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Local Plan Committee            11th January 2012 
 

Northamptonshire Transportation Plan 
 

SYNOPSIS 
To inform Members of the Northamptonshire Transport Plan and to agree a response to the 

consultation  

1.  Relevant Background Details 
1.1  The Northamptonshire Transportation Plan is Northamptonshire’s new Local Transport Plan 

being prepared by the County Council. When adopted, it will replace the interim Third Local 
Transport Plan of March 2011 and provide policies and strategies that reflect expected levels 
of funding and future demands on the county’s transport network.  

1.2  Instead of the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan being a single document, it will comprise 
of a suite of documents that can be updated as and when needed. This will be the main 
document followed by a range of additional ‘daughter documents’ that cover a range of topic 
areas such as bus or road freight strategies, along with geographic strategies that describe in 
more detail County’s plan for transport in Northamptonshire’s main towns including Corby.   

1.3  The plan brings together the key findings and recommendations of a number of key strategic 
spatial documents including the Northamptonshire Arc and the North Northamptonshire Core 
Spatial Strategy. The document reiterates the county’s infrastructure deficits that will need to 
be addressed, and recognises the spatial objectives of the North Northamptonshire Core 
Spatial Strategy. 

1.4  This report outlines the key elements of the plan, and lists a proposed response to the 
consultation questions in line with the corresponding sections. The consultation period is 
running for 8 weeks and ends on Friday 20th January 2012.  

2.  Aim 
2.1  The over arching aim of the document is for the plan to be ‘fit for purpose’. County Council 

recognise that the plan needs to be both aspirational and realistic at the same time. Current 
economic climates mean that transport is certainly in a more austere time than in the last 15-20 
years, therefore the plan needs to reflect this, but at the same time still plan for future growth. 
The aim ‘fit for purpose’ seeks to create a network that delivers exactly what Northamptonshire 
needs to be able to function plus what it needs to be able to grow.  

2.2 Consultation Questions: 

Do you agree or disagree with the transport aim for Northamptonshire? And if you 
disagree, why do you disagree?  
Agree with the aspirations of the plan and creating a network that delivers exactly what 
Northamptonshire needs. By stating the plan should be ‘fit for purpose’ it could apply to 
anywhere. To add a degree of ownership the aim could include an element of local 
identity.   

3.  Overarching Objectives  
3.1  The overarching aim is broken down into six key objectives which form the basis upon which 

the policies and programmes contained in the plan have been developed. These objectives 
are:  

1. Fit for the future: creating a transport system that supports and encourages growth and 
plans for the future impacts of growth, whilst successfully providing benefits for the county.  
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2. Fit for the community: creating successful, strong, cohesive and sustainable communities 
where residents are actively involved in shaping the places where they live. 

3. Fit to choose: ensuring that the residents of Northamptonshire have the information and the 
options available to them to be able to choose the best form of transport for each journey 
that they make. 

4. Fit for economic growth: creating a transport system that supports economic growth and a 
thriving local economy and successfully provides for the population and business growth.  

5. Fit for the environment: to deliver a transport system that minimises and wherever possible 
reduces the effect of traffic and transport on the built and natural environment.  
6. Fit for best value: being clear about our priorities for investment and focusing on value for 
money by prioritising what we spend money on and how it can be beneficial for the county 
as a whole, and search for alternative sources of funding.  

3.2 Consultation Questions: 

Do you agree or disagree with the six overarching themes for Northamptonshire? And if 
you disagree, why do you disagree? Please specify which policy you are referring to.  

• Broadly agree with all the objectives- cover a wide variety of issues that should be 
addressed when creating sustainable communities. The first objective of creating 
a transport system for the future should be made more flexible to ensure that the 
objective remains resilient and adaptable to changing circumstances such as 
innovations in technology. 

• Additional subset of the theme Fit for economic growth: Improve resilience to fuel 
price increases (this can be done through the low carbon fuel activities; this will 
boost business resilience) 

• Under Fit for the environment – include reference to climate change and air quality 
Are there any objectives that you would exclude? 
No comment 
Are there any new objectives that you would introduce? 
No comment 

4. Strategic Policies 
4.1  The six key objectives are supported by twenty strategic policies. These are important because 

they will be used to inform the other strategies and plans developed as part of the package of 
transportation plans 
Fit for the future 
Strategic Policy 1  
We will support the introduction of effective and attractive sustainable transport options that will 
encourage lasting modal shift in Northamptonshire. We have set two targets for modal shift, 
based on 2001 Census journey to work data, to achieve by 2031 

• A reduction of 5% in single occupancy car journeys to work from the existing built up 
areas of the towns 

• A reduction of 20% in single occupancy car journeys to work from new developments. 
Strategic Policy 2  
We will ensure that all new developments are well connected to the current transport network 
by motor vehicle, public transport, and walking and cycling routes to allow ease of movement 
between the development and the existing built up areas, and provide access to employment 
opportunities and other key services.  
Strategic Policy 3  
Where it is appropriate and cost-effective to do so, we will seek funding to reduce congestion 
through targeted investment in the road network. 
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Strategic Policy 4  
We will prioritise our budgets to reflect the importance of maintaining the highway and its 
associated infrastructure and maintain the network in a way that offers best value for money. 
Strategic Policy 5  
We will work with the local planning authorities to influence their Local Development 
Frameworks in order to minimise the impacts of development on the transport network. 
Strategic Policy 6  

We will work with partners from the public and private sectors to identify and deliver the 
transport infrastructure requirements of the Local Development Framework. 
Fit for the community 
Strategic Policy 7  

We will listen to the views of the local residents through consultation and work more closely 
with communities to deliver local priorities and inform strategic decisions. 
Strategic Policy 8  

After consulting with the community we will prioritise spending within our budgets to deliver the 
improvements to the local transport network that offer best value for money. 
Strategic Policy 9  

We will work with communities to identify initiatives as part of an integrated approach to road 
safety that will aim to reduce casualties and take opportunities to support healthier lifestyles 
through promoting modal shift, the Safer Routes to School Programme and walking and cycling 
schemes. 
Strategic Policy 10  

We will aim to deliver fit for purpose improvements to the transport network and manage public 
expectations regarding what can be delivered with the resources that we have available. 
Fit to choose 
Strategic Policy 11  

We will work with partners to improve the walking, cycling and public transport infrastructure to 
make options available for people to travel in Northamptonshire. 
Strategic Policy 12  

We will seek to improve accessibility to employment and services such as healthcare, leisure 
and education for all residents of Northamptonshire, including those who, for whatever reason, 
are unable to choose between transport modes. 
Strategic Policy 13  

We will use innovative, effective and efficient methods to inform people about the choices that 
are available for them when making a journey. 
Fit for economic growth 
Strategic Policy 14  

We will aim to improve the highway infrastructure and transport network in the county to 
provide better access to jobs and training for the people living and working in 
Northamptonshire. 
Strategic Policy 15  

We will work to improve journey times and reliability on the highway and rail networks in order 
to increase the efficiency of freight movements and allow the local economy to grow. 
Fit for the environment 
Strategic Policy 16  
We will aim to reduce transport-related carbon emissions in Northamptonshire by making low 
carbon transport modes more attractive and easier to use and by increasing the efficiency of 
the road network. 
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Strategic Policy 17  
We will seek to reduce the impact that transport has on the local environment in 
Northamptonshire by minimising the effects of severance, noise and the emissions from 
transport. 

Strategic Policy 18  

We will enhance the appearance of our highway infrastructure and increase accessibility for all 
members of the community through effective streetscaping and by minimising sign-clutter. 

Fit for best value 
Strategic Policy 19  

We will ensure that our services are delivered in the most cost-effective way and offer value for 
money. 

Strategic Policy 20  

We will seek funding from new and innovative sources and opportunities that complement our 
budget provision and help us deliver our priorities to develop a fit for purpose transport network 
that allows Northamptonshire to grow and prosper.  

4.2 Consultation Questions 

Do you agree or disagree with each of the strategic policies included in the 
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan? And if you disagree, can you tell us why?  
Please specify which policy you are referring to.  

• Agree with the proposed policies. This is a strategic level document and the wide 
range of policy aims will contribute towards meeting the strategic objectives of 
the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy.  

• Policy 3- suggest adding the text ‘and improve access and connectivity’ after 
‘funding to reduce congestion’. How will the works covered by this policy be 
prioritised?  

• Policy 4- suggested wording; ‘We will prioritise our budgets to reflect the 
importance of maintaining the highway network and its associated infrastructure 
in a way that offers best value for money’. 

• Integration with land use planning under strategic policies 5 and 6 is supported 
but since 15th November 2011 the legislation underpinning major reforms to the 
land use planning system have received Royal Assent with the introduction of a 
new tier of land use planning in the shape of Neighbourhood Plans within the 
Localism Act. This should be reflected in the strategic policies. 

• Policy 12: Would wish to see County Connect available to all residents in 
Northamptonshire – i.e. every single resident has access to some form of public 
(or community) transport. 

Are there any policies that you would exclude?  
No comment 
Are there any new policies you would introduce? 
Insert new strategic policy before or after policy 16: promote and deploy alternative / low 
carbon fuels, to reduce impact on climate change, improve air quality and reduce 
vulnerability of residents and businesses to fuel price increases. 

5.  Daughter Documents 
5.1  This is the first of a series of documents which will eventually form the Northamptonshire 

Transportation Plan. The propose suite of documents will include strategies or plans covering a 
range of transport themes and also detailed geographic strategies or plans for the 
Northamptonshire’s main towns. Thematic strategies or plans which it is planned to develop will 
cover the following areas:  
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• Air Quality  
• Bus  
• Cycling  
• Development Management Policies  
• Highway Asset Management  
• Highway Improvement  
• Highway Network Management  
• Parking  
• Rail  
• Road Freight  
• Road Safety  
• Smarter Travel Choices  
• Walking  

Town Strategies or Plans are anticipated for:  

• Brackley  
• Corby  
• Daventry  
• Kettering  
• Northampton  
• Towcester  
• Wellingborough 

5.2  No timetable for developing the daughter documents is provided in the consultation document. 
It is anticipated that this will be agreed and published by the County Council in March 2012 

5.3  Consultation Questions: 

Do you agree or disagree with the list of daughter documents that will produced as part 
of the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan.  

• Bringing forward the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan through a suite of 
documents is supported as this will allow the County Council to maintain a 
flexible and responsive approach to transport planning. A separate document for 
Corby is welcomed and should be seen as a priority because the town is to 
accommodate unprecedented growth. 

• Representatives from NCC at the consultation workshop on the 7th December 
confirmed that rail freight will be covered by the rail document. This is a key 
issue for Corby because both the regional plan and CSS promote large scale 
strategic distribution activity at Eurohub, Corby. The rail document should be 
identified as a priority daughter document as it presents opportunities to deliver 
many of the strategic policies and will contribute towards Government’s objective 
of developing a robust infrastructure network of strategic rail freight 
interchanges.  

Are there any daughter documents that you think should be excluded?  
No comment  
Are there any other daughter documents that you would introduce? 
Suggest additional thematic strategy or plan: ‘low carbon fuels’. This area cuts across 
private transport, public transport and freight and impacts also on air quality. It has no 
comfortable place in the proposed strategies / plans and merits a specific plan. 

6. Spend Programme 
6.1  In addition to the transport strategy and policies, the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan 

includes an implementation plan to show how capital and revenue funding will be used to 
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deliver the measures contained in the Plan. The short term nature of most funding streams 
means that the section is currently focused on the spending plans for 2012/13 and it is 
intended that future updates will take a longer-term perspective where possible.  

6.2  The 2012/13 spend programme is outlined below.  

 
6.3  Additionally the consultation document includes a funding programme for the A43 Corby Link 

Road based on the assumption that the Secretary of State for Transport will make a decision 
on funding before the end of the 2011.  Presumably this reference and other references to A43 
Link Road will be updated in light of Chancellor George Osbourne announcement during 
Autumn Statement that confirmed funds for the A43 Corby Link Road 

6.4  Consultation Questions 

Do you agree or disagree with the spend programme included within the plan?  
The document suggests that the decision has already been made regarding the funding 
programme for 2012/13, and there appears to be little opportunity to influence this.  
Are there any areas that you think have too much funding? Or are there any areas that 
have too little funding?  
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No comment  
Within the budget is there anything else that you think should be included within the 
spend programme? And if so what should be cut/ reduced in the programme to 
accommodate 
The bus stop priority improvements should include the provision of shelters within the 
maintenance and improvement programme.  

7.  Other Policies 
7.1  The appendix to the overarching strategy document lists all of the policies contained in the 

interim third Local Transport Plan and the Transport Strategy for Growth. It explains which of 
those policies has been superseded by the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan and which 
are currently saved until they are superseded by a forthcoming thematic strategy or town 
strategy.  Corby Borough Council have provided input to the development of the list of saved 
policies and provided detailed comments on the remaining policies.   

8.  Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities, Sustainability 
The plan will aid in the delivery of the strategic aims of the Core Spatial Strategy 

Legal 
Transport Act (2000) 

Financial, Performance Information, Human Rights, Equalities, Community Safety 
None directly related to this report 

9.  Conclusion 
9.1  This is a strategic document and therefore the content is very broad and covers wide range of 

topics. The document recognises the key transport objectives for the county, and will help to 
deliver the strategic aims of the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy. The daughter 
documents produced will be key, as they will provide the details on how these overarching 
objectives and aims will be delivered, and how they will affect the Corby borough.  

10.  Recommendation 
10.1 That Members note the content of the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan, and agree the 

question responses outlined in bold italics throughout the report as the Council’s formal 
representation.   

Background Papers 
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan 
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Transport/TP/pages/northamptonshire-
transportation-plan.aspx 

Officer to Contact 
Lisa Clements, Planning Officer, ext 4205 

 


