
Inspector’s Report on the Examination of the 
North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) 

 
The Joint Planning Unit has received the Planning Inspector’s final report, which will be 
published on Wednesday 14th May and reported to the Joint Planning Committee on the 
12th June. The Inspectors report is binding. This briefing note sets out headlines from the 
report to alert colleagues of issues ahead of publication. 
 
The main headline is that, subject to some changes including those recommended by 
the Joint Planning Unit, the Inspector finds that the CSS is sound. That is, it passes all 
the tests set out in national guidance and can be adopted by the Joint Planning 
Committee. This will be the first core strategy in the region and the first joint core 
strategy in the country. 
 
The Inspector has raised concerns at the absence of information on future 
infrastructure funding and the limited tangible financial commitment from the 
government (particularly in relation to the main A14 improvement coming forward around 
2016). He recommends monitoring and an early review of the CSS (as agreed by Joint 
Planning Committee) to ensure that necessary infrastructure is put in place to give 
certainty to housing and employment provision in the longer term. He considers that a 
collective approach is essential and supports a continuing role for the JPU.  
 
Notwithstanding this concern over future infrastructure funding, the Inspector supports 
the spatial vision for North Northamptonshire, the level of detail set out in the CSS 
and the main policy approaches that it contains, including: 
 

 Housing trajectory and the distribution of housing between settlements (e.g. he 
has not supported an increased figure for Burton Latimer)  

 Focus of green-field development on the identified sustainable urban extensions 
(he has agreed that there should be flexibility for NE Corby to be larger than 
Priors Hall)  

 Employment strategy (he has not supported Pulse Park but has indicated that 
strategic distribution sites should be identified in the CSS review) 

 Affordable housing targets (including increasing Corby target to 30%) 
 Approach to sustainable design and renewable energy 

 
The one significant policy issue where the Inspector has not supported the CSS is 
Strategic Gaps, which he considers are counter to national policy and unnecessary 
given the countryside protection policies applying outside settlement boundaries and 
sustainable urban extensions. He has deleted this policy from the CSS but indicated that 
areas of countryside where an integrated approach to landscape management is 
warranted could be defined on their merits. 


