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Grants Committee 9th December 2020  

 

One Corby Grants 

 

SYNOPSIS 

To update Members on the Core and Devolved organisations, grant funding and the Resilience 
Hub work.  

1. Relevant Background Details 

Corby Borough Council currently grant funds, Core and Devolved organisations whose 
activities support the community. The Core and Devolved organisations are reviewed every 
five years with grant funding agreed annually, subject to the Council’s agreed budget. 

This report is to update the Grant Committee on the Core and Devolved Organisations, funding 
provided during the COVID – 19 pandemic and the ongoing Resilience Hub work being 
undertaken.  

2. Report 

(i) Devolved Community Centres  

Monitoring information is being collected for the release of the 2nd grant payment for Devolved 
Community Centres. Community Centres had to close again due to the current Government 
restrictions only being allowed to open for access to support groups for vulnerable adults and 
children.  

Community facilities are due to open again on the 3rd December and will follow the latest 
Government Guidance provided to ensure they can open safely.  

The Autumn Centre re-opened on Monday 23rd November after advice they received 
confirming the services, they provided was supporting vulnerable adults and they could open 
on restricted numbers attending the centre.  

During the closure of community centres, statutory safety checks have continued in all the 
facilities. 

(ii) Core Organisations  

Monitoring information has been requested from Core organisations and once received the 
2nd grant payment will be released.  

Corby Voluntary and Community Services (CVCS) are now submitting monthly monitoring 
information due to concerns over performance. Further detail and supporting evidence on the 
information provided against each outcome has been requested. All the board members are 
now copied into any correspondence from Council Officers regarding the CVCS as requested 
by the Board.  

The Core at Corby Theatre has been successful in their bid to the Cultural Recovery Fund and 
received the full amount requested of £198,776. They still have a long road to recovery ahead 
and possibly restricted audience numbers when re-opening, but the funding is a boost towards 
their recovery plans. The Royal and Derngate has also been successful with its Culture 
Recovery Fund bid which is welcome news for the Core by association.  
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(iii)  Emergency Grant Applications   

Following the Government’s announcement that they would not be funding Free School Meals 
during the school holiday, Corby Borough Council in partnership with The Autumn Centre 
funded and organised free hot and cold meals throughout the October Half Term week.  

The cost for providing the meals and covering the Autumn Centre staff time for the week was 
£2,000 and the funding was agreed under delegated authority by the Grants Committee and 
Head of Service Culture and Leisure. The initiative was extremely successful with 700 meals 
were provided.    

(iv) One Off Grant Funding  

The monitoring information received so far for the One-Off Grants funding has been collated 
into a booklet to show how the funding was spent and the difference it has made to the 
community. The booklet is attached as appendix 1   

Despite several requests, very little monitoring information has been received so far, such as 
copy invoices, from the Carnival Committee for the grant of £4,000 for a bespoke aluminium 
court carnival float. If this is not provided the Council will be requesting the grant to be returned 

Corby Street pastors received 4K for supporting people who are on a night out, especially in 
the Old Village area, in the evening and weekends with footwear, blankets, training etc. 
Despite numerous attempts to contact the applicant for monitoring information nothing has 
been received if this is not provided the grant will be requested to be returned.     

(v) DEFRA Funding  

There has been grant funding of £310,000 awarded to the County for eligible projects that help 
and supports people struggling to afford food and other essentials due to COVID-19. The 
Grants for the North are being administrated by the Daylight Centre in Wellingborough and 
the Northampton Hope Centre in the West with support from representatives from each Local 
Authority.  

The funding has two rounds of grants up to £5k and there will be a further round where 
organisations can apply for a larger grant up to £25k. Corby organisations that have received 
funding are.  

• The Autumn Centre - £5,000  
Funding to support older residents with food and toiletries  

• Citizens Advice - £4,700 
To purchase laptops to enable additional trained volunteers to support residents with 
financial and other advice.  

• Homestart - £5,000 
To support families with young children with cooking utensils, food and toiletries.     

• Salvation Army, Corby and Kettering - £3,500 
To support residents with food packages  

(vi) Resilience Hub  

The Community Development Team continue to work with colleagues and the Countywide 
Resilience Hub making sure that those most in need of food, prescription collection or welfare 
calls are getting the assistance they require. When the guidance was relaxed there was a drop 
in the number of residents requiring any support with only a few still requesting assistance. 
Since the 5th November and the current Government guidance for self-isolating there has been 
an increase to 26 residents contacting the helpline for support in Corby.  
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 (a) Small, Arts and Health and Wellbeing Grants  

There are two applications for Members to consider: These are from Deep Root Tall Trees 
and Newspaper for the blind they are attached as appendix 2 and 3.  

Issues to be taken into account:- 

Policy Priorities 

The Council’s One Corby Corporate Plan includes improving Health and Wellbeing and 
reducing health and social inequalities, reducing anti-social behaviour in supporting safer 
stronger communities and continuing with the regeneration within the Borough.   

Financial 

Following those successful applicants there is now £6,307 remaining in the small grants 
budget. 

Risk  

The closure of core and devolved facilities due to COVID-19 has impacted on the financial 
status of each organisation. Management Committees are concerned on the viability of the 
organisation going forward.   

Legal 

There are Service Level Agreements in place for Core and Devolved grant funded 
organisations which are reviewed annually.   

Performance Information 

All Core and Devolved Organisations are required to provide to the Council details of 
performance twice a year or more if requested. As part of the grant monitoring, all grant funded 
organisations are requested to submit their annual accounts. This identifies the income and 
expenditure of each organisation and if there are any concerns the Council has in the past 
asked for monthly monitoring.   

Best Value 

The Council’s policy on devolving facilities and services to the local community where possible 
is in line with the principles of best value.  

Equalities  

Organisations are required to adopt an equal opportunities policy or have an equality 
statement. All projects supported must not discriminate or refuse participation to any members 
of the community.     

Human Rights 

Not applicable to this report. 

Sustainability 

The grants awarded are provided to support sustainable work within the Corby Community.   

Community Safety 

All organisations assist in supporting community safety initiatives. 

3. Conclusion 

COVID-19 restrictions which has caused many facilities to close twice and the uncertainty of 
any further restrictions is a pressure on the sustainability of all organisations. The Council has 
continued to support organisations by releasing funding early at the start of the pandemic and 
Officers are in contact with organisations requiring assistance to make facilities COVID secure.  
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Where possible many organisations along with The Council have had to adapt to new ways of 
working to deliver services and many have supported residents throughout the pandemic.  

As restrictions are once again eased and facilities can re-open in line with Government 
guidance the financial and staffing pressures and therefore the sustainability of each 
organisation is unknown and will need to be monitored.   

4. Recommendations 

Members are requested to note the report and support the recommendation for the two grant 
applications.    

Background Papers 

Application forms for grants 

External Consultations 

The Strategic Oversight Board for DEFRA grant funding  

List of Appendices 

Application for Deep Root Tall Trees   

Application for Newspaper for the Blind 

Wards  

All  

Officer to Contact 

Julie McKinnon, Principal Leisure Officer, Telephone 01536 464043 

Lyndsey Rose Community Development Officer, Telephone 01536 464144 

Carol Marshall, Community Development Officer, Telephone 01536 464018 

 


