
  

Open Decision Item 1 
 

148 

LOCAL PLANS COMMITTEE 30th January 2013
 

Review of Northamptonshire County Council’s Draft Northamptonshire Local 
Flood Risk Management Strategy  

 

 
SYNOPSIS 

This report provides Members with an overview of the key elements of 
Northamptonshire County Council’s Draft Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 
and seeks Committee endorsement for comments to be sent on behalf of the 
Borough Council to Northamptonshire County Council in response to the 
consultation. 
 

 
1.  Introduction 

1.1 Northamptonshire County Council has produced a Draft Local Flood Risk Management 
Strategy for consultation. Due to the size of the consultation document, this has been 
distributed to members of the Local Plan Committee by email and a copy has been 
placed in the Members Room. 

1.2 Under the Flood & Water Management Act 2010, Northamptonshire County Council is 
now Lead Local Flood Authority with primary responsibility for management of local 
flood risk across the County. 

1.3 Local flooding principally concerns surface water flooding, groundwater flooding and 
flooding from ordinary watercourses. The responsibility for main rivers still remains with 
the Environment Agency.  

1.4 The strategy is a statutory requirement for the Lead Local Flood Authority and will 
outline the approach to managing flood risk in the County for the next three years. Its 
development has been overseen by flood risk management partners, including senior 
officers from Corby Borough Council and the Environment Agency. 

1.5 The consultation period for the document closes on 28th February 2013.  

2.0 Background 
2.1 The draft strategy sets out how Northamptonshire County Council as Lead Local Flood 

Authority and the partnership will work together to improve management of flood risk. 

2.2 The partnership consists of: 

• Northamptonshire County Council; 
• District and Borough Councils; 
• The Environment Agency; 
• Water companies (Anglian Water, Severn Trent, and Thames Water); 
• Buckingham and River Ouzel Internal Drainage Board. 

2.3 The overarching aim of the strategy is to provide a robust local framework that employs 
a range of complimentary approaches towards managing and communicating the risks 
and consequences of flooding arising from surface runoff, groundwater and ordinary 
watercourses in Northamptonshire and the surrounding area. 

2.4 To achieve this vision, there are seven draft objectives that underpin the strategy and a 
detailed explanation of how each of the objectives will be met is provided in section 7 of 
the strategy. The objectives are as follows: 
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1. Collaborative Approach 
2. Local Flood Risk 
3. Enhance the Natural Environment 
4. Preparedness and Resilience 
5. Flood Risk and Development 
6. Economically Sustainable Approach 
7. Riparian Responsibilities 

2.5 The strategy then sets out an Action Plan for delivering the above objectives that 
contains a mix of long-standing, on-going, high-level actions and short-term, time 
bound site specific activities that are driven by partnership working and the principle of 
sustainable development. 

3. Discussion 
3.1 Chapter 2 and 3 of the document provide a useful and comprehensive definition of 

flooding and an extensive overview of the legislative background to set the context for 
the strategy. 

3.2 Chapter 4 details the roles and responsibilities of all partners. All responsibilities of the 
borough council are those that are legislated under the Flood and Water Management 
Act 2010, the Land Drainage Act 1991, the Public Health Act 1936, the Environmental 
Act 1990 and the Localism Act 2011 along with statutory development planning and 
control functions under planning legislation, therefore these cannot be amended in the 
strategy. 

3.3 Chapter 5 details the governance and scrutiny arrangements for all partners, a 
requirement set out in the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 that is further 
strengthened through the 2011 Localism Act and the ‘Duty to Cooperate’. Officers from 
Corby Borough Council sit on the Local Flood Risk Operational Group that brings 
together all relevant bodies to work as partners in the management of local flood risk 
and ensure that strategy development and delivery in Northamptonshire is coordinated 
and integrated. 

3.4 Chapter 6 contains a comprehensive assessment of Local Flood Risk in 
Northamptonshire that is based on both potential flood risk and the impact of climate 
change on future flood risk. The analysis was to determine which wards in the County 
are most at risk from flooding. 

3.5 The assessments were informed by the Northamptonshire Community Flood Risk 
Summary. This explored ten different flooding scenarios (see 6.9 of document) 
including Ground Water flooding, Surface Water flooding, Flood zones 2 & 3 and areas 
benefiting from defences. These 10 flooding scenarios were combined with variables 
from the Environment Agency’s National Receptor Database (see 6.18 of document) 
including number of hospitals flooded, whether an A road or Motorway is flooded, 
Number of Grade 1 listed buildings flooded etc. to provide an impact score for each 
ward. 

3.6 No wards in Corby featured in the list of high priority wards. However the analysis 
revealed that Great Oakley ward is one of the most sensitive wards in the county to 
Climate Change impacts on surface water flood risk; and the Weldon and Gretton ward 
is one of the most sensitive wards in the county to surface water flooding. 

3.7 Chapter 7 sets out the strategy objectives and gives details of how these can be 
achieved. Suggested comments in relation to the objectives and specific actions are 
set out below: 

 Objective 1 promotes a collaborative approach to managing local flood risk by working 
with local partners and stakeholders to identify secure and optimise resources, 
expertise and opportunities for reducing flood risk and increasing resilience to flooding. 
Table 7.2 identified technical flood and water management work completed to inform 
this approach. 
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Suggested comment – Table 7.2-Key geographical areas for Surface Water 
Management Plans to be updated to reflect work underway in Corby. Funding has 
been secured for the preparation of a Flood Risk Management Study, which is 
essentially a Surface Water Management Plan. Consultants are due to be appointed to 
carry out this work which will be completed before the end of 2013. 

 Objective 5 aims to minimise the increase in local flood risk that may arise from new 
development by producing guidance, setting standards, promoting the sustainable use 
of water and supporting the development of local policies and guidance, discouraging 
wherever possible surface water runoff in new and future developments and where 
possible influencing or supporting developments that seem to reduce existing flood 
risk. 

Suggested comment-objective 5 is consistent with the emerging North 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Review and therefore this objective and the 
actions that will contribute to its achievement are supported. 

3.8 The Action Plan in chapter 8 of the document aligns a number of actions to Corby 
Borough Council to meet the objectives of the strategy. We are already making good 
progress on achieving these actions. The actions for Corby have been drawn out and 
are listed below along with the current progress. 

 

Action CBC Progress 

OBJECTIVE 2 – LOCAL FLOOD RISK 
(p91) 
CBC to investigate the capacity to carry 
out a Surface Water Management Plan 
of Corby. 

CBC has won funding to carry out a Flood 
Risk Management Study for Corby. This is 
essentially a Surface Water Management 
Plan and will identify targeted 
maintenance and improvements that 
ensure drainage capacity is fully utilised. 
Consultants are due to be appointed to 
carry out this work which should be 
completed before the end of 2013. 

OBJECTIVE 4 – PREPAREDNESS & 
RESILIENCE (p96) 
CBC to investigate the capacity to carry 
out an initial study to identify targeted 
maintenance and improvements to 
ordinary watercourses/ channels within 
key areas of Corby to ensure their 
drainage capacity is fully utilised. 

OBJECTIVE 4 – PREPAREDNESS & 
RESILIENCE (p100) 
Corby Culvert – Sewage works additional 
storage and vegetation clearance 

CBC has appointed Atkins to complete a 
detailed study and surveys in preparation 
for applying for funding to complete the 
works. 

 
Suggested comment – Action plan to be updated to acknowledge work being 
undertaken by Corby Borough Council in partnership with the County Council and 
Environment Agency. 

4.  Next steps 
4.1 All comments received will be analysed and the strategy amended as appropriate 

before being adopted by the County Council as a ‘living document’ with the action plan 
being updated annually and the full strategy being reviewed once every three years. 
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The status of this document means that studies conducted by Corby Borough Council 
can feed into this strategy as appropriate to retain an up to date and relevant strategy. 

5. Issues to be taken into account:- 
 Policy Priorities 

The strategy will assist the following Council priorities: 

• Encourage environmentally sustainable regeneration and growth; and 
• Reduce the impact our actions have on climate change. 

Financial 
None directly related to this report. 
Legal 
Flood and Water Management Act 2010 
Performance Information 
None directly related to this report. 
Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities, Community Safety and Sustainability 
The Draft Strategy has been subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment, 
Habitats Regulation Assessment and Equality Impact Assessment. 
Risk Management 
Failure to respond to this consultation risks that the views of the Council will not be 
taken into account.  

6.  Conclusion  
6.1 The draft Northamptonshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy provides a 

framework for partners to work together to manage flood risk in Northamptonshire. 
Corby Borough Council is already making good progress on the actions set out within 
the document.  

7. Recommendation 
7.1 Members note the contents of the draft Northamptonshire Local Flood Risk 

Management Strategy; and endorse the comments set out in this report as Corby 
Borough Council’s response to the consultation draft.   
Officer to Contact 
Joanne Singleton 
Planner Officer 

 


