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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 28 November 2012 at 7.00pm  
in the  Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Pengelly, Brown, Heggs, McEwan, Beeby, Dady and 

Bromhall 

22. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Rahman. 

23. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations 
were made. 

24. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 25 October 2012, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be agreed as a correct record. 

25. Local Development Order – Land around Rockingham Motor Racing Circuit 
The Principal Planner (Local Plans) presented a report seeking agreement for further 
investigation to take place in collaboration with East Northants Council and other agencies 
into the suitability of a Local Development Order for land around Rockingham Motor Racing 
Circuit.  

Realising the importance of the area the North Northamptonshire Development Corporation 
commissioned LDA Design to prepare a development framework in co-operation with officers 
from Corby Borough Council, East Northamptonshire Council and the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit. 

The Rockingham Development Framework published in January 2011 set a vision for the 
area around the Motor Racing Circuit to become the UK’s leading destination for evolving 
technologies in motor sport and automotive consumer markets. 

The key objectives included:- 

• Develop the potential of Rockingham Motor Racing Circuit as a national asset to act 
as a catalyst for associated knowledge and opportunities for Corby and specifically 
the Rockingham Development Framework area as a hub of motor sport and 
automotive expertise 

• Create an attractive place for high calibre businesses and skilled employees 
• Creating a distinctive place that links Corby and its town centre with the Priors Hall 

development, and to facilitate access by sustainable forms of transport 
• Maximise the development potential and delivery of employment development on the 

site 
• Provide high quality infrastructure and business facilities within the development 

framework area. 

Officers had recently been in discussion with NNDC and officers of ENC to consider potential 
mechanisms for implementing the Core Strategy and realising the development potential of 
the land, one option was to pursue a Local Development Order to make the area more 
attractive to potential investors. 
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The Development Order would grant planning permission for type(s) of development 
specified in the Order, this would remove the need for planning applications to be made by 
the developer, an LDO could be very flexible and offer significant benefits. 

There were many issues which required further investigation and discussion including:- 

a. What area would be covered by the Local Development Order? 
b. What type of development could be permitted by the Local Development Order? 
c. What level of detail will need to be defined? 
d. What conditions could apply to the Local Development Order? 
e. How will the Local Development Order be administered? 
f. How can we ensure high quality development that protects residential amenity and 

the environment? 
g. What would be the lifespan of the Local Development Order? 
h. What are the implications for planning application fees? 
i. What are the implications for existing planning permissions? 

The intention was to carry out the relevant research in partnership with ENC and other 
agencies and then present a further report of the findings to the respective Committees for 
consideration and a decision on whether to progress or not with the LDO. 

The Principal Planner (Local Plans) concluded that the LDO was a planning tool that could 
be introduced to encourage development with the report highlighting some issues that would 
need to be investigated. 

The Rockingham Enterprise Area fell within Corby and East Northants administrative 
boundaries, collaborative working between the Councils and other agencies was necessary 
to ensure an effective and comprehensive approach. 

Officers were seeking Member endorsement to investigate jointly with ENC and other 
agencies, the possibility of a joint LDO relating to land around Rockingham Motor Racing 
Circuit Enterprise Area. Members discussed the controls that could be put in place if the LDO 
was agreed and the need to ensure that contamination was dealt with properly. 

Members asked about controls should a LDO be authorised, Chair was disappointed that 
after having his briefing the week before he heard ENC and NNDC discussing their report on 
the radio. There needed to be a S106 or other mechanisms as there was contamination on 
some parts of the land and support would be needed to clean it up. 

Members were concerned that land was being banked on for employment when there were 
empty units on Princewood Road more was needed than just large sheds. 

Officers explained that they had added the S106 to the list as this did need thinking about, 
there were limitations, may seek to put restrictions on then if there was any impact on 
environment there would be ways of dealing with it. 

The S106 would have to be looked at in terms of what developers wanted, contamination had 
been considered and people were working on that. 

RESOLVED that:-  
Members agree that further investigations to be undertaken, in collaboration with East 
Northamptonshire Council and other agencies, into the suitability of a Local Development 
Order for the land around Rockingham Motor Racing Circuit 

26. Review of the Joint Core Strategy - verbal update 
The emerging Draft Core Strategy was subject to informal consultation for 10 weeks from 6 
August 2012 to 15 October 2012. CBC’s response was approved at Local Plan committee on 
12 September 2012. 
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The headlines from the consultation had been published by the Joint Planning Unit and 
members of JPC would be made aware on the 29 November 2012 at their next meeting. 

There was strong support for the package of policies aimed at protecting and enhancing 
assets, the vision and outcomes, including locally specific vision for Corby. The design 
policies were supported but respondents sought clarification over issues such as scope, 
terminology and the realism of encouraging non car modes of transport. 

Parish Councils, local residents and partner authorities supported CBC regarding Policy 9 
regarding infrastructure. There was general support for the spatial strategy and continued 
urban focus but the development industry suggested refinement linked to promoting a higher 
housing target. 

There was concern over identifying Deenethorpe Airfield as an area of opportunity including 
opposition from Weldon Parish Council. There had been strong support for policies seeking 
to improve the connections within and beyond North Northamptonshire although 
amendments were suggested. 

Proposals protecting the green and blue infrastructure were supported, it had been 
suggested that reference be given to the Welland Valley in equal measure with the Nene and 
Ise Valley in terms of green infrastructure. 

Both Cottingham and Middleton Parish councils considered the Core Strategy should provide 
more clarity on the role and importance of Neighbourhood Plans and how parish plans 
related to the process. 

West Corby 

Both CBC and the site promoters point out that the site area for West Corby urban extension 
was not consistent with the Master Plan work. Middleton Parish Council and the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England expressed concerns about the impact of development and referred to 
the need to prioritise brownfield sites. English Heritage had concerns on the impact on 
Rockingham Castle but had not gone into detail. 

Representatives from the development industry questioned the deliverability of the urban 
extension and considered that the provision should be made for other strategic sites to 
deliver what was required. 

In response to the representations the JPU were seeking to agree the boundary of the 
proposed West Corby Urban Extension that reflected the Master Plan. 

Cockerell Road 

The Nene Valley Natural Improvement Area indicated that development on Cockerell Road 
must avoid adverse impact on the reptile reserve located on the adjoining railway 
embankment. 

Consultation had resulted in the promotion of a number of additional sites, most of which had 
been discounted during the process. Several promoters had however provided further 
information and it was the intention to review and update the background papers in response. 

RESOLVED that:-  
The officers update be noted. 

27. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.54 pm. 


