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Local Plan Committee 18th June 2008
 

Northamptonshire Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment 
 

SYNOPSIS 
To inform Members of the findings of the recently completed Northamptonshire Gypsy 

and Traveller Accommodation Assessment and provide evidence to assist in the 
production of Corby’s Local Development Framework. 

1. Relevant Background Details 
1.1 The Housing Act 2004 placed a statutory duty upon local authorities to assess 

the need for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation in their area; produce a Gypsy 
and Traveller Accommodation Strategy; and identify land to meet any additional 
pitch requirements through the Development Plan Process. The assessments are 
also required to update regional and local development plans.  

 
1.2 In response to this the seven district and borough councils within 

Northamptonshire commissioned a joint accommodation assessment which 
started at the beginning of 2007. This approach has enabled a consistent 
partnership approach for the County; a better understanding of need across 
administrative boundaries; and economies of scale to be achieved in terms of 
procurement cost savings.  

 
1.3 The Fordham Research Group was appointed to undertake the contract. 

Fordham is an experienced needs assessment consultancy, having undertaken a 
number of mainstream and more specialist needs assessments at both a regional 
and national level.  

 
1.4 The project has been led and managed by a steering group made up of Planning 

and Housing Officers from each of the district/borough councils, 
Northamptonshire County Council Supporting People Team, and the Countywide 
Traveller Unit (CTU).  

2. Report 
Project Objectives 

2.1 The assessment sought to:  

 Provide a reliable assessment of the need for Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling 
Showpeople accommodation at district and county level 

 Include the characteristics, views, and preferences of Gypsy and Traveller 
households 

 Be fit-for-purpose in meeting the requirements of Government guidance 
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 Help identify unmet need for Gypsy and Traveller access to wider service 
provision (such as health and education), through the information provided by 
the Accommodation Assessment process. 

 
2.2 The project comprised three key stages:  

 A review of existing literature and secondary data 
 Stakeholder consultation – involving representatives from the commissioning 

Councils, the CTU, and the Gypsy and Traveller communities 
 Face-to-face interviews with up to 245 Gypsy & Travellers – the sample size 

being suitably stratified to ensure countywide coverage 
 
Project Findings  

2.3 The assessment was completed in March 2008, and the final report was 
published in April 2008. A copy of the assessment is available in the Member’s 
room as well as on the Northamptonshire County Council website and Corby 
Borough Council’s website at the following link: 

 http://www.corby.gov.uk/an/wc.exe/AO2/View/?Version=20907&Site=1525. 
  
 
2.4 The report sets out the Gypsy and Traveller accommodation need for the County, 

and for each borough and district. It does not identify or recommend specific sites 
or locations; the Government has made it clear that this is the job of local 
planning authorities.  

 
2.5 The current and future accommodation requirements up to 2017 have been 

estimated. These include the 14 pitches to be provided on two Gretton Brook 
Road sites i.e. 8 New Age Traveller and 6 indigenous families. 

 

2.7 The report advises of the need for an additional three residential pitches up to 
2017. The report recommends that these should ideally be located close to 
existing provision and suggests that based on the location of unauthorised 
encampments and participants’ family connections, the expansion of the Gretton 
Brook Road site should be considered. 

 
2.8 Housing: four families have expressed a need / desire to access affordable 

housing. 
 
2.9 Transit pitches: these are pitches specifically designated for temporary use, for 

families passing through the area or visiting relatives. The report advises that 
there is a need for three in the period to 2017. The report recommends, however, 
that no transit pitches should be developed until all of the need for residential 
pitches has been met. Delivering the transit pitches first could result in them 
becoming ‘blocked’ by travellers seeking a permanent site.  

 
2.10 Travelling Showpeople: no further pitches are required in the period to 2017. 
 
2.11  The report contains a wealth of other information, and recommendations, relating 

to other areas; such as health and wellbeing and support requirements. None of 
this has significant implications for service provision by Corby Borough Council. 
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3. Options to be considered (if any) 
None at this time. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The adoption of the Corby LDF and constituent Local Development Documents is and 
will remain a Corby Borough Council priority. This assessment is essential baseline work 
for that purpose. 

Financial 
None directly from this report. 

Legal 
The Northamptonshire Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment has been 
carried out in strict accordance with Government guidelines in order to produce a robust 
assessment that is credible supporting evidence for the elements of the LDF that must 
undergo public examination in the future. 

Performance Information / Best Value / Human Rights / Community Safety / 
Sustainability / Equalities 
None directly related to this report but all are key considerations during the LDF 
preparation process. 

5. Conclusion 
5.1 The Northamptonshire Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment has 

quantified the accommodation and housing related support needs of Gypsies and 
Travellers, in terms of residential and transit sites and bricks and mortar 
accommodation. The results of this will be used to inform the allocation of 
resources as an evidence base for policy development in housing and planning.  

 
5.2 The Housing Act 2004 places a statutory duty upon local authorities to produce a 

Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Strategy for their area. The 
Northamptonshire steering group suggested a joint working approach; however, no 
decision has been made at this stage. 

 
5.3 The precise location of future sites will need to be identified through work on the 

Local Development Framework, and included within the relevant Development 
Plan Document. 

 
5.4 The above work will require the Council to work with Gypsies and Travellers and 

partner organisations to support needs and meet with the requirements of the 
Housing Act. It has been proposed that the Northamptonshire Gypsy and Traveller 
Accommodation Assessment steering group become the basis of a forum to 
encourage dialogue and effective management within the Gypsy and Traveller 
Communities. 
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5.5 As with mainstream housing assessments, the accommodation needs of Gypsies 
and Travellers will need to be reviewed periodically, at least every five years, to 
take into account the relatively young age at which new Gypsy and Traveller 
families form. 

6. Recommendation 
It is recommended that Members note the contents of the Northamptonshire Gypsy and 
Traveller Accommodation Assessment, which will be used to inform Corby’s policy 
development in housing and planning. 

 Background Papers 
Northamptonshire Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment, Final Report (March 
2008). 

 Appendices 
None. 

 External Consultations 
Consultation has taken place with a range of stakeholders during the work undertaken to 
produce the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment. Face-to-face interviews, with up 
to 245 Gypsy and Travellers, were undertaken as one key stage of the assessment. 

 Officer to Contact 
Bernice Samtani, Local Plans 

01536 463188 

Email: Bernice.Samtani@corby.gov.uk



 

 

 


