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Local Plan Committee Wednesday 18 February
 

Progress on the Review of Conservation Areas at Rockingham and 
Weldon 

 
SYNOPSIS BOX 

For Members to consider and comment on the draft Conservation Area Appraisals and 
Management Plans for Rockingham and Weldon. 

1. Relevant Background Details 
1.1 Within the Borough of Corby there are a total of ten Conservation Areas. Conservation 

Areas are defined as ‘areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance’. Local Authorities are 
required to designate Conservation Areas, keep them under review, and to designate 
further areas as appropriate. 

1.2 It is the quality and interest of areas, rather than that of individual buildings, which should 
be the prime consideration in identifying Conservation Areas. There has been increasing 
recognition in recent years that our experience of a historic area depends on much more 
than the quality of individual buildings. Conservation Area designation should be seen as 
the means of recognising the importance of all these factors and of ensuring that 
conservation policy addresses the quality of townscape in its broadest sense as well as 
the protection of individual buildings. 

1.3 The process of assessment, detailed definition or revision of boundaries, and formulation 
of proposals for individual Conservation Areas (as required by section 71 of the Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas Act 1990) should involve extensive local consultation. 

1.4 Local planning authorities also have a duty under section 69 to review their areas from 
time to time to consider whether further designation of Conservation Areas is called for.  
In considering further designations authorities should bear in mind that it is important 
that Conservation Areas are seen to justify their status and that the concept is not 
devalued by the designation of areas lacking any special interest. 

1.5 The more clearly the special architectural or historic interest that justifies designation is 
defined and recorded; the sounder will be the basis for planning policies and 
development control decisions. The appraisals will therefore, be key documents in 
maintaining character and promoting appropriate, sensitive proposals in and adjoining a 
Conservation Area. Conservation Area Appraisals have the status of background papers 
that will inform the Council’s emerging Local Development Framework. 

1.6 The definition of an area’s special interest should derive from an assessment of the 
elements that contribute to it. Conservation Areas vary greatly, but certain aspects will 
almost always form the basis for a coherent assessment; these include: 

• Historical developments 
• The archaeological significance and potential 
• The prevalent building materials 
• The other green features 

1.7 The assessment should always note those unlisted buildings which make a positive 
contribution to the special interest of the area. These are referred to as Local Interest 



173  2 

Buildings within the appraisals and are identified in blue on the Conservation Area 
boundary maps in appendix 1 and 2. 

1.8 The principal concern of a local planning authority in considering the designation of a 
Conservation Area should be to form a judgement on whether the area is of special 
architectural or historic interest. An authority’s justification for designation, as reflected in 
its assessment of an area’s special interest and its character and appearance, is a factor 
which the Secretary of State will take into account in considering appeals against 
refusals of Conservation Area consent for demolition, and appeals against refusals of 
planning permission. 

1.9 When designating Conservation Areas, consideration should be made to a number of 
specific statutory provisions aimed at assisting the “preservation and enhancement” of 
the area that will subsequently be enforced;  

• Extra publicity is given to planning applications affecting Conservation Areas and 
the Council must take into consideration the desirability of preserving and 
enhancing the character of the Conservation Area when determining such 
applications 

• Conservation Area Consent is required for the demolition of any unlisted building 
in a Conservation Area 

• Written notice must be given to the Council before works are carried out to any 
tree in the area 

• The display of advertisements may be somewhat more restricted than elsewhere 
• The Council or the Secretary of State may be able to take steps to ensure that a 

building in a Conservation Area is kept in good repair 
• Limited financial assistance may be available for the upkeep of a building in the 

Conservation Area through grant schemes with English Heritage or the Heritage 
Lottery Fund 

1.10 Permitted development rights will also become restricted within the Conservation Area, 
as outlined in the amended Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 
Development) Order that came into force in October 2008, whereby: 

• Extensions will not be permitted beyond the side wall of a dwelling house and 
more than one storey if proposed at the rear 

• Roof alterations will not be permitted 
• Building structures will not be permitted between the side elevation of the 

dwelling and boundary 
• The chimney, flue, soil or vent pipe will not be permitted on a wall or roof slope 

which fronts a highway and is part of the principal or side elevation 

2. Report 
2.1 A specialist Listed Buildings and Conservation Consultant has been appointed to 

appraise Rockingham and Weldon and to prepare Conservation Area Appraisals and 
Management Plans in line with recent English Heritage guidance and the resolution of 
the Local Plan Committee on 18th June 2008. Work began in September 2008 and the 
consultant has since been conducting detailed research of each area and carrying out 
interviews with local residents.  

2.2 The Appraisals and Management Plans provide in-depth analysis of the history and 
development of the area. They also provide a list of buildings identified as Local Interest 
Buildings, which are unlisted buildings considered to be of townscape merit.  A number 
of negative issues that detract from the character of the area are also identified and 
these issues are addressed in the Management Plan. 

2.3 Copies of the Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans (consultation 
drafts) are available to view in the Members room or on the Council’s website at the 
following link: 
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http://www.corby.gov.uk/EnvironmentAndPlanning/Conservation/Pages/ConservationAre
as.aspx. 

Rockingham Conservation Area 

2.4 Rockingham was one of the first areas in the County of Northamptonshire to be made a 
Conservation Area, designated in October 1970. The current Conservation Area 
essentially includes all the village buildings built on either side of the road that runs 
through the settlement. 

2.5 The appraisal examines the key elements that contribute to the special architectural and 
historic character of the Rockingham Conservation Area, which includes: 

• A large number of listed buildings, dating from the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries, 
and the key red K6 telephone kiosk of the 1930s in the middle of the village; 

• Survival of its historic street pattern as altered in the early 17th century when the 
road that passed Rockingham Castle, shown on a map of 1615, was re-aligned 
and moved further to the east; 

• Some particularly important listed buildings in the village including the 17th 
century Castle Farm, Cottons Farm and no. 18a, demonstrating the skill of local 
stone masons, and establishing the local vernacular features of the village; and 

• The historically important Rockingham Castle, its buildings, and its associated 
Park land and historic and attractive garden 

2.6 It is recommended that the boundary of the Conservation Area is amended to include 
Rockingham Castle and substantial parts of its grounds, landscape and woodland; 
including the North and South Lodges at the entry points into the Castle estate. The 
report states “The village of Rockingham and the castle on the promontory above it, with 
the Parish Church set on the hillside between the two, are so inextricably linked one with 
the other that it is surprising that the Castle and its grounds were not included in the 
original boundary when the Conservation Area was designated”. 

2.7 The report recommends that the Conservation Area boundary should be extended to 
include other areas of historic value, including the former mills sites off the Cottingham 
Road, and an area to the North of the Cottingham Road (B672) and Gretton Road. An 
area between 6 The Cottons and the telephone Exchange should also be included. See 
appendix 1, which shows a map of the proposed revised Conservation Area boundary 
for Rockingham. 

Weldon Conservation Area 

2.8 Weldon was designated as a Conservation Area on 13th June 1988. The Conservation 
Area includes all of the original older village buildings in the separate hamlets of Great 
Weldon to the South, and Little Weldon to the North, with High Street set between the 
two and the Village green to the North of the Willow Brook. 

2.9 The appraisal examines the key elements that contribute to the special architectural and 
historic character of the Weldon Conservation Area, which includes: 

• Survival of its historic street pattern, its former separate hamlets of Great Weldon 
 and Little Weldon still being identifiable as different character areas 
• A large number of listed buildings, dating to the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries; and 
• Some particularly important listed buildings including the 17th century Haunt Hill 
 House, the Manor House, and nos. 21 & 31, and nos. 29 & 31 Corby Road, 
 demonstrating the skill of local stone masons 

2.10 It is recommended that the boundary of the Conservation Area be revised to include the 
new housing development at Cricketer’s Green, the area of land adjacent to the Manor 
House, Branson Mews at the corner of Chapel Road and Gretton Road, and the central 
part of Bridge Street to act as a link to the upper part of the Conservation Area that 
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includes Little Weldon. See appendix 2, which shows a map of the proposed 
Conservation Area boundary for Weldon. 

3 Consultation planned or undertaken 
3.1 Public consultation on the draft Conservation Area Appraisals and associated 

Management Plans commenced on Monday 2nd February 2009 and will run for six weeks 
until Monday 16th March 2009. 

3.2 Consultation will follow the principles of the North Northamptonshire Statement of 
Community Involvement. Key stakeholders have been involved in its preparation and 
public consultation is ongoing with the local community; this includes: 

• Articles to be published in the Evening Telegraph; 
• Copies of the draft documents have been sent to Rockingham and Weldon 

Parish Councils in advance of the consultation period to allow the documents to 
be examined at community meetings; 

• Email notification has been sent to all Council Officers and Local Council 
 Members; 
• Posters are displayed at key locations in Rockingham and Weldon; 
• Copies of the draft documents have been made available to view at the Council’s 
 offices, Corby Central Library and on the Council’s website; 
• Letters have been sent to a range of consultees, including English Heritage, 

CPRE,  National Trust, Rockingham Forest Trust, Northants Acre and 
Northants Rural  Communities Council 

• Flyers have been circulated to all residents in Weldon via the village newsletter; 
and to all residents in Rockingham via the Parish Council 

• Two information evenings will be held as part of the consultation process; on 
Thursday 26th February at Rockingham Village Hall and on Friday 27th February 
at Weldon Village Hall. The evening will consist of a ‘drop-in’ session, from 
6.30pm to 7.30pm, where Officers will be available to explain the proposals and 
the process for making representations; followed by a presentation commencing 
at 7.30pm and a question and answer session to end. 

4. Adoption Procedures 
4.1 Once consultation has been completed, the appraisals and resulting management 

proposals will be revised to take account of all the comments made by Council Members 
and members of the public. The revised documents and a summary of the consultation 
responses will then be reported to Local Plan Committee for approval and subsequently 
Development Control Committee for adoption as a ‘material consideration for 
Development Control purposes’. 

5. Issues to be taken into account:- 
 Policy Priorities 
 The Council is working towards the adoption of the North Northamptonshire Local 

Development Framework. The approval of up to date Conservation Area Appraisals and 
Management Plans is important in assisting in the determination of planning applications and 
appeals; as well as informing the production of the Local Development Framework. 

 Financial 
 The designation and review of Conservation Areas may require extra resources to be 

expended by Local Authorities. 
Legal 

 The designation of a Conservation Area changes the planning legislation affecting the 
included area.  

 Performance Information/Best Value 
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 None; the designation of Conservation Areas, and the production of Conservation Area 
Appraisals and Management Plans are no longer a performance indicator for Local 
Authorities.  

 Sustainability, Human Rights, Community Safety, Equalities  
 None directly linked to this report; however, all are key considerations during the preparation 

of the Local Development Framework. 
6. Conclusion 

6.1 Conservation Areas Appraisals and Management Plans are important in assisting in  the 
determination of planning applications and appeals; and provide background evidence 
for the preparation of the Local Development Framework. 

6.2 Corby is under increased development pressure due to its identification as a growth 
town within the Milton Keynes and South Midlands (MKSM) Sub-Regional Strategy. The 
review of the Conservation Areas at Rockingham and Weldon will create tighter controls 
on development and demolition, which will help to preserve the core history and heritage 
within the Borough. 

7. Recommendation 
 Members are recommended to consider and comment on the draft Conservation Area 

Appraisals and Management Plans for Rockingham and Weldon. Members are also 
recommended to note the dates of the forthcoming public consultation events in Rockingham 
and Weldon. 

 Background Papers 
 Guidance on Conservation Area Appraisals (2005) English Heritage, available at 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.1066 

 Guidance on the Management of Conservation Areas (2005) English Heritage, available at 
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.1066 

 Corby Borough Council Local Plan Committee Report (18th June 2008) ‘Conservation Areas: 
Recommended Schedule for Review’. Available at 
http://www.corby.gov.uk/CouncilAndDemocracy/CouncillorsDemocracyAndElections/Council
AgendasReportsandMinutes/LocalPlanCommittee/Pages/PastMeetingDocuments.aspx 

List of Appendices 
 Appendix 1 – Proposed Conservation Area boundary map for Rockingham 
 Appendix 2 – Proposed Conservation Area boundary map for Weldon 

 Officer to Contact 
 Bernice Samtani, Local Plans 

01536 463188, Bernice.Samtani@corby.gov.uk 


