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Local Plan Committee 4th August 2010
 

North Northamptonshire Strategic Sports Facilities Framework  
 

SYNOPSIS 
To inform Members of the North Northamptonshire Strategic Sports Facilities Framework and 
how this informs the development of the Corby Site Specific Allocations Development Plan 
Document.  

1. Relevant Background Details 
1.1 Nortoft Partnerships was appointed in December 2008 by the Joint Planning Unit and 

Northamptonshire Sport to undertake a Sports Facilities Framework for North 
Northamptonshire (NN SSFF).  

1.2 Detailed objectives of the framework included the need to:- 

• Influence the Core Spatial Strategy review by providing a comprehensive evidence 
base;  

• Reflect the priorities set out in emerging Whole Sport Plans (developed by National 
Governing Bodies to illustrate how they propose to deliver Sport England priorities);  

• Plan effectively for the impending Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme;  
• Inform the North Northamptonshire Development Contributions Supplementary 

Planning Document (SPD); Inform other Local Development Framework (LDF) 
planning documents (such as the Site Specific Allocations Development Plan 
Document (DPD)) and strategies of the North Northamptonshire local authorities; 

•  “Make the case” for sport;  
• Inform/update the North Northamptonshire Programme of Development (PoD) 

infrastructure list. 
2. Report 

2.1 The Framework builds on the sports and leisure strategies of local authorities and focuses on 
key sports in the area (Archery, Badminton, Football, Rugby Union, Volleyball, Athletics, 
Cycling, Gymnastics and Squash) and the built facilities which provide for these. The facility 
types covered are: 

• Athletics Tracks 
• Dedicated gymnastics venues 
• Health and fitness facilities 
• Indoor tennis centres 
• Swimming pools 
• Cycling provision 
• Golf driving ranges 
• Indoor bowling centres 
• Sports Halls 
• Synthetic Turf Pitches (STPs) 

 



2.2 The Framework also provides a brief overview of a small number of specialist adventure 
sports including indoor and outdoor adventure sports. 

2.3 The NN SSFF focuses on those facilities which are of strategic importance within North 
Northamptonshire. Figure 1 displays the hierarchy of facilities. At each level of the hierarchy, 
facilities may be owned or managed by the public (local authority and education), private, 
voluntary or commercial sectors and also include further and higher education facilities. 

 
Figure 1: Sports Facility Hierarchy  

2.4 The Framework includes calculations to determine the future levels of facility provision 
required up to 2026 per 1,000 head of population. The methodology uses a variety of 
information to assess these requirements. This includes: 

• local supply and demand balance 
• share of facilities 
• travel time maps 
• facilities planning and 
• population information 

2.5 The Framework sets out detailed recommendations of the level of facility provision required 
by district between 2009 and 2021 and 2021 to 2026. These are set out in Sections 13 and 
14 of the report, along with potential locations for delivery. The Framework is clear that 
ultimately the number, size and location of facilities will need to be determined by more 
detailed feasibility work, possibly at the local authority level.  

2.6 Within Corby the following requirements have been calculated up to 2021: 

• Sports Halls – 21 courts 
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• Swimming Pools – no requirement 
• Synthetic Turf Pitches – no requirement 
• Indoor Bowls- 6 rink indoor bowls centre 
• Indoor Tennis- no requirement 
• Athletic Tracks- no requirement 
• Health and Fitness- 206 Stations 
• Golf Driving Ranges- no requirements 

2.7 And for North Northants overall the following requirements have been calculated up to 2021: 

• Squash- 1 six court venue  
• Cycling- one closed road cycle track  
• Gymnastics- Dedicated gymnastics centre incorporating rhythmic gymnastics 

competition venue 
2.8 On a North Northamptonshire level, the NN SSFF identifies a range of County Sports 

Partnership ‘Plus’ level facilities. These are facilities that service a market and/or operate at 
Northamptonshire level or above. The study outlines that these facilities should be afforded 
protection from negative development and referenced in the Core Spatial Strategy. Such 
facilities could be identified for strategic level development contributions across the County 
as a whole. Close working between relevant agencies will be required to consider the cross-
boundary impacts of these facilities. 

2.9 Existing facilities which should be designated “CSP Plus” within Corby include: 

• East Midlands International Pool, Corby; and 
• Adrenaline Alley, Corby. 

3. Corby Borough Site Specific Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD) 
3.1 All planning policies and proposals in the LDF are required to be founded on a 

comprehensive, sound evidence base. The 2006 Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study 
is currently Corby’s primary LDF evidence base for sports and recreation matters. This study 
is compliant with the requirements of PPG17 and includes an audit of existing open space 
and green infrastructure with detailed evidence to support the quantity, quality and 
accessibility targets for open space. The study relates specifically to planning requirements 
set out in government guidance and forms the basis for related policies in the emerging DPD.  

3.2 The NN SSFF builds upon the existing evidence base for indoor and outdoor sports and 
recreation facilities. Whereas the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study classed outdoor 
sports as one typology/grouping, the NN SSFF provides more detailed information on the 
types of outdoor sports and considers a wider range of activities e.g. golf. The NN SSFF also 
builds on the open space study by considering the neighbour authorities and the provision 
they offer. The existing provision is assessed to determine how well they are serving the 
catchment areas, and this can determine whether there is an oversupply of certain sports. 
Furthermore the study considers the impact of the ‘import and export’ of demand across 
borough boundaries and allows unmet demand to be mapped.  

3.3 Chapter 9 of the emerging Corby Borough Site Specific Allocations DPD allows for the 
provision of additional sports facilities as a result of on or off site development contributions. 
The document does not allocate specific sites for sports facilities development as it is 
anticipated these sites will be developed on a case by case basis as the population 
increases. Corby Borough Council Culture and Leisure department do not currently have a 
local sports facilities strategy to identify requirements within the Borough; therefore the NN 
SSFF can assist with the application of the DPD (i.e. development contribution discussions to 
determine the sports facilities required) and subsequent Supplementary Planning Documents 
such as the Developer Contributions SPD being prepared by the Joint Planning Unit.   
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3.4 Culture and Leisure have noted it is important to recognise that the NN SSFF identifies 
requirements for larger scale facilities as this is a strategic North Northamptonshire 
document. The study should not be recognised as a stand alone document to determine 
sports facility requirements in the Borough as there may be a greater need for 
smaller/localised facilities which are not considered in this framework.  Work to update the 
Corby Sports Development Strategy is anticipated to commence in October 2010 and will 
implement the findings of the NN SSFF, alongside identifying smaller scale/local sports 
requirements. Once the Sports Development Strategy has been completed, it may become 
evident that allocations for sports facilities are required in future reviews of LDF documents.   

3.5 In terms of CSP Plus level facilities within the Borough, we would expect these to be 
acknowledged within the review of the Core Spatial Strategy and any supporting text to 
identify the protection required from negative development, and outlines the possibilities for 
strategic level development contributions.  

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The adoption of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework, including the 
Site Specific Allocations DPD is and will remain a Corby Borough Council priority. 
Financial, Legal and Performance Information 
None as a direct result of this report 
Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities and Community Safety 
None as a direct result of this report but all are key considerations during the preparation of 
the Local Development Framework. 
Sustainability 
Legislation requires the Site Specific Allocations DPD to be prepared with a view to 
contributing to the achievement of sustainable development. To this end a Sustainability 
Appraisal Report accompanied the Site Specific Allocations DPD. 

5. Conclusion 
The NN SSFF is considered to be a robust study based on national standards, best practice, 
and has reflected where possible the future aspirations of the National Governing Bodies in 
its recommendations. It will inform the submission version of the Corby Site Allocations DPD 
and form part of the LDF evidence base that can provide a clear basis for the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Review and the progression of the Development 
Contributions SPD.  

6. Recommendation 
It is recommended that Members note the findings of the North Northamptonshire Strategic 
Sports Facilities Framework and how this will inform the development of the Local 
Development Framework. 

 Background Papers 
North Northamptonshire Strategic Sports Facilities Framework (April 2010) 

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/North%20Northants%20SSFF%20Final%20May2010.pdf

A Hard copy is available in the Members Room 

 Officer to Contact 
Lisa Clements, Planning Officer, ext 4205 
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