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FULL COUNCIL 27th June 2019 
 

Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places 
 

SYNOPSIS BOX 
To conclude a compulsory scheduled review of polling districts and polling places 2019 
within the Corby Borough. 

1.  Relevant Background Details  
In accordance with the provisions of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (as 
amended), all local authorities must undertake a review of all polling districts and polling 
places within its area. The previous review in Corby was completed in January 2015. 
 
Corby Borough Council is responsible for the review and not the Acting Returning Officer or 
the Electoral Registration Officer (ERO). The Acting Returning Officer is responsible for the 
allocation of polling stations.   
 
A distinction is to be drawn between polling districts, polling places and polling stations as 
per the attached Terms of Reference (Appendix B). 
 
The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced a change to the timing of 
compulsory reviews of UK Parliamentary polling districts and polling places. This compulsory 
review must be started and completed between 1 October 2018 and 31 January 2020. Corby 
Borough Council has regarded the number of electors, types of election held, assessed 
existing and newly identified venues and previous turnout as part of this review (Appendix A). 
 
The outcome of this review must ensure that reasonable facilities for voting are provided 
particularly taking into account issues of accessibility and the needs of disabled voters. 
 
This report forms part of the conclusion to this review process that formally began on 4 
February 2019 and concludes in line with publication of the newly revised electoral register 
due to take effect on 1 December 2019. 

2. Report 
Attached as Appendix A is a list of final Polling Places to be designated by Corby Borough 
Council with numbers of electors as of 1st February 2019.  

The review has taken into account: 

1. All electors having reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances; 
and 

2. To ensure so far as is reasonable and practicable, polling stations are accessible to all 
electors, particularly including those who are disabled 
 
All information relating to the Review including comments received were made publicly 
available on the Council’s website (Electoral Services webpage) and in the Cube foyer for 
inspection on request at The Cube, George Street, Corby. 

Responses were received from Cllr Judy Caine, Cllr Robert McKellar, Stanion Parish Council 
and from Polling Places including East Carlton Country Park, Priors Hall Community Centre 
and Corby Business Academy. 
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Members of the Council’s staff also visited existing and newly identified potential venues in 
order to assess polling place suitability particularly with regard to elector access and parking.  
 
Deadline for receipt of comments and observations of polling district and polling place 
arrangements ended on Wednesday 10th April 2019. However due to limited feedback 
received, comments received after this date have fed into conclusion of this review. 

3. Options to be considered (if any) 
The committee is requested to confirm approval of the final 2019 Polling Places list 
(Appendix A), together with premises that were considered but either not suitable or might 
be a viable alternative as a contingency measure. Our overall proposed changes are:  
Polling District - Middleton 
It is proposed that there be a change to the existing polling place of Rockingham Forest 
Wheelers Clubhouse in the polling district of Middleton (CWGC). This is due to limited 
wheelchair access for the disabled as there are no wide doorways, no level access inside nor 
at the front or rear entrance of the building. There are no current plans to make disabled 
alterations to the existing building and providing 3 x temporary ramps would not be feasible 
due to the narrow doorways. Copies of photographs taken during the site visit are attached 
as Appendix C. 

It is suggested that an existing polling place Cottingham/Middleton Village Hall is designated 
as the polling place for both Cottingham and Middleton. Cottingham/Middleton Village Hall is 
located in the adjacent polling district of Cottingham (CWGB), which is 0.4 miles away (9 
minutes walk) from the existing polling place for Middleton. 

Current legislation denotes that each parish in England and each Community in Wales must 
be in a separate polling district unless there are special circumstances. Special 
circumstances are not clearly defined in legislation, however Electoral Commission guidance 
stipulates where no accessible polling place can be identified in the polling district. Whilst 
there has been no complaint on record regarding access, the primary objective of this review 
is to ensure Polling Places are as accessible as practicable and “fit for use” by all persons, 
so we would support a change being actively made until either the Clubhouse building can 
be altered or a more suitable alternative within the Middleton polling district is identified 
following completion of this review. Where a more suitable alternative is found within the 
Middleton polling district before the end of the 5 year Polling Place review cycle, the council 
is permitted to carry out an interim review. 

If the above change is approved, Council officers will notify all 342 (approx) electors in the 
Middleton polling district to notify them of the change and how to apply for an Absent Vote if 
so desired.  

Polling District – Priors Hall 
The Priors Hall area (Polling District Code CWGC) now contains almost the same electorate 
as the neighbouring polling district, Weldon (Polling District Code CWGA). In the event of a 
high voting turnout for forthcoming combined elections, Weldon Village Hall would not able to 
accommodate the combined number of electorate for both Weldon and Priors Hall. Therefore 
following a recent polling place visit to the new Priors Hall Community Centre located in this 
specific polling district and the positive feedback received from the management of this 
building in being used as a polling place, it is recommended that Priors Hall Community 
Centre be ratified as a polling place for the Priors Hall area (Polling District Code CWGC). 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities  
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In considering electoral arrangements of the area within the terms of reference the Council is 
required to consider any change in the number or distribution of the electors which is likely to 
occur in the period of five years beginning with the day when the Review commences. The 
Council has regarded the number of electors, types of election held, previous turnout and the 
Revised Register of Electors 2018/19 to provide existing local electorate figures for the Corby 
Borough. 

Financial  
All expenditure has been kept to a strict minimum using in-house resources and from the 
existing Electoral Registration budget namely mileage for visits to polling places, printing and 
postage for consultation letters to external stakeholders.  

It should be noted that any changes to an existing polling place on conclusion of this review, 
should result in written communication to electors based within that specific polling district 
ahead of scheduled polls in order to give sufficient notice of that change and minimise elector 
confusion at election time. There is potential for this communication to be combined with our 
Annual Canvass by enclosing a letter with a Household Enquiry Form (HEF) or through 
Canvasser hand delivery. 

Risk 
It is important that the Returning Officer is able to utilise a comprehensive list of suitable 
polling places at election time in order to ensure the requisite number of polling stations can 
be designated and that a suitable contingency is in place. Appendix A bears reference to 
some identified venues where a suitable alternative polling place was found.  

This review was to be undertaken with the assumption that there are no scheduled elections 
or referendums in 2019; however a European Parliamentary Election was subsequently 
called which fed into our decision-making process for this review. Should any other elections 
or referendums occur then this review’s concluding timetable will be adjusted accordingly. 

In addition, subject to the current discussions regarding Local Government Reorganisation 
(Unitary Status) in Northamptonshire, management of the review will be adjusted if required 
to meet any obligations arising from the Reorganisation process (i.e. Boundary Review 
conducted by LGBCE). 

The Annual Canvass will commence on 1st July 2019. Changes to polling districts (if any) will 
not take effect until the publication of the revised register on the 1st December 2019. 

Legal & Data Management 
The council is required to conduct this review under secondary legislation. 

There is a legal requirement to have completed this review with a confirmed list of polling 
places no later than 31 January 2020. The council is keen to have this completed earlier, i.e 
in advance of the Revised Register publication (1st Dec 2019) so that early initial combined 
election planning for May 2020 can proceed.  

The lawful basis for processing all data received as part of this review is for the performance 
of a task carried out in the public interest or in the exercise of official authority. 

Following conclusion of this review, appeals can be made and would be determined by the 
Electoral Commission. As such Corby Borough Council will remain entitled to hold all data 
received as part of this review until the conclusion of the next scheduled polling districts and 
polling place review. 
 
Performance Information  
The performance of the Returning Officer in the conduct of elections is subject to 
performance standards as set by the Electoral Commission. The Commission may choose to 
monitor the performance of the Returning Officer and his staff in the conduct of the combined 
elections to be held in May 2020.  
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Equalities 
A key part of this Polling District and Place Review is that it is compulsory to take into 
account accessibility and sufficient voting facilities, as practicable in the circumstances for all 
persons including the disabled. Four disabled groups in Corby were identified and 
encouraged by phone and letter to submit comments. The groups were: 

• ASD Diversity Corby (Autism Spectrum Disorder) 

• Different Abilities 

• Corby MENCAP  

• Corby VCS (Corby Voluntary and Community Services) 

Comments had to be given in writing and were sought either in writing by email or post/hand 
to suit those technologically less advanced but no comments were received. 

5. Conclusion 
Full council need to consider the final review report namely Appendix A – Final Proposed 
Polling Places 2019, prior to implementation of any agreed resolution. 
 
The Council must publish the result of this review publicly including the final list of designated 
polling places along with written correspondence and records of meetings held. The ERO 
must seek to implement any agreed changes made by 1st December 2019. 
 
Appeals can be made and are determined by The Electoral Commission. 

Timetable for the review: 
Notice of Review (Commencement) 4th February 2019 

Initial Consultation Period 4th February – 4th March 2019 

Proposed Changes Consultation Period 20th March – 10th April 2019 

Full Council - Publication of review results 
(Subject to Council approval) 

Thursday 27th June 2019 

Add feedback from Full Council and publish 
results in CBC Foyer and on Website 

Thursday 27th June – 

Thursday 4th July 2019 

Publish Notice 14 days before publishing 

Revised Register (1st Dec) 

Friday 15th November 2019 

Publication of the revised register Sunday 1st December 2019 

6. Recommendation 
 

i. To note submissions made to the Council in respect of polling districts and polling 
places as detailed within the report and appendices; 

ii. To note the final proposals as detailed within the report and appendices and agree 
upon a full list of Polling Places for the Corby Borough (Appendix A); 

iii. To approve the reasons detailed within the report and appendices for all decision 
making in respect of designating polling districts and polling places; 

iv. To note the Council is requested to publish such notices and other documentation 
including minutes of meetings as required by law upon completion of this review; 
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v. To recommend that the Council request that the Electoral Registration Officer make 
any necessary amendments ahead of the 1 December electoral register publication, 
as detailed within the report and appendices; and 

vi. Council Officers to continue to monitor if a more suitable alternative polling place 
which falls within the Middleton polling district is identified following completion of this 
review in order to conduct an interim review. 

         Background Papers 
None 

External Consultations  
All CBC Elected Members 
Tom Pursglove MP 
All Parish Councils 
Disabled Groups (As identified above) 
Acting Returning Officer 
Stephen Mold PCC  
Polling Station Inspectors  
Polling Station Management 
Tenants and Resident Groups 
CBC Website 
 
List of Appendices 
Appendix A – List of Final Proposed Polling Places 2019 
Appendix B - Terms of Reference 
Appendix C – Rockingham Forest Wheelers Clubhouse Site Photos 
 
Officer to Contact 
Aaron O’Sullivan (Electoral Services Officer) ext 4012 
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Appendix A - List of Final Proposed Polling Places 2019   
Proposed changes are highlighted green/underlined 

WARD POLLING 
DISTRICT 

REF 

POLLING 
DISTRICT NAME 

ELECTORATE 
(AS OF  

1 FEB 2019) 

DESIGNATED POLLING PLACES 
(DESIGNATION OF POLLING STATIONS IS  

AT DISCRETION OF RETURNING OFFICER) 

 
 

Beanfield 

CBA Beanfield 1530 Beanfield Community Centre 

CBB Beanfield 1290 Beanfield Community Centre 

CBC Beanfield 1775 Beanfield Community Centre 

CBD Beanfield 925 Beanfield Community Centre 

No change proposed. Beanfield Community Centre has been used for years 
without incident. A neighbouring venue, St Ninians Church of Scotland would 
be a suitable alternative.  

Beanfield - alternatives 

 St Ninians Church of Scotland 

 
 

Central 

CCA Central 727 United Reformed Church 

CCB Central 846 United Reformed Church 

CCC Central 408 United Reformed Church 

CCD Central (Exeter) 1569 The Autumn Centre 

No change proposed. West Glebe Pavilion had ease of access, good disabled 
parking, plus comments were received about URC’s lack of availability 
weekdays due to Nursery activities which may potentially complicate booking 
for an election if at short notice. However during the unexpected European 
Parliamentary Election, the United Reformed Church was inspected by the 
Deputy Local Returning Officer and a Council Officer where the alternative 
room in the same polling place was deemed suitable. Preview of Connaughty 
Centre seemed ideal but it will not be fully refurbished until July, after this 
review has concluded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central - alternatives 

 West Glebe Park Pavillion (alternative to 
United Reformed Church) 

 Connaughty Centre 
(not refurbished until July 2019) 
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Danesholme CDH Danesholme 3083 Danesholme Communicare Centre 

CDH-1 Danesholme 358 Danesholme Communicare Centre 

No change proposed. Kingswood Secondary Academy was deemed a suitable 
alternative with a smaller side room if school remains open or larger main hall 
for a larger electorate. School may have to close in event of being used due to 
safeguarding issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Danesholme - Alternatives 

 Kingswood Secondary Academy 
 

Kingwood 
and Hazel 

Leys 

CKA Kingswood and 
Hazel Leys 

1087 Hazelwood Neighbourhood Centre 

CKB Kingswood and 
Hazel Leys 

2878 Kingswood Neighbourhood Centre 

CKC Kingswood and 
Hazel Leys 

1203 Kingswood Neighbourhood Centre 

No change proposed as both neighbourhood centres remain suitable. Both St 
Patricks and the Irish Centre have been used under County Electoral 
boundaries and remain suitable alternatives. 
 
 
 
 

Kingwood and Hazel Leys - alternatives 

 The Corby Irish Centre 

 St Patricks Catholic Primary School. 

Lloyds CLA Lloyds 1575 Stephenson Way Community Centre 

CLB Lloyds 1546 St Columba’s Church 

CLC Lloyds 2140             St Andrew’s Church of Scotland 

No change proposed. Pen Green Research Base would be a viable alternative 
as has low level access and good parking including for the disabled. 

Lloyds - alternatives 

 Pen Green Research Base 
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Lodge Park CLPA Lodge Park 2415 Woodnewton A Learning Community 

CLPB Lodge Park 1165 Arran Way Community Centre 

CLPC Lodge Park 1783 Arran Way Community Centre 

No change proposed. Lodge Park Academy is a suitable alternative as there is 
a separate entrance to the hall to separate it from school activities but limited 
parking might prove restrictive if used by both school and polling station staff 
and visitors.  
 
 
 

Lodge Park - alternatives 

 Lodge Park Academy 
 

Oakley North CONA-1 Oakley North 1600 Oakley Vale Community Centre 

CONA-2 Oakley North 2080 Oakley Vale Community Centre 

No change proposed. Corby Primary Academy was deemed a suitable 
alternative with level access and adaptations made for the disabled but would 
have to close due to safeguarding. 
 

Oakley North - alternatives 

 Corby Primary Academy, Butland Road 

Oakley South COSA–1 Oakley South 3221 Brooke Weston Academy 

COSA–2 Oakley South 317 Brooke Weston Academy 

COSGO Oakley South 1955 Great Oakley Village Institute 

No change proposed. Whilst comments were received favouring Oakley Vale 
Primary School due to a closer proximity to electors in the south of this ward, 
there would be concerns about accommodating the number of electors in this 
polling place where a higher turnout was expected. The previous times that the 
primary school was used in 2012 and 2014 there was a turnout of 30% and 
19% respectively. However Brooke Weston used in 2015 and 2016 for the 
Combined Parlimentary Election and European Referendum had turnout levels 
of 59% and 70% respectively. Plus the primary school would have to close due 
to safeguarding concerns whereas Brooke Weston would not. 
 

Oakley South – alternatives 

 Oakley Vale Primary School, Cheltenham 
Road 
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Rowlett CRA -1 Rowlett 1967 Studfall Junior Academy 

CRA -2 Rowlett 485 Studfall Junior Academy 

CRB Rowlett 1587 Ennerdale Community Centre 

No change proposed. Studfall Junior Academy remains only viable option and 
has a separate entrance via Nancy Galloway Hall, so that the school does not 
have to close. Council Officers will keep abreast of any other alternatives such 
as Sheltered Unit Community Rooms in this ward as a contingency measure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rowlett - alternatives 
None 

Rural West CRWA Rural West (Rockingham) 107 Rockingham Village Hall 

CRWB Rural West (Cottingham) 810 Cottingham/Middleton Village Hall 

CRWC Rural West (East Carlton) 231 East Carlton Cricket Club 

CRWD Rural West  (Middleton) 338 Cottingham/Middleton Village Hall 

CRWE 4 Cottingham/Middleton Village Hall 

Initial Evaluation Comments: 
Change proposed. Rockingham Forest Wheeler’s Club upon recent visit was 
not found suitable for disabled or elderly persons who may use a wheelchair or 
mobility scooter and under statutory guidance concerning disabled access 
requirements it is therefore proposed that an existing nearby polling place (9 
minutes walk) be chosen outside of the polling district for this reason 
(Cottingham/Middleton Village Hall). Council Officers to keep abreast of any 
other suitable alternatives within the Middleton Polling District and conduct 
interim review. 
 
 
 
 

Rural West – alternatives 

 Cottingham Primary School 
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Stanion and 
Corby Village 

CSCA Stanion and Corby Village 
(Corby) 

1013 Corby Old Village Community Centre 
 

CSCB Stanion and Corby Village 
(Stanion) 

764 Stanion Village Hall, Brigstock Road 
 

CSCC Stanion and Corby Village 
(Little Stanion) 

1367 The Welcome Centre, Little Stanion 

No change proposed. All venues are ideally situated for all electors and have 
suitable disabled access.  
 
 
 
 
 

Stanion and Corby Village – alternatives 

 Corby Old Village Primary School 

 St John’s Church Hall 

 Little Stanion Primary School, Roman Road  

Weldon and 
Gretton 

CWGA Weldon and Gretton 
(Weldon) 

1890 Weldon Village Hall, Bridge Street 

CWGB Weldon and Gretton 
(Gretton) 

1165 Gretton Village Hall, Kirby Road 

CWGC Weldon and Gretton 
(Priors Hall) 

1671 Priors Hall Community Centre 

Initial Evaluation Comments: 
Change proposed. Corby Business Academy was suitable for Priors Hall but 
following recent comments received from management that the school could 
not remain open on polling day if used, will remain as an alternative polling 
place. As there is currently a larger electorate near the Priors Hall Community 
Centre and manageable safeguarding concerns to the adjoining school, this 
venue would be the preferred polling place for this district (Polling District Code 
CWGC). All other venues in this ward are ideally situated for all electors and 
have adequate disabled access. 

Weldon and Gretton - alternatives 

 Gretton Baptist Church 

 Corby Business Academy (Priors Hall - North) 

 



CORBY BOROUGH COUNCIL - REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS  

AND POLLING PLACES TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 
The main purpose of this review is: 

1. To ensure all electors have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the 
circumstances 

2. To seek to ensure so far as is reasonable and practicable, polling stations are 
accessible to all electors, including those who are disabled 
 

Statutory requirements 
Under the Representation of the People Act 1983 (as amended), there is a requirement for a 
full review of polling districts and places to be undertaken for all parliamentary constituencies 
within 16 months of every fifth year, commencing with 1October 2013. 
 
A distinction is to be made between polling districts, places and polling stations. The 
designation of a polling district and polling place is a matter for the council, whereas 
decisions about use of polling stations are for the Returning officer.  
 
Glossary of Terms - 
Polling District 
A polling district is the geographical area which is a sub-division of a ward, division or a 
constituency. For each polling district there must be designated a polling place. 
 
Polling Place 
A Polling Place is the geographical area in which the polling station is located. There is no 

legal definition of a polling place it can be as large as the polling district or as small as a 

particular building. However the polling place must constitute a small enough area so that 

electors from all parts of the polling district will not have difficulty finding the polling station. 

Corby Borough Council will usually assign a building in this review thus allowing for flexibility 

in being able to change the polling station without having to re-designate a specific polling 

place.  

A polling place must be designated for each polling district into which every parliamentary 
constituency is divided In England and Wales, it is the duty of the council to designate such 
polling places and to keep them under review.  
 
In doing so the council must give all electors in their area such reasonable facilities for voting 
as are practicable in the circumstances and, in particular, they must, so far as is reasonable 
and practicable, designate as polling places only places which are accessible to all electors 
including those who are disabled.  
 
The polling place for any polling district must be in that district except where special 
circumstances make it desirable to designate an area wholly or partly outside that district.  
 
Polling Station 
A Polling Station is the building in which polling takes place, this building should, unless 
there is a very good reason, be situated within the polling district. The decisions about use of 
polling stations are for the Returning officer. 
 
 
 
Dated 4th February 2019 
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