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Local Plan Committee 13 July 2005 
 

North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit’s consultative document “Options for 
North Northamptonshire” 

 

SYNOPSIS 
To recommend to Members a response to the Options for                           

North Northamptonshire Paper 
 

 
1. Relevant Background Details 

 
The Options Paper has been produced as the first stage in formulating an overall town 
planning strategy for the North Northamptonshire area.  Formally the strategy will be known 
as the “Core Spatial Strategy” and will be part of the area’s Local Development Framework.  
It is referred to throughout the Paper as the “Plan”. 
 
This is an informal stage and is the Council’s first opportunity to input to the Plans content. 
 
A copy of the Paper has been circulated to all Members of the Council as it will be to all 
Councillors in the constituent local authorities. 
 

2. Report 
 
The Paper looks at the “issues” to be faced in North Northamptonshire and sets some 
“options” for dealing with those although recognising there may be others. 
 
There will be further consultation on the preferred options in the autumn before the draft Plan 
is produced in spring 2006.  There will then be further opportunity to comment and an 
examination of the Plan by an independent Inspector late in 2006. With adoption 
programmed for spring 2007. 
 
The Paper covers the background of current national and regional policy for the area and in 
particular its proposed growth especially in Corby, Wellingborough, and Kettering.  It makes 
clear the need to create sustainable communities. 
 
The Paper gives a draft Vision and Objectives.  The Vision is lengthy, descriptive and all 
encompassing.  The Objectives generally overlap with those we agreed some time ago for 
our own LDF but elements of ours not referred to are: - 
 
• Corby’s regeneration needs 
• Corby’s doubling of its population by 2031 
• Minimising flood risk 
• Use of renewable resources 
• Involvement of communities in the LDF process 
• Improving the Quality of Life for all 
 
We should request that the Paper’s Objectives reflect all the above. 
 
Indeed the Paper is very disappointing throughout in respect of its lack of mention and 
recognition of the need not just to grow but also regenerate Corby.  Corby’s regeneration 
needs have been recognised for some time by central government and others, hence the 
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early grant of our own Urban Regeneration Company, Catalyst Corby of which there is no 
mention in the Paper.  
 
The Paper’s apparent failure to deal with Corby’s regeneration as an issue in itself is 
considered to be an avoidable omission.  We should insist that the Paper addresses this 
issue appropriately. 
 
Despite the above the Paper does address a range of other issues considered necessary 
and salient e.g. the role of the respective towns in the future, the services and facilities 
required, the provision of jobs, the location of new housing, the environment and green 
spaces. 
 
22 different questions are posed about the issues raised, not all of which need be 
commented by this Council as they refer to issues not wholly relevant to Corby e.g. the role 
and growth of smaller town in North Northamptonshire all of which lie outside the Borough’s 
boundary. 
 
The following are considered the key questions for Corby and the suggested comments in 
response.  (The full questions and suggested options are given in the Paper which has been 
circulated to all Members). 
 
Q1 Vision and Objectives 
 
The Vision should refer to the need to regenerate. 
Corby and the objectives more fully reflect those agreed for the Corby LDF. 
 
Q3 Options for the Growth Towns     
  
Option A which implies competition for investment is Corby’s preferred option as the others 
are considered to be potentially detrimental to the prospects for Corby’s growth and 
regeneration.  Option A is therefore Corby BC’s preferred option. 
 
Q6 Transport 
 
The key issues for Corby BC are the (i) provision of a new passenger train service, a new 
railway station and improved rail freight infrastructure, and (ii) improved and new road 
connections to the town including a new dualled A43 Corby Link Road, new northern 
distributor road, and dualling of the A43 in part at least north to the A1. 
 
Q7 & 8 What infrastructure and what are the priorities? 
 
Corby BC supports the principle that housing growth must be accompanied by appropriate 
infrastructure provision e.g. health care, jobs, skills development, community facilities, open 
spaces etc.  Corby also recognises the importance of developer contributions through 
planning agreements in helping to provide infrastructure and that the pooling of such 
contributions from major developments help fund key strategic infrastructure.  However 
Corby BC will consider the outcome of the current work on developer contributions, 
“Capturing Land Values” commissioned by NNT before it comments further on the matter. 
 
 Q10 Jobs and skills training provision 
 
None of the 3 listed options would be Corby’s preference.  Corby BC wishes to diversify its 
economic base, attract higher value added activity, build on its existing strengths, establish 
an entrepreneurial culture and have skills training provided locally. 
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Q11 Town Centre Development 
 
The need to redevelop Corby’s Town Centre is recognised nationally and in regional 
planning guidance.  It requires improved retailing, leisure, service and transport provision and 
significant change to its appearance and environment.  Corby BC and its various partners 
are making real progress in achieving this already. 
 
Q12 & 13 Housing Growth 
 
Corby BC has already considered where it would wish to see its major urban extensions up 
to 2021, to the North East and West of the Town Centre.  Work is ongoing on these options 
and this is acknowledged in the Paper. 
 
Q 16 & 17 Beyond 2021 
 
The Paper advises of our longer-term aspirations of doubling the Borough’s population by 
2031.  At this time it is considered premature to decide between the suggested options on 
how to accommodate this growth i.e. by extending urban extensions started before 2021, or 
identifying new.  
 
Q 20 & 21 Green Infrastructure, priorities and delivery 
 
Corby BC agrees that the provision of green infrastructure as defined in the Paper is a high 
priority and that initially the focus should be upon the enhancement of existing areas and 
how they may integrate into a new wider framework across North Northamptonshire. 
 
Q22 What is missing? 
 
The regeneration needs of Corby are not addressed in the Paper and need to be as they 
should be a key consideration in the new strategic Plan for North Northamptonshire. 
 

3. Issues to be taken into account 
 
Policy Priorities 
 
The adoption of our LDF is a priority.  This Paper is an important step. 
 
Performance Information 
 
Maintaining progress against our approved LDS is important in future circulations of Planning 
Delivery Grant. 
 
Financial, Legal, Sustainability, Best Value, Community Safety, Human Rights, 
Equalities 
 
None directly from this report but are important considerations as the LDF progresses.  
   

4. Conclusion 
 
The Paper is important as the first step in the process of delivering a new overall town 
planning strategy for the North Northamptonshire area.  It does not however address one of 
Corby’s key major issues i.e. the need for the Borough’s regeneration, and it should. 
 
The Paper probably addresses all the other major issues pertinent to Corby and the North 
Northamptonshire Area. 
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5. Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that the comments detailed above in respect of the various questions 
posed by the Paper form the basis of the Borough Council’s response to the Paper 
 
Officer to contact 
Norman Stronach, Corporate Director (Operational) 

 
 

 

 


