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Local Plan Committee 14th April 2010 
 

River Nene Regional Park 
Nene Valley Strategic Plan: Realising the potential of the Nene Valley  

 
SYNOPSIS 

To agree a response to the consultation by the River Nene Regional Park on the Nene Valley 
Strategic Plan: Realising the potential of the Nene Valley  

1. Relevant Background Details 
1.1   The Nene Valley Strategic Plan has been prepared by the River Nene Regional Park 

(RNRP). RNRP is a community interest company creating a green infrastructure network of 
environmental projects extending from Daventry to Peterborough linking the towns of 
Northampton, Towcester, Wellingborough, Kettering and Corby.  

1.2   The draft strategic plan sets out proposals to allow the Nene Valley (in the 35 miles between 
Northampton and Peterborough) to be more easily enjoyed by those who live or work in 
Northamptonshire. The focus is on providing an integrated strategy to develop improved 
recreational and environmental experiences in the Nene Valley. 

1.3 Corby Borough falls outside of the Nene Valley (see figure 1) but is a key settlement within 
the River Nene Regional Park and an important link to the valley. Consultation on the Nene 
Valley Strategic Plan ends on the 30th April 2010. A copy of the consultation document is 
available in the Members Room or at www.riverneneregionalpark.org 

                           
Figure 1: Nene Valley location plan 



2. Report 
2.1   The Strategic Plan builds on a considerable body of existing work undertaken by the RNRP to 

examine the areas Green Infrastructure. It takes forward some of the green infrastructure 
work, linking this to associated recreation and tourism opportunities. It contains proposals for 
ensuring that green infrastructure contributes to enhancing quality of life and economic 
prosperity in the area. It also recognises the importance of the natural and built environment 
assets already protected, including EU potential Special Protection Area (pSPA) for rare and 
vulnerable birds.  

2.2   The strategy contains a ‘Current Picture’ of the Nene Valley and provides a number of actions 
and projects to support the delivery of the strategy together with a delivery plan. 

2.3 Underpinning the vision of the plan are nine objectives which aim to guide the direction    and 
implementation of the strategy. These objectives are set out below: 

1. Strengthening integration between urban and rural 
2. Protecting and enhancing the natural environment 
3. Improving access 
4. Investing in facilities and attractions 
5. Investing in waterways 
6. Creating places 
7. Building recognition of the Nene Valley 
8. Delivering sustainable development which tackles climate change 
9. Supporting the rural economy.  

2.4  The main body of the document is divided in 5 key themes with ‘projects and actions’ 
assigned to each theme. The overarching nature of the above objectives means several of 
the objectives will be delivered by many or even all of the themes. 

Waterways 

• Nene Boating Development Plan- prioritise locations and types of investment to 
support waterways activity along the Nene and the Northampton arm of the 
Grand Union Canal 

• Waterside facilities development- develop checklist/mini brochure of potential 
waterside activity and promote locally 

• Waterways Development Projects- establish a working group to address 
marketing, branding and events. 

• Angling centre of excellence- development by Nene Angling Club 

Nene Towns  

• Mini town rivers plan- to identify visual and physical links to enhance connectivity 
to the river 

• Facilities development- improvement of Nene town facilities 

Living Countryside 

• Access and visitor provision for environmentally protected sites 
• Increase biodiversity, land stewardship and climate change mitigation and 

adaptation 
• Environmental Character and Green Infrastructure Suite- use to assess 

sensitivity of the landscape against development proposals 
• Develop sustainable local rural industry initiatives 
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Connectivity  

• Nene Valley Trail- recreational trail for cycling and walking along length of Nene 
Valley 

• Additional Trails- provision of additional cycling and walking trails with potential 
for equestrian routes 

• Gateways- development of invitation, arrival and orientation points of entry to the 
Nene Valley 

• Sustainable Transport- investigating bus provision, passenger boat and parking 
plans 

Natural Attractions 

• Creation and promotion of ‘Places’ and Nene Valley destinations 
• Tourism and Recreational Activities projects- establishment of second working 

group to oversee tourism and recreational activities development. 

3. Proposed Response 
3.1   Appendix 1 contains a proposed response to the Nene Valley Strategic Plan consultation. As 

the Borough of Corby is adjacent to the Nene Valley boundary, it is proposed that the 
response predominantly focuses on the wider opportunities and encouraging stronger links to 
the Valley from Corby.   

4. Issues to be taken into account:- 
Policy Priorities 
The Strategy will feed into the Core Strategy Review which forms part of the LDF process. 
The adoption of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework is and will 
remain a Corby Borough Council priority.  

Financial, Legal, Performance Information, Best Value, Human Rights, Equalities and 
Community Safety and Sustainability 
None as a direct result of this report 

5. Recommendation 
It is recommended that, subject to any additional comments that Members may have, the 
response outlined in Appendix 1 is submitted to RNRP by the 30th April deadline.  

 Background Papers 
Nene Valley Strategic Plan: Realising the potential of the Nene Valley 

http://www.riverneneregionalpark.org/default.asp?PageID=325 

Appendices 
Appendix 1- Proposed Response to the Nene Valley Strategic Plan consultation 

 Officer to Contact 
Lisa Clements, Planning Officer, ext 4205 
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Appendix 1- Proposed Response to the Nene Valley Strategic Plan consultation 

 Corby Borough Council supports the ambition and vision of the Strategic Plan and 
appreciates the benefits such initiatives can bring to North Northamptonshire. The plan 
outlines what it sees as the potential of the Nene Valley and the ‘projects and actions’ cover 
a wide schedule of improvements and enhancements.  However it is felt that a greater 
potential for the Nene Valley has been missed by a lack of focus on wider links to larger 
centres such as Corby.  

The Plan is somewhat inward looking and the ‘projects and actions’ do not place enough 
emphasis on wider links to the Nene Valley outside of the Nene towns. Page 55 makes 
reference to the importance of linking to the growth towns, however links to the growth town 
of Corby have little significance or reference within the strategy.  

The opportunity to extend the Nene Valley Trail westwards to link to Corby Town Centre and 
Priors Hall is supported, as well as recreation routes between the Nene Valley Railway 
westwards to Corby. However it is felt that other possible links have been missed. The 
Strategic Green Infrastructure corridor from Corby to the Nene Valley is excluded and a 
potential opportunity overlooked.  It is these links from mass population areas that will 
significantly increase the footfalls within the Nene Valley and raise the profile. Another 
prospect is to create links from the Nene to the Welland Valley. Aspirations to form green 
links between the two valleys could increase awareness of the Nene Valley and North 
Northamptonshire as a whole. Development along the Strategic Green infrastructure Corridor 
would facilitate this link.   

Additional comments: 

• The current Annual Monitoring Report states that the SSSIs are performing poorly 
and development of links to the Nene Valley could provide a means for improvement.  

• Within Corby, the objectives are in place for greener living to improve the health of the 
population. Promoting healthy living is a key driver for Corby and green links, 
footpaths and cycle access to initiatives such as the Nene Valley will help to deliver 
this aim.  

• Adjacent projects such as the Rockingham Forest ‘Carbon sink’ should be referenced 
and links provided between the two to help raise the profile of both schemes.  

• The document recognises the need to develop local GI strategies; it is felt that this 
requires a strategic co-ordinated approach through the Core Strategy. This should 
therefore be reflected in the document.  
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