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Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
Wednesday 31 March 2010 
7.00pm in Council Chamber, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Present: Councillors Harley (Chair), Bromhall, Addison, Beeby, Brown, Butcher, 

Massie, Miller-Barton and Woolmer 

Parish Representative:  Dryden Phillipson 
Business Group Rep:  Gloria Ellenton 

96. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Heggs and McGeown.   

97. Declarations of Interest  
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.   

No declarations were made. 

98. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Members were requested to approve the minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel 
meeting held on 3 March 2010, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 3 March 2010, 
copies of which had been circulated to Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

99. Lead Member update 
The Lead Member for Regeneration, Cllr Jimmy Noble, was present to update Members on 
his areas of activity.  A summary report was circulated to Members and covered progress in 
respect of house-building, rail services, development of the Enterprise Centre and new 
Tresham College, success of the Swimming Pool and improvements to George Street.  

Cllr Noble reported that good progress was being made on the Enterprise Centre and it was 
expected to be completed on time.  In respect of George Street, £3.33m had been secured 
for improvements.  Phase 1, between Westcott Way and Alexandra Road, would commence 
end May or early June and be completed in time for the opening of the Cube.  This required 
relocation of the flagpole and steel man sculpture which would take place shortly.  It would 
therefore make sense for the additional commemorative plaque relating to the Pluto line to 
await the re-siting. 

The Head of Special Projects explained that planting was related to seasons and not 
progress and this had brought forward the relocation of the sculpture.  Secure storage was 
being sought but the marble base was not expected to survive disturbance and an ironstone 
replacement was proposed as a more appropriate material.  There was no provision within 
the contract for additional plaques. 

Members queried road work proposals in respect of the new Health facilities at Willowbrook.  
It was confirmed that NCC would be putting a new roundabout in at the junction between 
Westcott Way and Cottingham Road but there were no proposals currently for the 
Willowbrook Road/Cottingham Road junction.  This may change as a result of road surveys, 
etc. 
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The removal of trees at Westcott Way/Cottingham Road was queried and it was confirmed 
that these trees were on Highway land so no permission had been required.  They did not 
form part of the ancient woodland. 

100. Head of Service Update 
The Head of Special Projects was present to update Members on his areas of responsibility. 
He highlighted the following areas: 

Swimming Pool 

A Healthcheck meeting was due to take place the following week to deal with some 
outstanding issues and receive a report from the Clerk of Works on snagging.  The 
rust/corrosion of steel fittings had been referred to the Engineers who had assisted in the 
design.  The retention was due to be released on 1 June but would not be until substantive 
progress had been made on these last few items.   

This included the issue of glare in the gym/studio and the blinds had been ordered earlier in 
the day as a very favourable price had been obtained.  An open mesh style roller blind had 
been selected to give a soft light.  These would be adjusted twice a year to suit the 
summer/winter seasons as a ladder platform would be required to do this.  This was 
considered the best solution available.  

Members asked if film had been considered and the Head of Service confirmed this had been 
looked at.  The most effective film was reflective but this meant it was not transparent and 
this was part of the attraction of the design.  Film was also subject to a short guarantee and 
was messy to replace.  The price for the blind was also very competitive. 

The Cube  

Practical completion was due on 1 September but a slightly earlier finish was possible. 

The rear goods lift was now operational and partitioning was going in so it was now possible 
to see the office spaces taking shape.  It would be a good time for a further Member visit and 
this would be arranged if Members wished. 

It was hoped that the roof planting would be completed within the current planting season but 
it was recognised that this was coming to an end and it may have to await the next season. 

The furniture supplier had been identified and a visit to their premises undertaken recently.  A 
sample of veneering with the Council logo inlaid was shown to Members and a table was also 
displayed.  The veneering could take almost any form or shape required.  The table had a flip 
top for easy movement/storage and was mounted on a proven chassis. 

The furnishings needed to reflect the style and quality of the building but funding was limited 
so the large open plan office, One Stop Shop, all meeting rooms, Mayor’s parlour, Members 
room and circulation area would be the priority.  Layout plans would be provided to Members 
when available. 

Issues around the building and facilities management were the main areas of activity 
currently and meeting were ongoing to sort out arrangements. 

The contract for the car park had been signed earlier in the week and the work should be 
completed in June. 

Members asked if the other building users would have the same standard of furnishings and 
whether local companies were considered in procurement exercises.  The Head of Service 
confirmed that joint procurement of furnishings, etc, had been offered to other organisations 
but the Council could not force them to engage.  The Library was interested in furniture from 
the same range.  Procurement rules had to be followed but local companies were given the 
opportunity to tender.  Most of the procurement was being done through the contractor.  
Partners had signed up to the design philosophy and the Royal & Derngate had agreed to fit 
in with the chosen colours/designs.  Most of the partitions were glass so people could see 
through to other areas. 



Overview and Scrutiny Panel 31 March 2010 

  47

The size of planting on the roof garden was queried and the Head of Service confirmed this 
was smaller than the trees on the ground but still substantial.  It would feel like a mature 
planted space.  Details of accessibility had not been finalised but it was not intended for 
general public access.  Access may be permitted for wedding photos, etc.  These 
arrangements were part of the process of moving from build to building operation. 

There was currently no confirmed interest in the restaurant/bistro spaces.  If these uses were 
not pursued, alternatives would be considered and office space would be at a premium.  
These would only be shell spaces so capital outlay would be necessary to finish them for 
office or other use.  It was recognised that the cost of fitting out premises for restaurant use 
was prohibitive and there was also an element of commercial risk. 

The potential for damage to the glass was queried and it was confirmed the glass was 
toughened but would not withstand a determined attack.  The intention had always been to 
design attractive, public spaces, not nuclear bunkers.  The awards received for the design, 
etc, were testament to this approach. 

Members asked about the level of tourist information services to be provided and it was 
confirmed that this would be similar to the current provision. 

Members thanked the Head of Regeneration & Growth and the Lead Member for their 
updates. 

101. Items from Forward Plan 
The Forward Plan was updated and circulated with the agenda papers for each meeting to 
enable Members to select items they wished to see brought to the Panel, in addition to key 
policy items which were brought forward to the Panel automatically.  No additional items were 
selected from the Forward Plan.  

Members asked if a further update on the Pool could be provided before the final sign off with 
the Contractor.  Progress on the review of Scrutiny was also queried and Members raised 
concerns in respect of the ongoing lack of officer support and the impact this was having on 
the effectiveness of the scrutiny process.  Members appreciated that there were budget 
constraints and that officers had other priorities but felt that scrutiny was not being taken 
seriously. 

The Corporate Director noted Members’ frustration and would discuss the situation further 
with the Head of Legal & Democratic Services. 

The Chair noted that the Head of Culture & Leisure was due to bring another report to the 26 
May meeting and he would request an update on the Pool at this time.  

Members asked for confirmation of new arrangements in respect of the Municipal Tip and 
potential closure.  It was confirmed that the tip would be operating under a new contract from 
April and would be closed one or two days a week.  Extensive consultation had been 
undertaken and the tip would remain open at weekends when it was busiest.  The recycling 
shop was being relocated to Kettering and the sorting facilities were being updated.  It was 
not anticipated that the facility would be closed for any extended period in order to implement 
the changes.  

102. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 8.10pm. 


