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The Northamptonshire Arc Consultation 
 

SYNOPSIS 
This report takes the form of a discussion paper on the consultation by Northamptonshire 
County Council on the Northamptonshire Arc. The report reviews the consultation document 
and offers initial observations on the document in advance of the members seminar to be 
held in due course.  

1.  Introduction 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to bring the concept of the Northamptonshire Arc to Members 

attention in advance of the Members seminar. It reviews the consultation document and offers 
initial officer observations on the document. 

2. Background 
2.1 The Council has been consulted by Northamptonshire County Council on the 

Northamptonshire Arc. The consultation was originally scheduled to close on 16th July 2010. In 
response to request from this Council the consultation period has been extended until 
members have been given the opportunity to consider the proposals through a Members 
seminar on 10th August 2010. 

2.2 A copy of the consultation draft is available from the Local Plans team in Deene House; 
alternatively a copy is available for inspection on the County Councils website at 

http://www.northamptonshireobservatory.org.uk/docs/docNA_BackgroundReport_D310060316
0514.pdf 

2.3 At this stage members are not being asked to endorse a response to the consultation 
document. Officer observations are, however, set out below and in Appendix A for information 
purposes. 

3. Northamptonshire Arc 
3.1 The consultation document explains that the purpose of the Northamptonshire Arc is to 

provide an overall spatial concept to guide Northamptonshire County Councils future planning 
and investment in the county and to help support planning and policy framework documents 
prepared by the borough and district councils. 

3.2 It is argued that there is a need for an overall strategy that articulates and reflects local 
ambitions at a county level and complements the Northamptonshire Sustainable Communities 
Strategy. It also states that it is essential that this approach acknowledges Northamptonshire’s 
wider strategic locations and proximity to London and the Greater South East and the 
opportunities and challenges this presents, particularly in relation to the housing growth 
agenda. 

3.3 In spatial terms the Northamptonshire Arc represents a broad corridor running approximately 
south-west to north-east from Northampton. Figure 1 reveals that it encompasses the current 
built up area of the town. 
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3.4  The Northamptonshire Arc seeks to complement and bring together existing strategies under 
a number of thematic themes. These are: 

• Transformational connectivity; 
• Leadership on climate change and biodiversity; and 
• A stronger and greener economy 

3.5 The consultation document outlines a series of key strategic drivers including increasing 
population and the need for housing, regeneration and good quality jobs, the need to address 
climate change and retain and enhance biodiversity. Under spatial aspirations the consultation 
document states that “Corby will be recognised for its strengths in manufacturing and in sports 
provision and as a role model for successful regeneration and growth”.  

3.6 A series of strategic priorities and projects are then identified which flow from, reflect, and will 
help deliver these outcomes. Appendix B provides a list of the strategic priorities and Appendix 
C provides a list of the projects set out in the consultation document. The most significant are 
considered below. 

4. Key Strategic Priorities and Infrastructure Proposals 
4.1 Strategic Priorities 2 and 3 aim to upgrade the Midland Main Line and secure fast services 

from the Northamptonshire Arc; and improve rail connections and reduced journey times to 
Birmingham, Manchester and other major centres. The consultation document states that the 
upgrades have potential to improve connections to services across London, reduce pollution 
and enable reliable journey times of under 45 minutes to London from Northamptonshire. 

4.2 Strategic Priority 6 aims to secure investment and improvement to the strategic road network 
to support economic growth in the Northamptonshire Arc. Specifically the A14 is identified for 
investment in improvements to enable growth in the north of the County, particularly in relation 
to Corby. 

4.3 Strategic Priority 9 aims to improve the Northamptonshire Arc road network as part of a 
comprehensive approach which also incorporates investment to support public transport, low 
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carbon modes and ‘smarter choices’. One of the essential local road improvements identified 
by the consultation document is connections between Corby and Kettering, including the 
Corby Link Road. 

4.4 Strategic Prioritises 10, 11 and 12 support a mass transit network between the main urban 
areas (and town centres) and growth locations within the Arc. The document explains that the 
network would utilise modern technology such as active demand management and real time 
information together with incentives and support for behaviour change. 

4.5 Strategic Priority 13 supports ‘low carbon growth’ which will reduce CO² emissions. This will 
embrace opportunities for renewable energy and develop initiatives such as the ‘Carbon sink 
Forests’ promoted by the Forestry Commission. 

4.6 Strategy Priority 14 aims to establish and support a new multi-functional strategic biodiversity 
corridor with linkages to the main towns. The consultation document confirms that the corridor 
would primarily be focused on the River Nene. However it also explains that an important 
factor is the integration between urban areas and locations for new growth. 

4.7 Strategic Priority 18 supports high performance engineering and motor sport industries in 
Northamptonshire. The emphasis is very much on the role of Silverstone as the focal point for 
automotive and high technology excellence but does not appear to offer a perspective on 
Rockingham Motor Speedway.  

4.8 Strategic Priority 19 aims to ensure that Northamptonshire is an exemplar for construction 
based innovation and delivery of low carbon growth. Waste management is identified as a 
growing sector pivotal to the delivery of low carbon economy.  

4.9 Strategic Priority 22 supports the key growth centres, including Corby. The regeneration of 
Corby town centre is identified as an excellent example of the role a proactive public sector 
can play. 

5. Observations on the Northamptonshire Arc 
5.1 Members will note that the observations set out in Appendix A essentially focus on a number 

of key issues: 

• The principal of the Northamptonshire Arc is broadly supported; 
• The relationship to the suite of statutory spatial planning documents being prepared 

as part of the LDF requires further clarification; 
• The spatial extent of the Northamptonshire Arc should encompass the planned 

urban extension to the west of Corby; 
• Spatial aspirations for Corby should reflect issues emerging through the review of 

the Core Spatial Strategy, such as opportunities to capitalise on green technology, 
high performance engineering and logistics; 

• It is important that the Arc provides for the evolution of Corby into a complementary 
regional economic centre to Northampton; 

• Opportunities exist for true national leadership in climate change and biodiversity; 
and 

• The Strategic Projects and Infrastructure Proposals generally align with the LDF. A 
few changes would appear to be desirable, either to adjust emphasis or add some 
additional relevant items e.g. Rockingham Motor Speedway and Corby Walk; these 
are noted in Appendix A 

5.2 It is recognised that the comments above represent officer observations until members have 
been given the opportunity to fully debate the Northamptonshire Arc. Members are asked to 
delegate powers to the Corporate Director Operations in consultation with the Chair of the 
Local Plan Committee to make a response following the Members Seminar on Tuesday 10th 
August 2010.  
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6. Issues to be taken into account:- 

Policy Priorities 
The Northamptonshire Arc concept and specific proposals are generally supportive of the aims 
of the Local Development Framework. 
Financial 
There are no direct financial implications in responding to the consultation. 
Legal 
Local Government Act 2000 
Performance Information 
There are no direct performance implications in responding to the consultation. 
Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities and Community Safety 
There are no direct implications in responding to the consultation 
Sustainability 
The Northamptonshire Arc addresses sustainability.   

7. Options to be Considered 
Failure to respond to consultation would result in the Councils views not being taken into 
account 

8. Recommendation 
Members are recommended to delegate authority to the Corporate Director Operations in 
consultation with the Chair of the Local Plan Committee to submit a response following the 
Members Seminar. 

Background Papers 
Northamptonshire Arc which is available to download at 
http://www.northamptonshireobservatory.org.uk/docs/docNA_BackgroundReport_D310060316
0514.pdf 
 
List of Appendices 
Appendix A – Officer observations on the Northamptonshire Arc consultation document 
Appendix B – The Northamptonshire Arc - Proposed Outcomes and Strategic Priorities 
Appendix C - The Northamptonshire Arc – Projects 

 
Officers to Contact 
Terry Begley, Local Plans Principal Planner (ext. 3185) 
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Appendix A 
Officer observations on the Northamptonshire Arc consultation document 
 
General Observations 
 
1. Northamptonshire is the fastest growing county in the country and within it, Corby is the 

fastest growing Borough, so we welcome the principle of the Northamptonshire Arc as a 
means to maximise mobility within the county and connectivity to the wider world; 

2. The principle of having a single coherent strategy for the County to align with the 
Sustainable Community Strategy and raise the national profile of Northamptonshire is 
broadly supported. This is particularly timely given the demise of the regional planning 
framework; 

3. In terms of content there is much in the draft that is complementary to the Local 
Development Framework (LDF), including improved connectivity, regeneration and 
green living. However greater linkages and integration could be achieved through the 
use of common terminology. For example it appears that the proposals for ‘biodiversity 
corridors’ under Strategic Policy 14 are essentially the same as the ‘green infrastructure 
corridors’ in the adopted North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy; 

4. The draft document makes it clear that the role of the Northamptonshire Arc is to inform 
the County Councils input into the county’s statutory spatial plans, in particular the Core 
Strategies. This clarification is welcomed as the Northamptonshire Arc must not be seen 
to circumnavigate the statutory planning process or over-ride locally accountable 
decision making. However the relationship of the Northamptonshire Arc with the spatial 
planning documents in the LDF needs significantly more explanation e.g. the document 
must recognise the strategic lead given by the LDF for spatial, investment and 
infrastructure planning; and that the Northamptonshire Arc will need to be embedded in 
the statutory LDF framework for it to be given planning weight and inform spatial 
planning decisions; 

5. Spatially the Northamptonshire Arc covers a broad corridor running approximately south-
west to north-east from Northampton. The draft document indicates that the 
Northamptonshire Arc encompass all the largest urban areas and the significant growth 
locations. However the boundary shown in the draft appears to exclude the land to the 
west of Corby that has been identified in the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial 
Strategy for significant growth. As a major element of housing supply in the north of the 
County it is essential that the area of land to the west of Corby is shown within the 
Northamptonshire Arc corridor; 

6. Given the current rail and road connectivity between Corby/Kettering and Northampton, 
it is important that the Arc provides for the evolution of Corby and Kettering into a 
secondary regional economic centre that is complementary to Northampton and 
provides high order functions to these towns and surrounding rural area, particularly 
serving those unable to travel to Northampton; 

7. The draft document tends to focus on London and the Greater South East. However 
Corby has many functional links with Leicester, Peterborough and Rutland. It is essential 
to include recognition within the Arc of this and emphasis Corby’s relationship to the 
north – with associated connectivity provision north of Corby. It is also important to 
ensure that train services increasingly route through Corby; 

8. The strategic priorities and transformational projects for ‘Leadership on climate change 
and biodiversity’ do not, in their current form, represent regional or national leadership. 
Given the county’s expertise in waste management, opportunity for energy efficiency 
and renewable energy generation, and green amenity, an opportunity exists for true 
national leadership through bold ambition of making Northamptonshire a zero waste, 
zero carbon county by 2030; 



9. Opportunities exist in the north of the county to link Rockingham Forest to Corby, 
Kettering and the Nene Valley, creating a forest towns concept, with green infrastructure 
corridors linking town centre woodlands through rural areas of East Northamptonshire to 
the Nene Valley. This contributes to enhanced biodiversity, through linking habitat 
fragments and increasing forest coverage, combats climate change by acting as a 
carbon sink, aids connectivity by providing walking and cycling opportunities, and 
facilitates a stronger, greener economy by boosting tourism, renewable fuel provision 
and wood-product / forestry enterprises. Such opportunities could supplement wider 
proposals brought forward by the River Nene Regional Park; 

10. Allied to the above, is the creation of a network of traffic-free arterial routes between and 
within urban areas, providing for enhanced connectivity by cycling and walking; and 

11. The Arc appears to be based on an extensive evidence base with a range of technical 
and statistical information presented about connectivity, economy, climate change, 
environment and biodiversity. However in order to maximise the use of the 
Northamptonshire Arc in supporting the preparation of the LDF, it is important to provide 
explicit reference to the evidence base. Government guidance requires the LDF to be 
based on a robust and credible evidence base and therefore statements in the draft such 
as ‘growth in the north of the county, particularly in relation to Corby, will be inhibited 
without further investment in the A14’ should be clearly evidenced based. 

Specific Issues 

• Page 5 – ‘Northamptonshire Arc – Spatial context and ambitions’ – include something on 
preserving distinctiveness of urban centres, preventing a homogenisation of character and 
offer across the Arc’s towns; 

• Page 7 – ‘Strategic Drivers’ – include bullet point: “Requirement to decarbonise the economy 
and diversify energy supply” (Climate Change Act 2008, Carbon budgets, national targets: 
15% renewable energy generation by 2020, 34% carbon emission reduction from 1990 levels 
by 2020 (80% by 2050); 

• Page 9 – Housing growth and affordability – affordable housing section does not go into that 
much detail and does not address the inequalities of house price and earning levels.  It also 
does not mention the MK/SM growth agenda or the 2031 targets.  None of the strategy 
priorities address directly affordable housing and there is no mention of the “Single 
Conversation” and from what I have seen coming out of the current government plans the 
HCA will be the main organisation that can help to facilitate some of these plans, so they may 
be worth a mention.  The Local Investment Plan is expected to be completed shortly and this 
will be followed by Local Investment Agreements. The Local Investment Plan will cover the 
North Northants and it is expected that all sub areas will be covered; 

• Page 9 – the draft indicates that the detailed locations of housing are identified in Core 
Spatial Strategies and Area Action Plan. However Corby is preparing a Site Specific 
Allocations Development Plan Document that will provide local interpretation of the Core 
Spatial Strategy and include detailed locations of housing; 

• Page 13 “East-west connectivity via rail is also very poor”: Mention that there are two key 
missing links in rail provision in the Arc: 1) Wellingborough (and N) to Northampton (it takes 1 
hour 45 minutes to travel the 8 mile distance between Wellingborough and Northampton by 
train), and 2) Corby to the North. The link from Corby to Kettering is also in need of 
significant service improvements; 

• Page 13 “who are looking into opportunities for connecting up habitats throughout the 
country”. Insert “There is a valuable opportunity to connect fragmented parts of the 
Rockingham Forest to Corby, Kettering and the Nene Valley, providing green infrastructure 
corridors linking town centre woodlands through rural areas of East Northamptonshire to the 
Nene Valley. This can contribute to enhanced biodiversity, increase forest coverage, combat 
climate change by acting as a carbon sink, aid connectivity by providing walking and cycling 



opportunities, and facilitate a stronger, greener economy by boosting tourism, renewable fuel 
provision and wood-product / forestry enterprises”; 

• Page 15 “In Northamptonshire, broadly a third of CO2 emissions are produced by industry, a 
third by transport and a third by domestic emissions” consider inserting “although there is 
considerable variety across the county – with ~70% of CO2 emissions from Corby coming 
from industry, compared with ~25% in South Northamptonshire”; 

• Page 15 “It is expected that continuing reductions beyond this will be sought in subsequent 
years” – mention that future population growth is a threat to attempts to reduce carbon. 
Mention that the LAA2 NI186 target referenced in the text equates to an emission increase in 
real terms. Mention that the Northamptonshire Climate Change Strategy commits the county 
to reducing CO2 emissions by 34% of 1990 levels by 2020 – requiring a considerably faster 
reduction than currently experienced;  

• Page 16 “and exploring the opportunities afforded by renewable energy sources” change to 
“and diversifying energy supply by heavily investing in renewable energy provision in 
Northamptonshire”; 

• Page 18 Spatial context: “as the main component of the Milton Keynes South Midlands Sub-
region Housing Growth area”. Append “The north of the county also looks north, east and 
west to the urban centres of Leicester and Peterborough”; 

• Page 18 Spelling mistake: Figure 12 illustrates the strategic context; 

• Page 18/19 “Spatial approach and aspirations”: after “with new housing built to the highest 
environmental standards and affordable for local people”, append the paragraph: “The area 
will become a zero carbon and zero waste county, building on its heritage and expertise in 
low carbon technology, energy efficiency and waste management, meeting the 
environmental challenge of population growth, becoming renowned for leadership on climate 
change and biodiversity, and enhancing the reputation of Northamptonshire as a place to 
invest, live and work”; 

• Page 20 after “Kettering will be a main retail centre and focus for healthcare”, append “The 
towns of Corby and Kettering will between them form a secondary economic focal point in the 
Arc, ensuring that residents of these towns and the surrounding rural area are able to access 
services and high order functions without travelling to Northampton”; 

• Page 20 amend “Corby will be recognised for its strengths in manufacturing and in sports 
provision and as a role model for successful regeneration and growth” to “Corby will be 
recognised for its strengths in manufacturing, green technology, high performance 
engineering, logistics and sports provision and as a role model for successful regeneration 
and growth”; 

• Page 21 Strategic Priority 2: include Corby in this requirement (this significant centre of 
population and jobs may be marginalised if routes bypass Corby); 

• Page 21 Strategic Priority 3: include Corby in this requirement (this significant centre of 
population and jobs may be marginalised if routes bypass Corby); 

• Page 21 The Council strongly supports the objectives of Strategic Priorities 2 and 3 that aim 
to improve rail connections and reduce journey times. However the draft document 
emphasises the potential benefits of improving rail connectivity to the south but provides 
limited commentary on the benefits of expanding services northwards. As such the document 
should expand on potential benefits of improving rail connectivity northwards such as tackling 
social exclusion in the rural area and fostering relationships with the Midlands; 

• Page 21 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 1 & 2 that addresses the 
connectivity between the urban areas and rural areas. As a result of the transformation of 
Corby town centre the town is increasingly serving the wider rural hinterland. It is therefore 
considered that improving accessibility for rural areas to the Growth Towns should be an 
additional strategic priority. This could complement Strategic Priority 3 that supports better 



rail connections northwards, including the rural areas in Rutland and East Northamptonshire 
together with proposals for inter-urban transit network; 

• Page 21 Strategic Priority 4 seems rather vague and should be given some local 
distinctiveness; 

• Page 21 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 4: “better rail connections north 
of Corby to East Midlands and East of England urban centres and from Corby to Kettering”;  

• Page 21 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 4: “link Northampton to 
Wellingborough by rail, reducing the time taken to travel the 8 miles between the two towns 
from 105 minutes to 20 and forming a key part of enhanced connectivity through the Arc”; 

• Page 20/21 Rail Connectivity – Corby Borough Council notes the potential for rail 
enhancements to bring major economic benefits to Northamptonshire. A high priority should 
be to promote strategic rail freight services in sustainable locations, most notably Eurohub, 
Corby and Daventry International Rail Freight Terminal. With specific regard to Eurohub, the 
site is of strategic importance to logistics or green business hub; 

• Page 22 Strategic Priority 6: “it is clear that economic growth and prosperity will be inhibited 
without further investment” - append “in both road infrastructure and public transport”; 

• Page 22/23 There seems to be a lack of strategic priorities (and transformational projects) 
focusing on enhanced provision for walking and cycling;  

• Page 23 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 7: “Develop an inter- and intra-
urban network of traffic-free arterial routes for cycling and walking, connecting Arc towns and 
linking to the Nene Valley”;  

• Page 23 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 7: “The Northamptonshire Arc will 
see at least 50p on public transport spent for every £1 invested in road infrastructure, to 
ensure congestion is reduced, modal shift achieved, and to transform public transport” (‘50p’ 
included as suggested amount – it is appreciated that this is tricky to enforce given the 
diverse nature of funding sources but nonetheless presents a valuable commitment); 

• Page 21 The Council welcomes the inclusion of Strategic Priority 9 that aims to improve the 
road connectivity between Kettering and Corby (including the Corby Link Road). Continued 
support for the Corby Link Road is essential to improve the transport links between Corby 
and the A14, relieve the village of Geddington of through traffic, reduce the number and 
severity of road accidents and provide a high quality route for traffic that will assist the 
regeneration and economic growth of Corby; 

• Page 23 Strategic Policy 10: Greater emphasis needs to be put on faster, more frequent 
inter-urban buses. It is strongly suggested that the NAT network incorporate elements of both 
a short-stop and a long-stop service – e.g. shuttle vehicles short and long stopping between 
the major towns in the North Northamptonshire urban spine. The X4 bus service already 
provides this facility in part although journey times are long – under the Arc train proposals it 
would be quicker to get by public transport from Corby to London (40 minutes by train) than 
to from Corby to Northampton (50 minutes by bus); 

• Page 23 Northamptonshire Arc Transit network: it is felt that a rail based NAT network would 
speed up journey times, reduce congestion and increase punctuality; 

• Page 24 Strategic Priority 10: make clear that the NAT network is a public transport concept 
and road improvements will not fall under the NAT network badge; 

• Page 24 Strategic Priority 11: including to the North through Corby; 

• Page 25 ‘Climate Change and Energy’: state that the Northamptonshire Climate Change 
Strategy commits Northamptonshire to reducing CO2 emissions by 34% of 1990 levels by 
2020; 

 



• Page 25 ‘Leadership on Climate Change and Biodiversity’ – consider mentioning fuel 
security driver (both security of supply and security of price); 

• Page 26 In the bullet points, change “all waste is minimized – via reduce, reuse, recycle” to 
“Northamptonshire becomes a zero waste county by 2030”; 

• Page 26 in the bullet points, insert as second bullet point “Northamptonshire becomes a zero 
carbon county by 2030”; 

• Page 26 Strategic Priority 13: change to “Become a zero carbon county by 2030, with 
ambitious interim targets, supporting low carbon growth, significantly increasing the amount 
of renewable energy generated in the county and significantly improving energy efficiency”;  

• Page 26 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 13: “Become a zero waste county 
by 2030, with ambitious interim targets, supporting a resource efficient economy, diverting 
waste from landfill and furthering Northamptonshire national reputation in resource recovery 
and waste management.”;  

• Page 26 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 13: “Diversify and localise energy 
production to lower carbon emissions and increase fuel security, by increasing investment in 
renewable energy in Northamptonshire to a level consistent with becoming a zero carbon 
county; 

• Page 26 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 13: “Undertake a thorough 
energy efficiency drive, ensuring that businesses and households in Northamptonshire use 
no more energy than they have to – aiming to half energy use in existing buildings by 2030”; 

• Page 26 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 13: “Invest in low carbon fuel 
infrastructure for transport, and promote the provision of low carbon transport, reducing 
transport reliance on fossil fuels and aiming to reduce carbon emissions from journeys 
starting in Northamptonshire by considerable amount”; 

• Page 26 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 13: “ensure new development in 
the county is subject to strict environmental controls, including cutting edge energy efficiency 
and low carbon construction”; 

• Page 26 after Strategic Priority 13, append: “The ‘zero carbon, zero waste’ unique selling 
point will greatly enhance the reputation of Northamptonshire as a place to invest, live and 
work – and will represent leadership on climate change”; 

• Page 26 Biodiversity: after the paragraph “It will provide a combination of new habitats and 
excellent recreation and leisure opportunities”, append “Another transformational intervention 
involves the creation of an inter- and intra-urban network of traffic-free arterial routes for 
cycling and walking, connecting Arc towns and linking to the Nene valley. While primarily 
designed to improve connectivity, these arterial routes will also form green corridors of 
woodland habitat providing for biodiversity, with an additional key role in linking existing 
fragmented habitat; 

• Page 27 ‘Biodiversity’ – this section could be more focused / concise;  

• Page 27 Strategic Priority 14: it is felt that this Strategic Priority does not reflect ‘leadership 
on biodiversity’; 

• Page 28 Strategic Priority 14 supports the creation of a multi-functional strategic Biodiversity 
Corridor with linkages to the main towns. The extent of the corridor requires clarification 
which should be provided through mapping; 

• Page 28 The draft document confirms that the corridor would primarily be focused on the 
River Nene. However it also explains that an important factor is the integration between 
urban areas and locations for new growth. It is considered that Corby provides a context that 
could give this transformational project added value and support. The town is set for the 
biggest population increase in North Northamptonshire and provides important linkages to 
Welland Valley and Rockingham Forest.  Greater emphasis on projects beyond the River 
Nene, such as extending the Nene Valley Trail westwards to link Corby Town Centre and 



Priors Hall and Green Infrastructure corridor from Corby to the Nene Valley would help the 
implementation of the biodiversity agenda; 

• Page 28 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 14: “Establish Corby and 
Kettering as forest towns, with biodiversity corridors permeating the towns and linking to 
countryside and the Nene Valley”; 

• Page 28 Include new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 14: “Increase the extent of tree 
cover and biodiversity in Arc towns, providing for enhanced shade, cooling, recreation, 
tranquility and quality of place”; 

• Page 28 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 14: “Create the Carbon Sink 
Forest, by afforesting parts of Northamptonshire to increase forest cover, sequestrate 
carbon, enhance biodiversity, support the rural economy and facilitate recreation”  

• Page 28 A stronger and greener economy – this doesn’t mention much on greener economy. 
Before “from a logistics viewpoint…”, insert paragraph: “The movement of Northamptonshire 
to zero carbon and zero waste provides an opportunity for the county to move to the cutting 
edge of low carbon technology and consolidate its position as a UK leader in waste 
management”.  

• Page 29 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 15: “Establish a university 
presence in North Northamptonshire”  

• Page 29 amend “Priority sectors include construction / built environment, engineering, 
logistics, creative and business services” to “Priority sectors include low carbon technology, 
construction / built environment, engineering, logistics, creative and business services”  

• Page 30/31 The Council welcomes Strategic Priority 18 that supports high performance 
engineering and motor sport industries in Northamptonshire. However the draft tends to 
concentrate on Silverstone. The recently completed Strategic Employment Land Assessment 
for Northamptonshire identified Rockingham Motor Speedway and surrounding area as part 
of Northamptonshire’s internationally recognised strength in high performance engineering 
and related motor sport sector. A master plan is under preparation that will provide focus on 
this area to realise and maximise the opportunities that the site can bring to the area in terms 
of sustainable growth and town centre regeneration. Accordingly the Northamptonshire Arc 
should place greater perspective on Rockingham Motor Speedway and the exciting 
opportunity it presents. The preparation of the Master Plan for the only ‘oval’ motor sport 
circuit in the UK should be included in the schedule of transformational projects; 

• Page 31 Amend “This can help halt and in time reverse the decline in manufacturing in the 
county” to “This can help halt and in time reverse the decline in manufacturing in the county 
and will be turbocharged by the move to zero carbon”;  

• Page 31 Amend “This sector has considerable potential for further growth and innovation 
which needs to be harnessed” to “This sector has considerable potential for further growth 
and innovation which needs to be harnessed, and the sector will be supported by the move 
to zero waste”;  

• Page 31 Strategic Priority 19 that aims to ensure that Northamptonshire is an exemplar for 
construction based innovation and delivery of low carbon growth is welcomed. Corby is well 
placed to implement projects with significant number of waste allocations identified in the 
emerging Minerals and Waste Development Framework and a planning application is 
expected to be submitted shortly for a Resource Recovery Centre for recycling, energy 
recovery and generation; 

• Page 33 Insert new Strategic Priority after Strategic Priority 22: “Support the development of 
Corby and Kettering as a secondary economic focal point in the Arc, to counteract poor 
connectivity by road and rail between these towns and Northampton, ensuring that residents 
of Corby, Kettering and the surrounding rural area are able to access services and high order 
functions without travelling to Northampton” 

 



• Page 33 Strategic Priority 22 supports the key growth centres, including Corby, which is 
applauded. The Council is pleased that the regeneration of Corby town centre has been 
highlighted by the consultation document as an excellent example of the role a proactive 
public sector can play. For the momentum to be maintained the Northamptonshire Arc should 
support initiatives such as the Corby Railway Bridge and Corby Walk within the schedule of 
transformational projects; 

• Page 34 ’Making it happen’ append “and ‘zero carbon, zero waste’”; 

• Page 34 The Council welcomes Strategic Priority 23 that supports activities to bring forward 
employment sites and ensure that the town centres are the focus for much of the new 
commercial and employment related development. The Strategic Employment Land 
Assessment for Northamptonshire identified the area of land between Wheatley Avenue and 
Station Road as an important employment location. This sustainable location on the edge of 
Corby town centre has been subject to a master planning exercise to maximise the locations 
use for business and education use in line with the Northamptonshire Technology Realm 
initiative. As such it would be appropriate to specifically support the project within the 
schedule of transformational projects. 

Additional transformative projects to add to Appendix B: 

Carbon Sink Forest; 

Inter – and intra-urban arterial routes for cycling, walking and green infrastructure; 

Forest towns – linking countryside to towns through green corridors; 

Resource Recovery Centre; 

Wheatley Avenue and Station Road Master Plan; 

Corby Railway Bridge; 

Corby Walk; 

Eurohub; 

Rockingham Motor Speedway Master Plan; and 

Renewable energy generation. 

 



Appendix B 
The Northamptonshire Arc - Proposed Outcomes and Strategic Priorities 
 
 
Outcome: Transformed connectivity 
Strategic Priority 1 – Support the 
opportunities provided by the HS2 proposal to 
secure better inter-city connections 
Strategic Priority 2 – Secure a minimum 
of two fast services (with journey times of 
less than 40 minutes) per hour from the 
Northamptonshire Arc to London on both 
the West Coast and Midland Main Lines 
Strategic Priority 3 – Better rail connections and 
reduced journey times to Birmingham, Manchester 
and other major centres 
Strategic Priority 4 – Optimise the 
potential benefits provided by the connections to 
Eurostar services 
Strategic Priority 5 – Utilise the 
potential provided by new technology and other 
measures to secure better reliability on the existing 
strategic 
national road network which connect the 
Northamptonshire Arc with other areas 
Strategic Priority 6 – Secure investment 
and improvements to the strategic road network to 
support economic growth in the Northamptonshire 
Arc 
Strategic Priority 7 – Gain recognition 
for the A34/A43/A45 between the M4 and A14 as 
an ‘infrastructure gap’ in the strategic national 
network 
Strategic Priority 8 – Deliver improved 
reliability and resilience on the Northamptonshire 
Arc road network by utilising a package of 
measures, 
including new technologies 
Strategic Priority 9 – Improve the 
Northamptonshire Arc (urban and inter-urban) road 
network where this is needed to support economic 
growth and as part of comprehensive approach 
which also incorporates investment to support 
public transport, low carbon 
modes and ‘smarter choices’ 
Strategic Priority 10 – Secure support for and 
implement a Northamptonshire Arc Mass Transit 
urban and inter-urban network (NAT) 
Strategic Priority 11 – Ensure that major growth 
locations provide connections to and support the 
Northamptonshire Arc Mass Transit network 
Strategic Priority 12 – Identify and 
deliver the first ‘pilot’ phase (subject to funding) of 
a Northamptonshire Arc Mass Transit network by 
2013 
 
Outcome: Leadership on climate 
change & biodiversity 
Strategic Priority 13 – Support ‘low carbon 
growth’ through reducing the 
impact of development on climate change 

Strategic Priority 14 – Establish and support a 
new multi-functional strategic Biodiversity Corridor 
with linkages to the main towns 
 
Outcome: A stronger and greener economy 
Strategic Priority 15 – Secure, target 
and deliver investment in schools to 
raise attainment, improve performance, 
widen opportunity, support economic 
growth and strengthen their role at the centre of 
local communities 
Strategic Priority 16 – Identify and 
implement measures to ensure that 
Northamptonshire becomes a leader in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) related activities and sectors 
Strategic Priority 17- Make 
Northamptonshire a compelling business 
case for next generation digital connectivity 
Strategic Priority 18 – Support high performance 
engineering and motor sport industries in 
Northamptonshire and the role of Silverstone as 
the focal point 
for automotive and high technology 
excellence in the UK and worldwide 
Strategic Priority 19 – Ensure that 
Northamptonshire is an exemplar for 
construction-based innovation and delivery of low-
carbon growth 
Strategic Priority 20 – Support the economic 
growth of Northampton to enable it to become a 
powerful and growing regional centre 
Strategic Priority 21 – Focus attention to 
regenerate Northampton’s central area to enable it 
to become the commercial, cultural and retail heart 
of the Northamptonshire Arc and the focus for new 
employment and other economic activity 
Strategic Priority 22 – Support the key growth 
centres of Corby, Daventry, 
Kettering, Towcester and Wellingborough 
and the important role of other towns, 
particularly Rushden, in relation to their 
regeneration plans and ambitions 
Strategic Priority 23 – Support activities 
to bring forward employment sites and ensure that 
the town centres in the 
Northamptonshire Arc are the focus for much of 
the new commercial and employment-related 
development 

 



 

Appendix C 
The Northamptonshire Arc – Projects 
 
High Speed Rail (HS2); 
Midland Main Line Rail Electrification to Sheffield; 
West Coast Main Line Path and Speed enhancements; 
A14 capacity and demand measures; 
M1 capacity and demand measures; 
A34/A43/A45 designation as part of the National Strategic Road Network; 
A43/A45 Key Junctions and Approaches Package including A5 improvements; 
Northampton Orbital & Radial Improvements; 
‘Northamptonshire Arc’ Transit network; 
Northampton Castle Station redevelopment; 
Northampton Central Bus Interchange; 
Daventry to Northampton connectivity improvements, including A45 Flore-Weedon Bypass; 
Kettering to Wellingborough connectivity improvements, including Isham Bypass and Isham to 
Wellingborough; 
Corby to Kettering connectivity improvements, including Corby Link Road; 
Daventry urban transit; 
Travel centres programme ; 
On-demand travel information; 
Green links; 
Northamptonshire Arc Biodiversity Corridor; 
Northampton Grosvenor Centre and Greyfriars redevelopment; 
I-Con (Sustainable Construction), Daventry; 
Off site manufacturing park for construction modules; 
Silverstone Masterplan including High Performance Engineering & Motorsport centre of 
Excellence, Silverstone; 
Technologies Innovation centre for Logistics; and 
Northamptonshire Fit for Market Programme. 
 


