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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 7th March 2012 at 7.00pm  
in The Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Beattie (Chair) 

Councillors, Pengelly, Forshaw, Goult and Bromhall 

22. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors McEwan, Heggs & Rahman. 

23. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations 
were made. 

24. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th January 2012, copies of which had been circulated 
to Members, be received and agreed as a correct record. 

25. Corby Local Brownfield Action Plan 
The Principal Planner (Local Plans) presented a report informing Members of the findings of 
the Corby Local Brownfield Action Plan. It recommended Members approval of the findings 
as the work would form part of the evidence for the formulation of Planning Policy. 

The Borough Council was selected by the Homes and Communities Agency to assist with the 
preparation of a Local Brownfield Action Plan. The purpose of the Action Plan was to improve 
intelligence on the availability and deliverability of local brownfield sites and help to priorities 
and target future investment. 

The process was started by developing a strategic policy context for the Local Brownfield 
Action Plan to identify key sites in the Borough that were of greatest importance to the 
delivery of the Councils emerging development and regeneration strategies. 

A total of 21 priority sites were identified, the proximity of several sites and the emergence of 
the Master Plans meant that a number of them were considered as clusters of which 5 were 
selected. 

The Agency appointed a consultant in July 2011to undertake a detailed market assessment 
of the sites. This included the completion of a Proforma developed by the Homes and 
Communities Agency.  

Key Findings 

The Corby Local Brownfield Action Plan covered a number of contextual issues relating to 
the economic circumstances in the Borough. The analysis was summarised as follows: 

• Low wage levels. 
• Employment base dominated by manufacturing. 
• High unemployment rates compared to regional and national averages. 
• Low average house prices. 
• Low levels of attainment at NVQ Level 3 and above. 
• High levels of deprivation as measured by the Index of Multiple Deprivation 

A number of the conclusions provided in Appendix 1 of the report might require previous 
allocations to be reconsidered, including: 
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• Weldon Road 
• Danesholme Regeneration Area 
• Community college 
• Former TA Centre 

The Officer concluded that the Corby Local Brownfield Action Plan would form part of the 
evidence for the Councils emerging development and regeneration strategies, initially in the 
replacement Core Strategy. 

RESOLVED that:- 
 the Corby Local Brownfield Action Plan be approved for inclusion as part of the evidence 
base for the Local Development Framework. 

26. LDF Annual Monitoring Report 
The Planning Officer (Local Plans) presented a report informing Members of the North 
Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report for 2010/11.  

Every Local Planning Authority was required to make an annual report to the Secretary of 
State providing information on the preparation of planning documents and the extent to which 
policies set out in these were being achieved. 

This was the third AMR produced between Corby, East Northants, Kettering and 
Wellingborough Councils and the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit. 

Some of the key findings were summarised in the Officers report and included: 

• Local Development Scheme 

• Business Development & Town Centres 

• Housing and 

• Environmental Quality 

The Officer concluded that the report outlined Corby’s progress against a wide range of 
indicators, it was clear that the economic recession had impacted on rates of housing and 
economic development, but the proactive planning and delivery work had meant that the 
Borough had faired relatively well and was in a good position to recover once the economy 
improved. 

The long term picture on the housing land supply was of concern, but progress on the review 
of the Core Strategy including the establishment of a more realistic housing target coupled 
with the identification of strategic housing sites would make a significant difference. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Members note Corby’s progress as reported through the Joint Annual Monitoring Report 
(2010-11) for North Northamptonshire. 

27. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.21pm. 


