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Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
Wednesday 3 February 2010 
7.00pm in Council Chamber, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Present: Councillors Harley (Chair), Addison, Beeby, Bromhall, Butcher, Massie, 

McGeown and Woolmer 

Parish Representative:  Dryden Phillipson 
Business Group Rep:  Gloria Ellenton 

77. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Brown, Miller-Barton and Heggs.   

78. Declarations of Interest  
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be 
discussed and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the 
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.   

No declarations were made. 

79. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Members were requested to approve the minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel 
meeting held on 6 January 2010, copies of which had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:- 
The minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 6 January 2010, 
copies of which had been circulated to Members be agreed as a correct record. 

80. Lead Member/Head of Service Update - Community 
The Lead Member for Community, Cllr McGhee, and the Head of Culture & Leisure were 
present to update Members on their areas of responsibility.  A summary report had been 
circulated in advance of the meeting.  Statistical information on involvement in sport, 
swimming pool usage and satisfaction levels was also circulated. 

The following activities were highlighted: 

• Corby Cube Theatre Trust – the Shadow Board was currently meeting every two 
weeks in preparation for the opening of the facility.  Recruitment for a Managing 
Director/Chief Executive was underway with interviews to be held in March. 

• Community Involvement Fund – the deadline for applications had been extended to 
31 January and a number of applications would go before the Grants Sub Committee 
on 9 February for consideration.  The remaining funds now formed an open pot 
available for applications from all Members. 

• Happenin’ Project – funding was due to end 31 August 2010.  A bid for Lottery 
funding had been submitted and the outcome was awaited. 

• Swimming Pool – the statistics showed that Year 1 free swimming for under 16s had 
exceeded the target significantly.  60+ free swimming was under target and more 
sessions would be offered to increase this. 

The Head of Service stated that there was a lot of activity going on and good progress was 
being made in various areas.  In respect of the Swimming Pool, memberships had increased 
from 640 in 2008/9 to 1812 currently and the facility was also expected to exceed its income 
target for the year.  Satisfaction levels for sports provision and sport & leisure facilities were 
higher in Corby than the rest of the County, although improvement was still needed in parks 



Overview and Scrutiny Panel 3 February 2010.doc 

  36

and open spaces.  Current financial projections indicated that the department would 
underspend by £56,000 on this year’s budget. 

Members queried progress on the issues raised in respect of the Swimming Pool at the 
Scrutiny meeting on 4 November 2009.  It was confirmed that the issues were being followed 
up and an update/outcome report would be brought to a future meeting.   

Comment was made on the automatic telephone system which seemed to be caused some 
frustration.  Officers explained that callers were now offered an option at the beginning of the 
call to be put straight through to reception. 

Comment was also made that the depth of the water was not obvious/clearly marked and this 
could put less confident swimmers off.  The Head of Service/Lead Member would look into 
this. 

The selection of the Theatre Board was queried and it was explained that the current Shadow 
Board consisted of the Royal & Derngate Chief Executive, Cllr McGhee and two officers.  
Consideration was be given to the make-up of the full board.   

Members raised issues around the Community Involvement Fund and asked for clearer 
guidelines if the scheme was to continue after this year.  The Lead Member stated that 
briefings had been arranged to ensure members were fully informed but attendance had 
been very poor.  Members should also have received a letter regarding the extended 
deadline, although several Members did not remember receiving this.  The decision to extend 
the deadline was made by the Grants Sub Committee due to the delayed start of the scheme.  
It was anticipated that the scheme would continue in future years.   

Issues were also raised in respect of the relocation of Weldon Football Club.  The Head of 
Service explained that the proposed relocation to Weldon Woodland Park was not a popular 
option.  It was hoped that the club could be accommodated within the Weldon Park 
development but there were currently no timescales for this.  The possibility of delaying the 
relocation was being discussed with Corus.  The other concerns raised in respect of Weldon 
Woodland Park and play area related to the area being reclaimed land and further 
investigation/information would be needed.    

Members asked when the car park for the swimming pool would be open and it was 
confirmed this should be in May and certainly no later than June.  Improvements had been 
made to the gangway but the area would be much more open once the car park was 
complete.  

Members congratulated Culture & Leisure officers on the amount of activity being undertaken 
and the benefit this brought to the community and thanked the Lead Member and Head of 
Service for their input. 

81. General Fund Revenue -  
The Head of Financial Services outlined the position in respect of the General Fund Revenue 
budget which was due to be considered by One Corby Policy Committee on 16 February.   

The base budget included savings of £1.124m approved by OCPC on 17 November 2009.  
The proposed budget maintained the minimum level of balances but further difficulties were 
anticipated in the coming years.  Any additions to the budget would mean more savings to be 
found in future years. 

It was anticipated that Council Tax would increase by 3% but Corby remained among the 
lowest charging districts in the Country.  The increase represented 7p or 8p a week for the 
majority of Corby residents.  The budget proposals had been out for public consultation and 
the few responses received were appended to the report. 

The Parish Council Representative commented that the consultation process had not been 
particularly helpful.  The issues were complex and papers had been received in December 
which was a difficult time of year for Parish Councils.  There was also little detail to explain 
what the items were and this increased the difficulty of effective debate and feedback. 
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He raised concerns in respect of savings against Parish Liaison and holiday play schemes.  It 
was not clear what the first item related to and the second item was an important diversionary 
activity and the potential knock on effect on crime and anti-social behaviour was noted.  The 
Rural Area Forum had also raised concerns about the introduction of car parking charges at 
East Carlton Park which would potentially displace vehicles into the residential areas around 
the park.   

Officers explained that the 50% reduction in Parish Liaison related to equal funding which 
was to come from the Housing Revenue Account.  The Head of Financial Services explained 
the tightness of budgets and the need to make compensating savings for every item restored, 
regardless of how small. 

In respect of car parking charges, it was proposed to make a small charge for swimming.  
The proposals relating to East Carlton Park were for 20011/12 so there was time to review 
and assess the implications. 

Comment was made that free bus pass holders were issued a ticket for every journey where 
as paying customers only needed one ticket for all day travel.  Was this an indication that the 
Council was being overcharged on this scheme?  This would be fed back to the Corporate 
Director (Operations). 

Members raised queries in respect of a higher Council Tax increase and any prospect for 
reassessment of Council Tax valuation.   It was explained that Members could opt for a 
higher increase on the Council Tax and remove equivalent savings.  Properties had been 
valued en bloc against 1990 prices and there were no proposals currently for a wholesale 
reassessment of Council Tax valuations.     

It was explained that the third recommendation related to an Audit requirement to regularise 
the removal of the Single Status Reserve with a formal decision. 

RESOLVED that: 
Members largely support the proposals set out within the report, subject to consideration of 
the concerns raised in respect of cuts to Summer Play Schemes and the introduction of car 
parking charges at East Carlton Park and the Swimming Pool.  

82. Housing Revenue Account –  
The Head of Financial Services outlined the position in respect of the proposed Housing 
Revenue Account 2010/11 base budget.   

The HRA remained in a sustainable position with no significant pressures at the present time.  
No responses had been received from public consultation.  The proposed rent increase of 
3.1% was effectively dictated by the Government formula. 

Members raised queries in respect of the contribution to the Government Pool.  The Head of 
Finance explained that this was based on the principal that public housing was a national 
asset.  The Government model calculated the costs of maintaining and running the housing 
stock.  This showed that some Councils, including Corby, made a profit from their stock and 
therefore had to make a contribution towards the Councils which made a loss.  These rules 
were applied without any consultation with the Authorities affected and this was an ongoing 
bone of contention across the country with little sign of progress.  This regime only applied 
where housing remained under Local Authority control and it was noted that there may be an 
opportunity for Councils to buy the stock from the Government in the future. 

RESOLVED that: 
The proposed budget and average rent increase of 3.1% be supported. 

83. Capital Programme and Funding Strategy 2010/11  
The Head of Financial Services presented a report detailing the proposed Capital 
Programme and funding strategy for 2010/11 which had been prepared in line with the 
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previously approved Medium Term Financial Strategy.  No new schemes were proposed due 
to ongoing financial pressures and only committed, unavoidable or externally funded 
schemes were being supported. 

Appendix A to the report provided a breakdown of both the General Fund and Housing 
capital expenditure with funding sources set out in tables within the report. 

The £3.57m of borrowing to match fund the Social Housing Grant to build 70 new Council 
homes would be paid back entirely from additional dwelling rents.  Members asked if these 
homes would be excluded from Right to Buy and it was explained that only specialist 
accommodation was excluded, such as homes for those aged 55+.  The Council would, 
however, have the first claim on income from RTB sales so at, worst, this could be used to 
pay back the monies borrowed.  Rental income was also more than the subsidy cost so there 
was financial gain from the scheme.      

RESOLVED that: 
The proposed Capital Programme and funding strategy for 2010/11 be supported. 

84. Items from Forward Plan 
The Forward Plan was updated and circulated with the agenda papers for each meeting to 
enable Members to select items they wished to see brought to the Panel, in addition to key 
policy items which were brought forward to the Panel automatically.  No additional items were 
selected from the Forward Plan.  

The Head of Legal & Democratic Services referred to the Panel’s previous discussions in 
respect of the County Council’s gritting policy and the decision to invite the Cabinet Member 
to attend an O&S Panel meeting.  This had been raised at the Countywide Scrutiny meeting 
on 28 January 2010 and every district had similar issues.  It was therefore felt more 
appropriate for the Cabinet Member to be invited to a Countywide Scrutiny meeting to deal 
with this matter.  It would also lend weight to the issues with all districts able to feed in.  This 
would mean that the meeting would most likely take place in Northampton but Members 
would be welcome to attend and speak.  Members supported this approach.   

There was also a requirement to hold a meeting of the Crime & Disorder Committee in the 
coming weeks and the options were to hold this on 3 March prior to the O&S Panel meeting 
or to identify a separate date.    Members agreed to hold the meeting on 3 March 2010. 

Members queried progress following the Scrutiny Review workshop and the Head of Legal & 
Democratic Services confirmed that he had now managed to meet with the facilitator 
following the bad weather and would get the paperwork out as soon as possible.  

85. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 8.23pm. 


