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LOCAL PLANS COMMITTEE 26th September 2013
 

Replacement North Northamptonshire Core Strategy 

 
SYNOPSIS 

This report provides an update to Members on the replacement North Northamptonshire 
Core Strategy and request Members note the consultations and endorse the Officers 
response to the documents. 

 
1.0 Introduction 
1.1 Partners in North Northamptonshire have been working closely through the Joint Planning 

Unit to progress elements of the replacement Core Strategy in advance of the Secretary of 
States decision on the major out-of-town retail and leisure proposals at Rushden Lakes. 

1.2 The Joint Planning Committee agreed to carry out non-statutory eight weeks public 
consultation on the following policy matters: 

• Interim Housing Policy Statement; 
• Strategic Sites Background Papers; 
• Statement of Community Involvement; and 
• Urban Structures Study 

1.3 Copies of the consultation material is available on the North Northamptonshire Joint 
Planning Units website at www.nnjpu.org.uk and paper copies have been placed in the 
Members room.  

2.0 Discussion  
2.1 Matters that are most relevant to Corby Borough are detailed below: 

Interim Housing Policy Statement  

2.2 The purpose of the interim statement is to introduce up-to-date information on objectively 
assessed housing requirements and to identify a supply of specific deliverable sites which 
can accommodate this requirement. Parts of the Interim Housing Policy Statement most 
relevant to Corby Borough Council were endorsed at Local Plan Committee on 3rd July 2013. 

Strategic Sites Background Papers 

2.3 Background papers have been published which set out the development principles and 
policy for the strategic housing and employment sites; and provide a clear audit trail of the 
process for identifying and assessing the strategic sites. 

2.4 Within Corby, the following strategic sites are proposed for inclusion in the replacement Core 
Strategy: 

• Cockerell Road; 
• West Corby; and 
• Rockingham Enterprise Area 

2.5 The key principles and policy relating to the above strategic sites were agreed at the Joint 
Planning Committee on 3rd July 2012 and 31st January 2013. Subsequent reports were taken 
to Local Plan Committee on 4th July 2012, 12th September 2012 and 30th January 2013. 

2.6 Members supported the strategic allocations but raised concerns regarding the treatment of 
the A6003 and the requirement for a pedestrian/cycle bridge to connect Cockerell Road and 
surrounding industrial estate with residential development to the west. 

2.7 The requirements for a pedestrian/cycle bridge and downgrading of the A6003 remain in the 
latest consultation documents. It is recommended that Corby Borough Council support the 
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allocation of the identified strategic housing and employment sites within the Borough 
because this will bring certainty about what will come forward and help reduce delays to 
development. However the following concerns will be reiterated to the Joint Planning Unit: 

• Corby Borough Council is concerned at the impact of downgrading the A6003. The 
Joint Planning Unit are encouraged to continue to work in consultation and 
collaboration with Corby Borough Council and Northamptonshire County Council to 
explore how the A6003 can be made more pedestrian friendly and integrated with the 
town whilst providing for appropriate traffic levels. 

• Corby Borough Council welcomes the ambition to improve connectivity between 
Cockerell Road and Lloyds East. The National Planning Policy Framework requires 
that Local Plans should be deliverable and realistic. Plans that do not take full 
account of these requirements are therefore at risk of failing to be found sound when 
examined. Corby Borough Council fears that the requirement for the provision of a 
pedestrian/cycle bridge could undermine the delivery of the site and implementation 
of the Plan. There may be practical issues with the delivery of a bridge such as 
changes in land levels and mixed ownership. In order to ensure that the plan remains 
deliverable and realistic it is recommended that the policy is made less prescriptive 
by instead requiring proposals to ‘agree an access and movement strategy focused 
on improving integration, accessibility and connectivity with residential areas to the 
west’ 

Statement of Community Involvement 

2.9 The Statement of Community Involvement sets out how the local authorities will consult and 
engage with people over the preparation of the Local Plan as well as on planning 
applications. A revised Statement of Community Involvement was agreed at the Local Plan 
Committee on 3rd July 2013 subject to minor amendments. Following input from partner 
authorities the Joint Planning Committee resolved on 25th July 2013 to consult on the draft 
Statement of Community Involvement, subject to minor amendments to take account of 
partner’s comments, alongside consultation on the Interim Housing Policy Statement and 
other documents. 

Urban Structures Study 

2.10 The urban structures study looks at how the framework of streets and open spaces in the 
towns affects the ways that people move around to access local facilities and the 
countryside. It sets out design principles based on improving connectivity, which will need to 
be considered alongside other planning considerations on a site by site basis. As such, it 
provides an evidence base for policies and proposals in the replacement Core Strategy and 
subsequent plans and will help in the consideration of individual development proposals.  

2.11 The urban structures study has been published as part of the package of consultation 
documents to allow feedback on the recommendations of the study, which will enhance the 
robustness of the evidence. 

3.0 Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
Planning decisions directly contribute to corporate priorities. 
Financial 
None directly related to this report. 
Legal 
None directly related to this report. 
Performance Information 
None directly related to this report. 
Best Value, Human Rights and Community Safety 
None directly related to this report  
Equalities and Sustainability 
None directly related to this report. The Joint Core Strategy review will be subject to an on-
going process of sustainability appraisal and equality impact assessment 
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Risk Management 
Public consultation on emerging policy matters offers opportunity to overcome objections 
and refine the policy approach ahead of the Pre-Submission Plan. This will speed up the 
review of the Core Strategy and reduce the risk of objections. 

4.0 Conclusion 
4.1 Consultation on a package of documents in order to put the Joint Planning Unit and partners 

in a good position to progress the review of the Core Strategy as quickly as possible after 
the Secretary of State’s decision on Rushden Lakes is considered a pragmatic response and 
helps maintain progress towards putting an up-to-date Local Plan in place. 

5.0 Recommendation 

5.1 It is recommended that Members 

i) Note the consultation documents 

ii) That the proposed response (set out in paragraph 2.7 above) to the Joint Planning 
Unit is endorsed. 

Background Papers 
Draft Urban Structure Study Chapter 1, July 2013 
Draft Urban Structure Study Chapter 2, July 2013 
Draft Urban Structure Study Chapter 3, July 2013 
Draft Urban Structure Study Chapter 4, July 2013 
Local Plan Committee reports, 3rd July 2013 
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/corby.gov.uk/files/Draft%20North%20Northamptonshire%20St
atement%20of%20community%20Involvement.pdf  
http://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/corby.gov.uk/files/Interim%20Housing%20Policy.pdf 
Joint Planning Committee reports, 31st January 2013 
http://cmis.northamptonshire.gov.uk/cmis5live/MeetingsCalendar/tabid/73/ctl/ViewMeetingPu
blic/mid/410/Meeting/2182/Committee/414/Default.aspx  
Local Plan Committee reports, 12th September 2012 http://www.corby.gov.uk/local-plan-
committee-12-september-2012 
Local Plan Committee reports, 4th July 2012 http://www.corby.gov.uk/local-plan-committee-4-
july-2012 

Wards 
All 

Officers to Contact 
 Terry Begley (Principal Planner Local Plans) ext 3185 

 


