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Local Plan Committee 7th September 2011
 

Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework 
Development and Implementation Principles Supplementary Planning Document 

 
SYNOPSIS 

To seek Members endorsement of a response to the consultation by Northamptonshire 
County Council on the Development and Implementation Principles Supplementary Planning 

Document 

1. Relevant Background Details 
1.1 The County Council is working on producing the Minerals and Waste Development 

Framework (MWDF) which will be the land use planning strategy for minerals and waste-
related development in the county to 2026.  It will set out the strategy for investment in new 
waste and minerals development, and identify suitable locations within the county. The 
framework will progressively replace the existing Minerals and Waste Local Plan adopted in 
2006.   

1.2 The Northamptonshire MWDF comprises of the following Development Plan Documents 
(DPDs) and Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs): 

• The Core Strategy DPD- sets out the broad strategy for minerals and waste in the 
county and the levels of provision required. The Core Strategy was adopted by 
Northamptonshire County Council on 20th May 2010; 

• Locations for Waste Development DPD, which identifies specific sites and key 
locations for waste-related development, adopted by Northamptonshire County Council 
on the 24th March 2011; 

• Locations for Minerals Development DPD, which identifies specific sites for minerals 
related development, adopted by Northamptonshire County Council on the 24th March 
2011; 

• The Proposals Map, which identifies the sites and other key designations on a detailed 
map. Once all components of the MWDF have been completed, the Proposals Map will 
be formally adopted.  

• Control and Management of Development DPD which covers aspects of controlling 
and managing minerals and waste-related development, such as traffic, environmental 
impact, amenity impact and after use following temporary development.  This document 
was adopted by Northamptonshire County Council on the 30th June 2011.  

• Development and Implementation Principles SPD which provides practical guidance 
concerning all other forms of development (such as waste minimisation and 
management, and preventing land use conflict), as well as those specific to minerals and 
waste development (such as catchment areas, design and restoration).  

2. The Development and Implementation Principles SPD 
2.1 The Development and Implementation Principles SPD was originally adopted by 

Northamptonshire County Council as a Local Development Document (LDD) in March 2007. 
Since this date there have been a number of changes to both the status of the MWDF 
documents and advancements in technologies. The documents to which the original SPD 
related have now been superseded by the MWDF Development Plan Documents. A review 
of the SPD is required to bring it inline with the current MWDF documents, changes to 
national policy, and industry standards and practice.  
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2.2 The SPD provides additional practical guidance on what is required from developers and 
aims to ensure consistent county-wide implementation of MWDF policies. The SPD is a non 
statutory document and does not form part of the statutory Development Plan.  It will act to 
supplement and strengthen the effectiveness and implementation of specific policies within 
the DPDs. The SPD is applicable to all forms of development and is intended to be a 
practical tool to assist developers and planners alike. The SPD will be regarded as an 
important material consideration in the planning decision making process.  

2.3 The objective of the SPD is to identify principles and provide guidance to support: 

• Minimisation of development related waste. 
• Incorporating waste design and neighbourhood facilities (with other development). 
• Prevention of land use conflict between minerals or waste and incompatible 

development.  
• Implementation of catchment areas for waste management facilities.  
• Sensitive design of minerals and waste development incorporating sustainable      
development practices. 
• Responsible stewardship which provides beneficial after-use of minerals and waste 

development  

2.4 Previously, Members of Local Plan Committee have expressed concerns at the level of 
waste management facilities proposed for the borough, and where this waste will be 
travelling from. Section 3 of the SPD provides details on the catchment areas to be imposed 
on waste management facilities and includes national, regional, sub-regional and local levels.   
An assessment of the intended catchment area will be required to accompany any planning 
application for waste management uses prior to commencement of development works on 
site. Where an application is received that does not include an assessment of the intended 
catchment area, County Council can refuse the application on the basis that insufficient 
information has been provided to allow the authority to fully determine potential effects of the 
development.   

3.  Consultation on the revised SPD 
3.1 County Council held the public consultation on the revised SPD between June and July 

2011. Due to the committee cycle, an informal officer response was submitted pending 
confirmation by Members of the Local Plan Committee. A copy of the submitted 
representation form can be found in appendix one to this report.  

3.2 Overall officers supported the document and its role in assisting the implementation of 
MWDF policies.  Officers agreed with the inclusion of further detail regarding catchment 
areas inline with the Core Strategy and the Control and Management of Development DPD, 
but felt more clarity is needed on how these catchment areas will be monitored to ensure 
their effectiveness.  

3.3 In addition, officers raised concerns regarding paragraphs 2.36-2.41 which state that local 
planning authorities (Districts and Boroughs) as opposed to the waste management authority 
(County) should require waste strategies for most developments including on extensions to 
houses which the County cannot determine. For single householder development, this 
requirement does not fit the scale of the application and would be onerous on both the 
applicant and planning authority. For this to be implemented, the Borough & District Councils 
would need to change their validation requirements. This is a significant change (for North 
Northants at least) and would require public consultation.  

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
 Policy Priorities  

The County Council is the minerals and waste planning authority for Northamptonshire. In 
addition to having responsibility for determining planning applications for mineral and waste 
development, it is responsible for producing the MWDF for Northamptonshire. The MWDF 
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will eventually replace the existing Minerals and Waste Local Plans and form part of the 
statutory development plan alongside the Local Development Framework.  

Financial, Performance Information, Best Value, Community Safety,  
None as a result of this report 
Legal 
The relevant law is: 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
Human Rights, Equalities 
There are no human rights/equalities implications 
Sustainability 
The Plan will promote sustainable development and all components of the MWDF are 
subject to a Sustainability Appraisal including a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

5. Conclusion 
The comments submitted represent the informal views of officers in both Local Plans and 
Development Control. There are no obvious omissions from the SPD at this stage, and the 
inclusion of catchment areas should help control the movement of waste into the borough.  

6. Recommendation 
That Members support the comments submitted to Northamptonshire County Council for the 
consultation of the SPD.  

Appendices 
Appendix 1: Representation Form   

Background Documents 
Revised Development and Implementation Principles SPD: 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Environ/planning/policy/minerals/Doc
uments/PDF%20Documents/110317%20D%20Final%20draft%20SPD%20new%20covers.p
df 

Hard copies are available in the Member’s Room  

Officer to Contact 
Lisa Clements, Planning Officer, ext 4205 

 


