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North Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 
 

SYNOPSIS 
This report is the summary of key findings from this years Annual Monitoring Report 2008 – 

2009  

 

1. Relevant Background Details 
1.1 Under the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) Regulations 2004, local 

planning authorities are required to prepare an Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) to 
review progress against targets for the preparation of Local Development Framework 
(LDF) documents set out in the Local Development Scheme and to monitor the 
performance of planning policies. 

1.2 Accordingly, the Corby AMR has been prepared every year since 2004-2005 for 
submission to the Government of the East Midlands within the statutory deadline of 31st 
December.  

1.3 The 2008-2009 AMR is the first joint AMR prepared by the Joint Planning Unit and 
officers at the constituent authorities. The document is now divided into two parts, Part 
A at the North Northamptonshire level which focuses on measuring the effects of the 
adopted Core Spatial Strategy and Part B which looks at District information in more 
detail. 

1.4 The Joint Planning Unit submitted the AMR to the Government Office for the East 
Midlands on 8th January 2010. 

2. Detail 
2.1 The Joint AMR runs to over 150 pages and a copy has therefore been placed in the 

Members room and on the Councils Planning Policy web page at 
http://www.corby.gov.uk/EnvironmentAndPlanning/Planning/Documents/Full%20Versio
n.pdf. The main findings of the report are however summarised below. 

LDF Plan Making 

• Overall progress against the Local Development Scheme has been good. The North 
Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy was adopted in June 2008; the first joint core 
strategy to be adopted in the country and the first adopted core strategy in the East 
Midlands region. 

• Considerable progress has been made in taking forward the Core Spatial Strategy at 
site specific level in Corby. Public consultation was undertaken on the Site Specific 
Allocations Development Plan Document in line with the latest Local Development 
Scheme. 

Economy  

• At present there is a paucity of robust information for employment growth. However the 
AMR indicates that the three Growth Towns are under performing in relation to meeting 
the Core Spatial Strategy targets for new jobs. 

• A vast amount of employment land was developed in the Borough during the period. 
Most employment floorspace has been developed in B8 (strategic distribution), which 
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leads the AMR to question whether the diversification of the economy into higher value 
activity is being achieved. 

• Corby performed well environmentally as 100% of employment floorspace was 
developed on Previously Developed Land. 

Housing  

• Despite the beginning of the economic slowdown Corby delivered 476 net additional 
dwellings, which is the highest level of housing completions in North Northamptonshire. 
However the rate of housing completions remains below the levels of housing 
envisaged in the Core Spatial Strategy. 

• The number of affordable houses completed was a significant increase compared to 
last years AMR and represents the second highest in North Northamptonshire with 114 
completions during the monitoring period. 

• It is noted that the rate of house building is likely to fall in 2009-2010 due to the impact 
of the credit crunch and subsequent recession. The AMR reveals that Corby is in a 
strong position for the economic recovery with significant number of dwellings already 
committed via permissions and allocations. This provides certainty for developers and 
allows house building to continue as soon as the economic conditions improve. 

• Local Planning Authorities are required to identify and maintain a rolling 5 year supply 
of land for housing. Currently, the District has 5.34 years supply of housing.  

• 35% of new housing was on Previously Developed Land in Corby which hits above the 
current Core Spatial Strategy target. 

• During the monitoring period, 87% of residential development sites of 10 or more 
dwellings were built at a density above the national minimum density of 30 dwellings 
per hectare, indicating that the Council is currently making very efficient use of its land 
supply. 

Environmental quality  

• In terms of quality of design 85% of new housing sites in Corby achieved poor rating 
against the Building for Life criteria; this is a Government endorsed assessment 
benchmark which looks at a number of aspects of the design. This is a new indicator 
therefore the low score may be explained by the fact that most of the completed sites 
during 2008-2009 were given planning permission before PPS3 and the requirement 
for Design and Access statements was introduced. It is noted that, whilst BfL scores 
are disappointing, high quality schemes such as Corby International Swimming Pool 
and the Railway station have been completed in recent years. 

• In Corby no applications were granted contrary to the recommendations made by the 
Environment Agency on flooding issues. 

• During the monitoring period, there was no change in areas of biodiversity importance 
and no development was permitted on environmentally designated sites.  

• Only 42% of Sites of Special Scientific Interest in Corby are in favourable or recovering 
condition which is below the regional average. It is noted within the Joint AMR that a 
focus may be required in the Core Strategy Review to improve the existing designated 
areas. 

Infrastructure  

• The AMR notes the development of the new Railway Station and International Pool 
which improves sports infrastructure; as well as new education facilities with the Corby 
Academy and Tresham Campus. Design work is ongoing on the Corby Link Road and 
the Northern Orbital has further Government funding. The highways authority has also 
undertaken a Town Centre Strategy for Corby and a Green Infrastructure Investment 
Plan has been developed for North Northamptonshire. 
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3. Options to be considered (if any) 
The Council is legally required to have am AMR in place as part of its LDF. There is therefore 
no real alternative option to the Council. 

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The Joint AMR will be carefully considered during the preparation of the Site Specific 
Allocations DPD and review of the Joint Core Strategy. 
Financial 
None directly from this report 
Legal 
Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 as amended 
Performance Information 
None directly from this report 
Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities, Sustainability, Community Safety 
These are all essential requirements of the LDF processes. The production of the AMR and 
continual monitoring ensure that the LDF continues to promote the issues in the Borough and 
help to monitor progress. 

5. Conclusion 
The preparation and submission of the AMR to the Government is a statutory requirement of 
the new planning system. Members are asked to note the content of the North 
Northamptonshire AMR 2008-2009 which was prepared in accordance with the regulations 
and national planning guidance. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that Members note the findings within the Joint AMR 2008-2009. 

Background Papers 
Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Spatial Planning 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/pps12lsp 

Regional Spatial Strategy and Local Development Framework: Core Output Indicators 
Update 2/2008 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/coreoutputindicators2 

North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy 
http://www.northamptonshireobservatory.org.uk/publications/document.asp?documentid=910 

Officer to Contact 
Jennie Johnson, Local Plans officer, ext.4165 


