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Local Plan Committee 18 January 2006

PPG17 Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study

SYNOPSIS
To update Members on the progress of the PPG17 Open Space, Sport and

Recreation Study and to seek approval to use the final report as
part of the evidence base for the emerging LDF

 1. Relevant Background Details
The consultants PMP were commissioned to undertake a study of open space sports
and recreation provision in Corby, in line with the requirements of Planning Policy
Guidance Note 17.  This was commissioned as a joint study with East
Northamptonshire Council, although separate reports are being submitted.  

This is a formal study that follows the set procedures for a detailed evidence based
assessment.  PPG17 guidance sets out a five step process for undertaking a local
assessment of open space.  The consultants have been thorough and diligent in
carrying out each stage.

2. Report
2.1 Summary of Study Report: 

The consultants PMP set out to answer several key questions: what does Corby
have now; what is the quality of provision; how does this compare with other
authorities; where are the gaps; where should resources be targeted?

The findings so far are reported below.  The final results can now be fed directly into
the Borough’s Local Development Framework process to guide the formulation of site
specific policies and guidance.  The report can also be used by Culture and Leisure
as part of the evidence base for future capital projects and revenue programmes. 

2.1 Identifying local needs: Review of strategic background
The open space study and resulting strategies will contribute to achieving the wider
aims of a number of local and national agencies.  The consultants have identified a
real need in Corby for:

• an open space vision for the Borough; 

• a cross-cutting consistent drive towards the development and enhancement
of open space; 

• the promotion of the open space vision and its benefits within the Council’s
corporate priorities;

• new planning policies to integrate with and be supportive of all the cross-
cutting developments and regeneration schemes.



261 2

2.2 Identifying local needs: Consultation process
In the summer of 2005, PMP carried out a local needs assessment of spaces
including a demand assessment.  A series of consultations were carried out to
establish the views on open space provision amongst both users and non-users in
the Borough.  Internal officers were consulted, as well as external organisations
involved in sports and recreation; school pupils were asked about their needs and a
sample of 4000 households were sent a questionnaire.  A ‘drop in’ session at the
Willows was well attended. 

The information gained from these consultations has been used to help understand
the key issues/problems facing different Council departments and agencies; the
needs and requirements of local residents; the attitudes and expectations for open
space within the area; what is right and wrong about the existing provision.

From the household survey the provision for children and young people (all ages)
was considered to be by far the least well provided for.  There was also an emphasis
on insufficient provision of outdoor sports facilities and perceived problems of anti-
social behaviour, dog-fouling, vandalism, graffiti and litter.  

According to the household survey, West Glebe Park, East Carlton Park and the
boating lake at Thoroughsale Wood were considered to be the most frequently used
open space sites in Corby.  Exeter Open Space also provides an example of a good
local community development scheme including a mixture of facilities for all ages.

2.3 Auditing local provision
A full audit of open spaces has been undertaken and digitised on a GIS base
consistent with the Council’s own mapping systems.  Site by site information is
available on a database, including an assessment of size, quality, accessibility,
usage and other information recorded for each site.  The consultants have verified
the audit of open space provision with the Council.

2.4 Setting local standards
The consultants have reviewed and examined existing national standards and local
standards adopted by other authorities for each type of open space.  They have
recommended local standards in line with consultation responses and national
benchmarks.  

Draft local standards for Corby in terms of quantity, quality and accessibility of open
space, sports and recreation facilities have been agreed with officers.  These draft
standards will be incorporated into the Corby LDF as site specific policies and/or
supplementary planning guidance and used to help the Council determine major
development proposals. The proposed key local provision standards are summarised
as follows:

A. Local Standards for Parks, Gardens, Amenity Greenspace, Provision for Children
and Young People, Outdoor Sports:

Quantity:

Parks and gardens: 2ha per 1000 pop urban; minimum of one pocket park (or
equivalent) in each rural village.

Natural and semi natural greenspace: 2ha per 1000 pop urban; rural area standard is
as for parks and gardens – minimum of one pocket park (or equivalent) in each rural
village

Amenity greenspace: 1.82ha per 1000 pop urban; 0.54ha per 1000 pop rural.

Play provision: children 0.8 play areas per 1000 pop; young people and teenagers
0.3 play areas per 1000 pop.
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Outdoor sport: 2ha per 1000 pop.

Accessibility:

Parks and gardens: 10-15 mins walk; 480 metres

Natural and semi natural greenspace: 15 minutes walk; 720 metres

Amenity greenspace: 5 mins walk; 240 metres

Children’s play provision: 8 mins walk; 380 metres

Teenagers and young people: 10 mins walk; 480 metres

Outdoor sports facilities: 15 mins walk; 720 metres

Allotments: 15 minutes walk; 720 metres

Quality:

Individual standards are suggested for each category of open space.  These
generally reflect the overall aim to provide welcoming, clean, litter free facilities that
encourage users, with appropriate ancillary provision such as seats, dog bins, and
good signage.  In the case of parks and gardens it is suggested that increased
warden provision should be provided; in the case of play facilities it is suggested that
CCTV should be considered where appropriate, to ensure community safety. 

B. Local Standards for Indoor Sports and Recreation:

Quantity

Sports hall: 49.52m2 provision per 1000 pop. (equivalent to 0.29 indoor badminton
courts per 1000 people in Corby)

Swimming pool: 10.26m2 water space per 1000 pop. (one pool unit is equivalent to
212m2 or a 4 lane 25m pool) 

Health and Fitness: 16.47m2 provision per 1000 pop. (3.66 stations where one
station equates to 4.5m2 floorspace)

Accessibility:

Sports Hall: 15 mins drive time

Swimming Pool: 10 mins drive time

Health and Fitness: 10 mins drive time.

Quality:

The suggested vision for indoor sports provision in Corby is:

‘A clean and well maintained indoor sports facility that provides a wide range of
indoor sports facilities and activities.  Indoor sports facilities should provide adequate
changing facilities, car-parking, welcoming staff and ease of booking.’ 

Further Quality Standards relating to Design and Technical, and Facility Operation
and Management, following Sport England guidance and industry best practice
principles, are suggested.

 2.5 Applying draft standards to local areas
The next stage was to bring together all the available information on a site specific
basis and to analyse it by geographical areas.  The draft standards have been
applied to the mapped open space provision, to identify catchments of each existing
facility and to identify where deficiencies and/or surpluses exist.  
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The consultants have then identified where existing or proposed facilities may cover
any local deficits, where there is a high or low priority need for new and/or enhanced
provision and where there may be a need to apply particular protection to readily
accessible, high quality open space sites.  The analysis has established where, on
less valued spaces, open space improvements or potentially some new development
could be accommodated.

2.6 Final Report 
The final report provides a clear picture of Corby’s existing and future needs for open
space, sport and recreation.  It identifies surpluses and shortfalls in provision,
provides recommendations for resolving key issues, sources of external funding and
suggested formulae for developer contributions.  

It was reported to the November Committee that some slippage had occurred as a
result of the study being undertaken in conjunction with East Northamptonshire
Council.  Additional sites were included in the audit across both authorities, requiring
additional digitisation and site visits.  The consultants also added an audit check
stage to the study process where consultants met with Council officers to verify the
site audit.  This additional stage has proved to be invaluable in ensuring that the
study is accurate and comprehensive.

This final report was presented in draft form for discussion with the appropriate
Council officers and the consultants have responded to their comments and
suggested amendments.  

For example, the analysis established where, on less valued spaces, some remedial
action or possible development could be accommodated.  It should be noted that
although it had been anticipated that this information would identify potential sites for
development, to be incorporated into the Urban Housing Capacity Study previously
approved by Committee, all the under-valued sites are already proposed for open
space improvements.

In this context, the consultants were asked to refer to the Council’s rolling programme
for open spaces; wherein each site is reviewed with public consultation to answer the
questions as to whether it is in the right place, what are the needs of the community,
what are the particular issues in that location?  The findings of this study can be
incorporated into the Culture and Leisure programme of improvements to ensure that
each redesigned site will incorporate particular features appropriate to each location.

The consultants were asked to check the assumptions made about dual use of
school sports facilities.  The report encourages such use to make up existing
deficiencies and the consultants were asked to emphasise the revenue implications
of such changes in light of existing budgets for maintenance.

The final report incorporating these comments is expected by the end of January
2006.

3. Options to be considered 
The final report presents the consultants’ findings in terms of detailed site specific
proposals.  It is proposed that the results will be incorporated into the Preferred
Options for the LDF Site Specific Policies and Proposals early in 2006.

The findings and recommendations of the study fully support the Council’s adoption
of a rolling programme of open space improvements.  They also substantiate the
Council’s commitment to addressing deficiencies by means of devolvement of
facilities management and community involvement.  Members have previously
endorsed these measures.
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Members may consider that, in addition to forming part of the evidence base for the
LDF, the database contained in the final report should be reviewed annually by
Culture and Leisure, to ensure that the Council’s capital and revenue programmes
adequately address the deficiencies identified by the consultants.

4. Issues to be taken into account:-
Policy Priorities
The adoption of the Corby LDF and constituent LDD’s is and will remain a CBC
priority. This study is essential baseline work for that purpose.

Financial
It is proposed that Culture and Leisure should consider the revenue implications of
the report, particularly in light of the need for new and improved open space and
sports provision to cater for the projected growth of Corby in the next 15 years.

 Legal
It is important to ensure that the assessment of open space and recreation land is a
sound basis on which to propose allocations of land for protection and/or
development in the LDF

Performance Information
Maintaining progress against the approved LDS will be important in the future
calculations of Planning Delivery Grant.

Sustainability, Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities, Community Safety
The provision of an adequate supply of open space, play, sports and recreation
facilities, close to people’s homes, is a key element of the Government’s Sustainable
Communities Plan.

5. Conclusion
The audit and database for the study is extremely comprehensive and covers every
open space site, outdoor and indoor sports facility in the Borough.  Discussions with
Council Officers and agencies who have detailed knowledge of open space and
recreation uses have been used to verify the audit.  Extensive consultations have
taken place by various means throughout the Borough.

The information gained from these consultations has been used to help understand
the key issues/problems facing different Council departments and agencies; the
needs and requirements of local residents; the attitudes and expectations for open
space within the area; what is right and wrong about the existing provision.

The draft local standards proposed for Corby in terms of quantity, quality and
accessibility of open space, sports and recreation facilities will be incorporated into
the Corby LDF as site specific policies and/or supplementary planning guidance and
used to help the Council determine major development proposals.

The study identifies where existing or proposed facilities may cover any local deficits,
where there is a high or low priority need for new and/or enhanced provision and
where there may be a need to apply particular protection to readily accessible, high
quality open space sites.  

The final report provides a clear picture of Corby’s existing and future needs for open
space, sport and recreation.  It identifies surpluses and shortfalls in provision, makes
recommendations for resolving key issues, sources of external funding and formulae
for developer contributions.  
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6. Recommendations
That the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study be approved as a basis for further
work on the LDF Site Specific Policies and Proposals. 

Officer to Contact
Laura McKenzie Tel: 01536 464179

Email: laura.mckenzie@corby.gov.uk 
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Background 
I) PMP were appointed to undertake an Open Space, Recreation and Sport Strategy

across Corby in accordance with the requirements of the latest Planning Policy
Guidance Note 17 (Planning for Open Space Sport and Recreation, July 2002) and
its Companion Guide (September 2002). 

II) The Companion Guide sets out a five step logical process for undertaking a local
assessment of open space. Although presented as a linear process below, in reality,
many stages were undertaken in parallel. 

III) The five step process is as follows:

• Step 1 – Identifying Local Needs

• Step 2 – Auditing Local Provision

• Step 3 – Setting Provision Standards

• Step 4 – Applying Provision Standards

• Step 5 – Drafting Policies – recommendations and strategic priorities.

IV) The study considers eight typologies of green space in addition to indoor sports
facilities, namely:

• parks and gardens

• natural and semi natural open space

• amenity greenspace

• provision for children and young people

• outdoor sports facilities

• allotments and community gardens

• green corridors

• churchyards and cemeteries.

V) The study includes an audit of all accessible open spaces of these typologies
(regardless of ownership) throughout Corby, providing a robust baseline of data,
indicating priorities for future open space, recreation and sport provision and
supporting the future development of appropriate strategies and planning policies.  

VI) The key elements of the study include:

• a comprehensive audit of existing provision of all types of greenspace,
sporting and recreational facilities in terms of quality, quantity and
accessibility

• a strategic focus for the Council enabling the best use of existing and future
designated open spaces
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• identifying local demand for the various types of open space through a series
of consultations

• a set of quantity, quality and accessibility standards for each type of open
space

• identifying areas of high and low priority both now and in the future, with
recommendations for resolving any key issues

• a basis for drafting planning policies, the decision making in relation to any
development pressures on open space and feed into the LDF for Corby

VII) Full details of the methodology and standard setting process can be found in
sections 2 – 12 of the report.  The recommended local standards, key issues and
recommendations for each typology are summarised below alongside key issues
and actions resulting from the application of the recommended standards.

Parks and Gardens

Standards

• Quantity Standard • 2 ha per 1,000 population – URBAN

• A minimum of one pocket park (or
equivalent) in each RURAL village

• Accessibility
Standard

• 10 - 15 minute walk (plotted at 10
minutes – 480m)

• Quality Vision • A welcoming, clean and litter free site
providing a one-stop community facility
with a wide range of leisure, recreational
and enriched play opportunities for all
ages, varied and well-kept vegetation,
appropriate lighting and ancillary
accommodation (including benches,
toilets and litter bins) and well-signed to
and within the site. The site should
incorporate an increased warden
presence.

• Quality Benchmark • 80%

Key Issues and actions

VIII) The parks and gardens vary considerably in size and in function. Thoroughsale
Woods for instance is a very large site located within the centre of Corby offering a
wide range of facilities (including a café, play area, boating lake and woodland).
This is a park of strategic significance.  Colyers Avenue on the other hand provides a
local park and garden facility.  East Carlton Park and Weldon Woodland Park are
more natural areas.  

IX) Consultation suggests that the residents of Corby are satisfied with the quantity of
park and gardens and also consider the quality to be adequate.
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X) There are no quantitative deficiencies mainly owing to the supply of large parks in
the urban area and the additional provision of pocket parks within the rural area.

XI) There are significant areas of accessibility deficiency within the urban area of Corby,
however there are sites that can be identified for further improvements to meet this
deficiency.

XII)  The majority of parks and gardens across Corby are considered to be significant
open spaces and of high usage by people and visitors and therefore have a high
value and should be protected.

XIII) The function of the pocket parks in rural areas needs to embrace formal areas for
play and seating to encapsulate the park function within its multi functional nature,
where appropriate.

Recommendations

PG1 Protect and enhance the existing provision of parks and gardens within
the urban and rural area.

PG2 Urban: consider formalising Danesholme Recreation Ground’s role as
a local park facility in parallel with proposed improvements and
expansion to the sports pitches.

PG3 Urban: consider the suitability of Shetland Way Green as a local park
and garden facility.

PG4 Continue to support the provision of new parkland in the areas of major
growth.

PG5 Rural: focus on the existing provision of parks and gardens and pocket
parks to ensure formalised facilities (play areas, benches, pathways)
are available where appropriate.

PG6 Seek to achieve the 80% quality aspiration for all parks and gardens.

PG7 Consider simultaneously working towards the green flag awards for
parks – a national benchmark of quality.

PG8 East Carlton Country Park is a good practice site of high quality and
providing a wide range of facilities.  This should be considered a
benchmark for future provision of more naturalised parks.

PG9 Prioritise quality and access improvements to those sites that currently
score lowest, Coronation Park (access), West Glebe Park and Colyers
Avenue Park (quality).

PG10 Further improve Thoroughsale Woods as a strategic park and garden
site.

PG11 Produce an action plan for the protection, development and
improvement of parks and gardens within Corby, prioritising those
areas outlined in the specific recommendations above. This should
include realistic actions with an indicative timeframe and should involve
all partners and providers.
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Natural and Semi Natural Open Space

Standards

• Quantity Standard • 1.6 ha per 1,000 population – URBAN

• 4.10ha per 1000 population – RURAL
(protection)

• A minimum of one pocket park (or
equivalent) in each rural village -
RURAL

• Accessibility Standard • 15 minute walk (720m)

• Quality Vision • A spacious, adequately lit and clean and
litter free site with clear pathways and
natural features that encourages wildlife
conservation, biodiversity and
environmental education and
awareness. Management of local sites
should involve the community if at all
possible and a ranger presence should
be encouraged to embrace community
safety.

• Quality Benchmark • 76%

Key issues and actions

XIV) Consultations suggest that there is a good level of provision of natural and semi-
natural open space.  Similarly there were more respondents to the household
questionnaire who felt that the existing level of provision was ‘about right/more than
enough’ than those who felt that there is ‘nearly enough/not enough’

XV) The provision of pocket parks within Corby is an important element of the natural
and semi-natural provision and the local standard of one pocket park or equivalent is
met.

XVI) There is a good distribution of natural and semi-natural open space across the
borough. There are however, issues over quality and accessibility at certain sites
which need to be considered as a priority to enhance the overall provision.

XVII) The quantity standard has been purposefully developed to ensure the existing
provision of natural open space throughout both urban and rural Corby is protected
and hence there is a high value placed on all natural open space.

Recommendations

NSN1 Protect and enhance all areas of natural and semi natural open space.

NSN2 Improvements to the entrance and access pathways through existing
sites should be considered a priority.  This is a high priority for existing
high value sites but these should also be considered for sites of visual 
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amenity where improved access may increase usage

NSN3 Seek to achieve the 76% quality benchmarking standard for all natural
and semi-natural sites.

NSN4 Focus on the safety and security of all sites, particularly Kingswood
LNR and Great Oakley Meadow LNR.

NSN6 Protect and further enhance the pocket park provision in Corby
borough.

Amenity Green Space

Standards

• Quantity Standard • 1.51 ha per 1,000 population – URBAN

• 0.37ha per 1,000 population - RURAL

• Accessibility
Standard

• 5 walk time (240m)

• Quality Vision • A clean and well-maintained greenspace
site with well-kept grass, easily accessible
with clearly marked footpaths and big
enough to encourage informal play. Site
should have appropriate ancillary
accommodation (benches, dog bins etc)
and landscaping in the right places
providing a spacious outlook and overall
enhancing the appearance of the local
environment.

• Quality Benchmark • 76%

Key actions and issues

XVIII) The main quality issues with amenity greenspace tend to be with anti social
behaviour and dog fouling on sites.

XIX) Respondents to the household questionnaire indicated a fairly even split between
respondents who felt that there is too much and respondents who felt that there is
not enough.

XX) The quantity standard is set at the current level of provision in the urban area and
rural area and the accessibility standard is set at 5 minutes to reflect the fact that it is
a localised facility.

XXI) The level of provision of amenity greenspace sites is relatively high compared with
other authorities and there is some clustering of amenity greenspace catchments,
suggesting an over provision in some areas.

XXII) On the whole, however, sites are generally considered to be highly valued.
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Recommendations

AGS1 Protect and enhance amenity greenspace sites that are of high value

AGS2 Seek to achieve the 76% quality benchmark standard

AGS3 Prioritise for improvements those sites that have a high usage but
lower than average quality or access scores

AGS4 Consider those sites with a low usage rating and those sites that have
not been rated for usage for improvements, re-designation or disposal.  

AGS 5 Ensure that amenity green space provision is considered in relation to
new developments. The Council should ensure that the area is large
enough to provide informal recreational value as well as aesthetic
value within the new development.

Children and Young People

Standards

• Quantity Standard: • 0.8 play areas per 1,000 population
– CHILDREN

• 0.35 play areas per 1000 population
– YOUNG PEOPLE/TEENAGERS

• Accessibility Standard: • 8 minute walk (380metres) –
CHILDREN

• 10 minute walk (480 metres) –
YOUNG PEOPLE/ TEENAGERS

• Quality Vision: • CHILDREN - A site providing a mix
of well-maintained formal equipment
and enriched play environment in a
safe and secure convenient location
close to housing.  The site should be
clean, litter and dog free and include
areas for more informal play and
seating for adults. Security measures
such as a warden presence and
CCTV should be considered where
appropriate.  Maintenance and
Safety assessment regime should be
continued

• YOUNG PEOPLE/ TEENAGERS - A
site providing a robust yet
imaginative play environment for
older children in a safe and secure
location that promotes a sense of
ownership.  The site should include 
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clean, litter and dog free areas for
more informal play. An occasional
Warden presence is to be
encouraged and CCTV should be
used at all sites. Maintenance and
Safety assessment regime should be
continued.

• Quality Benchmark: • 70%

Key actions and issues

XXIII) There is a rolling programme of improvements underway on play areas and sites are
regularly maintained.  All sites have been DDA assessed and meet the required
standards.

XXIV) Youth culture and misuse of sites is a big issue for children and young people
facilities.

XXV) Within the audit children and young people facilities have been split to focus on
facilities for children and for facilities for young people/teenagers.  The facilities
included within the young people/teenage section are also suitable for all ages.

XXVI) The consultation suggested a need for additional children and young people
facilities, particularly young people facilities.

XXVII) The application of the accessibility standard indicate a good spatial distribution of
play areas.  The distribution of young people and teenage facilities provides more
areas of deficiency but it is not expected that the same level of coverage should be
provided.  Action should be taken to address some areas of deficiency.

XXVIII) A number of the play areas and facilities for young people/teenagers meet the 70%
quality standard and sites are well used indicating a high value.

Recommendations

CYP1 Protect the existing level of provision of play areas 

CYP2 Rural: Prioritise Stanion Play Area for improvements to reflect its status
as the only play area within the large village or consider additional
provision to the west of the village

CYP3 Urban: improve access to facilities in central Corby through: improving
access to Thoroughsale Woods or considering additional children’s
play provision at Studfall Avenue Greenspace (Site ID 1034)

CYP4 Urban: consider the suitability of Home Farm Close Green (Site ID
1106) for provision of a play area

CYP5 Urban: improve access and functionality of Danesholme Recreation
Ground

CYP6 Urban: consider the provision of young people/teenage facilities within
Thoroughsale Woods (Site Id 1040)
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CYP7 Rural: provide less intrusive facilities for young people such as a
teenage shelter or ball wall within the rural villages that do not have
access to young people facilities

CYP8 Continue to support the improvement and maintenance programme for
plays areas

CYP9 Seek to achieve the 70% quality standard for children and young
people/teenagers

CYP10 Prioritise those sites that have an ‘often’ or ‘low’ usage rating for
improvements where required

Outdoor Sports Facilities

• Quantity Standard: • 1.8 ha per 1,000 population (excluding
golf courses)

• Accessibility
Standard:

• 15 minutes walk (720 metres)

• Quality Vision: • A well-planned, clean, litter and dog
fouling free sports facility site, with
level and well-drained good quality
surfaces, appropriate good quality
ancillary accommodation, toilets and
car parking. The site should have
appropriate management ensuring
community safety.

• Quality Benchmark: • 80%

XXIX) The Playing Pitch Strategy undertaken for Northamptonshire in 2002, indicated that
Corby has a shortfall of 9.1 junior pitches, a surplus of 9.2 adult pitches, a surplus of
6.7 cricket pitches and 1.8 rugby pitches. Corby has two synthetic turf pitches, which
currently meet the needs of the teams playing in Corby. There is a surplus of rugby
pitches and a small undersupply of cricket pitches. All surpluses are projected to
decrease and shortfalls to increase owing to the projected increase in population.
The main development recommendations were for pitch improvements and ancillary
accommodation provision.

XXX) Overall opinion from the household questionnaire leaned towards there being not
enough provision of outdoor sports facilities 30% ‘more than enough/about right’ and
60% ‘nearly enough/not enough’.  

XXXI) The standard for outdoor sports facilities has been set lower than the existing level of
provision on the basis that this includes school pitches, which on the whole are not
currently accessible to the public and other pitches which may not be in full
community use.
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XXXII) There were serious concerns with the quality and provision of ancillary facilities,
particularly with vandalism on a number of sites.  Improvements at West Glebe Park
and new provision at Oakley Vale are hoped to resolve this issue.

XXXIII) There are no significant accessibility deficiencies identified and the standard has
been set at a walk time rather than a drive time ensuring all expectations can be
met.  It should be noted however that the accessibility catchments include school
pitches, for which greater access to the public should be considered where
appropriate.  In addition, there are a wide range of outdoors sports facilities included
within this category (eg bowling greens, tennis courts, football pitches etc).  

OSF1 Protect and enhance the existing level of provision and consider re-
organisation of pitches within the existing level of provision to address
Playing Pitch Strategy recommendations

OSF2 Encourage dual use of school facilities where possible

OS3 Seek to achieve the 80% quality aspiration for all outdoor sports
facilities.

OSF4 Prioritise for improvement, those sites that have a high usage but have
quality or access issues and prioritise all low quality sites

OSF5 Consider the demand for Coronation Park bowling green in its current
use and determine whether improvements or re-designation as another
open space type are more appropriate

OSF6 Continue to address the findings of the Playing Pitch Strategy,
particularly pitch improvements and improvements to ancillary
accommodation.

Indoor Sports Facilities

XXXIV) A quality vision for all outdoor sports facilities has been set:
“A clean and well-maintained indoor sports facility that provides a wide range of
indoor sports facilities and activities.  Indoor sports facilities should provide adequate
changing facilities, car-parking, welcoming staff and ease of booking.”

XXXV) There is a shortfall in sports hall provision across Corby and current provision (when
looking only at sports halls of 3 courts and above) does not meet the local
quantitative standard.  Community centres play an important role in alleviating this
deficiency.

XXXVI) The consultation undertaken indicates that there is a quantitative undersupply of
sports and specific locational deficiencies were identified. Opportunities to improve
the access to existing facilities were highlighted.  

XXXVII) There is no accessibility deficiency identified although demand may be high at
the facilities identified within Corby (Lodge Park Sports Centre and Brooke Weston
City Technical College).

XXXVIII) Corby Pool is the only public pool within the Borough. The only other supply is a
private pool within a private health club and has limited access.
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XXXIX) There is a small undersupply of swimming pool space that has been identified within
the borough of Corby, which increases when projecting this forward.  

XL) Plans for the town centre regeneration will be able to address future swimming pool
provision needs with the planned expansion and improvement to Corby Swimming
Pool.

XLI) There is an undersupply of health and fitness facilities within Corby. However,
planned facilities and large facilities such as Harborough Leisure Centre, a
commutable distance from Corby can help reduce the shortfall.

XLII) There is a general public satisfaction with the quantity, quality and accessibility of
health and fitness facilities.

Allotments

• Quantity Standard: • 0.15 ha per 1,000 population

• Accessibility
Standard:

• 15 minute walk (720m)

• Quality Vision: • A clean and well-kept site that
encourages sustainable development,
bio-diversity, healthy living and
education objectives with appropriate
ancillary facilities to meet local needs,
clearly marked pathways and level
allotment plots with good drainage.
The site should be spacious providing
appropriate lighting and security
Management of local sites should
involve the community if at all
possible.

• Quality Benchmark: • 70%

Key Issues and Actions

XLIII) There are nine allotment sites throughout Corby with varying levels of use and
quality. The allotments are a mixture of Council managed and privately owned sites.
This supply is of mixed quality and the usage of the majority of allotment sites is not
significant which suggests current demand is low.

XLIV) There is no quantitative deficiency on a borough wide level. However, urban Corby
has a supply below that of the minimum standard. The rural area of Corby have a
provision of allotments which is well over the minimum quantity standard.

XLV) There are significant areas of accessibility deficiency across Corby. These
deficiencies are notably within the south of urban Corby and in the settlements of
Rockingham and Stanion within the rural area.

XLVI) However allotments are a demand-led open space type i.e. there is no real point in
providing allotments in these areas if there is no demand for them.
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XLVII) Therefore it is recommended further investigation be undertaken into the demand for
allotments specifically in these areas and across the borough.

ALLOT1 Seek to achieve the 70% quality standard at all allotment sites.

ALLOT2 Consider further demand analysis to assess whether there is an unmet
demand in the south of Corby and in the rural area.

ALLOT3 Protect those sites that are of high value and quality.

ALLOT4 Promote the use of allotments on a borough-wide basis highlighting the
benefits to health and education.

ALLOT5 Consider improvements and promotion of allotments to increase the
value of the low usage allotments or alternatively consider re-
designation or disposal of these sites.

Cemeteries and Churchyards

• Quantity Standard: • None Set (as recommended by
PPG17)

• Accessibility
Standard:

• None set (as recommended by
PPG17)

• Quality Vision: • A well-maintained, clean site with
long-term burial capacity, provision of
seating areas, clear pathways and
varied vegetation and landscaping
that provides a sanctuary for wildlife
and people in areas devoid of
greenspace and one that
encompasses bio-diversity. The site
must have a well defined boundary to
discourage misuse

• Quality Benchmark: • 76%

Key Issues and Recommendations

XLVIII) Cemeteries and churchyards can be a significant open space provider in some areas
particularly in rural areas. In other areas they can represent a relatively minor
resource in terms of the land, but are able to provide areas of nature conservation
importance and are often among the few areas of greenspace where the local
community is able to have some contact with the natural world.

XLIX) In general the quality of sites is good. However, the minor concerns are over the
maintenance access to some sites.

L) Shire Lodge (Site ID 1002), provide the local benchmarks of quality provision across
both local authority areas.
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LI) The main issues, although minor, linked to access to the sites was the lack of
signage and information and the visibility of the entrance, which will need addressing
on a site by site basis.

Green Corridors

LII) PPG17 highlights that there is no sensible way of stating a provision standard in
terms of quantity or accessibility for green corridors. It is therefore inappropriate to
make any statements regarding areas of deficiency or need. Quality is however
important and a vision for green corridors in Corby has been developed:

“A clean, well-maintained, safe and secure corridor reinforced by well kept natural
vegetation with clear, level and well maintained pathways that are well signed and
provides ancillary facilities such as bins and seating in appropriate places.”

LIII) Green corridors provide opportunities close to peoples homes for informal
recreation, particularly walking and cycling, as part of every day routines, for
example, travel to work or shops. The development of a linked green corridor
network will help to provide opportunities for informal recreation and improve the
health and well-being of the local community.

LIV) Future development needs to encompass linkage provision between large areas of
open space, create opportunities to develop the green corridor network and utilise
potential development sites such as dismantled railway lines and cross country
nature trails that already exist across Corby. It is essential that this strategy is used
in conjunction with the Green Infrastructure Framework. 

Planning and Implementation

LV) This open space sport and recreation study is an invaluable tool in the formulation
and implementation of planning policies.  This relates to both the protection and
enhancing of existing open space and the framework for developing planning
obligations.

LVI) The study provides the tools in which the value of an open space can be assessed
on a site by site basis, as and when a development proposal is submitted for an
existing piece of open space.  Similarly, this approach can be the basis for
determining what type of open space provision is appropriate to be provided within a
housing development.  The study also allows a broad area analysis that aids
decisions in terms of priority areas and areas of over provision.

LVII) The use of a standard formula for open space provision in new housing
developments will greatly aid the negotiation process and provide a transparent
approach in line with Circular 05/2005. 

LVIII) There are many other factors to consider in administering planning obligations such
as determining occupancy rates, costings and on versus off site provision.  The
Council’s approach should be set out clearly within a Supplementary Planning
Document. Maintenance sums are also an important element of open space
provision.

LIX) It is not considered reasonable to expect maintenance in perpetuity, however the
authorities reviewed are requiring between 10 and 20 years maintenance.

LX) Recommendations for future policy development set out within the study include:
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PLAN1 Use the methodology provided for the application of the study for site-
by-site proposals and informing policies in the LDF 

PLAN2 Use the overarching framework of quantity and accessibility in
conjunction with the quality standard/assessment to inform policy
decisions, particularly the application of planning contributions

PLAN3 Redraft existing policies to take account of local standards, the
evidence base of all existing sites, the local needs assessment and
specific typology recommendations

PLAN4 Publish Supplementary Planning Document on open space provision in
new developments, using the recommendations of the open space
assessment and planning overview.  In particular consider:

- the use of a flow diagram for determining the process for
planning contributions

- the use of a formula devise a matrix providing thresholds for on
versus off site provision 

- set up the use of pooled funds with clear administrative
boundaries that ensure it is related to the development

- set out maintenance (commuted sums) required and the period of
time that they are required for


