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Local Plans Committee 10th October 2007
 

North Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
 

SYNOPSIS 
To update Members on the progress and findings of the North Northamptonshire Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment and provide evidence to assist in the production of Corby’s 
Local Development Framework; and to update Members of the current affordable housing 
situation in Corby, with a 30% affordable housing target recommended to 2021. 

1. Relevant Background Details 
1.1 The consultants Fordham Research were commissioned to undertake a Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) for North Northamptonshire, in line with 
Government guidelines and additional information issued in Planning Policy Statement 3: 
Housing (PPS3). The project group for this SHMA has consisted of housing and planning 
representatives for the four local authorities, the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning 
Unit, the County Council, the Regional Assembly and the Housing Corporation. 

1.2 The completed SHMA will form part of the ‘background evidence’ for Local 
Development Documents (LDDs) within the emerging Local Development Framework 
(LDF) for Corby and the wider North Northamptonshire area. PPS3 provides the following 
direction: 

‘Based upon the findings of the Strategic Housing Market Assessment and other local 
evidence, Local Planning Authorities should set out in Local Development Documents:  

 the likely overall proportions of households that require market or affordable 
housing, for example, x% market housing and y% affordable housing 

 the likely profile of household types requiring market housing e.g. multi-person, 
including families and children (x%), single persons (y%), couples (z%) 

 the size and type of affordable housing required’ 

1.3 PPS3 also notes the required relationship between the SHMA and regional and 
local spatial strategies, in this case the North Northants Core Spatial Strategy - namely to: 

 estimate housing need and demand in terms of affordable and market housing 

 determine how the distribution of need and demand varies across the plan 
area, for example as between the urban and rural areas 

2. Report 
The North Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment 

2.1 The North Northamptonshire SHMA consisted of two phases: the first; background 
work establishing the dimensions and character of the housing market, and the second; 
containing the required analysis, largely in line with the final requirements of PPS3. 

2.2 The SHMA summarises information and analysis on the following elements of the 
local housing market: 

(a) Current dwelling stock and tenure 

(b) Housing market drivers, trends, and affordability 
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(c) Housing demand and housing need 

(d) Total future numbers by age 

(e) Current and future numbers of households in need by size 

(f)  Particular housing requirements 

2.3 From this analysis the SHMA draws together a number of discussion points looking 
at the spatial character of the current market and where there may appear to be ‘gaps’ in 
how provision does or does not meet identified needs. The SHMA then provides a number 
of suggestions for how future housing and planning policies should address key elements 
of market activity and of the North Northamptonshire ‘growth’ agenda 

2.4 The completed North Northamptonshire SHMA, the consultant’s background report 
and Corby’s Housing Needs Assessment will be made available to the public on the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit website. 

Local Development Framework 

2.5 Based on the final conclusions of the SHMA, the North Northamptonshire Core 
Spatial Strategy provides an affordable housing target that 30% of planned new supply in 
Corby should be affordable. See Appendix 1 for further information. 

2.6 The emerging Corby Borough Site Specific Proposals or other Local Development 
Documents will set out more detailed housing requirements to reflect the findings of the 
SHMA. 

3. Options to be considered (if any) 
None at this time. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The adoption of the Corby LDF and constituent Local Development Documents is and will 
remain a Corby Borough Council priority. This study is essential baseline work for that 
purpose. 

Financial 
None directly from this report. 

Legal 
The SHMA has been carried out in strict accordance with Government guidelines in order 
to produce a robust study that is credible supporting evidence for the elements of the LDF 
that must undergo public examination in the future. 

Performance Information / Best Value / Community Safety / Human Rights 
None directly related to this report but all are key considerations during the LDF 
preparation process. 

Sustainability / Equalities 
The LDF process embraces sustainability and equalities, the opportunity for all to 
comment on Corby’s Local Development Documents is a key factor supporting these 
principles. 

5. Conclusion 
5.1 SHMAs occupy a much more important role than previous Housing Needs 
Assessments as they determine not only the amount and mix of affordable housing 
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required in a market area, but also determine the overall total of market and affordable 
housing and the key features of the market housing to be provided. 

5.2 The SHMA for North Northamptonshire will provide robust evidence underpinning 
the emerging LDF for the Borough and its partner authorities, as it provides substantial 
evidence and data on the current workings of the local housing market and of its 
constituent features. 

5.3 The North Northamptonshire SHMA provides strong evidence to suggest that a 30% 
affordable housing target for Corby would be more suitable in delivering 20% of the 
MKSM target of 16,800 new homes (i.e. 3360 affordable homes) over the plan period 
2001-2021. 

5.4 Based on this it has been approved by Members of the North Northamptonshire 
Joint Planning Committee that the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy be 
amended to show that Corby is seeking 30% affordable housing between now and the 
end of the plan period. 

6. Recommendations 
(1) It is recommended that Members note the North Northamptonshire Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment, which will be used to shape housing-related policies 
required by Corby’s emerging Local Development Framework. 

 Background Papers 
(1) Corby Housing Needs Assessment (2003) 

(2) Corby Borough Council Housing Strategy (2005-08) 

(3) North Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment, Compact Report, 
 (2007) 

(4) North Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment, Consultant’s 
 Background Report, (2007)  

(5) Corby Housing Needs Assessment (2007) – Not yet finalised 

 Appendices 
None. 

 External Consultations 
Extensive consultation has been undertaken with a range of stakeholders from the 
statutory, private and independent sectors during the work undertaken to produce the 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment. 

 Officer to Contact 
Bernice Samtani, Local Plans 

Telephone: 01536 463188 

Email: Bernice.Samtani@corby.gov.uk 


