
APPENDIX 1 
Core Strategy 
The key proposals in the proposed submission Northamptonshire Minerals and 
Waste Development Framework Core Strategy are identified below together with 
officer comments where appropriate. 

Vision 
The Core Strategy provides the following vision 

 
Officer Comments 

The above vision is considered sound and provides a local interpretation on how 
minerals and waste development will contribute towards growth in the County within 
the context of the Governments growth area proposals set out in the Regional Spatial 
Strategy and North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy. 

Providing for Waste Generation and Minerals 
The need to move towards meeting the following indicative provision is set out in the 
Core Strategy: 

• Recycling and composting (both municipal and commercial and industrial 
waste) capacity of 822,000 and 970,000 tonnes per annum for 2016 and 2026 
respectively; 

• Landfill diversion (both municipal and commercial and industrial non-inert 
waste) capacity of 451,000 and 522,000 tonnes per annum for 2016 and 2026 
respectively; 

• Inert recycling capacity of 928,000 and 1,089,000 tonnes per annum for 2016 
and 2026 respectively; and 

• Hazardous waste management of 45,000 and 50,000 tonnes per annum fro 
2016 and 2026. 

• 0.97 million tonnes per annum for sand and gravel extraction; and 

• 0.4 million tonnes per annum for crushed rock (limestone). 

Officer Comments 

No specific comments in terms of the provision to be met. 

The Spatial Strategy 

The spatial strategy to guide the location of mineral extraction and waste 
management facilities to meet provision is set out separately for minerals and waste. 

The spatial strategy for waste management 

The Northamptonshire of 2026 will have seen sustained growth and development. 
A network of well-designed, urban-focused waste management facilities, and 
sensitively worked and then restored mineral extraction sites from the glacial/pre-
glacial areas in the western half of the county and certain of its river valleys, will 
have helped to have brought about the implementation and management of this 
growth. 

Through growth and development, the creation of sustainable communities 
across Northamptonshire will have also been underpinned by optimising the 
efficient use of mineral and water resources, including through communities 
taking far more responsibility for the waste they generate. 



Northamptonshire’s waste management network at 2026 is to be comprised of a 
centralised pattern of advanced treatment facilities supported by a wider network of 
local and neighbourhood preliminary treatment facilities. These facilities should be 
integrated with other forms of development (residential, commercial and industrial) 
where appropriate. 

The waste management network will be focused on Northamptonshire’s central spine 
(particularly Northampton, Corby, Wellingborough, Kettering and Rushden). Within 
the rural hinterlands only facilities for waste management which serve a local rural 
catchment or that are not appropriate for an urban/urban fringe location should be 
developed, and where it is the latter and they will deal with waste generated from 
identified urban centres they should where possible be linked to existing rural 
employment uses. 

Within areas of significant new development there should be a neighbourhood scale 
waste management facility that either forms part of, or serves new or existing 
housing, industrial or commercial development. 

Officer Comments 

Broadly support the strategy of developing a sustainable network of waste 
management facilities as well as the focus on the central urban spine which will see 
the most significant growth. 

The requirement for urban extensions to provide neighbourhood waste management 
facilities appears appropriate and is entirely consistent with Policy 16 of the North 
Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy. 

The spatial strategy for mineral extraction 

The spatial strategy for minerals extraction within Northamptonshire to 2026 is to 
complement extraction from the county’s pre-glacial and glacial deposits through the 
extraction of high quality reserves from the river valleys of the Nene (west of 
Wellingborough) and the Great Ouse. 

The predominantly un-worked river valleys of the Welland and Nene (east of 
Stanwick) will be safeguarded against minerals extraction throughout the plan period. 

There should be no additions to capacity until at least 2016. 

Officer Comments 

The protection of the unworked valleys such as Welland is welcomed and strongly 
supported. 

Safeguarding Mineral Resources 

Mineral Safeguarding Areas are identified under Policy CS10 to safeguard the 
economic mineral resource. Where development encroaches into safeguarded areas 
the prior extraction of the mineral resource will be sought by the County Council. 

Officer Comments 

No objection to the principle of safeguarding access to mineral reserves and the prior 
extraction of minerals. However the requirement to extract minerals prior to 
development should complement, where possible, the growth, regeneration and 
investment initiatives being progressed in Corby in accordance with Regional Spatial 
Strategy and North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy. 

The mineral safeguarded areas identified in the Core Strategy fall within the key 
areas of growth in Corby (e.g. North-East Sustainable Urban Extension and the West 
Corby Sustainable Urban Extension). Therefore it will be equally important to ensure 
that the growth and regeneration is not needlessly sterilised by mineral development 



as it is to demonstrate that ‘sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic 
importance will not occur as a result of development’.   

Conclusions 
Overall it is considered that the Core Strategy provides an appropriate and sound 
strategy for minerals and waste in the county. However Members may want to raise 
the following point: 
 

1) The prior extraction of minerals within safeguarded areas is supported but 
must not unnecessarily delay growth at the Sustainable Urban Extensions. 

 


