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Local Plan Committee 10th January 2018
 

 Open Space, Sports and Recreational Facilities Assessment 

 
SYNOPSIS 

The purpose of this report is to present the findings of the Open Space, Sports and 
Recreational Facilities Assessment and to publish the report as background evidence to 

inform future policy development 

1. Relevant Background Details 

1.1 The National Planning Policy Framework requires that Local Plans should meet objectively 
assessed need and positively seek to meet the development needs of an area. Specifically, 
planning policies for open spaces and sports and recreation should be based on robust and 
up to date assessments of the needs for open space, sports and recreation facilities and 
opportunities for new provisions. 

1.2 The information from these assessments will ensure that the value of open space, sports 
and recreational facilities is afforded due weight in plan making and development 
management decision making processes. It will also frame the priorities for future investment 
and the continued development of the open space, sport and recreational infrastructure 
across the borough. 

1.3 In view of the importance and complexity of carrying out an assessment of open spaces and 
sports facilities, consultants KKP were commissioned to produce an open space, sport and 
recreational facilities assessment, in line with the requirements of the National Planning 
Policy Framework and Sport England’s guidance and any current best practice of relevance. 
The assessment provides an update to the 2006 Open Space, Sport and Recreational 
Facilities Audit and Assessment and 2014 Sports Facilities Strategy and Playing Pitch 
Strategy. 

1.4 The open space, sports and recreational facilities assessment consist of three interrelated 
components: 

 Open Space Strategy 
 Playing Pitch Strategy and Action Plan 
 Indoor and Built Facilities Strategy 

1.5 Due to the size of the assessment a hard copy is available to view in the Members Room or 
on request to the Local Plan team. It will also be available to view online as part of the 
consultation on the Local Plan in the near future.   

2. Detail 

2.1 The findings centre on an assessment of the quantity, quality and accessibility of open 
spaces, sport and recreational facilities.  

2.2 Consultants KKP will present the findings of the open space, sports and recreational facilities 
assessment to all members during a special briefing prior to this meeting, however a 
summary of the key findings are provided: 

Open Space Strategy 

2.3 There is sufficient provision for both amenity green space and parks and gardens. However 
there are shortfalls for natural and semi-natural green space and children and young people 
provision. 
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2.4 Generally it found that there is a good level of quality across all open spaces types in the 
Borough. Proportionally, allotments score particularly well. 

2.5 Coverage of open space is relatively comprehensive but there are gaps in provision for 
certain types of open space in the south and north of the town. However any shortfall is 
mitigated by existing open spaces that perform a dual function and purpose.  

2.6 It is recommended that open spaces should be protected, especially those with potential to 
serve an area lacking in provision and ensure that low quality sites are prioritised for 
investment. A further recommendation is that the Council looks to connect open spaces to 
the green infrastructure network as well as other open spaces within close proximity, to 
create links between urban areas and accessible open space. 

Playing Pitch Strategy and Action Plan 

2.7 Quantitatively there is sufficient provision to meet demand for 3G football, hockey, Gaelic 
football, bowling, netball, athletics and golf. There is a shortfall now or in the future for adult 
football, youth football, cricket, rugby and for Corby Tennis Centre to be provided with more 
courts. 

2.8 The overall quality of outdoor sports facilities was mixed with 29% rated as ‘good’, 49% rated 
as ‘standard’ and 22% rated as ‘poor’ quality.  

2.9 Access to outdoor sports facilities is provided in some cases through school, commercial 
and private sites to provide a reasonable level of accessibility. Some of these access 
arrangements are not secured through formalised agreements.  

Indoor and Built Facilities Strategy 

2.10 Quantitatively there is sufficient provision to meet current demand for sports hall, swimming 
pools, health and fitness suites, gymnastics, athletics and indoor tennis. Corby also hosts a 
range of other popular sports including boxing, BMX cycling, table tennis, MMA and skating. 
There is an undersupply for future demand for sports halls and health and fitness suites and 
Corby has no provision for squash.  

2.11 The overall quality of provision is generally good or above average. Lodge Park Sports 
Centre is the only facility rated as below average but the assessment recognises proposals 
for refurbishment.  

2.12 Site assessments indicate that access to indoor and built facilities is reasonable although 
access to educational establishments varies significantly and the strong presence of indoor 
football reportedly constrains other sports. 

3. Options to be considered  

3.1 No alternative options have been considered. A robust and up-to-date assessment is 
required to inform the Local Plan and responses to individual applications for planning 
consent. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 

Policy Priorities  

The open space, sports and recreational facilities assessment will form a vital part of the 
evidence base to the Local Plan. The Local Plan provides a spatial expression of the 
Corporate Plan. Key objectives of the Corporate Plan include ‘Creating a healthier and safer 
environment to improve the quality of life across the Borough’ and ‘Making Corby cleaner 
and greener and leading the way in tackling Climate Change’. 

The assessment will also inform the Councils strategies on parks, open spaces, recreation, 
play facilities, allotments and cemeteries. 

Financial  

None directly linked to this report 
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Legal 

None directly linked to this report 

Human Rights and Community Safety  

None directly linked to this report 

Equalities 

The open space, sports and recreational facilities assessment and subsequent decisions 
relating to provision will seek to ensure that supply reflects demand requirements from all 
sections of the community.  

Sustainability 

The provision of an adequate supply of open space, sports and recreational facilities close to 
people’s homes, is a key element of sustainable communities. 

Best Value 

None directly linked to this report 

Risks 

The open space, sports and recreational facilities assessment has been prepared in 
accordance with national government  policy and the data used has been impartially 
collected and recommendations made by consultants who have an excellent reputation in 
this field. Its development has been guided by consultation with council officers, external 
agencies and members of the public. 

5. Conclusion 

5.1 The open space, sports and recreational assessment will be used to inform the 
implementation of the Joint Core Strategy and preparation of the Part 2 Local Plan. In 
addition the work will be used by the Councils Culture and Leisure department and other 
Council departments, in partnership with landowners, clubs, facility owners etc to deliver 
recommendations and actions set out within the assessment, which may include supporting 
bids for funding for projects.  

6. Recommendation 

6.1 It is recommended that Members endorse the findings of the assessment and also the 
publication of the reports as an evidence base to assist future policy development.  

Background Papers 

Assessing needs and opportunities guide for indoor and outdoor sports facilities (July 2014) 
Sport England 

External Consultations 

Consultation with key stakeholders has been carried out as part of the work to develop the 
open space, sports and recreational facilities assessment, including a range of sports clubs 
and operators. This consultation also involved Sport England and national governing bodies 
for a variety of sports.  

List of Appendices 

None 

Officers to Contact 

Terry Begley 

Principal Planner Local Plans Ext 3185. 
 


