primary for 

SUE 
Primary 420 2018 3500 1050 Overstone Leys SUE  

Dav 

North of 
Whitehills/Buckton 

Fields: 1 or 2FE 
primary 

Primary 420 2018 1000 300 Buckton Fields 

Corby 
Corby: 6th Secondary 

School 
Secondary 1200 2018     Stanion Plantation 

Well 

Wellingborough 
Secondary: Stanton 

Cross 
Secondary 750 2018 3200 700 Stanton Cross 

Npton 
Dallington Grange: 2FE 
primary  - first school 

Primary 420 2019 3000 900 Dallington Grange  

Dav 
Daventry Churchfields: 

2FE primary 
Primary 420 2019 4000 1200 Churchfields 

Well 
Rushden East: 2FE 

primary – first school 
Primary 420 2019 2,500 750 Rushden East SUE 

Npton 
Northampton All 

Through  
Secondary 1440 2019 

in 
system 

1440 None 

Dav 
Moulton/Overstone 

new secondary 
Secondary 750 2019 3500 700 Overstone Leys SUE 

Sth 
Nhants 

Towcester South: 2FE 
primary – first school 

Primary 420 2020 3,025 908 

Towcester South SUE – 
840    

Burcote Rd – 90     
Wood Burcote – 185 

Corby 
Oakley Vale, Corby: 

2FE primary 
Primary 420 2020 530 160 

Lewin Road – 530     
Other parcels of land 

possible 

Corby 
Corby West SUE: 2FE 
primary – first school 

Primary 420 2020 4000 1200 Corby West 

Corby 
Weldon Park, Corby: 

2FE primary 
Primary 420 2020 1000 300   

Npton 

Upton 
Lodge/Norwood Farm: 

2FE primary – first 
school 

Primary 420 2020 3500 1050 
Upton Lodge/Norwood 

Farm 

Npton 
Collingtree SUE: 2FE 

primary 
Primary 420 2020 1000 300 Collingtree SUE 

Npton 
Hardingstone/Brackmi

lls SUE: 2FE primary 
Primary 420 2020 1300 390 Hardingstone SUE 

Npton 
Upton Park: 2FE 

primary 
Primary 420 2020 1000 300 Upton Park 

Npton 
Northampton West 

SUE: 2FE primary 
Primary 420 2020 2550 765 Northampton West SUE 

Kett 
Kettering East 

Secondary School 
Secondary 1200 2020 5500 1100 Kettering East 
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Npton 
Northampton: 

Secondary School 
Secondary 1200 2020     

Northampton South 
West 

        
  Totals   17765   60356 18425   

 
*The expected pupil yield from any given development is calculated using a population forecasting study. The study 
can be found using the link below; 
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Environ/economic/Documents/Northamptonshire%20Pup
il%20Forecasting%20Project%202014%20v2.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Environ/economic/Documents/Northamptonshire%20Pupil%20Forecasting%20Project%202014%20v2.pdf
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Environ/economic/Documents/Northamptonshire%20Pupil%20Forecasting%20Project%202014%20v2.pdf
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Appendix 4: Map of new schools required in Northamptonshire by 2021 
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Appendix 5: SEND provision in Northamptonshire 
 
Special Schools 
 

 
Numbers on roll 

School Name YR-Y11 6th Form Total 

Billing Brook Special School 194 15 209 

Fairfields School 112 0 112 

Friars Academy 144 3 147 

Greenfields Specialist School for 
Communication 

74 24 98 

Isebrook SEN Cognition & 
Learning College 

112 30 142 

Kings Meadow School 29 0 29 

Kingsley School 108 62 170 

Maplefields School 91 6 97 

Northgate School Arts College 148 52 200 

Rowan Gate Primary School 147 6 153 

The Gateway School  53 6 59 

Wren Spinney Community Special 
School 

40 8 48 

 
1252 212 1464 

 
 
 
SEND provision in mainstream schools 
 

School 
Provision 

Type Number on roll 

Barry Primary School   1 

Beanfield Primary School   37 

Caroline Chisholm School   9 

Corby Business Academy   60 

Denfield Park Primary School Unit 12 

East Hunsbury Primary School Unit 35 

Green Oaks Primary Academy  Unit 30 

Headlands Primary School   24 

Hunsbury Park Primary School   23 

Kettering Buccleuch Academy Resource 2 

Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School   29 

Kingswood Secondary Academy   13 

The Latimer Arts College   1 

Malcolm Arnold Academy   13 

Millbrook Infant School Resource 3 
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Millbrook Junior School   5 

Simon de Senlis Primary School   10 

Studfall Infant School Resource 12 

Studfall Junior School   22 

The Duston School   15 

Thorplands Primary School   3 

Vernon Terrace Primary School Unit 5 

Totals    364 
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Appendix 6: Surplus capacity available within Northamptonshire by year group and area 
 
  Over DfE recommended limit of capacity available as surplus 

   Within DfE recommended limit of surplus capacity 
    Below DfE recommended limit of surplus capacity 
    No surplus capacity 

      
 
Northampton 

             

 
NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 

NCY 
10 

NCY 
11 Total 

PAN 2880 2850 2790 2820 2550 2490 2355 2130 2130 2130 2130 2130 29385 

NOR 2744 2758 2743 2750 2469 2421 2298 2072 2021 1957 2014 1921 28168 

Surplus 
Places 

136 92 47 70 81 69 57 58 109 173 116 209 1217 

Surplus as % 4.72 3.22 1.68 2.48 3.17 2.77 2.42 2.72 5.11 8.12 5.44 9.81 4.14 

              Corby 
             

  NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 
NCY 
10 

NCY 
11 Total 

PAN 1096 1066 1036 1030 964 884 824 863 863 863 863 788 11140 

NOR 1070 991 1006 994 938 872 820 841 783 816 793 781 10705 

Surplus 
Places 26 75 30 36 26 12 4 22 80 47 70 7 435 

Surplus as % 2.37 7.03 2.89 3.49 2.69 1.35 0.48 2.54 9.26 5.44 8.11 0.88 3.9 

              Kettering  
             

  NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 
NCY 
10 

NCY 
11 Total 

PAN 1450 1420 1360 1311 1290 1260 1260 1236 1236 1236 1258 1265 15582 

NOR 1315 1357 1296 1265 1289 1225 1199 1177 1139 1169 1096 1106 14633 

Surplus 
Places 135 63 64 46 1 35 61 59 97 68 162 159 950 

Surplus as % 9.31 4.43 4.71 3.51 0.07 2.77 4.84 4.77 7.84 5.51 12.87 12.56 6.09 

              W’boro 
             

 
NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 

NCY 
10 

NCY 
11 Total 

PAN 1114 1114 1114 1139 1034 1034 1026 944 944 944 944 944 12295 

NOR 1112 1071 1050 1156 1020 995 949 840 826 729 737 803 11288 

Surplus 
Places 2 43 64 -17 14 39 77 104 118 215 207 141 1007 

Surplus as % 0.17 3.85 5.74 -1.01 1.35 3.77 7.51 11.01 12.5 22.77 21.92 14.93 8.19 
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East 
Northants 
(Rushden 
area)  

 
NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 

NCY 
10 

NCY 
11 Total 

PAN 871 856 811 785 785 785 785 715 670 670 670 670 9073 

NOR 750 754 750 761 718 711 664 673 616 552 563 624 8136 

Surplus 
Places 121 102 61 24 67 74 121 42 54 118 107 46 937 

Surplus as % 13.89 11.91 7.52 3.05 8.53 9.42 15.41 5.87 8.05 17.61 15.97 6.86 10.32 

               East 
Northants 
(Oundle 
area) 

             

 
NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 

NCY 
10 

NCY 
11 Total 

PAN 313 297 297 294 294 294 298 280 280 280 280 280 3487 

NOR 253 246 231 261 233 234 231 190 209 209 199 230 2726 

Surplus 
Places 60 51 66 33 61 60 67 90 71 71 81 50 761 

Surplus as % 19.16 17.17 22.22 11.22 20.74 20.41 22.48 32.14 25.35 25.35 28.92 17.85 21.82 

  
             Daventry 
             

 
NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 

NCY 
10 

NCY 
11 Total 

PAN 1031 1023 1023 1001 1001 1016 1001 922 922 922 1056 1056 11974 

NOR 943 929 902 913 911 908 917 828 763 769 748 817 10348 

Surplus 
Places 88 94 121 88 90 108 84 94 159 153 308 239 1626 

Surplus as % 8.53 9.18 11.82 8.79 8.99 10.62 8.39 10.19 17.24 16.59 29.16 22.63 13.57 

  
             

              South 
Northants 

             

 
NCYR NCY1 NCY2 NCY3 NCY4 NCY5 NCY6 NCY7 NCY8 NCY9 

NCY 
10 

NCY 
11 Total 

PAN 1578 1532 1532 1522 1522 1522 1522 1474 1444 1444 1582 1582 18256 

NOR 1413 1393 1448 1456 1358 1328 1349 1291 1261 1227 1276 1341 16141 

Surplus 
Places 165 139 84 76 164 194 173 183 183 217 306 241 2125 

Surplus as % 10.45 9.07 5.48 4.99 10.77 12.74 11.36 12.41 12.67 15.02 19.34 15.23 11.64 
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Appendix 7: Department for Education: school organisation guidance, statutory processes and funding 
routes 
 
 

 “Free School Presumption” (issued 12 February 2016): this replaces the former ‘Academy presumption’ 
where all new schools commissioned by the Local Authority are required to be operated as Free Schools¹ 
 

 “School organisation guidance for local authority maintained schools” e.g. expansion, extension of age-
range, closure (under review by the DfE March 2016) 
 

 “Making significant changes to an existing academy” e.g. expansion, change of age-range (issued 1 March 
2016) 
 

 “Decisions on the disposal of school land” (issued 29 January 2016) 
 

 “Condition Improvement Fund” – formulaic allocation for Multi-academy trusts and annual bidding round for 
individual Academies to seek capital support; 15% of the national pot is used to support applications for the 
expansion of popular and successful schools² 

 

 “School Admissions Code: statutory guidance for admission authorities, governing bodies, local authorities, 
schools adjudicators and admission appeals panels” (revised 17 September 2015) 

 

 “Free Schools application process: background information and glossary” (issued 22 December 2015): there 
are usually two rounds, in March and September, for Free School applications.  Wave 11 closed on 2 March 
2016.³ 

 

¹”New schools established through this process will be classified as free schools with effect from May 2015. This reflects the fact that ‘free 
school’ is the department’s term for any new provision academy. ‘Academy’ is the legal term for state-funded schools that are independent of 
local authority control and receive their funding directly from the government. Schools established through the presumption process are not 
required to use the term ’free school’ in their name: this follows practice within the department’s free school programme. The Education Act 
2011 changed the arrangements for establishing new schools and introduced section 6A (the free school presumption) to the Education and 
Inspections Act 2006. Where a local authority thinks there is a need for a new school in its area it must seek proposals to establish an academy 
(free school).” 
 
²”CIF’s core priority is supporting condition projects. CIF also supports a small proportion of expansion projects for Ofsted-rated good or 
outstanding academies and sixth-form colleges that need to expand their existing facilities and/or floor space to either: 

 increase the number of admissions in the main year of entry 

 address overcrowding, including cases of recently approved age-range expansion and sixth-form expansions” 
 
³ “Local authorities may also encourage schools in their area to apply via the department’s free school route or support groups in pre-opening 
or provide a site where they know the free school will help them to meet need in their area.” 
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7. Consultation 

Northamptonshire County Council: School Organisation Plan 2016-21 

Consultation response form 

 

Please complete the following and return to cwickens@northamptonshire.gov.uk by 30th June 2016. Thank you for 

taking the time to respond. 

1. Did you find this document helpful in understanding NCC’s proposed strategy? Yes/No 

2. Are the roles of the key stakeholders clear and helpful? Yes/No 

3. Do you agree with the principles for meeting demand outlined in section 3.0? Yes/No 

4.  Do you agree with the methods for meeting demand outlined in section 3.2 Yes/No 

5. Are the area analyses sufficiently clear and transparent about the data that 
underpinning current pupil projection forecasts? 

Yes/No 

 

Please add anything further you wish to comment on below; 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:cwickens@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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8. Expression of interest  

 

Expression of interest form 

As stated in section 3.2 of this Organisation Plan, one of the methods NCC plans to utilise to meet the 

demand for school places over the lifespan of this document, is to work with external organisations such as 

academies and other providers to establish new free schools within Northamptonshire. 

If your school/organisation is interested in working in partnership with NCC to establish a free school, 

please provide the details requested below; 

Name of Organisation: 

 

 

Contact Name: 

 

 

Contact details: 

 

 

 
 
 

 


	School Organisation Plan 2016-21
	016a

