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SYNOPSIS 

Draft Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan for Rockingham and Weldon 
have been revised to reflect the comments received during public consultation. Approval is 
sought for the Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plans 
 

 
1. Introduction 

1.1 This report outlines the results of consultation in respect of the draft Conservation Area 
Appraisals and Management Plans for Rockingham and Weldon. 

1.2 In response to consultees comments, the boundary and text of the documents has been 
amended. The updated Conservation Area boundaries are appended to this report and 
copies of the final (revised) version of the Conservation Area Appraisals and Management 
Plans are available in the Members room. Approval is sought for adoption of the 
Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans for Rockingham and Weldon. 

2. Background 
2.1 Local planning authorities have a duty to review existing Conservation Areas and 

determine whether any part or further parts of their areas that are of special architectural 
or historic interest the character or appearance which are desirable to preserve or 
enhance, should be designated. 

2.2 The Conservation Area Appraisal helps determine and reinforce the importance and 
understanding of the Conservation Areas and the Management Plans help inform how the 
area may best be managed. The documents will be used by the Council in the assessment 
of all development proposals. 

2.3 On 18th February 2009, the Local Plan committee considered the content of the draft 
Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans for Rockingham and Weldon. 
Public consultation took place in February/March 2009 for six weeks. Consultation 
comprised: 

• The consultation documents were put on deposit in Council offices. Further copies 
were sent to the Parish Councils/Meetings and other interested bodies; 

• Advertisement of public consultation in the press; 
• Posters advertising the consultation period and the public exhibitions were distributed 

around the villages; 
• Public exhibitions were held at both villages, including PowerPoint presentation by the 

specialist Listed Building and Conservation consultant; 
• Full information was made available on the Council website 

3. Outcome of Consultation 
3.1 Comments received during the public exhibitions at Rockingham and Weldon were 

generally all positive. Both events attracted over twenty people and allowed members of 
the public to become more aware of the conservation area status and discuss the details 
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contained in the draft documents with officers and the Council’s appointed listed building 
and conservation specialist. 

3.2 Ten questionnaires were submitted, with six relating to Weldon (including two responses 
received electronically that were invalid due to illegibility) and four relating to Rockingham. 
Of the submissions, all agreed with the proposed extension of the Conservation Area 
boundaries. 

3.3 Additionally, six written submissions were received as a result of the Council’s public 
consultation, which encapsulated seventy-six representations. These are set out in the 
schedule at Appendix C, along with officer’s comments and recommendations. 

4. Details 
4.1 In response to the public consultation, changes are recommended to the extent of both 

Conservation Area boundaries. The changes to the boundary are: 

• the extended area suggested in the draft Rockingham Appraisal and Management 
Plan has been reduced to focus on the immediate settings of Rockingham Castle. The 
reason for this change is that various safeguards are currently in operation that provide 
an appropriate means of managing the historic environment (see Rep. 59 under 
Appendix C); and 

• the extended area suggested in the draft Weldon Appraisal and Management Plan has 
been revised to align with the boundary of the Weldon Park planning application. 

4.2 Other comments made about the boundary, included a suggestion from Weldon Parish 
Council that the field between the eastern end of the Weldon Woodland Park and 
Kettering Road is included and simultaneously allocated as a cemetery. This is considered 
an allocation of land that will be duly considered through the preparation of the Site 
Specific Allocation DPD and is not a reason to be included within the Conservation Area 
boundary. 

4.3 The revised boundary illustrations are illustrated on the plans at Appendices A and B. 

4.4 Drawing on the results of public consultation and internal review a number of changes 
have been recommended to the text of the Conservation Area documents. Most 
significantly 

• Permitted Development section in the Management Plans updated in accordance with 
the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2008, which 
came into force on 1st October 2008; 

• Details of public consultation updated to reflect the level of public engagement 
undertaken; and 

• Training section of the documents updated to reflect the latest courses that are 
available 

4.5 A small number of factual and typographic errors have also been identified during the 
consultation period and amendments made to the Conservation Area Appraisals and 
Management Plans accordingly. 

5. Adoption Procedures 
5.1 Subject to approval of this committee and after committee minutes are presented to Full 

Council, the Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans and proposed 
boundaries will become Council policy and a material consideration in the planning 
process. A notice will be placed in the London Gazette and advertised in a local 
newspaper confirming adoption of the Conservation Areas. 

6. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
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Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans enable sustainability management of the 
historic environment. By designating the Conservation Areas the tighter controls on development 
and demolition will help to preserve the core history and heritage of both areas. 
Financial 
None directly from this report 
Legal 
The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Performance Information 
None directly from this report 
Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities, Community Safety and Sustainability 
These are basic requirements in a sustainable community 

7. Options to be Considered 
There are two options: 

1. To support the recommendation outlined in the report to allow the Conservation Area 
Appraisals and Management Plans incorporating proposed amendments to be formally 
adopted; or 

2. To reject the recommendation would mean that the ability of the Council to resist 
development which would neither preserve nor enhance the character and appearance 
of the Conservation Area would be reduced. 

8. Conclusion 
8.1 The draft Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans, which are the subject of 

this report, have been derived from the results of public consultation and in-house 
consultation, historical development and from a detailed qualitative assessment of the 
area. 

8.2 The documents have been revised to reflect the issues raised during the public 
consultation period. The amended character appraisal defines the special interest of each 
village, the character of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance and provides sound 
guidance for future proposed physical change in both areas. 

8.3 Comments received regarding the proposed boundary changes have been taken into 
account. It is considered the changes to the Conservation Area boundaries are 
appropriate and will more effectively protect the important character of each area. 

9. Recommendation 
It is recommended that Members approve the revised boundary illustrated on the appended plans 
at Appendix A and B to the report and approve the adoption of the Conservation Area Appraisals 
and Management Plans 

Background Papers 
1. Draft Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans, February 2009 
2. Local Plan Committee Report on 18th February 2009 
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Appendix 2 – Map of Rockingham Conservation Area 
Appendix 3 – Schedule of Representations and Recommended Response 
Officers to Contact 
Terry Begley, Local Plans Principal Planner (ext. 3185) 
 


