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Local Plan Committee 10th January 2018

 

Part 2 Local Plan for Corby - Update 

 
SYNOPSIS 

To inform members on the progress made in preparing the Part 2 Local Plan and some other 
key areas of work being undertaken 

1. Introduction 

1.1 This report provides an overview of progress on the Part 2 Local Plan and other key areas of 
work since last reported to Members at the end of August 2017.   

2. Part 2 Local Plan Update 

2.1 The Part 2 Local Plan for Corby was formally commenced in November 2016, with the 
Regulation 18 public consultation. The outcome of this consultation was reported to the 8th 
March 2017 meeting of this committee. 

 Evidence Base 

2.2 National planning policy states that Local Plans should be based on an up-to-date evidence 
base and reflecting this requirement the key pieces of evidence that have been progressed 
since reporting to Members in August 2017 are set out below. 

 Employment Land Assessment will establish the supply and demand for employment 
land in the Borough. Consultants PBA and Aspinall Verdi have finalised a market 
profile and site assessment report which has been combined with a series of 
background information and further assessments undertaken in house. A meeting will 
be held with partners in the New Year to discuss the emerging findings, including the 
approach to allocating or de-allocating employment sites in the Borough. It is 
anticipated that the final report will be completed in spring 2018 and it is proposed to 
both update and seek the views of this Committee on the outcome of this work and 
implications for plan making over the course of the following months. 

 Rural Housing Needs Surveys were completed by Midlands Rural Housing on behalf 
of Corby Borough Council during October and November 2017. A draft report is 
expected to be published in January and will be brought to this committee to consider 
in March.  

 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment is being updated in partnership with 
Northamptonshire County Council.  A first draft is expected in early March 2018.  

 Site Selection Methodology Background Paper continues to be progressed to 
provide a robust and consistent assessment of potential residential development sites. 
The background paper is being strengthened with technical input from Environmental 
Health colleagues.  

 Town Centre and Town Centre Uses Background Paper has been sent to 
representatives of CENTARA neighbourhood planning group and the town centre 
owners for informal targeted consultation. Concurrently evidence is being collected to 
establish the mix of uses in local shopping centres, including the extent of A5 hot-food 
takeaways. 

Other Plan Related Work 

 Sustainability Appraisal and Habitats Regulations Assessment will be prepared 
and updated at each stage of the plan-making process. Officers have started the 
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process of commissioning consultants to prepare the Sustainability Appraisal and 
Habitats Regulations Assessment.  

 Local Plan Software - INOVEM consultation and publication software has been 
procured for two years using the new G-Cloud framework. A project set-up meeting 
took place on 8th December 2017. The software is expected to go live early in the New 
Year. 

Other Work 

 Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans are underway for Great 
Oakley and Gretton. Surveys are due to take place over the festive season, and draft 
reports are expected to be brought to this committee in March.  

 North Northamptonshire Place Shaping SPD – A revised timetable for the 
production of the SPD indicates that a report will be taken to the Joint Planning 
Committee on 30thJanuary 2018 to endorse a draft document for six weeks public 
consultation. 

 Northamptonshire Bus Strategy Consultation - Northamptonshire County Council 
consulted on an update to its Bus Strategy and budget proposals to withdraw its 
subsidy for local bus services. Corby Borough Council responded to the consultation, 
specifically expressing its deep concern at the proposal to remove bus subsidies, by 
the deadline of 11th December 2017. 

3. Local Development Scheme 

3.1 Key plan milestones are laid out through the Local Development Scheme (LDS). The LDS 
provides a project plan for delivery, the details of which were reported to this committee in 
April 2017. Public consultation on the Emerging Draft Part 2 Local Plan was originally 
expected to launch in December 2017/January 2018. A number of factors have caused some 
slippage in the timetable, including the extended scope of the document and the need to 
collect additional evidence, and the need for emerging policies to be subject to a 
Sustainability Appraisal and Habitats Regulations Assessment. It is expected that a revised 
timetable will be agreed in the near future.   

4. Options to be considered (if any) 

Not to update Members on the progress made in preparing the Part 2 Local Plan. 

5. Issues to be taken into account:- 

Policy Priorities 

The statutory development plan for the Borough forms a part of the Borough Council’s over-
arching policy framework. It has potentially wide-ranging policy implications beyond the field 
of spatial planning. There will be a need for positive interaction between the Plan, and other 
plans and strategies of the Borough Council (and other stakeholders) to ensure that a 
consistent and holistic approach is adopted. 

Financial  

Members of the One Corby Policy Committee agreed a three year budget to support the 
delivery of the Part 2 Local Plan on 29th November 2016. 

Legal 

Preparation of a local plan is a statutory duty upon every Local Planning Authority. Local 
plans are prepared within the framework set out by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act 2004, as amended by the Localism Act 2011. Once adopted, the Local Plan will become 
part of the statutory Development Plan. Section 38(6) of the act requires planning decisions 
to be made in accordance with the plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. 

Performance Information  

None directly linked to this report. 



108  3 

Best Value 

None directly linked to this report. 

Human Rights 

It is intended that the new Local Plan, and the process of preparing it, should be inclusive 
and respectful of human rights. The adopted Statement of Community Involvement spells out 
the rights that the public have to engage with the plan-making process. Implications are 
(directly or indirectly) considered. 

Equalities and Sustainability 

The Local Plan will address a wide range of economic, social and environmental 
considerations with particular regard to identifying and addressing the needs of groups within 
the community with specific/additional needs. The Local Plan will be accompanied by a 
Sustainability Appraisal which includes an equalities and sustainability assessment. 

Risk Management 

A risk assessment of the project has been undertaken. As far as possible control measures 
have been put in place to minimise these risks, including regular project board meetings 
where risk is reviewed.  

6. Recommendation 

 That Members note current progress with plan making and other key areas of work being 
undertaken. 

 Background Papers 

Local Plan Committee, 23rd August 2017 

 https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby%2
0%E2%80%93%20Update%20Report.pdf 

 One Corby Policy Committee, 29th November 2016 

https://www.corby.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%202%20Local%20Plan%20for%20Corby.pd
f  

Officer to Contact 

Peter Williams 
01536 464133 
Planning Officer 
 


