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Grants Committee 9th September 2020  

 

One Corby Grants 

 

SYNOPSIS 

To update Members on the Core and Devolved organisations, grants awarded and pending 
grants for a decision.  

 
1. Relevant Background Details 

 
Corby Borough Council currently grant funds, Core and Devolved organisations whose 
activities support the community. The Core and Devolved organisations are reviewed every 
five years with grant funding agreed annually, subject to the Council’s agreed budget. 
 
This report is to update the Grant Committee on the Core and Devolved Organisations, re-
opening plans and the funding provided during the COVID – 19 pandemic where help and 
guidance has been provided to community facilities with advice on shutdown and re-opening 
facilities safely. 
 
Working alongside other staff, the Community Development Team since March have been 
leading on the community resilience work within the Borough, ensuring those that are self-
isolating due to Covid-19 have been supported. 400 residents have so far contacted the 
support line with requests for weekly shopping, prescription deliveries and keep in touch calls.  
 
The team have been co-ordinating a large number of volunteers to help, consisting of 
members of the public, staff and Councillors as well as working closely with Corby Food Bank 
and the pop up group,, Helping Hands Corby, who have used Hazelwood Neighbourhood 
Centre to distribute over 700 food parcels.    
 

2. Report 
 

(i) Devolved Community Centres  
 

All Devolved Community Centres received their 1st half of their annual Grant Payment before 
all the monitoring was received for last financial year, this was agreed to be released earlier 
to relieve some financial pressure during the pandemic. Monitoring documents and financial 
accounts are now being submitted for the end of 2019/20 and the monitoring documents for 
April – September 2020 will be required to release the 2nd half of the grant payment.   
 
As the restrictions regarding using community facilities are being eased by Government, the 
Centre Managers/Caretakers are looking at the guidance Corby Borough Council and the 
Government have provided to ensure they can open community facilities safely.  
 
Danesholme and Kingswood Community Centres have re-opened with limited bookings, some 
other community centres are aiming to open in September but there are some management 
committees still considering the best time to open due to the measures required to be in place. 
Community Development Officers will continue to work with all the community centres to 
ensure they have the correct procedures in place.  
 
During the closure of community centres, statutory safety checks have continued on all the 
facilities and a conditions survey has been completed on each centre. 

Open Decision Item 
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(ii) Core Organisations  
 
All Core Organisations have received their 1st Grant payment, as with the devolved centres 
this was released early to assist with any financial pressures during the pandemic and 
requests for monitoring documents is ongoing.  
 
There has been ongoing correspondence between Council Officers and the Corby Voluntary 
and Community Services (CVCS) regarding concern over their service performance and 
delivery and also regarding agreeing outputs and outcomes expected this financial year. 
  
Monthly monitoring of their service delivery with evidence to support the monitoring documents 
has been requested. A further update will be provided at the Grants Committee as to progress 
with resolving the current difficulties.  
 
The Core at Corby Theatre cannot yet open for live performances, this has put a strain on the 
Core Theatre finances as there is no confirmed date yet for theatres being allowed to open 
with performances. The Arts Council has released grant funding for Theatres to apply to for 
financial support and the Core Theatre Board are looking to submit an application.  
 
(iii)  Emergency Grant Applications   
 
At the start of the Covid -19 crisis it was agreed to use delegated authority to provide 
emergency grant funding up to £250, utilising the small grants budget, to community 
organisations assisting those most in need. The following grants have been allocated;   
 

 Corby Foodbank £250 towards issuing food to those in need and for delivering food to 
those who are self-isolating. 
 

 The Autumn Centre £250 towards companion calls, picking up prescriptions and 
delivering food parcels. Whilst also uploading exercise sessions and quizzes onto 
Facebook. The Centre were also delivering colouring books and crosswords to 
members living with Dementia. 

 

 Corby Radio £250 towards providing local information during lockdown and providing 
details about how to go about finding information. 
 

 Corby Community Arts £180 for fuel/transport and postage towards running a project 
called Patchwork Pals to engage some of our older isolated residents in their own 
homes and at Swan Gardens. The individual items created will be used as part of a 
collective hanging when finished.  

 

 Living Faith International Ministries £250 towards buying food and distributing food 
parcels to vulnerable people and those self-isolating in our community from the 
Connaughty Centre. 
 

 St John Ambulance £250 towards remote training helping children know basic first aid 
skills, they can use these skills to help people in need throughout their lives, ranging 
from a small cut to a heart attack.  

 

 Corby Nightlight £250 towards supporting former Homeless and Rough Sleepers, 
together with those experiencing food poverty. Working in liaison with ENCS, Corby 
Homeless Project and the Rough Sleeper Outreach Worker.  

 



3 
0016 

i-Learn Smart Start were awarded £250 for checking on any vulnerable family, elders, friends 
and neighbours identified by them and partner organisations to see if they need anything from 
the shops, a prescription collected or support with food.  
 
However due to some issues arising around use of the grant, the organisation was asked to 
return the full grant amount. Despite numerous attempts by the Council, no contact or 
communication has been received from the organisation. Legal advice has been sought. 
 
(a) Small, Arts and Health and Wellbeing Grants  
 
There was one small grant awarded by delegated authority to Children and Young People 
Summer Activity Programme – I Matter Too/Changing Lanes, for £168.  
 
The funding supports the hire of West Glebe in the summer holidays to hold an event for 
children and young people who are impacted by another person’s substance misuse, the aim 
is to build relationships and resilience with children and young people by looking at a number 
of themes.  
 
These themes include emotions and feeling, addiction and habits, support networks, 
relationships and building aspirations and self-esteem. These themes are incorporated into 
fun activities which allow the children and young people to enjoy themselves and not feel the 
burden of their own experiences and lives for a short time.  
 
There are a further two applications for Members to consider:  
 
These are from the Scout Group Priors Hall for new sessions at Priors Hall Park Community 
Centre and the Outside Adventure for Families. The applications are attached as appendix 1 
and 2.  
 
Issues to be taken into account:- 
 
Policy Priorities 
The Council’s One Corby Corporate Plan includes improving Health and Wellbeing and 
reducing health and social inequalities, reducing anti-social behaviour in supporting safer 
stronger communities and continuing with the regeneration within the Borough.   
 
Financial 
Following those successful applicants there is now £7,902 remaining in the small grants 
budget. 
 
Risk  
There is nervousness from some of the management committees regarding opening the 
community centres while COVID – 19 is still a risk, while a few have opened most are a bit 
more hesitant to do so. This and the closure of centres from March will undoubtedly create 
pressures on sustainability of some organisations.  
 
Legal 
There are Service Level Agreements in place for Core and Devolved grant funded 
organisations which are reviewed annually.   
 
Performance Information 
All Core and Devolved Organisations are required to provide to the Council details of 
performance twice a year or more if requested. As part of the grant monitoring, all grant funded 
organisations are requested to submit their annual accounts. This identifies the income and 
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expenditure of each organisation and if there are any financial concerns. The Council has in 
the past asked for monthly monitoring to be submitted.    
 
Best Value 
The Council’s policy on devolving facilities and services to the local community where possible 
is in line with the principles of best value.  
 
Equalities  
Organisations are required to adopt an equal opportunities policy or have an equality 
statement. All projects supported must not discriminate or refuse participation to any members 
of the community.     
 
Human Rights 
Not applicable to this report. 
 
Sustainability 
The grants awarded are provided to support sustainable work within the Corby Community.   
 
Community Safety 
All organisations assist in supporting community safety initiatives. 
 

3. Conclusion 
 
The past 5 – 6 months has meant considerable changes for everyone with the sudden Covid 
-19 shutdown. The Council quickly adapted its working arrangements to ensure essential 
services continued and new services such as the community resilience was in place to support 
those most in need within our community. This work continues with over 400 residents so far 
supported.    
 
An emergency grant scheme with a simple criteria and application form was put in place early 
on to assist organisations that are helping those that are vulnerable within our community. 
Seven organisations have benefited from this as detailed within the report.   
 
As government restrictions are slowly eased, organisations and devolved community centres 
are re-opening. The number of people allowed in community facilities at any one time is 
restricted according to the size of the building. Restrictions on usage and bookings and less 
income has increased pressure on facilities maintaining their sustainability during this difficult 
time. This is being monitored closely over coming months.    
 

4. Recommendations 
 

Members are requested to note the report and support the recommendation for the two small 
grants applications.    
 
Background Papers 
 
Application forms for grants 
Criteria for Emergency Grants  
  
External Consultations 
 
None for this report  
 
List of Appendices 

Application for Scouts Group Priors Hall   
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Application for the Outside Adventure for Families  

 

 

Wards  

All  

Officer to Contact 

Julie McKinnon, Principal Leisure Officer, Telephone 01536 464043 

Lyndsey Rose Community Development Officer, Telephone 01536 464144 

Carol Marshall, Community Development Officer Telephone 464018 

 


