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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 7th September 2011 at 7.00pm  
in The Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Beattie (Chair) 

Councillors, Heggs, Goult, Forshaw & Bromhall 

8. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors McEwan & Pengelly. 

9. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations 
were made. 

10. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th June 2011, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be received and agreed as a correct record. 

11. National Planning Policy Framework 
The Planning Officer, Local Plans presented a report informing Members of the contents of 
the new Draft National Planning Policy Framework and that they consider the proposed 
consultation response included with the report. 

Once adopted the Framework would replace the current suite of national Planning Policy 
Statements, Planning Policy Guidance notes and some other circulars within one document. 

Consultation on the draft NPPF would close on the 17th October 2011 and could be viewed 
on the CLG website. 

The Draft NPPF condensed 1000 pages of current national policy into a document of 
approximately 50 pages. The aim was to make it more easily understood and used by 
everyone who had an interest in shaping the development of their area. A summary of the 
document had been included with the report to Members. 

CLG had published a consultation paper seeking views on the content and format of the new 
Framework. Because of the recent publication of the document it had not been possible to 
formalise a response but some initial comments were included within the report and would 
form the basis of the Councils proposed consultation response to the draft NPPF including: 

• The draft NPPF is much briefer than the existing national policy it will replace. 
Consequently a lot of detail that local authorities relied on to make planning decisions 
is missing. The impact assessment recognises the need for further good practice 
guidance. This further guidance will be important and should be brought forward as 
quickly as possible in order to avoid planning decisions being taken in a policy 
vacuum. 

• The presumption in favour of sustainable development re-enforces the urgency for 
adopting an up-to-date plan upon which to base planning decisions and avoid 
unnecessary planning appeals 

• A clearer definition of ‘Local Plan’ is required, for example there needs to be 
clarification within the NPPF that a Local Plan is a Local Development Framework 

• Local planning authorities should be given the freedom to select the form of their new 
style Local Plan which best suits their circumstances 
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• The draft NPPF indicates that a sound plan must be based on a strategy which seeks 
to meet objectively assessed development and infrastructure requirements, including 
unmet requirements from neighbouring authorities. This statement has created a 
degree of anxiety in North Northamptonshire with concern from other districts that 
they may be required to accommodate any shortfall against Corby’s aspirational 
housing target 

• The removal of the national minimum site threshold for requiring affordable housing 
and abolition of exceptions policy which allows affordable housing to be built in rural 
settlements could lead to an erosion of affordable housing provision 

RESOLVED that:- 
Members agree that the final consultation response be delegated to the Chair of Local Plan 
Committee and the Head of Planning and Environmental Services. 

12. Northamptonshire Minerals & Waste Development Framework 
The Planning Officer, Local Plans sought the Members endorsement of a response to the 
consultation by Northamptonshire County Council on the development and Implementation 
Principles Supplementary Planning Document. 

The County Council were working on producing the Minerals and Waste Development 
Framework (MWDF), this would be the land use planning strategy for minerals and waste 
related development within the County to 2026. 

The Northamptonshire MWDF comprised of a combination of 6 documents including the 
Core Strategy DPD, Locations for Waste DPD, The Proposals Map and Development and 
Implementation Principles SPD. 

The SPD provided additional practical guidance on what was required from developers and 
aimed to ensure consistent county wide implementation of MWDF policies. The SPD would 
act as a supplement to the statutory Development Plan and would strengthen the 
effectiveness and implementation of specific policies within the DPDs. 

NCC had held a public consultation on the revised SPD and an informal officer response was 
submitted pending confirmation by Members of the Local Plan Committee, the submitted 
response was attached to the officer’s report as an appendices. 

All though overall officers supported the document they raised concerns regarding 
paragraphs 2.36 – 2.41 which stated that local planning authorities (Districts & Boroughs) 
were opposed to the waste management authority (County) required waste strategies for 
most developments including extensions to houses which the County could not determine. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Members support the comments submitted to NCC for the consultation of the SPD and asked 
for an amendment to the submitted response to read ‘unclear how the catchment areas will 
be monitored and amended under sections 4 and 7.   

13. Core Strategy Progress Report 
The Principal Planner (Local Plans) presented a report on the Joint Core Strategy which 
covered Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and East Northants. It dealt with strategic issues 
across district boundaries and provided long term vision for the area with an overall 
framework in which more detailed plans would be drawn up and decisions made. 
Collaborative working between the four districts in North Northamptonshire and the County 
Council resulted in the adoption of the Core Spatial Strategy in June 2008 and was the first 
Joint Core Spatial Strategy adopted in the UK and scooped the East Midlands RTPI award 
for spatial planning. 

A Member workshop was held on July 27th 2011 to consider the emerging work in developing 
the preferred options for the Core Spatial Strategy. The purpose of the meeting was to have 
an open and frank discussion on the key issues and provide opportunity for Members to 
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identify obvious problems or difficulties. The workshop prompted a detailed and wide ranging 
discussion with key areas of debate being related to hierarchy, housing targets, new 
settlement at Deenethorpe and job numbers. 

Further technical studies on employment provision, retail hierarchy and deliverability of the 
housing aspirations was being developed in response to the discussions at the event, any 
issues would need to be analysed as part of the consultation process and against the 
findings of the various updated technical studies that were being undertaken.  

Whilst the current LDF programme anticipated consultation on the Preferred Options during 
September 2011it was proposed that it would be more practical to move it back to October 
and approval of the document would be sought from the Joint Planning Committee in mid 
October 2011. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Members note the progress made with regard to the review of the Joint Core Strategy for 
North Northamptonshire. 

14. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.31pm. 


