
       

Appendix A 
 

Rachael Marriot      10th December 2008 
East Midlands Regional Assembly 
First Floor 
Council Offices 
Melton Mowbray 
Leicestershire 
LE13 0UL 
 
By email and post 
 
Dear Madam, 
 
East Midlands Regional Plan: Partial Review 
Draft Project Plan 
 
I write with reference to the above consultation document. 
 
The following comments are the informal views of council officers and should be considered 
as a holding response pending confirmation by Members of the Local Plan Committee at its 
meeting on 17th December 2008. 
 
Broadly, the topics covered by the draft Project Plan appear to be logical elements within the 
Partial Review process. 
 
The housing market has changed dramatically in recent times and it is understandable that 
this issue should be re-examined at review stage. In the context of the fluctuating economic 
climate the review should have regard to the deliverability of increased housing provision 
and contingency planning. 
 
The review of renewable energy targets is welcomed in the context of developing markets 
and technology. The Joint Planning Unit for North Northamptonshire has appointed 
consultants to assist in the production of an Energy Strategy for the area that will set out 
guidance for meeting specific energy efficiency and renewable energy targets required by 
the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy; explore ways and means of reducing 
North Northamptonshire’s contribution to climate change; and evaluate the most appropriate 
measures of energy efficiency and renewable energy provisions appropriate to the region. 
This will be completed by April 2009 and should inform the Partial Review. 
 
Northamptonshire has strong linkages with neighbouring regions and it is entirely 
appropriate that the review is joined up with the work of the Regional Planning Bodies for the 
East of England and South East England as appropriate. The review should take account of 
housing and economic growth together with infrastructure requirements. This holistic 
approach should be applied across the East Midlands. Given that significant increased 
housing targets and transport are to be considered as part of the Partial Review of the East 
Midlands Regional Plan, the principles of sustainable development cannot be achieved at 
the regional level without also considering economic development to support housing growth 
and regeneration 
 
I hope that you find the above useful and we look forward to receiving the options paper in 
due course. 
 


