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Development Control Committee 12th September 2017
 

Applications for Planning Permission 
 

 17/00317/DPA Regulation 4 Application for the erection of 3 wooden sheds 
Oakley Vale Community Centre, 20 Butland Road, Corby, Mr 
H Fenton. 

Background: 

1. The application site relates to Oakley Vale Community Centre which is located on the south 
side of Butland Road covering an area of 0.5 of a hectare. The community building is set in 
extensive grounds with the rear boundaries formed by 2.0m high panel fencing. To the 
north (beyond Butland Road), west and southwest of the application site are residential 
properties. To the northeast is a parade of local shops in Charter Court.  

Description: 

1. The application seeks consent for three sheds to be erected on the north west of the site, 
close to the boundary. Two of the sheds have a depth of 3 metres, a width of 2.4 metres 
and a height of 2.2 metres. The third is 1.8 metres in depth, 1.2 metres in width with a 
height of 2 metres. All have a traditional appearance being made of wood with a felt roof 
covering. 

2. The sheds are to be used as changing areas for teams to play on the adjoining pitches and 
for storage. 

3. The application falls under regulation 4 as the land is owned by Corby Borough Council. 

Site History: 

4. 14/00224/DPA- Application for an outside shed to store pre-school equipment- Application 
Permitted 25th July 2017. 

Policies: 

5. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

6. Policies 7 and 8 of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS) 

Consultation: 

7. Environmental Services – No comments to make. 

8. Crime Prevention Officer- “I have visited the site to re acquaint myself with the environment 
etc and also spoken with the CCTV operators and several police officers who have 
responsibility for the area. Northamptonshire police have no objection to this application but 
strongly recommend that the following recommendations are included, which if 
implemented will reduce the likelihood of crime and anti-social behaviour occurring”. 

 The sheds should be located at least 4m away from the perimeter fencing. 
 The shed should be securely fixed to a suitable solid foundation. 
 The sheds should have not have any windows. 
 The shed doors should face towards the community centre in full view of the CCTV 

camera located to the rear of the centre. 
 Door Hinges, 2 x Hasp & Staples to be coach bolted through the shed structure 
 ‘Sold Secure’ Silver or LPS 1654 Issue 1:2013 SR1 or equivalent padlocks should 

“be used.” 

Advertisement/Representation: 

9. Site Notice – Posted on 25th July 2017  



054 

10. Notice: (ET) – N/A 

11. Neighbour Letters- 56 - 74 (evens) & 94 Violet Close, 2 - 8 Charter Court, Harpers Brook 
and 34 & 36 Lavender Close 

12. Representations – None received 

Report:  

Principle of Development 

13. The NPPF at paragraph 70 promotes the use of shared spaces and requires planning 
decisions to ensure services are able to develop and modernise in a way that is 
sustainable. Paragraph 73 of the NPPF also highlights the importance of access to high 
quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation, noting the importance of 
their contribution to the health and wellbeing of communities. Policy 7 of the North 
Northamptonshire JCS requires community facilities to be safeguarded. In this instance the 
sheds will allow the facility to develop in a manner which safeguards the use of the sports 
pitches and therefore the proposal is acceptable in principle. 

Design 

14. The sheds are of a traditional design and are small in comparison to the main building. 
Given that there is already a shed on the site these will not be out of character.  

Residential Amenity 

15. The closest properties are the rear of the parade of shops along Charter Court. This area is 
not accessible to the public. The closest residential property is over 36 metres from the 
location of the sheds and given their height is 2.2 metres as a maximum there should be no 
impact on overlooking. 

16. Given that the site is currently used frequently for a range of community activities and that 
football is currently played on the adjoining pitches it is unlikely that any additional noise 
created will be unacceptable on neighbouring properties. 

Security 

17. In line with the advice from the Crime Prevention Officer the sheds are proposed to be 
positioned just over 4 metres from the eastern boundary of the site, the sheds will be on 
solid foundations, the sheds have no windows and the doors are positioned facing the 
community centre in view of the existing CCTV camera on the rear of the community 
centre.  

18. The remaining comments from the crime prevention officer relate to the purchase of specific 
security equipment which is not a material planning consideration and therefore cannot be 
conditioned but have been added as an informative. 

19. The security measures seek to design out any potential crime relating to the sheds and 
therefore are compliant with policy 8 of the JCS. 

Recommendation:  

It is recommended that planning permission is granted subject to the conditions outlined 
below: 

1. The development hereby permitted shall be commenced no later than three years from 
the date of this permission. 

Reason: To comply with Section 91 (as amended) of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990. 

2. The development hereby permitted shall be built in accordance with the following 
permitted plans: Site Location Plan & Block Plan received by the Local Planning 
Authority on 13th July 2017 unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority.     

Reason: To specify the permission and for the avoidance of doubt. 
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3. Development shall be carried out in accordance with the materials specified on the 
application form unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  

 

Reason: To ensure that the external appearance of the building is satisfactory in 
accordance with Policy 8 of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy. 

Informatives: 

1. The Crime Prevention Officer recommends the use of 2 x Hasp & Staples Door Hinges 
to be coach bolted through each shed structure and ‘Sold Secure’ Silver or LPS 1654 
Issue 1:2013 SR1 or equivalent padlocks. 

Statement of Applicant Involvement: 

The application raised no significant planning concerns which required the involvement of 
the applicant.  

Officers to Contact: 

Sophie Leaning 

Tel No: 01536 464058 

Email: sophie.leaning@corby.gov.uk 
 


