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Introduction 
 

Within the Borough of Corby ten Conservation Areas have thus far been 
designated. Rockingham was designated as a conservation area in 1970; a 
map was produced identifying the boundary of the conservation area, 
although a detailed appraisal of the character of the conservation area was 
not completed at that time. This document provides an up to date 
conservation area appraisal in line with English Heritage guidance. 

 
The Corby Local Plan (1997) Paragraph 7.1 states that “there is a sharp 
contrast between the modern environment of Corby Town and the historic and 
traditional character of the villages. Seven Conservation Areas have been 
designated”, as of that date; subsequently three more have been designated. 
These are listed below with the date of the designation: 
 
Ref Location 
  
 Conservation Areas 
 
CA1 Great Oakley (1968) 
CA2 Gretton (1970, 1987) 
CA3 Rockingham (1970) 
CA4 Cottingham (1975) 
CA5 Middleton (1975) 
CA6 Lloyds, Corby (1981, Revised 2008) 
CA7 Weldon (1988) 
CA8 Stanion (2007) 
CA9 Corby Old Village (2007) 
CA10 East Carlton (2008) 
 
‘The North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework (LDF), Corby 
Borough Site Specific Proposals Preferred Options Development Plan’ 
document was published in May 2006, providing details of how Corby should 
be developed up to 2021; the document refers in paragraph 3.233 to ‘A 
Heritage Strategy for Corby Borough’ that was published in February 2006. In 
line with this strategy Corby Old Village and Stanion were designated as 
conservation areas in 2007, and East Carlton in 2008; a new appraisal 
document for the Lloyds Conservation Area with revised boundaries was also 
adopted in 2008.  
 
In February 2006 English Heritage published their latest thoughts on 
conservation area appraisals and management plans in order to offer “advice 
to those undertaking or commissioning conservation area appraisals” so as to 
ensure a certain amount of consistency to such appraisals across the country, 
and that they were fit for purpose.  
 
In June 2008 the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) was 
adopted; this is a key LDF document. In particular Policy 13: ‘General 
Sustainable Development Principles’ provides guidance on the aspiration for 
raising design standards of new developments, both in architectural terms and 
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in their landscape setting so as to respect and better protect assets including 
the ‘townscape of towns and villages’.  
 
The CBC Local Plan Committee at their meeting held on Wednesday 18th 
June 2008, authorised a review of Weldon and Rockingham Conservation 
Areas, to be undertaken during 2008/2009, and for a new Conservation Area 
Appraisal and Management Plan to be produced for each village; this is in 
accordance with one of the aims of the Heritage Strategy for Corby Borough 
(February 2006).  
 
This then provides the background to this present Conservation Area 
Appraisal and Management Plan for Weldon, commissioned by Corby 
Borough Council in August 2008 from specialist historic buildings consultant 
Peter Thornborrow (Listed Building Consultants).  
 
The Rockingham Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan could 
eventually be formalised as a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) and 
form part of the Local Development Framework. The preparation and 
consultation has followed the requirements set out in The Town and Country 
Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 (the Regulations) 
as closely as possible. This new detailed appraisal that forms Part 1 of this 
document is drafted in accordance with the latest advice of English Heritage 
as detailed in the guidance leaflet “Conservation Area Appraisals” (English 
Heritage, 2006). The form and content of the Management Plan, which forms 
Part 2 of this document, follows the advice contained in “Guidance on the 
management of conservation areas” (English Heritage, 2006). The 
consultation exercise was prepared and given in general accordance with the 
10 principle aims of the North Northamptonshire Local Development 
Framework, Statement of Community Involvement (adopted October 2006) 
Following the public consultation and the wide support of the general public, 
the Parish Council and elected Members, the document has been formally 
adopted by Corby Borough Council and is a material consideration when 
dealing with planning applications, and will be taken into account when 
determining planning applications within the Conservation Area boundary. 
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Part 1 – Conservation Area Appraisal 

1 Introduction 
 
1.1 This appraisal is a statement of the special architectural or historic interest 
of Rockingham.  It is provided to inform the management of the conservation 
area and, in particular, the formulation of policies, the determination of 
planning applications for development, and proposals for enhancement. 

 

2 Policy context 
 
2.1 The key government guidance on all development affecting historic 
buildings, conservation area and sites of archaeological interest remains; 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 15 (PPG15) Planning and the historic 
environment (1994) and Planning Policy Guidance note 16 (PPG16) 
Archaeology and Planning (1990), until these are rewritten as a new Planning 
Policy Statement (PPS). The legislation to which this guidance primarily refers 
is the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (‘the Principal Act’) and the 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (‘the Act’). 
 
2.2 Section 69 of ‘the Act’ requires local planning authorities to designate as 
conservation areas any “areas of special architectural or historic interest the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”.  
Also, from time to time, authorities are required to review the extent of 
conservation areas within their districts. 
 
2.3 Section 71 of ‘the Act’ requires local planning authorities to formulate and 
publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of conservation 
areas and to submit them for consideration to a public meeting.  Following 
designation the local authority, in exercising its planning powers, must pay 
special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or 
appearance of the conservation area (Section 72 of the Act). 
 
2.4 The Corby Borough Local Plan, which was adopted in June 1997, 
contains Environmental Policies for the  ‘Conservation of the Built 
Environment’.  
 

 Policy P4 (E) concerned with the protection of Listed Buildings and 
their setting, no demolition. Development schemes to take account of 
unlisted buildings of interest. 

 
Under the direction of the Secretary of State in September 2007 this Local 
Plan policy P4(E) was given the status of a saved policy in the new LDF. 
 
2.5 The new LDF document Site Specific Proposals Preferred Options DPD 
also has ‘Policies for the Built Environment’: 
 

 ENV 3: Preferred Options for the Protection of the Built environment. 
Concerned with the development of a general policy to support the 
protection of Scheduled Ancient Monuments and Conservation Areas. 
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 ENV 4: Preferred Options for Design Guidance. Concerned with the 
development of design guidance as a Supplementary Planning 
Document 

 ENV 5: Preferred Options for Conservation Areas. Provides a 
commitment to appraise existing conservation areas, and to consider 
designation of new ones and the production of management plans. 

 
2.6 This is in accordance with the slightly earlier Heritage Strategy for Corby 
Borough (February 2006) that provided an Action Plan for identified projects. 
Action No. 4 of the Plan is concerned with Corby Conservation Areas, the aim 
of which was: 
 

 To undertake character appraisals of the 7 designated conservation 
areas and develop management proposals for them as required. 

 To explore the possibility of Corby Old Village and Stanion becoming 
conservation areas. These were surveyed in 2007 and have since 
been officially adopted as Conservation Areas. 

 
The proposed action needed to implement the above was identified as: 
 

 Begin character appraisals in 2006 (2 per year). Completed by 2010. 
 
2.7 In 2007 to 2008 one of the existing conservation areas, the Lloyd’s 
Conservation Area, was subject to a detailed survey with the proposal to 
enlarge the existing boundary, and another village East Carlton was also 
considered for conservation area designation; these were duly adopted by the 
Council in 2008. 
  
2.8 The North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) is a key LDF 
document as already stated Policy 13 (General Sustainable Development 
Principles) provides guidance on the aspiration for raising design standards of 
new developments, both in architectural terms and in their landscape setting 
so as to respect and better protect assets including the ‘townscape of towns 
and villages’. It has separate sections on raising standards and protecting 
assets. Paragraph o) states: 
 

 “Conserve and enhance the landscape character, historic landscape 
designated built environmental assets and their settings” 

 
2.9 This is of particular relevance to those considering development proposals 
within the village designated conservation areas. The CSS also considers 
settlement roles and advises on the need to identify restraint villages “where 
conservation is the primary consideration”; Rockingham has already been 
identified as a future restraint village and will in time be so recognised. Also of 
relevance is the SPD on Sustainable Design which was adopted by the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee on 31st July 2008 (this is 
available at http://www.nnjpu.org.uk); this promotes character and identity in 
townscape and landscape by advising that development proposals respond to 
and reinforce locally distinctive patterns of development, built heritage, 
culture, landscape and living sustainably. 

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/
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3 Summary of special interest  
 
3.1 The Village Confines and Boundary of the Conservation Area 
 
3.1.1 Introduction: a single street runs through the middle of Rockingham 
village, which is the A6003, with an entry point from the north down the 
Caldecott Road, and from the south on the Rockingham Road from Corby. 
Just before the northern edge of the village the Caldecott Road crosses the 
Gretton Road (B670) that has another short road, The Cottons, running off to 
the south on its eastern side. The original boundary of the conservation area 
on this northern edge follows the southern side of the Gretton Road and 
encompasses all the buildings built along this short section of it, including 
those on The Cottons. It then runs in a southerly direction along the outer 
edges of the village on Main Street mostly along the boundaries of the 
adjacent fields, but sometimes closer down the boundary of the back gardens 
of properties. The boundary terminates on its southern edge just after the last 
house in the village, Shire House, and runs off to the west up the footpath to 
the Church of St Leonard encompassing its burial ground. The conservation 
area is distinguishable by its large number of historic and architecturally 
attractive buildings, many of them being Grade 2 listed buildings, that have 
developed along both sides of the Main Street that runs through the village 
providing cohesion to this quintessential picturesque English Estate Village. 
The revision of its boundary will also now include Rockingham Castle 
immediately to the south of the church and the immediate setting of the castle. 
 
 
3.2 Audit of heritage assets:  

Detailed Appraisal of the village buildings 
 
The Northern Approach  
 
3.2.1 Introduction: Rockingham is approached down the straight Cottingham 
Road that crosses the County boundary over the River Welland; a clutter of 
road signs provides a “Welcome to Northamptonshire Rose of the Shires” and 
warns of speed cameras. In the distance 
Rockingham Castle stands on the top of the 
hill to the south, its flag breaking the skyline. 
In the foreground the stone buildings of Castle 
Farm on the west side of Main Street 
announce the presence of the village to the 
south of the cross road junction with the 
Gretton Road (B670) that roughly forms the 
northern boundary of the Rockingham 
conservation area.  
 
3.2.2 Closer to the village a brown edged sign announces “Rockingham 
Please drive slowly” with a 30mph sign, set behind a small stone wall. On the 
left-hand side of the road a tall hawthorn hedge screens the open fields that 
are visible on the right hand side of the road, establishing the rural setting of 
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the village. Further along the road another sign warns of the steep hill being 
12% for the next ¼ mile. 
 
3.2.3 The Junction with Gretton Road: fine mature lime trees stand on the 
north side of the road, currently these trees are unprotected being outside the 
conservation area boundary that will be 
amended to include them. On the south side of 
Gretton Road is a small T-shaped bungalow 
with a former farm building sensitively 
converted to form a double garage with twin 
segmental arched openings and green-painted 
timber doors hung on strap hinges; a small 
gabled dormer rises through its eaves.  
 
3.2.4 The Cottons: runs off to the south, taking its name from Cotton’s Farm 
that it leads to the rear of Main Street that still retains some traditional stone 
built barns framing the entrance to its yard; this lane is in origin the ancient 
Back Lane of the village that originally extended further up the hill linking 
through to Main Street. The lane currently terminates down the side of a large 
portal framed farm building, an ugly concrete addition built on to an older 
stone building now used as an engineering workshop (occupied by 
D.G.Norman Agricultural Engineers), the boundary of the conservation area 
enclosing it. To the NE of it a former telephone exchange building built in 
imitation of a stone farm building (outside the conservation area boundary). At 
this point the lane dog-legs around an island of land, a paddock with a mature 
hedge on its road side boundary. On the north side of the island a new tarmac 
road leads to Michael’s Walk,  with a footpath 
leading through to the Main Street, forming a 
cul-de-sac grouping of 3 blocks of semi-
detached bungalows arranged on three sides 
of a square: nos. 1 & 3, and 2 & 4 being built 
of coursed local ironstone with blue-slate 
roofs, whereas nos. 6 & 8 are constructed 
from an orange coloured brick; the small 
gabled porch hoods carried above their 
entrance doors helps to unify this development (2002) by the Northants Rural 
Housing Trust, now administered by the Orbit Housing Association designed 
as retirement homes restricted to Rockingham residents and former Estate 
workers. 
 
They are named ‘Michael’s Walk’ in memory of Commander Sir Michael 
Seymour (1921-1971).  
 
3.2.5 At the junction with the Gretton Road 
framing the entrance to The Cottons are three 
pairs of semi-detached houses, being 1 ½-
story double-fronted stone built properties with 
traditional detailing: quoined angles and door-
cases with stop-chamfered jambs, 3-light 
windows with thin stone lintels, and dormers 
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rising through the eaves – flat roofed, but with cat-slide roofs off the main roof 
pitch; also gable-end chimney stacks and another to the ridge also with 
quoined angles.  
 
3.2.6 Nos. 1 & 2 on the west side of the road were built first just after the 2nd 
World War in 1949 and have traditional stone Collyweston state roofs, 
whereas those on the east side  (nos. 3 to 6) built in 1951 have Rosemary 
tiled roofs adding to the diversity and interest of the group. The boundary 

treatment is interesting with hedges and a path 
set behind a wooden paled fence on one side, 
and a stone wall backed by a Yew hedge with a 
shaped topiary arch carried over the entrance to 
no.2.  
 
They have attractive gardens; that to no.1 also 
has a fine vegetable patch visible from Gretton 
Road. 

 
Main Street (east side) 
 
 
3.2.7 Nos. 1, 2, 3 & 4: the vernacular architectural features observed on The 
Cottons are visible on this attractive long row of 1 ½-storey cottages that 
stand at the foot of the street, built of the local golden coloured iron-stone 
each features a double frontage with 3-light 
leaded-light casement windows with thin 
wooden lintels, with another above the 
centrally placed door, vertically boarded 
and painted green, the chimney stacks built 
of an orange-red brick. Gabled dormers rise 
through the over-sailing eaves with small-
paned timber casements (to no.2, the 
others altered to UPVC). Originally the 
whole row was thatched roofed, but this was apparently destroyed in a fire; a 
close inspection shows disturbed stonework above the ground floor on the 
front, while on the rear garden side it has been rebuilt in brickwork.  
 
3.2.8 Only no. 1 at the end of the row survived with its original thatched roof 
that rises over its attic dormer windows, the thatch of its ridge being 
decoratively cut. It has a lower roofed single-storey end single-roomed stable 
that has a hipped thatched roof that almost touches the ground. It has a white-

painted iron gate that leads to its rear garden-
orchard. The pavement is edged with granite 
‘bricks’, and the tarmac path has a top 
dressing of gravel with grassed edges to the 
road. Attached on to the end of no. 4 is a lower 
roofed farm building, the wall continuing at a 
similar height to the back garden boundary 
walls of Michael’s Walk that enters the street at 
this point. 
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3.2.9 Castle Farm: standing on the opposite 
side of the road from the cottages and in great 
contrast to them Castle Farmhouse is a fine 
17th century hall-and-cross wings U-shaped 
house of traditional plan with a hearth-passage 
main entrance door set against the North wing 
– this has an attractive carved stone surround 
with an eared architrave and a pulvinated 
frieze below it’s cornice. The central hall range 

facing east has some strip work in the stone walling and four bays of 2-light 
stone mullioned windows with ovolo moulded mullions to each floor, with a 
continuous moulded drip-stone above its ground-floor windows.  
 
3.2.10 Centrally placed at the 1st floor is 
diamond-set panel with a cyma-shaped 
cornice, a date stone bearing the date 1674 
and carved with the curious initials “REAED”  
that are not the initials of the owners but a 
Latin contraction of “REAEDIFICATUM” 
meaning ‘Rebuilt’ or ‘Re Edified’ in 1674. This 
central hall range has in its concrete paved 
forecourt between the projecting wings a dwarf wall with iron railings defining 
the private curtilage form the street. The wings are gabled with copings and 2-
light windows with newish stone cavetto-moulded mullions that have hood-
moulds with knuckle stops, probably a 19th century alteration. The roof is a 
fine example of Collyweston slates with laced valleys (without lead) to the 

wings, and a large 6-flued dressed ashlar chimney 
stack to the ridge. At the rear of the building opposite 
from the front door in the cross-passage position is 
an extremely rare and impressive medieval timber-
framed doorway with a Gothic arch, a survival from 
the late-14th or 15th century having a 2-centred arch, 
moulded with double cavetto, and big jambs with very 
wide ‘jowled’ heads, double pegged to the lintel; its 
door has been removed (between 2004-2006) the 
opening filled with fixed glazing the glass etched with 
the Sondes crest (as seen on the inn sign – see 
photo).  

 
3.2.11 On the rear side the roof is hipped at the south end where one would 
normally expect to see the gabled end of the South Wing that is visible as a 
front facing gable on to the street; however, an interior inspection of the roof 
would suggest that it may be an original feature as there is evidence for a 
similar hip at the north end of the roof void where it meets the north range. 
The central hall range has a contemporary late-17th century roof with an A-
framed roof truss with principals of re-used floor beams and a tenoned collar, 
the oak common rafters being tenoned to the purlins, as there is no ridge 
beam. To the south its stone walled garden is bounded by an over tall 
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Leylandi hedge that has got out of hand; this 
overshadows the street and detracts from the 
view of the cottages next along, screening 
the view of them.  
 
3.2.12 To the north and west of Castle 
Farmhouse are various impressive farm 
buildings: a long cow house dated 1855 with decorative circular cast-iron 
ventilators set in the stone east wall that has a brick rear west wall. Its north 
gable also features a date plaque set in the apex of the gable that features 
two segmental headed loading-doors. Fronting the Gretton Road a small 
stone bus shelter with pantile roof has a Ketton stone plaque carved with the 
Royal cipher “E II R” with the crown above, suggesting it celebrates the 

Queen’s Coronation in 1953. Further to the 
west fronting the road is a fine stone barn with 
a tall segmental-arched opening in-filled with 
double boarded doors painted green. Attached 
on to a lower shed on the west side is an 
unusual arcade of five ceramic brick arches, 
and a portal-framed farm building sitting in the 
NW corner of the conservation area just inside 
its boundary. 

 
Main Street (east side) 
  
3.2.13 Nos. 4a & 4b: this is a curious Victorian 
stone-built gable-fronted 2-storey building with 
single-storey side out-shuts with lean-to roofs 
with very distinctive over-sailing roofs carried 
on shaped timber brackets the undersides 
boarded, and tall chimney stacks. It has two 
bays of windows but lacks any doors on its 
front, these are set in the side out-shuts that 
have brick side walls. History: this building 
originated as part of the village Gas Works, built in the Victorian period that 
supplied gas to the village, and is identified as such on the 1st Edition 
O.S.1:2500 map (c.1888) that shows the circular ring of a gasometer to the 
rear of the building. The building is believed to have been converted to two 
dwellings some time after the 2nd World War in the late-1940s. 

 
3.2.14 No. 5: is an attractive picture postcard 
thatched cottage, probably of early origins dating 
from the 17th or early-18th century, as indicated by its 
quoined angles and small rectangular fire-window at 
its left-hand end; otherwise its fenestration is almost 
symmetrical with a central plank door, and 3-light and 
2-light windows to either side with timber lintels above 
the windows and doors. At the 1st floor two 2-light 
leaded light casements, the thatch rising over them 
the roof having a scalloped edging to its ridge, its 
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gable chimney stacks being built of lime-stone ashlar with a rich cornice detail 
suggestive of the elate-17th century. The house is enhanced by the attractive 
window boxes set below the windows and the tightly trimmed box hedging 
and flower border to its front. Though its frontage is small it has a long range 
attached to its rear. Up to this point all the houses are built directly on to the 
street with a grass verge before the road. 
 
3.2.15 No. 7: is different being set back behind a wooden picket fence and 
bushes enclosing a garden to its front. Constructed entirely of a warm 
coloured orange brick its elevation is enlivened by the use of contrasting 
darker burnt bricks forming a diamond-shaped grid of diaper work across its 
front and sides. It is an attractive asymmetrical design having to the left a 
single bay of 2-light casements with a gabled 
dormer rising through its eaves and a centrally 
positioned door with open gabled hood 
featuring scissor bracing (observed elsewhere 
in the village on other Estate cottages). A 
gabled wing to the right breaks forward 
slightly, its roof having laced slate valleys and 
an unusual brick chimney stack of four flues 
forming a cross- shape.  
 
3.2.16 The wooden boundary fence is in-line with a stone boundary wall that 
continues on the street frontage where there is a break in the housing along it; 
this is backed by a variegated mix of trees and bushes to this enclosed 
paddock on the north side of Cottons Farm (see below).  
 

Main Street (west side): On the opposite side 
of the road are four groups of cottages: 
 
3.2.17 Nos. 34b, 33 & 34: the first of these at 
the right-hand end, no. 34b, is a small 
detached house; its neighbours, nos. 33 & 34, 
are a pair of semi-detached houses. They are 
similarly detailed and feature quoined angles 
and door-cases, being double-fronted with 3-

light windows to either side all with keyed lintels on the ground floor. They 
have coped gables with brick end stacks (renewed 20th century), and 3-paned 
casements to the windows.  
 
3.2.18 No. 31: is earlier being a stone built detached thatched cottage, not 
symmetrical, the ground floor windows with long wooden lintels with a 2-light 
casement to the left, and a 3-light to the right to 
either side of the off-centre door with composite 
stone jambs and a slightly depressed Tudor-
arched lintel. At the first floor two 2-light leaded-
light casements with the thatch carried above it, 
having a steeply sloping thatched roof with 
scalloped crested ridge and small end brick 
chimney stacks (20th century). 

 

 

 



 16 

 
3.2.19 Nos. 28 & 29: appear to have evolved as a detached stone cottage 
with coped gables having a single bay of windows featuring a canted stone 
window bay, and a doorway set in its north 
gable end. Attached on to its southern end is a 
larger double-fronted cottage that is set 
forward slightly with quoined angles, gable 
brick stacks, and wedge-shaped thin wooden 
lintels above the 2-paned casements to either 
side of the central boarded door. To either 
side of the building wooden picket paled 
fences and gates. 
 
3.2.20 Rockingham Gallery: next along is a length of stone boundary wall 
that is attached on to a small detached gabled outbuilding to the inn, occupied 
as an art gallery; this is balanced by a similar wall on the opposite side of the 
street. The gallery is in a small building, previously a pottery, which 
specialises in modern and contemporary original prints; it relies on the internet 
for its sales and is rarely open. Down the side of it in a courtyard perhaps 

originally associated with the Sondes Arms is a 
small barn, locally referred to as the Sondes 
Barn with a loading-door in its front gable that 
is occupied by the Village Shop; here are 
some outside seating and tables the area 
defined by tubs and planters with hanging 
baskets to either side of its entrance. Arranged 
around two sides of the adjacent car park are 
lock-up garages. 

 
Main Street (east side) 
 
3.2.21 Cottons Farm: this is one of the finest 
of the late-17th century houses in the village. It 
is a well large proportioned building that has a 
steeply pitched Collyweston slate roof with 
high tabled gables with coping and end 
double-flued ashlar chimney stacks with 
moulded corniced tops. 
 

3.2.22 The fenestration of the façade is interesting 
with a fine central stone door-case having composite 
jambs, and an eared-architrave with double-framed 
moulding retaining an oak 6-panelled door. To the left 
of the door a small single-light window with moulded 
stone surround, with to either side of the door altered 
large 3-light windows with 2-paned casements, one 
with a key-stone lintel, the other with a wooden lintel 
slightly bowed with the weight of the walling above, 
being later alterations of c.1800. The 1st floor retains 
five bays of original 2-light stone mullioned windows 
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the mullions having an ovolo moulding. There are two original hipped dormers 
with slated sides typical of the Queen Anne era; these are well positioned on 
the roof above the 2nd and 4th first floor window bays. What makes the building 
particularly attractive is its use of materials: its is constructed from the deep 
orange coloured local iron-stone walled in different sized courses, some deep 
some thin, the stone contrasting with the creamy limestone ashlar of the door 
and window surrounds.  
 
3.2.23 At the rear is a projecting kitchen wing 
that features unusual oval windows in its gable 
end that provide lit recesses either side of the 
chimney stack, possibly for private devotions. The 
farm buildings include a granary (grain store) at the 
1st floor that has a lime-ash floor (this looks like 
stone or concrete) that adds special interest to the 
building. A mature Yew hedge separates its rear 

garden from its farm buildings that have an L-
shaped grouping of thatched stables and a taller barn at right-angles to them. 
 
3.2.24 It is prominently sited on the street on the pivot point of a significant 
curve in the road as it bends up-hill with views of the Castle ramparts towering 
above the village. Originally detached it now has a long continuous range of 
buildings of different heights attached on its south side, all with brick chimney 
stacks. 
 
3.2.25 Nos. 8, 8a & 8b: the first of these comprises a former agricultural 
stone fronted building with a brick rear that provides access to its animal stalls 
that are still retained on the ground floor with a hay-loft above. This has on its 
road side front a segmental-arched loading door at the 1st floor that retains a 
boarded door on strap hinges, and then a house (no. 8b) The Old 
Bakehouse converted out of part of the same building that at some time was 
a baker’s shop explaining the over large windows, and 3 hipped dormers 
rising through the eaves – two a matched pair with 2-lights, the other of 3-
lights being somewhat over large. Then a taller 3-bay early-18th century house 
(no. 8a) that was a butcher’s shop up to the early 1900s, but became derelict 
until 1950; this has a stone-slate roof and windows with wooden lintels, cross-
shaped on the ground floor with smaller 2-paned casements above, the row 
ending with in a lower 1 ½-storey thatched cottage (no. 8) Apple Tree 
Cottage; this has 3-light casement windows with wooden lintels retaining 
leaded-light windows, and the characteristic eye-brow thatching rising over its 
pair of dormer windows and over-sailing the eaves.  
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3.2.26 This building is of more than passing interest and is of at least 17th 
century origin. Originally detached it has quoined 
angles to its south gable that has its door entry set in 
the gable (called a gable-entry) and very unusually a 
carved stone ‘Celtic’-head projecting above its gated 
side entrance. 
 
3.2.27 Inside it retains an inglenook fireplace set 
against this south gable formed by a timber beamed 
‘bressumer’; there is a small recess in the wall for a 
tinder cupboard or candle. 
 
 
Main Street (west side) 
 
3.2.28 The Sondes Arms: the inn stands on the opposite side of the road 
from Cottons Farm and is of similar 17th century date; as the longest and 
largest building in the village it occupies a prominent central position on the 
bend in the road; with its lower roofed long service-range attached on to its 
south end it forms an impressive group that includes the village market cross 
set on the grassy bank in front of it, marking this as the historic centre point of 

the village. The inn is an attractive 2 ½ -storey 
building its front covered in Virginia Creeper 
that retains four 17th century cruciform leaded-
light windows at the 1st floor, with 3 hip ended 
2-light dormers on its Collyweston slate roof, 
whereas the three 12-paned sash windows on 
the ground floor with neat ashlar-stone 
surrounds with small key-stone lintels date 
from the 18th century. 

 
3.2.29 Probably the 3-bay single-storey building attached on to it, with similar 
windows and a separate entrance door, also dates from this time, when the 
inn would have been a coaching inn being on a busy turnpike road. It retains 
its tall timber doors, the opening filled with glass doors that led to its enclosed 
courtyard formed by an impressive taller U-
shaped stable range that has an attractive 
hipped thatch roof with decorative thatched 
crested ridge and shaped apron at the eaves. 
This now forms an attractive out-side court-
yard that is filled with tables and benches and 
sun-umbrellas, with many flowers in pots and 
tubs around the edges that creates an 
attractive and sheltered drinking area.  
 
3.2.30 The north side of the courtyard has been closed off by a 20th century 
extension to the dining room that is in-keeping with the original attractive 
ironstone walling of the building. The interior of the inn in the main entrance 
bar reveals evidence of a much earlier possibly Tudor building, the ceiling with 
dark oak beams of large scantling with broad chamfered edges. Obviously an 
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inn of ancient origin; a feature of its external walling is the presence of stone 
buttresses with off-sets normally found on medieval buildings; though in this 
village this may indicate the continuation of an ancient tradition through to the 
late-17th century. The frontage of the inn and its adjacent buildings of different 
heights is enhanced by the bushes, hanging-baskets and flower beds close to 
the creeper-clad front. This creates an utterly charming effect and adds 
greatly to the attractiveness of the village. Fixed to a tall wooden post is the 
hanging inn sign painted with the heraldic crest of the Sondes family of 
Rockingham Castle, and the name of the inn formed by large golden-coloured 
separate capital letters set above its main entrance door. 
 
3.2.31 The Market Cross: set on a grassy bank 
adjacent to the stable court of the inn is the village 
cross that is a striking monument. Set on a base of 
two steps stands the large socket stone base for the 
tall tapering cross shaft. 
 
3.2.32 The square stone base is medieval and has 
tapering sides with broached corners. Set into this is 
the tall tapering octagonal lime-stone shaft, a late-
19th century addition as the cooper band plaque half-
way up it states: the north side has this inscription 
“Rebuilt 1894 on the remains of the Old Market Cross of the village she loved 
so well in Memory of Laura Maria Watson who died March 21st 1893”; the 
other side has a cast of the family coat-of-arms and their motto “Mea Gloria 
Fides”. Set in the ground on the north side is the remains of a small horse 
trough partly buried in the grass, and a socket hole for a tap or pump set in 
the stone plinth walling. The stone shaft is carved with a decorative scalloped 
border below the copper ring, and is surmounted by a well executed carved 
cross head of the equal arm type with a foliated cross. 

 
3.2.33 No. 25 (The Old School House) and 
nos. 26 & 27: next along just beyond the 
entrance to the inn car park is the first of two 
long similarly designed mid-19th century blocks 
of 3 Estate cottages built either side of the 
Village Hall, and probably designed by the 
architect Anthony Salvin. The Old School 
House is larger than the other cottages and 

occupies the front facing gabled wing at the left-hand end, with an attractive 
wide single- storey gabled stone porch on its side elevation with a gabled 
dormer above and a stone chimney stack rising through its eaves; this faces 
on to the green in front of the Village Hall. 
 
3.2.34 Fronting the main street it has a box 
bay-window in the wing 3-light window above 
and a shield plaque in the apex 
(undecipherable inscription or date), and an 
open timber gabled porch with two other paired 
together for nos. 26 and 27. The fenestration 
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features orange-brown ironstone banded with thinner bands of lighter 
coloured stone, segmental arched windows with ashlar heads and gabled 
dormers rising through the eaves. The green-painted timber fascias to the 
over-sailing gables match the painted porches. The blue-slate roof has 
substantial stone stacks; to their fronts are small gardens enclosed behind low 
stone walls and small wooden paled gates painted green, seen throughout the 
village.  
 
The wall continues and encloses the forecourt grassed area of the Village 
Hall. 
 

3.2.35 The Village Hall: set behind the front 
boundary wall is a flag-pole and the wooden 
Parish Notice Board. The unusual T-shaped 
building is set back from the road with a rough 
grassed area to its front. Stone built, its front-
facing central gabled wing has decorative 
timber-framing in its gable with diagonal cross 
timbers overlaying a square. It has over-sailing 
eaves with plain barge boards but with a 

central drop-finial. It is well lit with tall multi-light windows to this tall single-
storey building. Down its side built into the south gable of the main hall is 
preserved a long decorative carved stone frieze, perhaps of 16th century date. 
It is possibly designed by Anthony Salvin and part of his Estate improvements 
to the village made in the mid 19th century. A drive of recent construction 
(since 2000) by the Estate runs down the south side of the hall providing 
access to an area of car parking off the main street. Set behind the hall and 
entirely screened by it is a children’s play ground with slides and climbing 
frames and other play equipment set amidst a grassed area with paths and 
outside picnic-tables and benches. From the car park area a distant view of 
the church built on the hill can be had.  
 
3.2.36 At the junction of the new road with the main street is an attractive K6 
red-painted telephone kiosk (that is Grade 2 listed) on the edge of the 
pavement; this is immediately adjacent to the Old Post Office, (now closed). 
 
3.2.37 Nos. 23, 24 & The Old Post Office: 
these are of similar design to nos. 25 to 27 
described above, but a mirror image with the 
gabled wing on the north side and 3 bays of 
segmental arched windows with gabled 
dormers above; there is a similar gabled 
dormer over the side entrance to the former 
post office. The timber porches have the same 
trellis open-work on the sides. The only real 
differences in architectural treatment are the chimneys on the ridge of the 
roof: instead of square sides they have individual octagonal chimneys 
constructed from a cream-coloured ceramic brick, some with clay pots. The 
colourful flower beds in front of the garden wall next to the path add a splash 
of colour in-keeping with the red painted K6 telephone box. There is a car-

 

 



 21 

parking lay-by on the edge of the road in front of the Village hall and 
extending to in front of part of this group of cottages. 
 
 
Main Street (east side) 
 
3.2.38 No. 9 (The Glebe): is a detached 1½-storey stone cottage with a 
thatched roof with 3 eye-brow dormers except the left-hand end where the 
walling has been raised and part of the upper part of the gable rebuilt, 
probably as a result of a thatch fire. The 
fenestration of its façade reads: a small 2-
light window close to the main entry door, 
then another 3 windows – all with wooden 
lintels. At the southern end of the cottage, 
which has quoined angles at this point, is a 
gate providing access to a path that leads to 
an L-shaped group of cottages set well back 
from the street, nos. 11 to13. 
 
3.2.39 No. 11 & 12: a distant view of its thatched gable can be had from the 
pavement edge. This former pair of cottages is a long range, and now forms a 
single dwelling. It has 6 windows to the ground floor and 4 eye-brow dormers 
all with wooden lintels. No. 13 is a small 3-bay thatched cottage with a central 
door flanked by a single bay of small casement windows with wooden lintels 
with similar sized windows above with the thatch shaped over them; it has 
renewed 20th century brick stacks to each gable. Both cottages share a 
common garden that is partly planted with fruit trees as an orchard and with 
dense planting. This is visible on the road edge where bushes overgrow the 
wall and tall trees overhang the wall further along where a large plot forms an 
allotment that is well tended with an array of vegetables; this is immediately 
adjacent to no. 15. 
 
3.2.40 Nos. 15 & 16: this is a long range of a pair of double-fronted thatched 
cottages having wooden casement windows to either side of a boarded door, 
all with wooden lintels. There is a central brick chimney stack for back-to-back 
fireplaces, no. 15 having a small ‘fire-window’ positioned almost in the centre 
of the block; no. 16 also had one but this is blocked by stonework, but is still 
discernible by the presence of the wooden lintel set above the stone blocking; 
these normally indicate the presence of an 
inglenook fireplace with a timber bressumer 
beam. There are 4 evenly spaced eye-brow 
dormer windows that establish a good rhythm 
to its elevation. At the left-hand end above no. 
15 the thatch appears to be quite old laid in 
layers with a decorative scalloped edge ridge 
binding; there are 3 brick stacks, one to each 
gable and on other to the centre of the ridge. 
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3.2.41 No. 17: is a small 3-bay cottage with stone slate roof and modern brick 
gable stacks, being similar to no. 13, but with a low pitched roofed extension 
attached on to its southern gable end. 
 
 
Main Street (west side) 
 
3.2.42 Nos. 21 & 22: this is an attractive pair of Estate cottages built in 
orange-coloured ironstone with contrasting white-coloured limestone 
(probably Weldon stone) door and window lintels with unusual flat-arched 
keyed lintels with a distinctive dropped keystone above the doors. The 
cottages are double-fronted with 4 window bays containing 3-light leaded-light 
metal casements - to no. 21 (that remains un-restored and empty), no.22 
being altered with a 3-paned timber pattern of glazing - seen elsewhere in the 
village; the small 2-light windows at the 1st floor all retain their leaded lights 
and simpler keyed lintels. Set in the middle of the façade between the 1st floor 
windows is a distinctive square date plaque (illegible) seen on other Estate 
buildings having an inscribed lozenge and moulding to the sill and lintel. It 
retains an old Collyweston slate roof and brick chimney stacks. They are built 
onto the pavement edge of the narrow footpath that runs down and up the 
street; because of the increasing slope of the 
hill no. 22 has 3 steps up to its front door and 
room for flower beds to either side. On the left-
hand side of no. 21 is a wooden fence with a 
timber gate, with on the right-hand side of no. 
22 a picket fence forming a boundary with the 
adjacent large garden of no. 23, with here a 
relatively wide gap between adjacent 
properties. 
 
3.2.43 No. 20: up hill from no. 21 and in-line with it is a fairly large taller 
detached house, but built in the cottage style of its neighbours; it has an 
earlier 2-bay cottage built on to its south end with a slightly lower and steeper 
roof, both being Collyweston slate. The older cottage at the left-hand end has 
just 2 bays of small paned casements with wooden lintels to the ground floor, 
but without any windows above; however, there is a tall window at the 1st floor 
set in its south gable end. The principal house has a chamfered stone plinth 
that levels the interior floors on the slope of the hill, the elevation having 4 
bays with the door in the 2nd bay that has a gabled hooded porch on curved 
brackets and with crossed scissor braced principals with a small stone plaque 
above. The outer bays have similar large 2-light window casements with 
timber small-pane glazing with smaller windows above to the 1st floor. These 
having a deeper 3-piece lintel with central wedge keystone in contrasting 
Weldon stone, the ground floor lintels are in the same ironstone as the walling 
and do not stand out. To the right of the door in the 3rd bay are thinner single-
light windows. The double-flue gable chimneys are made from a cream 
coloured ceramic brick, probably 19th century. 
 
3.2.44 The Rectory: is next along, but is set well back from the road with a 
large garden in front of it that feature tall significant mature trees along the 
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roads edge, screening the building behind it. 
Unlike any other in the village it is large stone 
mansion house built after 1849 (from map 
evidence), but appearing on the 1850 1st 
Edition O.S. Map in a convincing Jacobean 
Revival style, the gabled front-facing wing 
having stone mullioned windows and is built in 
Weldon stone contrasting with the use of 
orange-coloured ironstone on the north gable 
of the building. 
 
3.2.45 The house is set well above the road and has a flat-roofed limestone 
extension (perhaps an entrance porch) built forward of the house with stone 

steps running up its side from the footpath. Set above 
its roof is a taller stair-window with small-paned 
casements, with set above in a carved shield the date 
“1862”.  
 
3.2.46 The most significant contribution the building 
makes to the quality of the conservation area is its 
dense mature trees in its garden that line the edge of 
the road; these add much to the conservation area 
and the setting of the village at this southern entry 
point into the village set on the curving bend close to 
the speed camera. 

 
 
Main Street (east side) 
 
3.2.47 No. 18a: is an exceptionally interesting building dated 1670 but 
probably of earlier origins. It is a larger detached house of higher status than a 
cottage built of small sized ironstone walling, but with large irregular sized 
quoins to its corner angles. It has a 3-room plan on its road-side front, but has 
other attached long ranges built on to its rear that form a U-shaped courtyard; 
the plan of the building would give a service 
room at the lowest level, a hall in the centre 
and a parlour to the right hand end at the 
highest level internally. It is very unusual in the 
village being set on the steep slope with the 
ground floor windows all set at different 
heights indicating that internally the rooms will 
step up one from another.  
 
3.2.48 The front façade has limestone mullioned windows with ovolo moulded 
mullions and surrounds of 3-, 4-, and 3-lights with an off-set buttress set 
between the 2nd and 3rd windows and a limestone date stone above the 
central window inscribed “1670” and initialled “EW” (probably Edward 
Watson). Set between the 1st and 2nd bays is the main doorway with 
composite surround and a good wide 6-panelled door protected by an 
attractive open timber porch with a stone-slate roof shaped like half a 
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pyramid, supported on oak posts with carved 
brackets; above the door is a small single light 
window. To the left above the ground floor 
window in the 1st bay are 2 thin wooden lintels 
set in the stone walling; these define the 
positions of two windows that have since been 
blocked and lost; there are no other windows to 
the 1st floor other than ones in the gable ends. 
The gables have coping stone and a shaped 
apex piece with a roll moulding. It has a fine Collyweston stone slate roof laid 
in diminishing courses, and old clay ridge tiles. There is another single-flued 
chimney to the right-hand (south) gable. It is very unusual being set on the 
steep slope with the ground floor windows all at different heights, indicating 
that internally the three rooms will step up from left to right, one from another.  
 

3.2.49 The right-hand return reveals a long rear 
range of lower attached buildings 1 ½ storey dropping 
to single storey; the rear shows it to be U-shaped with 
a similar long range built on the north side. Built 
across the back of the house is an open veranda with 
a lean-to roof supported by two timber posts to either 
side of the rear entrance door that this projecting 
canopy protects, much as an open porch. Here is an 
ancient medieval timber round arched doorway 
(painted green) set below a timber beam that may be 
a sawn off mid-rail of a timber-framed building.  
 

3.2.50 However, it cannot with certainty be ascribed to this house, as it is of 
great antiquity and may have come from an earlier building re-used when the 
village was mostly rebuilt after the Civil War during the Restoration period; it is 
significant that the house is dated 1670. Interior: the rear door is directly 
opposite the door on the front forming an odd cross passage plan which 
passes between 2 chimney stacks, which meet above to form a single 2-flue 
stack; the outer rooms at each end being fairly featureless other than having 
stop-chamfered beams. The central room, the Hall has a transverse 
chamfered beam running across the centre of the room directly above the 
front window. It also has a fine inglenook fireplace with a stone-lined flue and 
a cranked timber bressumer beam cut to a depressed Tudor arch with ovolo-
moulded edge and stop-chamfer.  
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3.2.51 On the top landing is the remains of the 
original late-17th century staircase with turned 
balusters, moulded handrail and a square fluted 
corner newel post; none of the timber observed in the 
interior appears to be oak but may be a mix of fruit-
woods or other timber such as beech.  
 
3.2.52 It is without doubt the most important 
vernacular building in the village and may have been 
some thing other than a farmhouse, bearing the 
initials of Edward Watson, and may have been 
occupied by some important official of the Rockingham Estate, who still owns 
the building that is currently let as a second home. To the north-east other 
farm buildings, sheds and a barn with a 1st floor door in the gable end that 
features a timber boarded door set into a curved door-head. To the north and 
east of the house is a long lawned garden with an attractive boundary of 
mature bushes and trees backing on to a long brick wall with regularly spaced 
brick buttresses capped by offset tiles. 

 
3.2.53 It is prominently sited on the curving bend in the 
road with, at its right hand corner, a green-backed 
finger-post indicating the “Jurassic Way Footpath to 
Gretton” that leads down the side of a parking court for 
the Rockingham Castle Estate, which has a barrier 
across its entrance. With, on the other side, a gated 
compound for a commercial vehicle business (that 
specialises in used Land Rovers), with beyond it a 
small thatch roofed 1 ½-storey cottage. 
 
3.2.54 No. 18:  is set well back from the street and is 

built gable-on to it. Its tall brick chimney stacks built on to each gable end 
being eye-catchers when seen from the road. 
Stone built in thin coursed rubble of an 
indeterminate date the 2-light windows with 
2-paned casements have thin wooden lintels. 
A single hooded dormer rises above the 
eaves at the right-hand end with a similar one 
on the rear roof at the opposite end lighting 
the attic that is set under the very long and 
steeply pitched roof.  
 
 
3.2.55 The pitch of the roof and its length gives a clue to its construction as 
this is the only cruck-framed building in the village. During architectural survey 
work in the village in 1991 and also 1993 (by the architectural practice 
working for the Estate Gotch, Saunders & Surridge) the architect Nick Hill 
recorded that the cottage has 2 bays of “smoke-blackened cruck trusses, 
elbowed, of quite good quality with big yokes to the apex, and a square-set 
ridge. Set between the cruck blades are rather crudely half-lapped collars, 
only 5in deep. The central truss between the cruck trusses has a scissors 
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apex and some original ash pole rafters survive”, typically found in thatched 
roofs the curve assisting binding of the thatch to the roof. Cruck-framed 
buildings are relatively scarce in the Welland Valley, and rare in the Corby 
District so this modest looking building is both architecturally and historically 
important, as it would appear to be one of the few earlier buildings to survive 
from before the damage made to the village during the Civil War in the late 
1640s; this is confirmed by its alignment, being set well back from the street 
relating to an earlier street pattern that was subsequently altered c.1670. 
 
3.2.56 No. 19 The Old Forge: further up the 
hill built on the continuation of the bend this 
long range balances well with no. 18a on the 
opposite side of the short access road to the 
Estate yard, both have a 3-room plan. 
 
3.2.57 No. 19 has a well proportioned and 
balanced façade with 3 bays of 3-light 
casements to the ground floor with 2-lights 

directly above to the 1st floor, all with flat-arched 
lintels and raised expressed keystones in ironstone 
walling. The entrance door is set between the 2nd and 
3rd bays and has composite jambs. Its lintel has a 
moulded raised triple keystone in limestone that 
provides a white chalky contrast to the darker greys 
of the wedge-shaped door lintel with dressed 
voussoirs. Directly above the door is an inscribed 
date plaque (like the one above no. 20) with a raised 
lozenge inscribed with the date “1792”; the smooth 
grain of the stone suggests that it is Weldon stone.  
 

3.2.58 It had its Collyweston roof fully repaired in 1993 when it was observed 
that it preserved its original roof timbers with principal rafter trusses with thin 
cambered collars, and crudely lapped and pegged tie-beams into which were 
tenoned staggered purlins, with oak rafters resting on the back of the purlins. 
It has quoins on its NW angle and copings to its 
stone slate roof, but not on the south gable; it has 3 
brick stacks, one to each gable and another to the 
central room that has an inglenook fireplace. 
Attached on to its north gable is the lower roofed 
single storey old blacksmith’s forge; this features 
quoins and coping on its north gable end, with on its 
road side front a former basket-arched cart-entrance 
with a raised keystone, now blocked with thin 
coursed rubble walling and a stone Tudor-arched 
fireplace planted on the front that may have once 
featured a well or horse trough.  
 
3.2.59 To the right of the house is a low lime-stone boundary wall with small 
bedded top stones backed by a dense evergreen hedge as tall as the house, 
that runs up to the side of the next building along. 
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3.2.60 No.19a Shire House: is set before the bend in the road further up the 
hill and is the last house in the village. It is an 
attractive small 2-roomed late-18th century 
house built of the local orange coloured 
ironstone with contrasting Weldon stone 
keystones to the wedge shaped lintels of its 
windows. It has a 3-bay symmetrical façade 
with central door protected by an open gabled 
porch carried on brackets (painted green) seen 
elsewhere in the village.  
 
3.2.61 It has 3-light casements in the outer bays with 2-light windows above, 
retaining their 2-pained glazing. It has quoined angles and coped gables 
which continue a moulding carried across the gable-end brick chimney stacks, 
with below set in the apex of its prominent north gable a small difficult to read 
date stone with “179?” (the listed building description states 1745) inscribed 
upon its raised lozenge that is a typical feature of these Estate houses. 
Apparently the NE corner and part of the front façade of the building were 
rebuilt 1992-93 after damage caused by a vehicle collision; this very skilful 
repair is not discernible. Perhaps to prevent such damage in the future the 
kerb edge of the road has been raised and reinforced with a special concrete 
roll-moulded edging running up to the bend in the road. 
 
3.2.62 The Bend in the Road: on the west 
side of the road is a speed camera, painted a 
distinctive blue, that slows traffic down to 
30mph as it comes down hill at this entry point 
in to the village. When travelling down the road 
a good view of the village Main Street can be 
had just after the bend. At this point a flight of 
7 stone steps leads up to a footpath to the 
church that is approached up a long rising path with a wooden paled fence on 
its north side from which a fine view of the Welland Valley can be had. At the 
top of the path a wooden picket gate leads into the churchyard, with granite 
sets laid in its entrance; from here a view of the north side of the church can 
be had; this path is mainly used by local people from the village rather than 
visitors who normally visit the church from the Castle grounds on open days. 
A notice on an adjacent fence outside the church boundary wall explains that 
this area is “Private. No entry to Castle & Grounds on open days, entry by 
gate off A6003 only”. 
 
Church of St Leonard (listed building Grade 2*): 
 
3.2.63 Setting: the church is set on the steep escarpment between the village 
and the Castle, under its ramparts from which a spectacular view of the 
church and village and the Welland Valley can be had. The churchyard is 
bounded by a metal Estate fencing on the south and east sides, and by a 
timber post-and-rail fence on its west side enclosing some trees on the edge 
of the original boundary. These help to contain it within its rural setting amid 
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green fields and surrounded by mature trees and woodland. At its entrances 
are picket gates on the NE approach from the village and SW side on the 
approach from the Castle. The churchyard within is a well kept grassed area 
and contains a varied collection of ancient and modern tomb stones; there is a 
particularly notable row of 3 ledger stones laid flat close to the north entrance 
that feature an engraved foliated cross to the 
top, and a group of 5 standing gabled stones 
with highly decorated crocketed gables to the 
NW of the west door of the church; close by 
them are 2 chest tombs with cross shaped 
tops. One 18th century chest tomb is 
individually listed Grade 2 to the east of the 
Chancel; this has an oval panel flanked by a 
bolection moulded and ribbed pilaster; its 
partially legible inscription is to a member of 
the Walker family who were Stewards at Rockingham Castle. 
 
3.2.64 Architecture: the church after its various rebuilding’s due to its 
destruction in the Civil War is a low irregularly shaped structure having a 
nave, chancel and memorial chapel to the Watson family. It is oddly shaped 
lacking a west tower having visible on its south side a fairly large 3-bay nave 
with widely spaced 3-light Gothic-arched windows the bays articulated by off-
set buttresses. The church is entered at its west end via a simple gabled open 
porch with engaged columns with water-leaf capitals with a 5-light circular 
window above with cusped trefoils A moulding runs around the parapet that 
largely hides the shallow pitched lead roof. In contrast to this the chancel has 
a steeply pitched Collyweston roof embraced on both sides by lower roofed 
and smaller transeptal chapels, that on the south side with substantial corner 
buttresses; this has more domestic sized stone mullioned windows with 
arched heads of 2-lights on the south side, and 3-lights in its west gable; 
these are set disproportionately high up on the wall to light the chapel above 
the tall wall monuments with statuary on the inside. The east end had three 
gothic arched windows in separate gables, of 2-lights 
to the chapels on either side of the 3-light chancel 
window. On the north side is an aisle with lean-to roof 
with 3-light square-headed windows that continues 
across the length of the church to form a Vestry 
beyond a projecting square tower that rises above the 
aisle roof and then has broached angles to its 
octagonal belfry with pointed octagonal roof; the use 
of contrasting orange-coloured iron-stone with 
creamer coloured Weldon stone forms a pleasing 
effect and this side of the church in many respects is 
the most pleasing in terms of architectural unity. 
 
3.2.65 Interior: 3-bay nave, north aisle, chancel and chancel chapel mostly 
rebuilt in the 19th century in a Gothic Revival style. The West Door leads 
directly into the body of the Nave that has a north arcade of three Gothic 
arches to the aisles; these are supported on octagonal stone piers with 
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moulded capitals with above unusual ball-flower decoration on the springer of 
the arch.  
 
3.2.66 The roof of the nave is carried on low 
king-post roof trusses supported on decorative 
curved brackets off stone corbels, the lean-to 
roof over the aisle had similar long curved 
supports that extend down the wall to stone 
corbels; the roofs are timber boarded divided 
by moulding into square panels for decorative 
effect. There is one stained glass window in 
the aisle by the distinguished glass maker 
Kempe c.1904, of three saints. The walls are plastered and painted leaving 
the stone window surrounds exposed. Separating the Nave from the Chancel 
is a Gothic arch with a similar smaller arch at the head of the aisle to the 
North Chapel that has a timber Vestry screen. The chancel has a wagon roof 
divided by a ribbed ceiling into squares. The Fittings are almost entirely 19th 
century with oak pews. An earlier 17th century carved stone font survives form 
the original church; this is dated 1669 and has an octagonal tapering cover 
decorated with sprockets as if it is a steeple top. The pulpit also survives from 
earlier times and is semi-octagonal of oak on a shafted foot with panelled 
sides finely carved with arcading and a decorative frieze; this perhaps 
indicates the quality of the wood work that may have filled the church prior to 
its destruction in the mid-17th century. Sanctuary is enclosed by highly 

decorative gilded wrought-iron railings. The glory of 
the church is its fine collection of funerary 
monuments. The first of these are highly visible on 
either side of the sanctuary on the side walls are 
important 18th century marble funerary monuments of 
great quality: one to Lewis 1st Earl of Rockingham 
(d.1724) and his wife by the internationally acclaimed 
sculptor Peter Scheemakers, represented as 
standing figures in Roman dress either side of a 
sarcophagus crowned by a charming dancing cherub 
holding a trumpet in one hand and a gilded laurel 
crown in the other. 

 
3.2.67 The other monument on the north side is to 
Lady Anne Rockingham (d.1695) by the equally 
famous and talented John Nost. The finely sculpted 
taller than life-sized female figure in drapery, holding 
the hood slightly back from her face, stands within 
the arch of a Classical composition framed by fluted 
Doric columns framed by black drapery with gilded 
tassels rising to a bow above the top urn. 
 
 
3.2.68 To the right of the Sanctuary is the South 
Watson Chapel that contains more monuments of some interest: in the middle 
of the chapel floor is the earliest of these, the surviving remnants of a table 
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tomb with a knight’s effigy and a lady in alabaster, unusually thought to be 
mother Dorothy Montagu and son Sir Edward Watson (d.1617) part of a 
collection of articulated fragments of various 
tombs, including a fine collection of weepers – 
ladies in Elizabethan dress around one side of 

the tomb that form a 
splendid frieze, that 
were put together in 
the 18th century to 
form this present 
monument.  
 
3.2.69 In addition there is a remarkable Baroque 
memorial by the sculptor William Palmer of Margaret 
Watson (d.1713) that is a standing slender figure in a 
serpentine posture with carried above a big draped 
canopy or baldachino flanked by fluted Corinthian 

pilasters that support flaming urns. 
 
3.2.70 History: The church has an interesting dedication to St Leonard a 6th 
century hermit, the patron saint of prisoners, and is usually depicted carrying 
a chain; he is represented in the West window of the North Aisle next to St. 
Elizabeth. The church is of great antiquity being established in the 13th 
century; in 1220 Hugh Wells was appointed the first Rector of Rockingham, 
the church at the time being close to a medieval village which stood 
immediately below the main towers. However, it is believed that a chapel 
existed within the Castle precinct by 1095, the date of a famous meeting of 
the Council of Rockingham. During the Civil War the church was apparently 
largely destroyed and the present church of St Leonard was begun shortly 
after fighting ceased in 1650, but then was subject to various phases of 
rebuilding in the 19th century. In 1842 Richard Watson started refurbishing the 
interior, rebuilding the church with Gothic-style windows in 1843, using Salvin 
as his consultant architect. The small bell tower with octagonal pyramidal roof 
was added in 1845, this said to be a copy of one at a church in Oxfordshire. In 
1868 a further programme of building work commenced that saw the raising 
the roof of the nave, and the addition of a north aisle intended to be used to 
accommodate the increased Castle staff during that period. In addition in 
1868 the Watson Chapel was also added on to the south-east corner of the 
church, built to house the remarkable collection of funerary monuments, some 
of which were assembled and repositioned at that time. Following a fire in 
1902 further restoration work of the church was undertaken, and shortly after 
stained-glass windows were inserted in 1904. The present boundary of the 
conservation area follows the southern boundary of the church-yard and burial 
ground that lies directly underneath the north wall of the Castle. 
 
3. Proposed Extensions to the Conservation Area boundary: 
Rockingham Castle and its Estate 
 
3.3.1 Introduction and Background: The village of Rockingham and the 
Castle on the promontory above it, with the Parish Church set on the hillside 
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between the two, are so inextricably linked one with the other that it is 
surprising that the Castle was not included in the original boundary when the 
conservation area was designated in 1970; however, this was one of the first 
areas in the County of Northamptonshire to be made a conservation area, 
designated in October 1970. Subsequently in 1985 English Heritage, formed 
from the earlier Historic Buildings & Monuments Commission for England, 
wrote to Corby Borough Council asking the Council if it “would consider 
extending the boundaries of the conservation area to include the immediate 
landscape in order to safeguard the setting of the Castle and the Village” 
(letter dated 01/02/85; ref: HB 5326/381/3, signed by R.B. Dawe); at this time 
English Heritage had agreed to grant-aid a conservation scheme in 
Rockingham. This was reported to the CBC Development Control Committee 
on 19/03/85 stating that: 

 
“An initial survey has been carried out and an important area of trees and 
open space have been identified which are located outside the present 
conservation area. The steep slopes in the vicinity of the castle and its 
sitting on top of the escarpment give added importance to the skyline 
trees as well as those which surround the castle and St. Leonard’s 
Church.”  

 
3.3.2 The committee report suggested that “in principle the idea of extending 
the conservation area should be accepted”, and it agreed in principal to 
extend the conservation area at Rockingham. It reported that: 

 
“Consultations have now been carried out and the Historic Buildings 
and Monuments Commission for England and the County Planning 
Officer both support the proposal”.  

 
3.3.3 The proposed extension went out to public consultation and gained the 
support of the Rockingham Parish Meeting (the local equivalent of a Parish 
Council), who met on 8th July 1985 to discuss the proposals. The CBC 
committee report states that: 
 

“The matter has also been discussed with Commander Saunders 
Watson (on 30/04/85 with his Forestry Manager) who is the owner of 
the land involved in the proposed extension. He generally supports the 
proposal but wishes to avoid unnecessary extra work, in particular, the 
need to give 6 weeks’ notice of work on trees”.  

 
3.3.4 The Commander suggested that he was willing to agree a 5 year 
management plan for the Estate that would be divided into 8 parts (identifying 
these on a map), setting out a “programme of work and objectives for each of 
these parts” in the draft management plan, which would “be subject to review 
every 5 years”.  Subsequently the committee recommended that:- 
  

(a) “The land identified on the attached plan be designated as a 
Conservation Area thus extending the existing Rockingham 
Conservation Area and 

(b) The steps listed as designation procedure be carried out and 
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(c) That negotiations continue with Commander Saunders Watson with a 
view to finalising a five year management plan for the area to be 
included in the Conservation Area extension.” 

 
3.3.5 With the caveat that “provided that no representations that would justify 
reconsideration of the proposal by the Committee are received from 
Rockingham Parish Council”; the timing of the meeting meant that the 
committee approved the proposal before the Rockingham Parish Meeting 
(RPM) had met with officers of the council to discuss it. A letter from the RPM 
supported the management approach and encouraged the council to accept 
it. The minutes of the RPM meeting held on 8 July 1985 stated that:  

“The meeting agreed that the extension of the conservation area, 
together with the management plan, would be a positive step towards 
preserving the existing landscape.” 

 
3.3.6 Officers of CBC prepared a map at that time (see copy) marked up with 
the suggested boundary. 
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3.3.7 The council received a letter back from English Heritage (dated 3 May 
1985) commenting on the suggested boundary stating: 
 

“The proposed extension of the conservation area, in order to 
safeguard the setting of the Castle and the village, is welcomed. The 
suggested boundary seems appropriate to our architect, Mrs 
McPherson, and is what she had in mind when the possibility of an 
extension was discussed in January. We hope the District Council will 
endorse the proposal” 

 
3.3.8 Thus the proposed extension to the Rockingham Conservation Area had 
received the support of all interested parties, but there is no evidence to 
suggest that the matter was further progressed as required by planning law, 
such as formally advertising the extension in the local press, and in the 
London Gazette. 
 
3.3.9 Summary: For the purposes of this 2008/2009 appraisal of the 
Rockingham Conservation Area the original boundary as first approved and 
designated in 1970 remains in force. Following an initial survey of the village 
and the wider castle area a meeting was held between the consultant 
commissioned by CBC to undertake this work and the Rockingham Parish 
Meeting, on the 2nd September 2008, when the proposal to extend the 
conservation area boundary was further discussed. A Director of King West 
was also in attendance on behalf of the Rockingham Estate for whom they act 
as agents. This then forms the background to this current proposal to extend 
the conservation area boundary. 
  
3.3.10 Approaches and Entrances: Rockingham Castle and its entrance 
lodges are approached off the A6003 Corby to Oakham road, Corby being 
only 1km to the south where its urban scene contrasts vividly with the historic 
environment of the largely 17th century Estate village of Rockingham and the 
panoramic rural expanse of the Welland valley, which village and Castle 
overlook. The two main approaches to the Castle are via the North (or 
Bottom) Lodge (listed grade 2), 100m to the south of the end of Rockingham 
village, from which a drive curves uphill to the twin towers of the gatehouse; 
and from South (or Top) Lodge (also listed grade 2), from which a drive runs 
north-west to the Castle past the Home Farm and via the Hollow Drive, that 
was until c.1618 the main road through Rockingham. Both stone-built lodges 
were designed by Anthony Salvin c.1840 in a suitable Jacobethan style. A 
third approach is from the south-west, off the A427 and up a 200m long 
mature lime avenue to Keeper's Lodge, built 
later around 1850 and far plainer and of lesser 
architectural interest. From here an Estate 
road, probably the new road in the park that is 
apparently mentioned in documents in 1851, 
runs north-eastwards following the high 
ground through the Park to join the drive from 
the South Lodge, east of Home Farm. 
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3.3.11 North Lodge, some times referred to as “Bottom Lodge”, listed 
Grade 2: further up the hill from the village on the west side of the road and  
currently just outside the original CA boundary is the North Lodge to the 
Rockingham Castle Estate. It is an attractive T-shaped Victorian 1 ½-storey 
limestone building built in a Vernacular Jacobean Revival style c.1840 to the 
designs of Anthony Salvin that features 2- and 3-light stone mullioned 
windows, and having steeply pitched roofs with coped gables and gabled 
eaves dormers. Its attractive Collyweston roof is neatly finished off by the tall 
octagonal stone chimney stacks. It is set back from the road behind a white-
painted picket fence with wide8-bar Estate entrance gate hung on strap 
hinges and with unusual shaped wooden gatepiers. It stands at this private 
entrance gate to the Castle (not the main public approach) but also is a 
sentinel of the imminent approach of the Village, just around the bend, and 
merits inclusion within the CA boundary. It has an attractive setting being 
surrounded by tall mature trees on the edge of the Castle parklands and 
boundary with the main A6003. Further along there is a large traffic island at 
the road junction where a brown-backed sign directs the way to “Rockingham 
Castle”.  
 
3.3.12 Top Lodge: the Lodge building stands 
on the east side of the main entrance to the 
Castle that has a splayed entrance approach 
with white-painted picket fencing and double 
entrance gates with, on either side of the 
entrance, large boards advertising the Castle 
and its opening times. Here the lodge is set at 
a right-angle to the road fronting the entrance 
drive and is again T-shaped 1 ½-storeys built 
in a Jacobethan Revival style again by the architect Anthony Salvin c.1840 
this is slightly different than the Bottom (North) Lodge being built in ironstone 
with flatter-pitched gabled roofs with coping and ball finials, but with the same 
octagonal coupled flues to the ridge chimneys; a typical 19th century Baronial 
style with stone mullioned windows. It has an attractive open single-storey 
stone gabled porch with a Gothic arched doorway set on its front facing the 
entrance to the Estate. The many fine mature trees and dense woodland on 
the approach to the entrance from both sides remind us that this was once 
part of Rockingham Forest. 
 
Rockingham Castle, listed Grade 1 & a Scheduled Ancient Monument. 
Site Reference No. 2040: 
 
3.3.13 Introduction: Rockingham Castle stands on a spur of high ground 
above the Welland Valley, with extraordinary wide views over five counties. 
The river was far wider before the valley floor was drained and cultivated, and 
the castle was built to command the waterway and an important crossing 
point, and to protect various iron workings within the vicinity. The site is ideal 
for a fortification with only a thin neck of land to the south needing artificial 
defences, whereas on the other sides the land falls away dramatically.  
 

 



 35 

3.3.14 William (1st) the Conqueror ordered a castle to be built here; the 
earliest main phase comprised a motte with two baileys. The site of his keep 
is now a rose garden, but the moats remain; nothing earlier than the 13th 
century survives, this included the Great Hall and the massive gatehouse that 
is the most visually striking element of the castle its drum towers; built in the 
late-13th century as a twin-towered east gateway leading through into the 
castle's east courtyard; some medieval fabric other than the gatehouse also 
survives.  
 
3.3.15 Running down the south side of that courtyard, and connecting with the 
gatehouse range, are the Hall and Great Parlour. The north end of the Parlour 
is abutted to north and south by long ranges which complete an ‘H’-plan 
house. Otherwise the buildings largely date from the rebuilding programme 
put in hand by Edward Watson, who leased the largely derelict castle in 1544.  
 
3.3.16 Repairs and additions were made in the early 17th century, and after 
the Civil war by Edward, the 2nd Lord Rockingham (d.1689), who inherited in 
1653. Thereafter, little work was undertaken in the 18th century when 
Rockingham became a secondary seat the owners preferring to live in large 
houses in Kent and Yorkshire that they acquired through marriage.  The 
castle remained mostly untouched throughout the 18th century until after 1836 
when Rockingham was inherited by the Rev. Henry Watson (1796-1849), 
brother of the 3rd Baron Sondes, who brought in Anthony Salvin (1799-1881) 
to restore and modernise the building for its Victorian occupants, who 
frequently entertained the author Charles Dickens, and has an interesting 
connection with the building; Dickens writing ‘Bleak House’ here in the course 
of five visits, as well as dedicating ‘David Copperfield’ to the owners. 
 
3.3.17 Historic Development: The original castle was built by William 1st and 
throughout the Middle Ages played a double role, being regularly used by the 
kings and queens of England for hunting, the castle being the royal hunting 
lodge for Rockingham Forest, and as an administrative centre for the Forest 
area, where various documents were signed and witnessed. The castle was 
maintained as part of the king’s demesne (his personal land holdings) until 
after 1327 when it was granted to successive queens. This continued until the 
15th century when it fell into disrepair, and in 1534 permission was given to 
use the castle as a source of building stone.  
 
3.3.18 King John, who was a frequent visitor for the hunting, famously last 
stayed here before leaving for his ill-fated crossing of the Wash, leaving 
behind him an ancient treasure chest; unfortunately without the Crown 
Jewels, but the chest still remains on display in the Castle today. In 1544 
Edward Watson (d. 1584), whose father was Surveyor to the Bishop of 
Lincoln, obtained a lease of the castle and park from the Crown. By 
Elizabethan times much of its strategic importance had been lost; when Sir 
Lewis Watson (d.1653), bought it outright from the Crown in 1619 the 
alterations he made were purely domestic. Over some 40 years he built a 
large but architecturally straightforward mansion house based on the old 
banqueting house in the north bailey, incorporating the structure of the 
medieval hall range, that building campaign being completed in 1631.  
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3.3.19 During the Civil War the castle was occupied by Parliamentary troops 
under Colonel Horseman, and much of the north and north-west wings were 
destroyed. At the end of the war the curtain wall was demolished together with 
the keep, leaving only the drum towers and eastern section of the wall intact. 
Lewis' son Edward (d.1689) carried out major restoration works, restoring the 
gallery wing to two-thirds of its original length and building Walker’s House in 
1665 on the foundation of an earlier building with an ancient basement 
underneath it. It is thought probable that he created the terraces and the 
Mount out of the rubble of the walls and keep.  
 
3.3.20 His son Lewis (d.1724) succeeded him, and was created Earl of 
Rockingham in 1714.  Little building work was done at Rockingham Castle for 
almost a century until the Rev. Henry Watson, inherited the Castle and 
brought in the famous Victorian architect Anthony Salvin in 1836 to advise him 
on repairs and restoration work to the castle, and modernising and 
refurbishing the domestic ranges in a suitable manner as a home for a 
Victorian clergyman. He began by improving the circulation at the west end of 
the house by adding a staircase on either side of the main range, and a 
corridor on 2-stories behind the south-west range where the rooms were fitted 
out for family use, creating drawing rooms on the ground floor linked by 
central double doors. Between 1838 and 1841 (Heward & Taylor. 1996, p. 
295) some £3,969 was spent on refurbishing, rearranging the house, 
rebuilding the battlements and restoring the gateway.  
 
3.3.21 After the death of the Rev. Watson in 1849 his brother Richard (1800-
52) continued the building campaign and between 1849 to 1851 Salvin added 
a block of bedrooms at the south end of the south-west range, reached by an 
earlier corridor, and the impressive semi-octagonal 3-storey tower, built with a 
separate square stair-turret, onto the Long Gallery wing, the tower containing 
a useful secondary staircase; this overlooks a large lawn on the west side. 
Architecturally it broke up the long length of the west front, the building works 
costing £3,629. At some point Salvin designed the two entrance lodges to the 
park on the edge of the road, probably around 1850, that runs around the park 
(described above) as fitting entrances to the Castle grounds.  
 
3.3.22 Richard was succeeded by his eldest son George Lewis Watson 
(1841-1900) who continued the building programme by building a square 
tower on the eastern end of the south-west range as bachelor quarters; it has 
a distinctive tall 5-flued ashlar chimney stack rising above it indicative of its 
many fireplaces.  
 
3.3.23 Rockingham remains in private hands 
and is the home of the Saunders Watson 
family who generously permit public access to 
the castle and its grounds, opening the house 
to the general public, during the summer 
season when various costumed events and 
mock battles are held. 
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3.3.24 Architecture: This is a fine medieval castle with a great sense of 
arrival for visitors approaching from the south. Visitors park in a large car park 
in an open field near the Home Farm, and then walk along a footpath down 
the east side of the tall and impressive castle walls that are mostly built of 
ironstone with many signs of rebuilding over several centuries; curious white-
limestone gable ends and an ashlar chimney stack rising out of the top of the 
wall at the northern end suggest later alterations; with built on the southern 
corner of this length of curtain walling, a projection much like a square tower; 
with rising behind it, the two tall ashlar chimney stacks of the 17th century 
Laundry set close to the wall; the building crowned by an open bell-tower with 
a clock face that is just visible above the walls from the outside; the Laundry 
building looks at first sight much like a small church. 
 
3.3.25 The Gatehouse: The principal entrance 
to the Castle precinct is between the large and 
impressive circular drum towers on either side 
of the Gothic pointed-archway, that has the 
additional protection of a portcullis, and 
medieval cross-slits in the walling for archers, 
both long-bow and cross-bow. This was an 
added defensive measure built in the reign of 
Edward 1st between the years 1275 and 1280; 
the building accounts survive and record the earliest use of Weldon stone in 
the County. In 1275 an Edward Geoffrey, Mason, received the payment of 8s. 
2d “for cutting 700 freestones”, together with the cost of transport, carting the 
stone from the Weldon quarries, amounting to an additional 3s. 6d.  

 
3.3.26 This drawing, by George 
Clarke of Scaldwell, done c.1842, is 
of great interest in that it shows the 
towers without their embattled tops; 
these were added in their present 
form in the mid-19th century by 
Anthony Salvin as part of his 
restoration work and rebuilding at 
the castle; it would have had 
battlements originally, but 
Cromwell’s soldiers removed them 

after the Civil War to make the castle non-defensible. The drawing 
interestingly also shows some 1 ½ storey cottages built on either side of the 
castle entrance, their backs to the castle walls; a survival from when the 
original road through Rockingham passed directly in-front of the castle 
entrance, before it was later moved further to the east. 
 
3.3.27 The Castle with its small cottages outside it were similarly illustrated in 
earlier drawings by Peter Tillemans, done in July 1721; in addition to the 
cottages they also show a medieval stone barn with buttresses built to the 
east of the castle entrance (Illustrated in Bailey, 1996) but now gone. The roof 
of a 17th century building sticks up above the boundary wall, and with a tall 
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double-flued chimney rising off the wall, showing that this wall too was 
completely rebuilt after the damage inflicted on the castle in the Civil War (see 
3.3.6 above); the Castle was actually occupied by the Parliamentary forces in 
1643, during which time the Castle suffered considerable damage; caused 
when it was re-enforced as a stronghold; during this period the church was 
virtually destroyed. Members of the Watson family returned to the Castle after 
the Civil War and started to repair its fabric so as to be able to live in its 
buildings once again. Sir Lewis Watson died in 1652 and his son Edward 
Watson (1630-89) inherited and was made the 2nd Lord Rockingham in 1653; 
he married Lady Anne Wentworth daughter of the 1st Earl of Strafford. 
 
3.3.28 Walker’s House: The north wall of the 
house goes down to the earlier wall 
foundations, and the north terrace wall with 
many buttresses is built on to it, as shown in 
the photo below. 
 
3.3.29 This building in the north-east corner of 
the castle yard was built after the Restoration, 
and is dated 1665. It is a modest 1 ½ storey building with basement and attics 
lit by 3-bays of stone mullioned transom windows, the centre one with the 
entrance door. Its roof has an ashlar parapet (looks renewed c.1840) with ball 
finials and a hipped roof with two hip-ended dormer windows sat just above 

the eaves. Inside it has a fine carved oak 
staircase, probably Elizabethan and re-used in 
its present position following alterations in the 
main castle. It was traditionally the home of the 
agent who managed the Estate, one of whom 
was called Walker, hence the name; it is now 
used as the Castle Tea Rooms for the many 
visitors. 
 

3.3.30 Walker’s House was built to the left of the inner entrance gateway that 
is constructed in an orange-coloured ironstone with contrasting almost white 
Weldon stone dressings to the windows and 
doorways, one of which has a round arch and 
may be re-used from the Norman period. The 
stone mullioned windows appear to be all 17th 
century; the large pointed Gothic arch way is 
in crisp cut Weldon stone, and would appear 
from its excellent condition to be one of 
Salvin’s restorations of c.1840. 
 
3.3.31 The East Range: To the right of this entrance is the Servants Hall a 
small building added in the 16th century, with behind it, the main mansion 
house buildings run across the yard east to west forming a long line before an 
L-shaped wing breaks forward. 1st and attached to the castle wall is a triple 
gabled 2 ½-storey house that is an in-fill between the larger earlier ranges to 
the right of it. It must have been a lodging house for the visitors probably built 
some time between 1580 and 1630, prior to the Civil War; it looks 
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Elizabethan. It is as large as many a Cotswold 
manor house, built mainly in Weldon stone 
with off-set buttresses between the ‘wings’; the 
right hand gabled range is earlier, probably 
1580s, and is built in ironstone different to the 
other two ‘wings’. It is attached on to the earlier 
and taller Tudor range, which dwarfs this small 
mansion to the left of it, which is built in similar 
orange-coloured ironstone walling with 
limestone dressings to the windows and doors. 
 
3.3.32 The Tudor Range: All the stone mullioned-and-transom windows at the 
1st floor appear to be later insertions into the earlier walling of the 13th century  
Hall; only the broad arch-headed doorway at the left-hand end is medieval, 
being 13th century with 5 coats-of-arms carved above a corbelled projection; 
this lead directly into the former Screen’s Passage at the east end of the 
Great Hall. Watson divided the original medieval Hall into two principal 
reception rooms, The Great Hall and the Great Parlour at the west end. He 
inserted a floor above the Hall to provide bed chambers, eventually being lit 
by three gabled stone dormers with large 4-light transom windows probably 
dating from 1631; another flue was added on to the older external stack that 
was dated 1553, with the added date of 1631 for a separate fireplace at the 1st 
floor. The large chimney is set between the two 2-light windows on the ground 
floor; these have deeply splayed stone embrasures cut into the wall that light 
The Great Hall. Here he created a more comfortable and warmer living room, 
heated by a large fireplace with a depressed Tudor-arched lintel; usefully 
dating the alteration by carving the oak spine beams of the ceiling with the 
date “1579”, and the hopeful inscription on the chamfered edges of the 
beams: 
 
“THE HOWSE SHAL BE PRESERVED AND NEVER WILL DECAYE 
WHEARE THE ALMIGHTIE GOD IS HONORED AND SERVED DAYE BY DAYE” 

 
3.3.33 The carved letters are gilded in gold leaf; such inscriptions are quite 
rare and add much character to the room that is furnished as a dining room 
(which it probably always was), enhanced by the period oak panelling partly 
cladding the walls. To the left of the hall is the Old Kitchen that features an 
unusual fireplace with charcoal hearths that would have permitted cooking on 
hot-plates added in the late-17th century. It has other interesting fittings and 
has a stone-flagged floor. 
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3.3.34 The Street: From the rear cross-passage door an extraordinary view 
can be had of a stone cobbled street set between 
lower roofed service -buildings ranged on either side 
of it. The top of the street is closed off by the 
Laundry, built in 1670 a striking tall and narrow gable-
fronted building with 2-bays of cross-mullioned 
windows to either side of the central door, and then 
two 2-light windows in the attic gable above, one off-
set and slightly lower to the right, the other central 
under the clock-face, then with an ashlar Weldon 
stone open bell frame above, crowned by a weather-
vane; the whole effect is utterly charming. 
 
3.3.35 The West Gallery Wing & Salvin’s Tower: this is a long range at right-
angles to the main hall range and was mostly altered internally between 1836 
and 1841, and between 1849 and 1851. However, externally on the east side 
of the range the 4 bays of 3-light mullioned windows, with transoms on the 1st 
floor, and the two Tudor-arched doorways look to be part of the original 
Elizabethan alterations. It has large angle buttresses on the north-east corner 
of the north gable that has a large 4-light transom window lighting the end of 
the Long Gallery that occupies most of the1st floor of this range. It is the west 
side of this wing that is clearly altered with later windows and features Salvin’s 
3-storey semi-octagonal tower that rises high above the eaves of the building 
providing a ‘Tower Room’ approached off the Long Gallery by a stone spiral 
stair-case contained within an even taller square stair turret on its south side. 
It features a deep embattled parapet running around the top, the turret with a 
tall flag-pole flying a red flag emblazoned with the Sondes’ crest that adds 

greatly to the baronial character of the 
building. The tower was completed in 1838 the 
date also of its convincing stone chamfered 
mullioned windows; those to the right of the 
tower in the gabled end of the original Tudor 
range have almost certainly been altered or 
replaced in the 19th century, being larger and 
wider, and framed between stone buttresses.  
 

3.3.36 The tower provides magnificent views over the surrounding landscape 
the Long Gallery benefitting from the large bay window in its middle that 
became the perfect location for the grand piano that graces the room still, 
leaving the rest of the Gallery clear for dancing; on the west side is a wide and 
generous lawn, probably used by guests for sports (such as croquet) in the 
past, bounded on its edge by neat and perfect golden gravel paths fringing the 
inner side of the castle ramparts.  
 
3.3.37 Gardens and Pleasure Grounds: The 
Castle's main courtyard, entered via the 13th-
century gatehouse, is partly paths and parking 
areas and partly grassed over. From its north-
west corner a gateway gives access to The 
Terrace, the more northerly of the two, roughly 
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triangular in shape, with garden compartments set along the west side of the 
Castle. The Terrace is laid to lawn, with around its perimeter a broad path first 
shown on a map of 1815.  
 
3.3.38 Down the west side of The Terrace 
there are panoramic views across the park and 
the Welland Valley beyond over its stone 
retaining walls (separately listed grade II*), 
restored and embellished with stone balls after 
the Civil War. The Terrace is bounded to the 
south by an ancient double yew hedge, the 
Elephant Walk, believed to have been planted 
in the 1670s by Edward Watson, 2nd Lord 
Rockingham.  
 
3.3.39 A path between the hedges leads west to a tall 19th century gate in the 
perimeter wall which gives access to the Grove. South of the Elephant Walk is 
the second terrace known as The Cross, quartered by lavender-lined rose 
beds. There are paths around its edge while in its centre is a sundial. The 
Cross is first mapped in detail in 1815, although its basic plan may be 17th 

century. 19th century and early 20th century 
photographs show the garden laid with 
elaborate bedding patterns, which would have 
been highly labour intensive. The outbreak of 
the First World inevitably caused changes with 
most of the workforce joining the armed forces, 
John Codrington devised a new scheme 
around 1914 and the beds were removed.  
 

3.3.40 Immediately north-east of The Cross, adjoining the house, is a sunken 
rockery, devised from an excavation of 1936 which was not backfilled. Rising 
up to the south-east of The Cross is the north-west sector of the low motte 
known as the Keep, ascended by steps off the south-east corner. These steps 
give access to a projecting stone bastion, built 
in the 19th century (probably on one of the Civil 
War 'Flankers') to afford views over the 
gardens. The pergola on top was constructed 
in 1909, and from it fine views of the Welland 
Valley can be had. South-east of The Cross, 
and within the surviving (but much rebuilt) 
section of curtain wall (listed grade II*, the so-
called Keep) around the top of the ‘motte’, is 
The Rose Garden.  
 
3.3.41 This comprises a 30m wide circular compartment surrounded by a 2m 
high clipped yew hedge. Ten, 3m high, battlemented doors pierce the hedge, 
paths from them subdividing the garden interior where there are symmetrically 
arranged rose beds. The outer flower borders were cleared in 2004 to help to 
eradicate perennial weeds that had taken hold, and then re-planted in a series 
of outdoor ‘rooms’ to the design of landscape architect Robert Myers, a 
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Chelsea Gold Medal winner; the result is a stunning 
display in the Summer months carefully maintained 
by a dedicated small in-house team of only two 
gardeners under the leadership of a third, the Head 
Gardener. The layout of the Rose Garden is based 
on a plan of the Keep made during the Civil War; the 
photograph below is of Mr Myer’s design for the 
garden, which is on display on an information board 
in the garden. 
 
 

 
3.3.42 Extending 150m south-east from the 
Rose Garden is a 100m wide lawn, the Tilting 
Ground; this occupies the Castle’s south 
bailey, and the raised tree-lined walks along 
its south-west (planted with limes) side, and 
also on its south-east (planted with 
sycamores) side, presumably represent at 
least in part its defences, perhaps part of a 
remodelling in the 17th century. Bisecting the 
lawn is a shallow south-west to north-east depression, south of which is a 
section of ridge-and-furrow. In the valley along the south-west side of the 
Castle, below The Cross and the Tilting Ground, is the Grove, or Wild Garden. 
A path, lined with ancient yews, descends into this from an elegant wrought-
iron gateway with crested overthrow on iron-stone gatepiers with limestone 
caps and ball-finials, set at the end of the Elephant Walk.  
 
3.3.43 The Grove is planted with native and exotic trees and shrubs. In the 
valley bottom are two small fishponds, from the dams of which there are views 
north-west across the Welland valley. Already wooded in the early 19th 
century, the area was planted as a wild garden in the 1840s by Richard 
Watson. Since 1967 selective felling and replanting has been carried out, at 
that time with advice from Kew Gardens.  
 
3.3.44 Sweeping around the outside of the 
north and north-west walls of the Castle, in 
permanent pasture, are broad terraces. The 
flat walks along them provide panoramic views 
over the Welland Valley, and it would seem 
probable that they represent post-Civil War re-
modelling of defensive earthworks into garden 
features. 
 
3.3.45 Of the medieval gardens at Rockingham virtually nothing is known, 
although in 1279 walls were made around the grass plot (viridarium) near the 
Chamber of the Queen; it is believed that a 1st floor chamber above the 
entrance to the Great Hall, and the screens passage, was created for Queen 
Eleanor in this period. A vineyard mentioned in 1130 and again in 1440 may 
have lain immediately north of the park rather than in the vicinity of the Castle. 
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The present gardens probably incorporate garden features of the later 17th 
century (perhaps the terraces north of the Castle), the Elephant Walk and the 
garden compartments to either side, the raised walks around the Tilting 
Ground and the Yew Walk to the Grove are believed to have been remodelled 
and enhanced in the early 19th century. 

 
The Park, a Registered Park & Garden, given the Grade 2* 
Site reference no. 2040:  
 
3.3.46 Introduction: A large area of Rockingham Park is on the national 
register, a list of parks and gardens of special interest drawn up by English 
Heritage. A map (see below) shows the extent of the area, coloured green; 
the brown area indicates the Scheduled Area that also combines the 
Registered Garden area as well; the two areas of pink on the map are purely 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments being only archaeological sites without 
buildings; the church and its church yard are excluded from the area, the 
church being separately listed. The description provided here is based on the 
official site description published by English Heritage. 
 
3.3.47 Rockingham Castle lies towards the north-east end of a roughly oval 
park, whose northern half drops down the side of the Welland Valley. While 
most of the higher, level ground down the 
south-east side of the park, as well as a large 
part of its north-west sector, are normally 
under arable cultivation and are rather bare, 
most of the rest is permanent pasture with 
mature parkland trees. The park has no wall or 
other very visible boundaries, although along 
its south-east side, parallel with the A6003, 
there is a narrow shelter belt. 

 
3.3.48 From the 13th century Castle gateway there is a view east, across the 
small valley up which the drive climbs from North Lodge. On the east side of 
the valley, permanent pasture with mature specimen trees, and especially in 
Front Park, west of the A6003, are numerous pillow mounds, presumably the 
Rabbit Warren recorded in use in the early 17th century. The longest pillow 
mound, about 100m long, runs parallel with the main A6003 road. It is flanked 

by a lime avenue of the later C17 or C18, at 
the north-west end of which is a roughly level 
area, perhaps a turning circle or viewing 
platform affording views to the Castle and over 
the valley beyond. The warren remains overlie 
ridge-and-furrow. Between the lime avenue 
and the road is a shelter belt of older trees 
including Turkey oak and lime, though to have 
been planted between 1815 and 1822. 
 

3.3.49 North and north-west of the Castle, immediately below the terraces 
which skirt its walls, is St Leonard’s, Rockingham’s parish church. West of 
this, below the Castle in Castle Close, are the slight earthworks of houses 
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removed c 1618 when the park was enlarged 
and deep-scoured hollow-ways leading west. 
Fish Ponds East of the church is a ruinous 
icehouse. The next compartment to the west 
comprises the lower, north-west section of the 
shallow valley occupied by the Grove. Running 
uphill through it is a deep ditch, which is shown 
on a map of c.1615 (on display in the Castle) 
marked the eastern boundary of the park.  
 
3.3.50 South-west of the Fish Ponds is the Fir Grounds woodland, south of 
which is Big Park, a sloping rough pasture which probably represents the core 
area of the medieval park. There are areas of recognisable ridge-and-furrow 
and some hollows that are probably ancient quarry workings. A second 
shallow valley, Great Hollow, runs north-west in the south-west section of the 
park. It is permanent pasture with numerous specimen trees, mostly planted 
in the early 19th Century. Above it, to the east, is Little Coppice. This contains 
a moated lodge site, believed to be that constructed at the end of the 15th 
century. Presumably this was the ‘New Lodge’ where Edward Watson and his 
family lived after 1544 while building work went on at the Castle. James 1st is 
recorded as having stayed here in 1604, when a temporary ‘Dining Room’ 
was erected; sadly the lodge was demolished in the early 19th century 
sometime around 1827. In the north-east corner of the park and crossed by 
the drive from South Lodge is a 300m long moat or canal. No specific date or 
function has been ascribed to this, although the feature was already present 
in 1615. Some 400m west of South Lodge is the Cricket Ground. 
 
3.3.51 A Park was created at Rockingham by the mid-13th century, which 
probably corresponded to the 13ha enclosure shown on the map of 1615 as 
‘Lyme Kiln Quarter’, roughly the present area of Big Park. Straddling the 
parish boundary with Cottingham, this occupies a natural amphitheatre on the 
edge of the Jurassic escarpment and has several springs within it. Its pale 
bank survives on the south-west side. This was enlarged in the late-15th 
century c.1485 to 105ha, the bounds broadly corresponding to the south and 
west, with those of the scheduled area, and New Lodge erected. Ridge-and-
furrow recorded here in the past (but now largely ploughed out) suggests that 
the park extension may have taken over former arable land. In 1603 the park 
was said to contain 89 acres of pasture, 160 acres of wood and 1,080 large 
trees. Some time around 1618 Lewis Watson is believed to have moved the 
main road 200m further east, from Hollow Drive on the east side of the Castle, 
to its present line, and soon after removed the northern part of Rockingham 
village. Those actions enabled the park to be enlarged to include the areas 
now known as Front Park, Castle Close and the eastern part of Fish Ponds. 
Thereby the Castle was placed within its park, rather than lying outside and 
east of it. In 1638 Rockingham was deforested and the park further enlarged 
to the west. The various lime and elm avenues, both still in existence and 
documented, may have first been planted after the Civil War. In the winter of 
1824 there was a great deal of activity in the park including much planting, 
and this may represent the main phase of landscaping within the park. Deer 
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once a feature of the Rockingham Forest landscape ceased to be kept some 
time in the 1930s.  
 
3.3.52 The Kitchen Garden: A kitchen garden, constructed c.1840 south-
west of an early-19th century stable-court, lies beyond the south-east end of 
the Tilting Ground and the Grove. Its brick walls are largely faced with 
ironstone and are visible from the pleasure grounds. The main compartment 
roughly 80m square, slopes markedly down to the south-west. At the top 
(north-east) of the garden is a row of ironstone cottages dating from c.1800 
which form the south-west side of the stable court and some glasshouses 
rebuilt in the 1990s on old bases. Abutting the south-west end of that 
compartment is a narrower one, originally an orchard. Little of the kitchen 
garden interior was apparently cultivated in the 1990s. 
 
 

4 Assessing special interest 
 

4.1 Location and setting 
 
4.1.1 The Borough of Corby lies within the north-eastern area of   
Northamptonshire and is approximately 20 miles from the centres of 
Northampton, Leicester and Peterborough. Rockingham is bounded by the 
River Welland on the north, the river forming the County boundary of the 
Corby Borough, substantial pockets of the ancient Rockingham Forest still 
survive and are visible in and around Rockingham. Corby Borough 
incorporates seven rural villages that, as the Local Plan stated (in paragraph 
7.1), form “a sharp contrast between the modern environment of Corby Town 
and the traditional character of the villages”. Rockingham is one of the seven 
villages and lies just a mile or so to the north of Corby, where the A6116 
meets the A6003 Uppingham Road at a large 
roundabout. To the left is the main approach 
to the Castle, straight on the road continues 
northwards to Caldecott, the Rockingham 
village conservation area being situated on the 
steep downhill road, the boundary currently 
terminating where it meets the B670, an east-
west cross road to the villages of Gretton and 
Cottingham.  
 
4.1.2 Rockingham is bounded by Gretton on the east, Cottingham to the west, 
Caldecott to the north on the other side of the River Welland, and Corby to the 
south and Deene to the south-east. Rockingham Parish contains 890 acres. 
During the 19th century its population was 213 in 1801 rising to 296 in 1831, 
then falling slightly to 291 in 1841; in 1984 the number of inhabitants was 130. 
Corby at the top of the hill lies on a Boulder Clay plateau cut by a series of 
streams draining East and North-east; in the valleys close by there are 
outcrops of limestone and marls. Corby village is on limestone and marl, 
Upper Estuarine Series (17 ft to 45 ft deep) part of the Great Oolite Series, 
also hemmed in by Northampton Sand Ironstone (0 to 22 ft deep) with an 
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outer area of Boulder Clay. Rockingham bank cuts through the ironstone to 
the valley bottom where the River Welland makes a meandering course amid 
open fields, and forms the county boundary to the north of the village.  
  
General character and plan form  
 
4.1.3  The Conservation Area (CA) includes all of the village buildings built on 
either side of the single road that runs through the settlement, down the hill 
below the Castle. This currently includes the Parish 
Church that lies between the present village and the 
Castle itself; this is accessed by vehicles via the Top 
Lodge entrance to the Castle, or by foot from a long 
footpath that leads off the bend in the road close to 
the Old Rectory built on the west side of the road the 
first building on that side on the downhill approach.  
 
4.1.4 The path has a wooden paled fence on the 
north side overlooking fields and the grounds of the 
Rectory, and woodland on the south side (see photo) 
on the edge of the Castle parkland; this gives it a 
secluded setting. 
 
4.1.5 The Main Street forms a T-shaped junction with the B670 and previously 
the south side of the road formed the conservation area boundary, running 
along to the east to include the small housing development on The Cottons on 
a road that runs to the south and probably formed a back-lane to the village 
originally. Here the boundary of the conservation area follows tightly the 
property boundaries of the houses on the east side of the Main Street as it 
rises up the hill with several indentations following the field boundaries. 
Several of the properties on the west side of the street have long gardens to 
their rear and here the conservation area boundary is set further back, a small 
field away from the garden boundaries, providing a deeper buffer zone 
between the property boundaries and the open grassing land to the west. 
Alterations to this boundary will be discussed in section 6 below. 
 
Landscape setting 
 
4.1.6 The main road from the roundabout on the A6003 runs down the west 
side of the Castle estate that is bounded by tall mature wood land, the road 
taking a left-hand bend plunging down hill passed the North Lodge entry to 
the castle, and on towards the speed camera where the road does a right-

hand bend at the top of the village street. This 
part of the road, on the approach to the bend, 
is more densely wooded on the west side than 
the east where fields are visible. The tree 
cover extends down the west side of the road 
helping to set the scene for this attractive rural 
village, one of the prettiest in the Welland 
Valley.  
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4.1.7 Small clusters of mainly 18th century Estate cottages, built in bright 
orange-coloured ironstone, hug the edge of the road, built in blocks of two or 
three as they descend the hill first on one side of the road, then on the other 
like steps, for almost half its length. First at the top of the hill are two cottages 
and a larger 17th century farmhouse on the east side, then two on the west 
side set below the large Victorian Rectory, which is set back; then another 
group of three on the east side, and then three on the west side built on either 
side of the Village Hall that is set back; this creates a fairly loose and open 
character. Only below this point, opposite the 
Old School House is there a cottage set 
directly on the opposite side of the street with 
a straggle of two cottages set well back from it, 
mostly hidden from view by the dense hedge 
boundary and fruit trees in its small orchard, 
on the east boundary wall of its garden. At this 
point on the hill there is a curving bend in the 
road to the right that helps to throw the front of 
the village inn, the ancient Sondes Arms into prominence especially with the 
tall carved market cross set in front of it on the grassy bank on that side of the 
road.  
 
4.1.8 Here the density of the cottages on the east side increases with three 
attached on to the larger 17th century Cottons Farmhouse. This stands 
opposite the small open entrance yard to the Village Shop, after which 
cottages are mostly built in a line close together on both sides of the road that 
terminates at the bottom of the hill with a large 17th century stone-built 
farmhouse with large garden and farm buildings on the west side, standing 
opposite from an attractive row of workers’ cottages, the last one on the 
corner with a thatched roof and a largish garden on the corner of the Gretton 
Road junction. 
 

4.1.9 Beyond the village after the road crossing 
Caldecott Road bends to the right running in a 
straight line across the open fields to either side 
of the River Welland. This enhances the setting 
of the village on the northern approach down 
this road with the church spire and the castle 
ramparts being visible on the skyline from the 
bridged crossing over the river. 
 

 

4.2 Historic development and archaeology 
  

Origins and historic development of the area 
 

4.2.1 Earliest Origins: The ‘Heritage Strategy for Corby Borough’ (2006) 
suggests that “early settlement in the Corby area probably began in the 
Bronze Age, and had developed significantly by the Iron Age, by which time 
the area was being farmed and exploited for its natural mineral resources. 
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Almost certainly Iron Age tribes and Saxons would have settled on 
Rockingham Hill taking advantage of its excellent position, making it 
defendable and strategically important against attack. When the Romans 
arrived they built a road linking Leicester with the Roman town at Huntingdon 
which passed through what is now modern Corby. One section of this road is 
a Scheduled Ancient Monument where it crosses Hazel Woods. Another 
ancient road, Jurassic Way, crosses the Roman road between Kingswood 
and Cottingham and runs through the top end of Rockingham village. There is 
clear evidence throughout the Corby area for Roman settlement, with at least 
two Roman Villa sites discovered, and other Roman artifacts found widely 
scattered in the fields in several places.  

4.2.2 The 9th Century:  It is thought that the area was first occupied by the 
Danes, this part of England falling under the governance of The Danelaw. The 
local place names show Scandinavian influence, certainly Corby a few miles 
away is thought to have been named after a Viking leader called ‘Kori’, and 
Carlton meaning literally “Karla tun, a settlement of Scandinavian carls (free 
peasants). Ekwall suggests that the place name Rockingham has an exact 
parallel in Old Dutch being “Hrokingahem” confirming the 
Scandinavian/Danish connection, the name literally meaning ‘The Ham of 
Hroc(a)’s people’; meaning the village of Hroca, a personal name (Ekwall, E., 
1960, p.390). At Domesday (1086) the village is recorded as “Rochingeham”, 
and in documents of 1137 “Rogingham” and in 1197 “Rokingeham”, that is 
quite close to is present name. 

4.2.3 The 11th Century: Soon after the Conquest, William the Conqueror 
retained the Manor and Hundred of Corby as his own and was quick to 
establish a castle at Rockingham on a carefully chosen strategic site, on a 
high hill with commanding views over the Welland Valley. This in part still 
survives today and is an Ancient Monument, and is described in Section 3 
above. 

4.2.4 In 1086 Domesday Book provides our first documented evidence of 
settlement at Rockingham. 

“In Stoc (Stoke) Hundred 

ROCKINGHAM. 1 HIDE. Land for 3 ploughs. 5 sochemen (villagers) and 6 
bordars (smallholders) Bovi held this land with full jurisdiction TRE (in The 
Reign of Edward in 1066). It was waste when King William ordered a castle to 
be built there. Value now 26s.” 

4.2.5 This ancient language is difficult to understand, but this entry tells us a 
great deal about Rockingham in the 11th century. The manor is retained by the 
King William the Conqueror for his own use and ‘orders’ a castle to be built 
there. In the text is mention of “sochemen” these were free peasants, by 
contrast “bordars” were not free and were almost akin to slaves. The last part 
of the entry states “Bovi held the land with full jurisdiction”, this refers to the 
previous owner of the Manor, prior to the Battle of Hastings in 1066, Bovi, who 
was a powerful Saxon thane who held the manor in his own right, and who 
became disposed of most of his estates after the Conquest. The Stoke 
Hundred was a large tract of land that comprised of Ashley, Brampton Ash, 
Dingley, Carlton, Cottingham, Rockingham, Stoke Albany, Sutton Bassett, 
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Weston-by-Welland and Wilbarston, but by 1296 Stoke hundred had been 
absorbed into the Corby Hundred to form an even larger area of land for 
administration 
purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2.6 It is noteworthy that the Domesday entry states that “It was waste” 
meaning that the Norman invaders must have laid waste to the Saxon 
fortification by burning it to the ground, known in the North of England where 
great tracts of the countryside was laid waste due to the opposition of the 
Saxon tribes, as ‘the Harrying of the North’, where they burnt their dwellings 
and crops to starve them and bring them to subjugation. Within a 20 year 
period the manor is revalued at 26s, a substantial sum in those days. This 
indicates that the Normans probably valued the area for both its arable land 
that would have been restored by then, and the extensive woodland of the 
Forest of Rockingham for making charcoal for iron smelting, and for hunting 
from its Royal Castle built on the promontory above the village on the site of 
the ancient British fortress. Domesday Book mentions 11 people that would 
equate to more than double that as a population, indicating that there was a 
reasonably sized village settlement here. This would form the basis for a 
population to help build and maintain the Castle above the village, but 
possibly in huts close to the castle entrance. One of the earliest recorded 
assemblies of State was held here in the 11th century, when the Council of 
Rockingham met here in 1095 at which Anslem, Archbishop of Canterbury 
stood trial was only the most famous of many occasions upon which the 
Norman kings held their court at Rockingham.  

4.2.7 The 12th Century: As the castle grew in importance so did the village, 
being designated a Borough in the 12th century. The history of the Castle and 
the village are inextricably tied together belonging to the Kings and Queens of 
England as an occasional Royal residence for some 500 years, used regularly 
by the early English Kings both as a hunting lodge and an administrative 
centre for Rockingham Forest and the wider Midlands area; described earlier 
in the Historical Background section of the description of Rockingham Castle 
in Section 3.3.5 to 3.3.8 in particular. During Stephen’s reign Rockingham 
Castle was held by William Maunduit 2nd who was required to repair the castle 
walls. Henry 2nd took possession of it soon after his accession, with recorded 
payments from his Pipe rolls from 1156 onwards. However, William Maunduit 
retained custody of the castle on payment of £100 to the king. When he died 
in 1195 his son Robert paid 100 marks for the same privilege, and 4 years 
later King John took over the castle and was a frequent visitor.  
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4.2.8 The 13th Century: During the Reign of King John (1199-1216) the castle 
was administered by Hugh de Neville, his chief forester, who spent £71 16s. 
3d. on its buildings in 1206-7, and £126 18s. 6d. on building “a new tower, 
and a new chamber” between 1209 -11. In 1215, John was obliged to return 
the castle to Robert Maunduit’s son William in accordance with the terms of 
Magna Carta; but John regained control of the castle subsequently. After a 
siege in 1219 when Henry 3rd (1216-1272) had to capture the castle from a 
recalcitrant constable, many repairs were needed, and these were continued 
by his son Edward 1st (1272-1307) Edward spent a considerable sum on 
works between 1276 and 1291, some £1,252+ when masons from Weldon 
were employed in large numbers. 

4.2.9 The Middle Ages:  In 1327 the castle was granted to the first of several 
queens of England, Queen Isabella, and in 1331 to Queen Philippa. From 
1391 to 94 the castle was in the possession of Queen Anne, and then from 
1403 to 37 to Queen Joan of Navarre. In 1454 Rockingham was granted to 
Queen Margaret as part of her jointure, but it was resumed by Edward 4th, and 
held by his queen, Elizabeth Woodville, from 1464 to 85. After the War of the 
Roses Henry 7th built a hunting lodge in the Park because of the poor state of 
the castle; there is no evidence that any of the Tudor kings paid any money to 
repair the castle that then fell into ruin. In c.1534 Henry 8th gave Roger 
Ratcliffe, one of the gentlemen of his Chamber, leave to take stone and other 
materials from the castle in order to build a house for himself at Withcote in 
Leicestershire; when the great antiquary John Leland visited the castle a few 
years later he found the walls still standing, but without a roof and “spoiled 
and defaced”. It then lay derelict until Edward Watson obtained a lease of the 
site in 1544, and over the next 40 years built a house for himself and his 
successors within the North Bailey of the original Castle. His son of the same 
name succeeded him completing his father’s building programme, by adding 
buildings at the east end of the Great Hall; he became Sheriff in 1591. 
Rockingham village during this period was designated as a ‘Towne’ by Royal 
Charter of Elizabeth 1st, giving it the right to hold markets.  

4.2.10 The Jacobean period of the 17th century:  In 1605 Edward Watson 
entertained King James 1st at Rockingham for 
six days in 1605, and in 1613 gave 
Rockingham and his estates to his son Lewis 
who succeeded in buying the freehold of the 
Castle in 1615. It is he who commissioned the 
survey of the area and the production of a 
historically important map in 1615 (see below, 
for an enlargement of the central area of the 
map showing the Castle and the street). 

 

4.2.11 The map shows both the castle and the village with cottages along 
both sides of the road, and another winding back lane to the east of the Main 
Street; that still survive sin part. In 1619 Lewis also bought the Park and being 
equally as ambitious as his father entertained the King in the same year. 
Around this time he by tradition moved the road out of the castle grounds to 
its present position. However, the distinctive bend in the middle of the village 
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appears to have remained unaltered. In 1620 a baronet, and later in 1645 
granted the title Baron Rockingham. In 1667 King Charles 2nd granted Sir 
Geoffrey Palmer of East Carlton Park the right (by Letters Patent 5th February 
1667) to construct and enclose a road from Rockingham through his estates 
at “Carlton and from thence to Market Harborough” that demonstrates the 
desire for better communications for the benefit of the gentry and other 
travellers passing through the district, even before the turnpike roads of the 
18th and 19th centuries; this would have been to the benefit of the Watsons 
and their visitors to the Castle as well.. 

4.2.12 The Georgian period of the 18th century: The earlier section 3.3.6 
details the succession of the Watsons in this period when on the death of the 
3rd Earl in 1746 Rockingham passed to the first Earl’s daughter Margaret, and 
her son Lewis Watson (1728-95); he was later created Baron Sondes, hence 
the name of the inn at Rockingham, the Sondes Arms that is painted on its 
sign board. 

4.2.13 The Victorian period of the 19th century, and into the 20th century: 
During this period little work was done on the castle until after 1836 when the 
Rev. Henry Watson undertook much of the work that we see today, completed 
after his death in 1849 by his brother Richard who generated great building 
activity in the village, rebuilding the church, and providing an ample and large 
Rectory at the top of the Main Street c.1850, and around the same time or 
earlier building the Village School (now the Village Hall) with some Estate 
cottages on either side, probably to the designs of Salvin. It was through him 
that the line passed a few years later following his death in 1852 to his 11 
year old son George Lewis Watson who eventually married the daughter of 
the Rev. Sir John Culme-Seymore that is directly connected to the present 
family through the female line, via Elizabeth the daughter of Cdr. Sir Michael 
Culme-Seymour; she married Capt. Leslie Saunders in the Edwardian period 
during the early 20th century.  
 

 
4.3 Spatial analysis 
 
The character and relationship between spaces in the area 
 

Key views and vistas 

4.3.1 As already detailed above the village is 
positioned below the Castle and Church on a 
quite steep hill that drops down-hill to the 
north, eventually meeting level ground by the 
time the Main Street meets the cross-street 
that defines the edge of the village. There is a 
significant right-handed bend just above the 
village and then a slight left-hand bend just 
below that dramatically affects the view down 
the road. When turning the corner travelling down hill an attractive vista is 
suddenly opened up that is a delightful view of the old stone cottages built on 
either side of the road, some with stone-slate roofs and some with thatch. This 
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topography results in long views down the Main Street on this southern entry 
point of the main A6003 that runs through the village.  

 

4.3.2 There are also wider views of open fields and countryside beyond the 
village to the north. Further down the hill the 
road gradually bends to the right producing 
short views the venerable village inn, The 
Sondes Arms acting as a central focus point to 
both the downward and upward approaches; 
this is the centre point of the village and is 
where the ancient tall stone cross stands 
(restored in the 19th century) thought to 
actually mark the centre point of the 
Rockingham Forest itself. 

 

4.3.3 The houses cluster on both sides of the road at this point on the 
approach to the northern edge of the village, the lower roofed 1½-storey 
cottages providing a contrast of scale to the taller and larger farmhouse built 
on the opposite side of the road, on the corner junction with the Cottingham 
Road. A quite different impression is obtained of the village when approaching 
from the north where it appears quite densely populated with houses and 

terraced cottages upon entering the village. 
When the road begins to climb up-hill after the 
curving bend in the middle of the village the 
impression changes as the cottages more 
widely spread out, stepping up the hill, first on 
one side and then on the other in a sort of 
sequence, already referred to, with the taller 
gable ends on the approach being more 
defined. 

 

4.3.4 The church is somewhat isolated from 
the village and sits under the castle walls, with 
close and intimate views about its church yard 

with some interesting 
head stones and 
other monuments. 

 

4.3.5 When viewed from the castle ramparts on the 
north terrace the church, stands in the open fields 
before it almost in miniature. It octagonal stone spire 
acts as a focus almost pointing to the Main Street of 
the village, and the long straight Caldecott Road in 
the valley below; it is a fine sight. 

4.3.6 The approach to the Castle provides an 
impressive view of its drum towers, the archway framing the inner courtyard, 
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with a long range of buildings running across the view and the flag-tower 
rising up behind it. 

4.3.7 The Castle and its inner ward provide some controlled views with the 
enclosed U-shaped grouping of buildings, which form 
an E-shaped group only visible by going round the 
Gallery Wing to the north-east terrace. All are 
fascinating and attractive views in all directions, both 
back to the buildings, and in between them, and of 
the neat grassed terraces that provide a fine setting 
for the architecture. Inside the Castle a hidden view 
is revealed of The Street with a narrow path leading 
up to the 17th century Laundry building. The gardens 
and park provides some pleasant walks amid formal 
gardens with many contrasting views and spaces 
particularly looking down between the Elephant Walk 
where the ancient clipped yew topiary hedges provide a narrow walk.  
    

4.3.8 Contrast this with the view from the pergola perched on top of a flight of 
steps on the approach to the top of the Keep give wide commanding views 
over the garden and the distant landscape of the Welland Valley. 

 
4.4 Character analysis 

  
Definition of character areas, activity, prevailing and former uses 
 
4.4.1 As stated earlier Rockingham village has a single approach road that 
runs through and out of the village with a minor road crossing it at its northern 
end defining the edge of the village. For all that there are distinctive different 
groupings of buildings built along this Main Street that could be considered as 
different character areas, even on the same street:  

 At the bottom of the hill is Castle Farm with a good group of 19th 
century farm buildings, a large cow house for milking, barn and stables 
for the shire horses that would have worked the land; this forms a 
separate group on its own. The totally enclosed nature of its garden 
defined by a stone wall on the street backed by a very tall hedge 
separates it off from the rest of the village. 

 On the opposite side is a small but distinctive terraced row of low 
cottages terminating at the north entrance end with a low thatched 
building. 

 Higher up the road on the west side is a group of cottages running up 
nearly to the inn. These form a distinctive group of buildings (nos.28-
35) with much interplay within the buildings of the group itself. 

 The Sondes Arms forms a strong group with its former stable court and 
the Village Shop in the yard to the north-west of it. Originally a 
coaching inn for travelers on this ancient road to the north into 
Leicestershire, its former stable yard now forms a pleasant drinking 
area and much of the inn is given over to a restaurant. 

 On the opposite side of the road The Cottons is an impressive 17th 
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century farmhouse, with a row of attached cottages built on to its south 
side that balance well with the grouping of the inn opposite, occupying 
the same length on both sides of the road. The Cottons remains a 
working farm and has a good L-shaped group of farm buildings set 
behind it accessed off the Gretton Road, and up ‘The Cottons’ where 
there is a group of three semi-detached post-war workers’ cottages 
mostly occupied by Estate workers.  

 After these on the west side of the road the Village Hall (originally the 
school) forms a set piece with the grouping of 3 Estate cottages on 
either side of it, almost like book ends with the hall in the middle. This 
appears to be deliberately planned and is considered to be the work of 
the Victorian architect Anthony Salvin. 

 The area opposite, including no.9 on the street, and nos. 11 to 13 that 
are set back are part of a straggle of cottages that step up the hill 
including nos. 15 & 17, and 20 & 22 that again form a grouping of 
separate character. 

 On the bend higher up the Rectory on one side and the large 17th 
century farmhouse no. 18a form a strong grouping together being 
larger buildings with more distinctive architectural features. 

 Nos. 18, 19 and Shire House at the top of the road stand as a small 
group together that announce the village to visitors travelling through 
after the tight bend on the road. 

 
4.4.2 The Castle and its Park with its entrance lodges forms a very separate 
area from the village and one has the feeling of entering a gentry Estate when 
passing through the gateway at the Top Lodge. The roads and tracks 
throughout the estate and park with the many fine groups of trees forms 
attractive character areas. The Castle itself is distinctive, separate and 
special; no longer maintained by the king to protect the Welland Valley 
crossing point, it forms a stately home that is open to the public with many 
visitors who arrive in coaches. 
 
4.4.3 The Church of St. Leonard also forms its own distinctive character area 
with two completely different approaches, on a long a narrow footpath from 
the Main Street, the other from the castle where the church also forms part of 
the visitor experience. 

 
Listed Buildings 
 
4.4.4 There are  36  list entries of buildings or structures within the revised 
Rockingham Conservation Area that are included on the List of Buildings of 
Special Architectural or Historic Interest for the Statutory List for Rockingham 
that also includes Middleton and Stanion, published by the Department of the 
Environment. 
 
4.4.5 All are listed at Grade 2 except for the Church of St.Leonard that is 
Listed Grade 2* (see earlier section 3.2 for detailed descriptions),  
Rockingham Castle that is listed Grade 1, and the Curtain wall, gates & 
gatepiers attached to and approx. 50m. N & West of Rockingham Castle that 
are listed Grade 2*.  
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Main Street, A6003 (East side): 

o No. 1 & attached barn 
o Nos. 2, 3, 4 & attached barn 
o No. 5 
o Cottons Farmhouse & attached outbuildings to rear 
o No. 8 B 
o No. 8 
o No. 9 (Glebe House) 
o No. 12 
o No. 13 
o Nos. 15 & 16 
o No. 17 & attached outbuildings 
o No. 18 A 
o No. 18 
o No. 19 (The Old Forge) 
o No. 19A (Shire House) 
 

Main Street, A6003 (West side): 
o Castle Farmhouse & Castle Farm Cottage 
o No. 34 
o Nos. 32 & 33 
o No. 31 
o No. 28 
o No. 29 
o Sondes Arms Public House & attached stables 
o Pottery Studio (Rockingham Gallery) approx. 5m N of Sondes Arms 

Public House 
o Market Cross & trough approx. 8m E. of The Sondes Arms Public 

House 
o The Old School House &  Nos. 25, 26, & 27 
o Telephone kiosk  4m to N. of Old Post Office 
o Nos. 23, 24 & Village Stores (Old Post Office) 
o Nos. 21 & 27 
o No. 20 
o Church of St. Leonard (Grade 2*) 
o Chest tomb approx. 1m E. of chancel, Church of St. Leonard 

 
A6003 (West side): 

o Rockingham Castle (Grade 1) 
o Curtain wall, gates & gatepiers attached to and approx. 50m. N & west 

of Rockingham Castle (Grade 2*) 
o Wall attached to N west range, Rockingham Castle 
o Wall & steps attached to south of the Laundry & encircling the Rose 

Garden, Rockingham Castle 
o Lower Lodge 
o South Lodge 

 
These buildings are identified on the Conservation Area boundary map. 
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Contribution of key unlisted buildings  
 
4.4.6 In addition to the listed buildings there are a number of unlisted buildings 
which make a positive contribution to the character or appearance of the 
village and the Conservation Area.  Some of the identified buildings reflect 
both the social and economic history of the village and play their part in 
setting the urban grain of the village. In this village if the buildings are not 
listed they are of Local Interest. 
 
4.4.7 It is recommended that these identified buildings, deemed of townscape 
merit, be accorded the status of Local Interest Buildings. This accords with 
one of the aims of the Rockingham Forest Trust; in their ‘People of the Forest 
Project’; to help local communities, through various workshop sessions, to 
produce a ‘Local List’ of buildings and structures that will receive 
consideration within the planning process. 
 
4.4.8 List of recommended Local Interest Buildings  
 
These are identified on the proposed boundary map for the conservation area; 
for more detailed descriptions of them see section 3 above. 
 
The Cottons off Gretton Road:  

o Nos. 1 & 2 
o Nos. 3 & 4 
o Nos. 5 & 6 

 
Cottingham Road: 

o Farm buildings to north and west of Castle Farm including attached 
stone bus shelter 

o Large detached barn and wall with recesses fronting road 
 
Main Street (East side): 

o Nos. 4a & 4b 
o No. 7 
o 2-storey Brick farm building to rear of no. 18a 
o Long brick and stone garden wall running N-S on E boundary of garden 

to no. 18a 
 
Main Street (West side): 
     o    Rockingham Village Shop & Tea Room (former Sondes Barn) 

o Village Hall (former school) 
o Rectory 

 

4.4.9 Brief Descriptions of the Local Interest Buildings  
(Progressing up Main Street from the north) 

 

 Off the Gretton Road the houses on The Cottons built just after the 
Second World War in 1949 and 1951 are built in the local vernacular 
tradition of the area and with their gardens and hedge boundary and 
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fences contributes to the character of the area. 
 

 Off the Cottingham Road the farm buildings to the rear and north of 
Castle Farm date from the mid-19th century dated 1855 and represent 
large essential buildings that compliment the listed farmhouse; the 
large detached barn is an impressive building fronting the road, and the 
small bus shelter has a small carved plaque featuring the Coronation 
crown suggesting that it dates from 1953, and as such is of interest. 

 

 On the East side of Main Street nos. 4a and 4b is a quite unusual gable 
fronted building made more interesting without front doors the houses 
having side entrance doors and is an unusual pair of semi’s. 

 

  No. 7 is a quite stunning detached Victorian brick house with 
diagonally banding in contrasting brick, set in an attractive garden with 
an original open porch.  

 

 On the west side of the road set back behind the Rockingham Gallery, 
is a courtyard and parking area to the north-west of The Sondes Arms, 
where set on the boundary edge of the fields is a former rectangular 
barn constructed of the local ironstone. It is orientated north to south 
with an entrance door set in its gable end with above in the apex of the 
gable a timber boarded loading door; this is now occupied by the 
Rockingham Village Shop and Tea Room. The building remains largely 
unaltered with no inserted windows in its side walls; that to the east has 
a range of lean-to garages built against its walls; it has lost its original 
roof covering and is roofed with an artificial corrugated roofing material.  

 

 Higher up the road is an interesting brick outbuilding to the rear of no. 
18a with an oak door in its gable end; the garden to the same house 
has a long garden wall stone on one side and brick on the east side 
possibly dating from 18th century that is an original boundary wall with 
brick buttresses regularly spaced along it.  

 

 On the west side of Main Street close to the middle is the Village Hall 
built some time around 1850 as the village school and possibly 
designed by the architect Anthony Salvin; it is T-shaped and has an 
exposed timber-framed gable. 

 

  Close to the top of the street is the former Rectory that bears a date of 
1862, but first appears on maps in 1850; it is an impressive stone 
house in a fine setting with mature trees in its garden. 

 
4.4.10 Signage: At the northern entry point to 
the village the main A6003 is indicated by 
green-backed signs that require replacing due 
to their deteriorated condition, that are hardly 
legible (see below). The local villages are 
indicated on separate white backed signs 
using the same pole. 
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4.4.11 The village is distinguished by the lack of signs for the most part, that 

makes the signs for the Rockingham Gallery in a 
small building near the Village Shop all the more 
prominent (see below). However, they are 
green-backed signs with a white border and 
good type face. Only the long green banner is 
more obtrusive, as are the ‘A’-boards on the 
side of the road for the café offering hot food to 
passing motorists and visitors to the village. 
 

 
4.4.12 Quite close to the gallery is the Sondes Arms that is a model of 
discretion with regard to signage. The name of the 
inn is discretely positioned above its entrance door 
using gold-coloured individual letters set on the dark-
green creeper covering the façade of the building, 
making the letters stand out clearly. In addition is a 
traditional hanging sign from a tall timber post; this 
features the crest of the Sondes family the owners of 
the village, with the name of the brewery ‘Churchill 
Taverns at the bottom; externally lit the sign could be 
considered to enhance the building and the 
conservation area (see right). 
 
4.4.13 The Rockingham Estate have discrete signage to their Estate Yard, 

green backed with gold lettering, fixed to the 
side of no. 18a. The entrance to the Castle 
grounds has similar but larger signs on either 
side of its entrance gateway at the Top Lodge, 
and occasional banners advertising specific 
costumed events, such as the one advertised 
below for the “Vikings of Middle England”; these 
add to the sense of arrival. 
 

Local details: Building materials and public realm 
 
4.4.14 The oldest buildings in the village appear to 
only date from the late-17th century. No. 18a at the 
top of Main Street is dated 1670, and Castle Farm at 
the bottom of the hill is dated 1674. They are built of 
an attractive mix of the local orange-coloured iron-
stone flecked and banded in part with a grey-
coloured limestone sometimes mixed in to the 
general walling to cause flecks of a lighter colour that 
add to the textural look of the building. The windows 
and door cases and chimneys all seemed to be built 
in an almost white ashlar limestone, probably Weldon 
Stone. The roofs are laid with fine Collyweston roof 
slates with stone-laced valleys. 
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4.4.15 In addition to the dated houses there are a few 
thatch roofed cottages such as no. 8 Apple Tree 
Cottage with a steeply pitched roof that undoubtedly 
dates from before 1700. It is built from the indigenous 
orange-coloured iron-stone but laid as coursed 
rubble, the 3-light windows with thin wooden lintels 
with leaded-light windows in wooden casements, a 
characteristic feature found on the cottage buildings 
throughout the village (see left). 
 

 
4.4.16 The locally quarried iron-stone is the most 
common building material used in the village 
buildings from the 18th to the 19th century, and this 
has created a unity and cohesion adding to the 
character of the village buildings built along either 
side of the Main Street. Sometimes a lighter 
coloured cream stone is used mixed with the main 
walling in a haphazard manner, such as seen here 
at no. 13 that is set well back from the street. 
 

 
4.4.17 The 18th century Estate cottages 
feature grey Weldon stone lintels usually with 
keystones and almost always with a square 
date-plaque that has a raised lozenge with the 
date inscribed on it, not always easy to read, 
such as here on nos. 21 & 22. 
 
 

4.4.18 The 19th century Estate cottages are 
larger buildings, and feature bands of lighter 
coloured stone for a deliberate unifying effect, 
seen here on nos. 25 -27; they are roofed in 
Welsh-blue slates that didn’t reach the village 
until after the coming of the railway in the mid-
19th century. Prior to this most buildings in the 
village were roofed with traditional 
Collyweston stone slate roofs, or thatch, that 
reinforces the 17th century character of the buildings and adds quality and 

richness to the character of the village. 
 
4.4.19 Brick is used sparingly confined to the inner 
lining of stone garden walls in the 18th century. In the 
19th century it is used for building only one house in 
the centre of the village, no. 7 using diaper brickwork, 
having contrasting  darker coloured burnt bricks used 
for decorative effect to form a lozenge design on the 
façade of this attractive building (see below). 
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4.4.20 On the 19th century row of Estate 
workers’ houses to the south of the Village Hall 
is an interesting use of a creamy-coloured 
ceramic brick for the tall octagonal chimneys 
on the roofs of the cottages, the only instance 
of their use in the village, and probably used 
here for purely decorative effect. 
 
 
4.4.21 What makes the small post-war housing development on The Cottons 
so successful, in terms of fitting in with the village, is not only its careful 

architectural detailing, but also its use of 
materials using the local dark coloured orange 
iron-stone with contrasting lighter limestone for 
the 17th century styled door cases with 
quoined jams and also on the gable end 
chimney stacks (see below); traditional styled 
eaves dormers flick of the dark stone-slate 
roof, that looks like 
Collyweston, but 
probably isn’t. 

 
4.4.22 Similarly the parish church is built of smaller 
coursed Northampton Sand Ironstone that has a 
distinct orange-brown colour, but with its tower with 
quoins, and its spire angles in a smooth-faced 
dressed limestone ashlar, probably Weldon Stone; 
that also forms bands in the general walling and is 
used for the dressing of the windows. 
 

4.4.23 Rockingham Castle demonstrates the 
first documented use of Weldon Stone in the 
13th century. Its great circular drum towers are 
built from this, the top parapet with battlements 
and arrow-slits is a 19th century restoration, but 
the use of Weldon Stone again makes it 
difficult to tell from the walling below it that is 
600 years older due to the fact that the stone 
after it is cut weathers to a soft grey colour. 

 
4.4.24 Inside the Castle yard there is a very 
good example of the use of the local ironstone 
in combination with the lighter coloured 
limestone dressings and Weldon Stone seen 
elsewhere in the village buildings. 
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Boundaries 
 
4.4.25 The treatment of boundaries within the Rockingham conservation area 
helps to define its character. The village houses are left largely open to view 
being built mostly on the edge of the road, with a depth of grass where there 
is sufficient room, then the footpath close to the house that sometimes has a 
low hedge backed by flowers that grow up the face of the building; such as in 
front of no. 5 Main Street. Even cottages that are built tight on to the edge of 
the pavement, such as no. 1 and 2 Main Street still manage to squeeze a 
flower bed of low shrubs along the house wall almost growing out of the edge 
of the tarmac pavement. Some properties have wooden picket fences, either 
un-painted or painted green set between adjacent properties.  
 
4.4.26 Stone walls seem to be later belonging to the 19th century Estate 
cottages where low rubble stone walls are built in front of nos. 25-27 that 
continues in-front of the Village Hall. No. 18a has a depth of hedges and 
bushes in front of the house almost swallowing up the footpath.  
 
4.4.27 The long brick garden wall to the south-
east of no. 18a is the only one of its kind within 
the village and also bounds other properties as 
well. 
 
4.4.28 On The Cottons are quite exceptional 
rounded topped hedge boundaries that form 

an arched entrance 
above no. 2, set 
behind a low stone wall. The houses on the opposite 
side of the road the houses have a flat topped hedge 
boundary, then a concrete path set behind a wooden 
post-and-pale fence, that produces quite an attractive 
effect on the edge of a deep grassy banking to the 
road (see below). Wooden paled fences exist in other 
parts of the conservation area, such as around the 
church yard, and are a traditional detail found through 
out the Rockingham Forest area. 
 

Greenspaces: ecology and biodiversity 
 
4.4.29 This is a rural area where the open fields are very much in evidence on 
the edge of the village and around the castle and the church. In the Park 
within the Castle grounds are a number of significant open green spaces 
where there are a number of significant trees and copses; these are detailed 
above. 
 
4.4.30 The grassy banks along the Main Street add much to the character of 
the village, but are vulnerable to damage from cars parked along the edge of 
the road. The contribution of private gardens and planting along the edge of 
the road, including the use of hanging flower baskets on the fronts of cottages 
is utterly charming and adds greatly to the delight of the village and its 
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buildings.  The trees planted in the garden of the Rectory are very fine and 
their effect should not be underestimated. 
 
Extent of intrusion or damage 
 
4.4.31 Probably because this is an Estate Village, owned by the Rockingham 
Castle Estate, the village has survived extremely well in terms of damage 
from inappropriate alterations, such as new fencing, and altered windows. 
Great care has been taken by the Estate and their managers to ensure a 
certain conformity, such as green-painted gates and picket fences between 
properties, also green-painted doors and the characteristic open porches; this 
is much to the credit of the Estate and makes 
the village a pleasure to visit and spend time in 
walking along the neatly cut grassed edges of 
the roads in front of properties that more than 
anything else define the character of 
Rockingham (see photo below). Everywhere is 
clean, neat and tidy without any rubbish or 
litter, showing that this village is cared for by its 
residents, visitors and the Estate, and there is 
little intrusion or damage to point to. Only the noise of machinery occasionally 
intrudes, from the agricultural workshop up the back of the Cottons; but then 
this can only be expected in a rural village such as this where farming and 
estate work go hand in hand; different from a suburban housing estate.  
 
4.4.32 The parking of cars on the banked edges of the road has worn the 
grass away (as seen above) and indiscriminate parking on grassed verges 
causes further damage from time to time, especially in wet weather. 
 
Neutral areas 
 
4.4.33 The Gretton Road with trees on both sides is a largely neutral area 
within the conservation area. The wide tarmac road running through the 
middle of the village is similarly neutral, the tarmac paths on the road edges, 
and the use of a golden gravel off the road for paths and the parking area up 
the side of the Village Hall also while being attractive also produce a simple 
neutral effect on the setting of the village. The few parking lay-bys on the side 
of the road are similarly neutral areas. 
 
General condition   
 
4.4.34 In general the cottages within the conservation area appear to be in 
fairly good condition. During the survey of the 
village made in August 2008, for this appraisal, 
some property repairs were being undertaken to 
no. 33 that gave rise for concern where not only 
the chimney stacks had been re-pointed but also 
large sections of the stone-slate roof (see photo) 
pointing where the slates meet each other; this 
will in time lead inevitably to further failure of the 
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roof and water penetration; such short-term measures should be discouraged, 
it would be better to strip the roof, felt it and re-roof it, and then it will last for 
another 100 years rather than 12 months. 
 
4.4.35 Immediately adjacent next door at no. 32 it was observed that the 
windows had been replaced in the recent past with a top-hung window at the 
1st floor, this is completely wrong for this period of cottage, being more 
appropriate for a housing estate, rather than Estate houses; side hung 
casements should be retained and repaired, or replaced like-for-like if 
necessary. 
 
4.4.36 Some of the thatched roofs on the 
village buildings are showing signs of age, 
such as no. 18 and no. 15 (see below) where 
the under-thatch was showing through in 
horizontal bands; it would appear that the ridge 
had been renewed recently in a bid to extend 
the life of the roof. 
 

4.4.37 One or two vacant cottages were 
observed that were looking slightly neglected 
the window frames needing re-painting, such 
as at no. 21 where some patch concrete 
repairs had been done to the stonework under 
the ground-floor window that is both unsightly, 
and damaging to the stonework not permitting 
it to breath and will lead to damp in the 
building. 

 
Problems, pressures and capacity for change 
 
4.4.38 The main problem that the village faces in this 21st century concerns 
the motor car, parking it, and traffic passing through the village. In general 
traffic travels too fast through the village, especially on the northern approach 
down the long straight road where speeds increase and traffic fails to slow 
down when the 30mph sign stands on the outskirts of the village, travelling 
through the village up the hill at speeds in excess of 40mph. This makes it 
quite dangerous for pedestrians crossing the road near to the centre of the 
village when crossing the road to the inn or shop, because the bend in the 
road creates blinds spots. Downhill traffic usually comes around the bend 
slowly, because of the speed camera, but then tends to speed up on the 
downhill descent.  
 
4.4.39 On either approach to the village there 
are no signs along the road indicating where 
passing motorists may stop, such as a car park 
sign; the few lay-bys on the side of the road 
soon get full with residents cars that stay there 
all day, and there is simply no where for 
people to park. Local residents pull on to the 

 

 

 



 64 

grassed verge in front of their houses, though there are a few widely spaced 
low bollards to discourage this, so people park between and up to them. 

 
4.4.40 In an attempt to improve the parking 
situation the Rockingham Estate a few years 
ago introduced a new road leading off (un-
signed) down the side of the Village Hall to 
provide parking for both users of the hall and 
the local residents to the rear of their houses 
covering nos. 20 to 24, laying the road surface 
with an attractive golden gravel (see below). 

This is quite successful and has no doubt greatly helped the current problem 
for resident parking. It also enhances the street scene by removing some cars 
from off the street and the grassed edges. However, this does not address the 
problem of visitor parking in the village. This possibly could be solved, by 
agreement with the landlord of the local pub, the Sondes Arms, who has a 
very large car park at the rear and down the south side of the attractive thatch 
roofed former stable buildings. The car park remains empty for most of the 
day, and is ideally located right in the heart of the village (see below) with a 
wide splayed entrance; it would require a Car Park sign; and it may also lead 
to an increase in trade for the inn. 
 
 

5 Community Involvement  
 
5.1 English Heritage advises that involving the community and raising public 
awareness of conservation issues should be an integral part of the appraisal 
process. As part of the consultation process in preparation of the conservation 
area appraisal the consultant engaged by CBC to undertake this held a 
meeting with members of Rockingham Parish Meeting (the local equivalent of 
the PCC) on the 2nd September 2008 in the Village Hall, when a total of 8 
people were in attendance, including a Director of King West who acts on 
behalf of the Rockingham Castle Estate.   
 
5.2 Further meetings were held during the public consultation period 
scheduled from 2nd February 2009 and extending through to 16th March 2009. 
There was a meeting in the village when the proposed revised boundary was 
presented to the residents of the village with a power-point presentation 
organised by CBC; held in the Village Hall. This was organised in accordance 
with the recommendations of the North Northamptonshire Statement of 
Community Involvement (LDF document, 2006). 
 
5.3 In due course it is possible that the local community could receive 
instruction from members of the Rockingham Forest Trust who hold training 
sessions in the District’s villages, concerned with their ‘People of the Forest 
Project’. Their project concerns three topics – ‘Local Listings’, ‘Statement of 
Significance’ and ‘Remember When’. It is the aim of the Trust to work with the 
local village communities to help them take a pro-active role in the production 
of a Local List of Unlisted Buildings of merit, and to produce a statement of 
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significance for their local church as well as record their memories of the 
village. 

 
 
6 Suggested boundary  
 
6.1 At the Rockingham Parish Meeting held on 2/9/08 (referred to in 
paragraph 5.1 above) the proposed boundary of the new conservation area 
was discussed. The minutes of the meeting state that the boundary should be 
extended to include other areas of historic value. Following consultation of the 
boundary it was brought up by Rockingham Trust that various safeguards are 
currently in operation that provide an appropriate means of managing the 
historic environment. Based on this a boundary was defined. 
 

 
6.2 The suggestion made have been taken into considerations and the 
proposed boundary map so amended (see copy of Proposed Conservation 
Area Map). 

 
 
7  Local generic guidance  
 
7.1 As previously stated in 2.3 The Corby Local Plan (1997) contains 
Environmental Policies for the ‘Conservation of the Built Environment’. Only 
Policy P4 (E) was given the status of a saved policy in the new LDF; this is 
concerned with the retention of Listed Buildings with no demolition, requiring 
development schemes to take account of unlisted buildings of interest. 
 
7.2 The new LDF document (referred to in the introduction) also has ‘Policies 
for the Built Environment’. In addition paragraph 2.6 of this appraisal provided 

 



 66 

details of the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) that is a 
key LDF document, particularly Policy 13 (General Sustainable Development 
Principles). Also of relevance is the SPD on Sustainable Design which was 
adopted by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee on 31st July 
2008 (this is available at http://www.nnjpu.org.uk); this promotes character 
and identity in townscape and landscape by advising that development 
proposals respond to and reinforce locally distinctive patterns of development, 
built heritage, culture, landscape and living sustainably. 
 

 
8 Summary of issues 
 
8.1 The Rockingham Conservation Area is notable for the following attributes: 
 

 Survival of its historic street pattern as altered in the early 17th century 
when the road that passed Rockingham Castle, shown on a map of 
1615, was re-aligned and moved further to the east 

 A large number of listed buildings, dating from the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries, and the red K6 telephone kiosk of the 1930s in the middle of 
the village. 

 Some particularly important listed buildings in the village including the 
17th century Castle Farm, Cottons Farm, and no. 18a demonstrating 
the skill of local stone masons, and establishing the local vernacular 
features of the village. 

 Historic St Leonard’s Church, of 13th century origin that was mostly 
destroyed during the Civil War, but was externally rebuilt in the mid-19th 
century with an unusual octagonal spire, and a new memorial chapel to 
house the several interesting sculptural memorials by some of the 
finest stone carvers of their period.  

 A number of unlisted Local Interest Buildings of merit. 

 An unusual lay-out of the village buildings both built up in solid blocks 
and widely spaced. 

 The historic views down the steep hill that the village is built on. 

 Pleasant rural setting to the principal entrance road from north and 
south that leads into the village. 

 Use of a mix of local stone and Weldon Stone for nearly all of the 
buildings, with a limited use of brick during the mid-19th century  

 A surprising number of thatched cottages and dating from the 17th 
century but mainly 18th century. 

 Use of traditional Collyweston stone slates for the majority of the older 
properties.  

 An interesting mix of boundary treatments, including stone boundary 
walls, wooden paled fencing, and hedges. 

 A mix of peaceful rural character near the church with a busier village 
character on the Main Street that runs through the village that is thick 
with Estate buildings on both sides, including thatched cottages. 

 A surviving tall stone market cross at the heart of the settlement with 
an ancient inn close by bearing well crafted sign post bearing the crest 
of the Sondes family.  

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/
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 In the middle of the village the former village school, now the Village 
Hall, and school master’s house. 

 The historically important Rockingham Castle, its buildings, and its 
associated Park land and historic and attractive garden. 

 The survival of tracts of water possibly moats or fish ponds. The 
survival of various medieval earthworks including rabbit warren 
mounds Scheduled as Ancient Monuments.   

 
Public Realm issues: 

 Street surfacing – tarmacadam roads and paths 

 Signage, some of the road signs are in need of replacement 

 The provision of more parking within the village, for both residents and 
visitors 

 The introduction of measures to slow the traffic down travelling through 
the village 

 
Private Property issues: 

 Inappropriate repairs to some properties to roofs and windows.  

 Owners parking vehicles on the green banking in front of the house. 
 

8.2 Conservation Area designation provides additional controls and enables 
the Council to refuse applications for development which could have a 
detrimental effect on those special features listed above (8.1).  The proposed 
design for extensions to existing properties have to be better designed to 
conform to local vernacular practise (such as lean-to roofs built against gable 
ends); and new garden buildings such as sheds and garages, would be more 
carefully vetted.   
 
8.3 Usually, conservation area designation is seen as a positive move, adding 
to property values and fostering a greater sense of community.  The additional 
controls brought by designation can also help to prevent the incremental 
changes which can eventually ruin the diverse and historic character of 
Rockingham; raising public awareness will encourage owners to properly 
maintain and improve their properties. 
 
8.4 The lack of Article 4 Directions to control certain aspects of development 
within the village conservation area has not presented a problem in the past 
and is not recommended to be introduced here. The fact that the village 
belongs to the Rockingham Estate means that they employ their own 
professional advisors and architects to advise them with regard to future 
developments; these should result in better quality planning applications; the 
council is in a position to refuse unsuitable applications that are contrary to 
the conservation advice given in this document.  
 
8.5 Consideration should be given to the establishment of a Rockingham 
Conservation Area Advisory Committee, probably as part of the Rockingham 
Parish Meeting, to vet applications and assist the Council in its development 
control role; being located within the village they would be better able to 
comment to applicants direct, and to encourage pre-application discussion 
with the Estate and tenants. The advertising of applications within the 
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conservation area should create greater public awareness of any impending 
change or alterations to buildings, and the opportunity to comment.  
 
8.6 The detailed Conservation Area Appraisal for Rockingham and associated 
maps are available on the Council’s web site. Also available on the Council’s 
web site is “Building on Tradition” (Rockingham Forest Countryside Design 
Summary), which is a useful publication that amongst other things provides 
detailed design advice relating to extensions, and the use of traditional 
materials in the villages of the former Rockingham Forest that includes 
Rockingham. 
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Acreage: the size of an area of land; one acre measuring 4,640 sq. yards that 
is the equivalent of 4,050 sq. metres, usually used in connection with an 
enclosed piece of land or a field. 
 
Anthemion motif: leaf-shaped motif used in a repeated pattern to form a 
decorative frieze. First used in England by the architect Robert Adam in the 
18th century when he had copied the design from the Acropolis in Athens, 
Greece.   
 
Apex: the peak of a gable. 
 
Architrave: a moulded timber surround to a doorway or window, usually 
painted white. 
 
Ashlar: smooth faced masonry of large blocks used in building. 
 
Ball finials: a round ball on top of a decoratively carved upright stone found 
on gate-posts, kneelers on the edge of a roof, pediment, gable, tower-corner, 
also the topmost part of a pinnacle. 
 
Balusters:  a series of often short ornamental turned timber or stone 
pillars/uprights of bellied form supporting a rail, found rising on steps of a 
staircase, and horizontally as a balustrade.  Balustraded refers to a parapet 
at the top of a building hiding its roof, or to an ornamental terrace or balcony.  
 
Bastion: a projecting part of a fortification to add strength to a castle. 
 
Bolection moulded: a bow fronted moulding often on the top of panelling and 
fireplaces under the shelf. 
 
Bressumer: large horizontal beam (usually timber) supporting the wall above, 
or a fire-hood canopy of an inglenook fireplace.  
 
Buttress / Buttressed: a vertical support of stone projecting from a wall or 
close to the corner angle of a church tower to stabilise it or to resist the lateral 
thrust of an arch, roof, or vault. 
 
Canted: an oblique angle, slanting surface. 
 
Casements: an opening light in a window, usually side-hung or top-hung, 
both metal and timber. 
 
Cavetto-moulded: a hollow inward curving chamfer often used on both sides 
of a stone mullion in a window.  
 
Chamfered: cutting off a square edge or corner, a bevelled angled surface, 
applied to mullions in windows and along the edge of principal (spine) beams 
in ceilings. 
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Coped: refers usually to the gable end of a building that has coping stones 
sitting on top of the edge of the roof.  
 
Copings: large heavy flat rectangular ashlar stone blocks used on the top of 
walls of buildings to protect the slates on the edges of roofs by weighing them 
down to prevent them blowing off in a gale; usually bedded on mortar. 
 
Corbels: projecting stone support, often shaped, to coping stones laid on the 
roof at the gable. Corbel table: series of corbels to carry a parapet or a wall-
plate often carried around the eaves of a church when these are decoratively 
carved with faces 
 
Cornice: externally this can apply to the projecting moulding to a flat-topped 
ledge on the top of a building, or over a window or door. Internally this is likely 
to describe the decorative plaster moulding in the angle between wall and 
ceiling. 
 
Coursed: natural stone laid in even lines – courses, using similarly sized 
stones. 
 
Curtilage: the area of land surrounding a dwelling within the property 
boundaries. This area may be fenced and may include garages or stand-
alone workshops. 
 
Cusped trefoil: three lobes formed by the cusping of a circular or other shape 
in tracery 
 
Cyma-shaped: an ogee-moulded cornice, or with a concave (cyma-recta). 
 
Fleur-de-lis finials: a decoratively carved upright stone in the shape of a 3-
leaf arrow head, found on kneelers on the edge of a roof, pediment, gable, 
tower-corner, also the topmost part of a pinnacle. 
 
Flues: the plural of ‘flue’ being part of a chimney that may incorporate several 
‘flues’ - the smoke channel going up inside a chimney stack to  individual 
chimney pots to let smoke escape from fireplaces below. 
 
Frieze: a long horizontal band of sculpture or decorative carving. 
 
Gable: refers to the end of the roof of buildings with a pitched roof. 
 
Great Oolite Series: the geological term for the local sedimentary rock, the 
magnesium limestone. 
 
Hipped thatched roof: an inward tilting angled roof instead of a gable on the 
end of a building its roof covered in straw. 
 
Hoodmould: a projecting moulding/dripstone above a window or arched 
opening. 
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Inglenook: an open fireplace that was often large enough for people to sit 
inside. The top was usually supported by a large wooden beam, or stone 
lintel, called a bressumer. 
 
Jacobean Vernacular Revival style: buildings built in the style of the early 
17th century in the reign of James 1st; popular in the Victorian and Edwardian 
periods. 
 
Jambs: side posts of an opening such as a doorway, window or a fireplace.  
 
Kneelers: the horizontal projecting stones at the base of each side of a gable 
to support the inclined cooping stones. 
 
Knuckle stops: a type of chamfer-stop with a raised bar across it like a 
finger. 
 
Lintels: a horizontal supporting beam of timber or stone usually across the 
top of a doorway, window or fireplace. 
 
Lozenge: a diamond shape often found as a shield in heraldry, found on 
buildings as a carved stone often cut with a date and the initials of the owner.  
 
Marls: a geological term for soil consisting of clay and lime, a valuable 
fertilizer often added to poorer quality ground to improve it. 
 
Mullions: a vertical dressed stone or timber upright squared and shaped or 
chamfered dividing the lights of a window.  
 
Newel post (square fluted corner newel): centre pillar or post supporting 
the hand-rail of a winding stair; fluted means carved with hollow channels in 
its surface. 
 
Obelisk: pyramid shaped stone, often tapering to a point 
 
Ovolo (Bull-nosed) moulded: usually referring to stone mullions as part of a 
window that has a convex moulding in the shape of a half circle with a 
projecting flat centre. 
 
Pantile: a clay roof-tile curved to form an S-shaped section, fitted to overlap. 
 
Parapets: describes a wall raised for protection at any sudden drop, also 
used to conceal a roof. 
 
Pilasters (ribbed): flat representation of classical columns in shallow relief. 
Often used for framing door-cases and fireplaces. Ribbed pilaster indicates 
channelling or fluting on the surface. 
 
Pillow mounds: a small raised area of ground in the shape of a pillow, often 
used in the Middle Ages for breeding rabbits in due to the softness of the soil, 
ideal for burrowing in. 
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Piscina: a projecting stone basin for washing the hands of an officiating priest 
as part of the ritual of the Holy C, with a drain set in the wall of the sanctuary 
in the chancel of a church to the south of the altar.  
 
Plate-tracery: tracery is a term referring to highly stylised carved open work 
patterns, often flowing curved, cut into stone or timber windows often holding 
stained glass. Plate-tracery is a particular recognisable style that was usually 
used in the 15th century. 
 
Pollarded: the branches of a tree cut off, and the trunk reduced in height, so 
as to produce a close rounded head of young branches. 
 
Portal Framed: a simple frame of uprights and cross members, usually 
constructed in steel, the inner spaces between the posts filled-in with walls 
 
Portcullis: strong heavy grating sliding up and down in vertical grooves, 
lowered to block a gateway in a castle or fortress.  
 
Pulvinated: a bowed frieze above the architrave and below the cornice of a 
pediment; used in door cases and fireplaces 
 
Purlins: part of a roof construction; a horizontal beam supported by a roof 
truss that lends support to the common rafters of the roof. 
 
Quoins: alternately long-and-short corner stones on the edge of a building; 
sometimes referred to as a quoined angle. 
 
Raised craved shield: stonework cut-back on the surface of a stone to leave 
a raised area in the form of a shield. Then for this shield to be also carved 
often with an heraldic coat-of-arms.  
 
Re-fenestrated: usually refers to the front of an older building where the front 
wall may be completely or partially rebuilt at a later time, usually with new 
fashionable windows being inserted, such as sash windows.  
 
Reredos: carved timber screen usually in a church between the chancel and 
the nave or a side chapel. 
 
Roundels: circular carvings usually strung together to form a frieze. 
 
Scalloped crested ridge: an ornamental edging to the top of a roof shaped 
with half circles forming a continuous band 
 
Scissor bracing: supporting timbers in a roof that cross near the apex and 
are reminiscent of scissor blades, hence the term. 
 
Sedilia: stone seats (usually three) for priests set in the south wall of the 
sanctuary in the chancel of a church, often canopied and decorated.  
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Settle: a long wooden bench with a tall back to seat three or four people. 
 
Smithy: a blacksmith’s workshop where his forge for working would be.  
 
Sprockets: an angled support of cross timbers to carry the wall-plate of a 
roof; hence the term ‘sprocketed eaves’. 
 
Stop chamfered spine beams: ceiling beam supports to a ceiling where the 
edges are cut back at an angle with a stop near the wall edge. 
 
Sunken spandrels: a elongated triangular shape that is cut at an angle into 
the surface of a door lintel at the meeting of the top with the sides. 
 
Tarmacadam: a material of stone or slag (waste material) bound with tar, 
used for paving roads and paths, the word usually truncated to tarmac. 
 
Tour-de-force: a feat of skill. Used to describe workmanship of the highest 
standards. 
 
Triple-flued ashlar stacks: a ‘flue’ being part of a chimney that incorporates 
three ‘flues’ - the smoke channel going up inside a chimney stack to  
individual chimney pots to let smoke escape from fireplaces below. 
 
Truncated chimney stack: a chimney stack that has been reduced in height. 
 
Trusses: the supporting framework of a structure of a roof, e.g. a pair of 
principle rafters (larger than common rafters) with tie-beam, king-post and 
angle-struts supporting the ridge beam. 
 
Vestibule: an entrance lobby. 
 
Volutes: ‘S’-scrolls used for decorative effect on carving. 
 
Voussoirs: wedge-shaped or tapering stones forming an arch. 
 
Winder stair: a stair-case without half-landings that turns a corner like a 
spiral stair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


