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Full Council 
Thursday 4 May 2006 
At 7.00pm in The Willow Room, The Willows Complex, George Street, Corby 

 
Present:  Councillor R Beeby (Mayor) 

Councillor Addison, Beattie, Boyd, Bromhall, Fawcett, Ferns, 
Forshaw, Gordon, Heggs, Howard, Jackson, Kane, Massie, 
McEwan, Noble, Pengelly, Scott, Stanbra, Torrie, Wade and 
Woolmer. 

Also present: Professor J Knibbs 
   
83. Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors O’Neill Rodden, 
Harley, Latta, Smith, Hogston and Rutt. 

84. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the 
business to be discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non- 
prejudicial, the nature of the interest and whether they intended participating 
in the relevant agenda item. 

Councillor Fawcett declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to 
the Care and Repair organisation and Forest Gate Allotments.   

Councillor Addison declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to 
Forest Gate Allotments. 

Councillor Kane declared a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of 
Rockingham Triangle Sports Complex. 

Councillor McEwan declared a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of 
proposed regeneration works on the Danesholme estate. 

Councillor Pengelly declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to 
any discussions regarding Rockingham Triangle Sports Complex, the 
Council’s mobile warden service and alcohol licensing.   

85. Minutes of Previous Full Council Meetings 
The Council was requested to confirm the minutes of the Full Council 
Meetings held on 28 February 2006 and 9 March 2006 as a correct record, 
copies of which had been distributed.  Cllr Wade stated that her apologies 
should have been recorded for the meeting on 9 March. 

Cllr Scott remained concerned about the issue of charging for Garden 
Services and he put forward the following proposals for 
Members’consideration: 

"That Garden Services be provided at a cost of one pound per week for those 
over eighty years of age for the year 2006/7. 

That alternative proposals aimed at reducing the two pound per week cost of 
the provision of garden services to all disabled clients be brought forward 
within the next three months to the One Corby Policy Committee. 

That the recommendations of Scrutiny Panel be placed on the agenda of the 
next One Corby Policy Committee."  
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The Council agreed to discuss these proposals.  Cllr Scott stated that Garden 
Services had previously been provided free of charge to qualifying tenants.  A 
charge of £2 per week had been introduced and 466 households had signed 
up to the revised scheme.  The cost of the scheme varied depending on the 
numbers taking part, the breakeven point being 650 households.  He 
explained that 1,700 households could have this service and this would 
increase to 3,000 if the age criteria was lowered to 75yrs.  If this level of 
support for the scheme was achieved, a significant surplus would be 
generated.  Cllr Scott therefore proposed that the charge be capped at 
£1/week for those over 80yrs for the current year and that, within the next 
three months, the One Corby Policy Committee consider all options for the 
delivery of this service and alternatives to the £2 charge.  It was noted that if 
Council made a decision on this basis there would be no need to take the 
matter to the next meeting of One Corby Policy Committee. 

This proposal was seconded and concern was expressed regarding the 
burden of the £2 charge to individuals.  Comment was made that the 
alternative proposals should apply to all service users and not just those with 
disabilities and this was agreed.   

RESOLVED that: - 
i. The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 28 February 2006 be 

agreed as a correct record. 

ii. Subject to the addition of Cllr Wade’s, the minutes of the Full Council 
meeting held on 9 March 2006 be agreed as a correct record. 

iii. Garden Services be provided at a cost of £1 per week for those over 80 
years of age for the year 2006/7 and that alternative proposals aimed at 
reducing the £2 per week cost of the service to all clients be brought 
forward within the next three months to the One Corby Policy Committee. 

86. Mayor’s Announcements 
The Mayor thanked Members for their help and support during his year of 
office and for supporting the Charity Ball which would take place on the 
following evening.    

87. Petitions 
No petitions had been received. 
 

88. Public Question Time 
No questions had been submitted. 

89. Minutes of Committee & Panel Meetings 
89.1 Development Control Committee 

Councillor Noble presented the minutes of the Development Control 
Committee meetings held on 21 February and 21 March 2006. 

RESOLVED that: - 
Minutes of the meetings be received. 

89.2 Licensing & Regulation Committee 
Councillor Beattie presented the summary minutes of the Licensing and 
Regulation Committee meeting held on 22 March 2006. 
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 RESOLVED that: - 
The summary minutes of the meeting be received. 

89.3 Local Plan Committee 
Councillor Kane presented the minutes of the Local Plan Committee meetings 
held on 18 January and 15 March 2006. 

RESOLVED that: - 
The minutes of the meetings be received. 

89.4 Standards Committee 
Professor Knibbs presented the minutes of the Standards Committee meeting 
held on 9 March 2006.   

RESOLVED that: - 
The minutes of the meeting be received. 

89.5 One Corby Policy Committee 
Councillor Fawcett presented the minutes of the One Corby Policy Committee 
meetings held on 14 March and 11 April 2006.  She reiterated her interest in 
respect of the Forest Gate Allotments but commended the work undertaken 
by Sue Cordwell from the Excellence Cluster on this brilliant scheme.  

(Cllr McEwan withdrew from the meeting during consideration of the minutes 
relating to Housing Regeneration.)  

RESOLVED that: - 
The minutes of the meetings be received. 

89.6 Parklands Gateway Committee 
Councillor Pengelly presented the minutes of the Parklands Gateway 
Committee meetings held on 13 March and 3 April 2006. 

RESOLVED that: - 
The minutes of the meetings be received. 

89.7 Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
Councillor Noble presented the minutes of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
meetings held on 1 March and 29 March 2006. 

RESOLVED that: - 
The minutes of the meetings be received. 

89.8 Democracy & Governance Panel 
Councillor Forshaw presented the minutes of the Democracy & Governance 
Panel meeting held on 5 April 2006. 

RESOLVED that: - 
The minutes of the meetings be received. 

90. Motions 
The following Motion had been received and was printed on the Agenda 
paper for discussion: 
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“The Council welcomes the benefits that diversity brings to Corby Borough 
both culturally and economically and is proud that the Borough is a product of 
the many different groups of people who have settled here over the years. 

The Council notes with concern the recent spate of racist attacks in Corby. 

The Council utterly condemns such attacks and asserts that racist activities 
have no place in the Borough. 

The Council urges the victims of all racist incidents to report them to the 
Police without delay. 

The Council fully supports the Police in their continuing enquiries into racist 
incidents in the Borough and trusts that the full force of the law will be brought 
to bear on all those found guilty in the Courts”. 

The Motion was PROPOSED by Councillors Stanbra, Howard and Fawcett 
and SECONDED by Councillor Jackson.   

Cllr Stanbra commented that this Motion was about Leadership and the 
Council should take a strong lead on this issue and make it plain that racism 
and racist attacks had no place in Corby.  Cllrs Howard and Fawcett 
supported the Motion wholeheartedly.  Members commented that many 
people in Corby crossed boundaries in their heritage and efforts should be 
made to reduce fear and promote harmony.  Cllr Scott stated that many 
initiatives to promote racial integration were being supported and Equality & 
Diversity issues were being given a higher profile by the Council.    

The Motion was AGREED unanimously. 

91. Questions 
Two questions had been duly submitted in writing prior to the Full Council 
meeting.   

Question 1. 

The following question was submitted by Councillor Stanbra: 

“Does the Leader believe that the recent clean up campaign run by the 
Evening Telegraph was a success for Corby Borough Council?” 

Cllr Fawcett stated that she considered this campaign had been a great 
success and it had been good to work with the media in a positive way.  The 
thrust of the campaign was about the Authority and the Community working 
together to report problems and ensure they were dealt with. 

The Chief Executive explained that Officers had suggested this campaign and 
he gave the Evening Telegraph credit for their support.  The campaign had 
been successful in sharpening up the Service and responses to complaints 
and this needed to be maintained.  He urged Members to contact himself or 
the Head of Service if reports/complaints were not receiving a swift response. 

Question 2 

The following question was submitted by Councillor Stanbra: 

“The Council has a budget for tree maintenance to improve quality and safety 
of £62,000 in 2006/7.  On what, exactly, is this money available to spend?”   

Cllr Fawcett stated that there were many trees in the Borough, particularly in 
the Lloyds ward, which needed to be kept tidy or removed if unhealthy.  Trees 
in the tree belt were also being surveyed to assist with developing a 
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maintenance plan.  The Council wished to continue to protect and invest in its 
trees and woodlands which were an asset to the Borough. 

Cllr Stanbra highlighted the issue of isolated trees which had grown very large 
and were causing concern to residents and businesses and urged the Council 
to take appropriate action, including removal where necessary.  

92. Reports 

92.1 Licensing & Regulation Committee 
(Having declared a personal, prejudicial interest in Liquor Licensing issues, 
Cllr Pengelly left the meeting at this point.) 

The Head of Legal & Democratic Services presented a report seeking 
amalgamation of the Council’s two ‘Licensing’ Committees into one.  The 
Liquor & Entertainment Licensing Committee was formed in January 2005 to 
meet the requirements of the Licensing Act 2003.  The Committee had met 
only once and its duties under the Licensing Act 2003 were carried out by a 
Panel drawn from its membership.  The Council’s Licensing & Regulation 
Committee mirrored the Liquor and Entertainment Licensing Committee in 
membership but dealt primarily with Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
licensing issues.   

It was proposed that the two Committees be amalgamated under the title of 
Licensing & Regulation Committee.  This proposal had been reported to and 
supported by the Democracy & Governance Panel 5 April 2006.  Draft Terms 
of Reference for the new Committee were set out in the Appendix to the 
report.  Duties under the Licensing Act 2003 would continue to be dealt with 
by a sub-committee drawn from the parent committee membership.  
Consideration could also be given to dealing with Hackney Carriage and 
Private Hire licensing issues in this manner. 

RESOLVED that: - 
i. The Council approves the amalgamation of the Licensing & Regulation 

Committee and the Liquor & Entertainment Licensing Committee from 
the commencement of the new Municipal Year 2006/7; 

ii. The new Committee be titled the ‘Licensing & Regulation Committee’ 
and its terms of reference be as detailed in Appendix A to the report; 

iii. The Committee consists of 10 Members and is subject to normal political 
balance rules; 

iv. The Head of Legal & Democratic Services be authorised, in consultation 
with the Chair of the Committee, to amend the new committee’s Terms 
of Reference to incorporate any legal or statutory changes that may 
occur. 

92.2 Audit & Governance Committee 
Members received a report detailing proposals to create an Audit and 
Governance Committee to replace the Democracy & Governance Panel.  This 
proposal reflected the drive towards the inclusion of decision-making Audit 
Committees within Local Authority structures.  This would help to ensure 
important decisions relating to Audit and Governance issues could be made 
in a timely and effective manner.  Draft Terms of Reference were appended 
to the report.   
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An incidental benefit of the proposal was that the one remaining Overview & 
Scrutiny Panel would have an unrestricted remit across all areas of Council 
decisions which would promote consistency and prevent duplication.  It was 
considered that one Overview & Scrutiny Panel was adequate in a 4th Option 
Council where decisions were made by politically balanced Committees and 
not under single party Executive arrangements where the role of Overview & 
Scrutiny Panel was, arguably, of greater significance. 
RESOLVED that: - 
i) The current Democracy & Governance Panel be disbanded and the Audit 

& Governance Committee be created with terms of reference as detailed 
in Appendix A to the report; 

ii) The new Committee be subject to political balance rules and consists of 
six Members and be scheduled to meet on six occasions per year; 

iii) The Head of Legal & Democratic Services be granted delegated authority 
to amend the Terms of Reference of the Overview & Scrutiny Panel to 
give it responsibility for all overview & scrutiny matters.  

92.3 Officer/Member Protocol 
Following a comprehensive internal consultation process, the Council was 
asked to approve the final draft Member/Officer Relations Protocol, appended 
to the report, for adoption. 

The Protocol was based on the Model form issued by the Association of 
Council Secretaries & Solicitors, incorporating amendments to reflect 
Members views expressed through the following consultation process: 

• Standards Committee – 20 December 2005 
• Democracy & Governance Panel – 11 January 2006  
• Joint Consultative Committee – 23 January 2006 
• Corporate Management Team – 6 March 2006  
• Standards Committee – 9 March 2006  
• Democracy & Governance Panel – 5th April 2006. 

Members generally supported the adoption of the Protocol and commented 
that clear guidance on what was expected of Members and Officers was very 
helpful.  One member disagreed and felt the Protocol was not necessary and 
had been drafted in legal rather than in practical terms.  

RESOLVED that: - 
The revised Protocol, as circulated to Members, be adopted by the Council 
with immediate effect. 

93. Exclusion of the Press and Public 
RESOLVED that: - 
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following reports, on the grounds that they contain exempt information 
as defined in the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended). 

 



Full Council   4th May 2006 

 64

94. Minute 81 Council 9 March 2006 - Proposed variation to options 
agreements to purchase various parcels of land in Corby 
The Monitoring Officer provided an update on the above matter in response to 
queries raised by Members.   The variation to the Option Agreement for the 
site had been concluded and a Planning Application received.   

A more detailed report should be available for the next full Council meeting.     

95. Minute 179 One Corby Policy Committee 11 April 2006 – Land at St 
James Business Park 
The Head of Legal & Democratic Services provided an update on this item in 
response to queries raised by Members.  Legal work was continuing. 

The Council had agreed Heads of Terms and was working towards 
completion of the legal documentation. 

96. Close of Meeting 
Meeting closed at 9.31pm. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


