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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 26th August 2009 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room 1, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Beattie (Chair) 

Councillors McEwan, Forshaw, Heggs, Miller-Barton and 
Bromhall 

     

18. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Pengelly, Councillor Addison substituted. 

19. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest and 
whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No Declarations made. 

20. Petition 
A Petition was presented to the Committee on behalf of the residents of Beatty Gardens and 
the surrounding area. The petition called upon the planning authority of Corby Borough 
Council to reject any proposals for development involving additional housing on the public 
green open space within Beatty Gardens. 

It was believed that such building would put further stress on the existing infrastructure and 
impacting severely on resident’s privacy and impact on the local environment and biodiversity 
in the area including a number of mature trees and the fauna they support. 

Mr Algeo said that it had been noted that the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit had 
stated in the local press that they do not at present intend to build on Vian Way and Beatty 
Gardens but would residents be in the same position that next time a review of green areas 
was conducted? In this regard they were asking Corby Borough Council Planning Committee 
for their assistance in obtaining written assurance from North Northamptonshire Planning Unit 
that building would not be considered at any time in the future on this green space. 

The petition also served to illustrate the level of support within the local community for 
maintaining these and other public green spaces within the Borough and indicated the level of 
objection should these areas be considered for further development in the future. 

21. Consultation by the East Midlands Regional Assembly on the East Midlands Regional 
Plan: Partial Review – Options Consultation 
The Local Plans Officer presented a report to Committee to agree the response to the 
consultation by the East Midlands Regional Assembly (EMRA) on the East Midlands Regional 
Plan: Partial Review – Options Consultation. 

The consultation document set out a range of options and questions on a number of key 
issues. Discussion on the most relevant parts had been set out in the report by officers 
together with the recommended responses. 

Housing Provision 

The Plan indicated that the North Northamptonshire Region should accommodate 
approximately 66,075 new dwellings from 2001 – 2026, that equated to 52,100 from 2001 – 
2021 and 13,975 from 2021 – 2026, based on 2004 household projections. 

At this point in time however there were no projected housing numbers for the Borough of 
Corby or the Housing Market Area of North Northamptonshire. 

It was recommended that at this stage local evidence was not available to further inform the 
issue, it should be noted however, that the review of North Northamptonshire Core Spatial 
Strategy was underway with technical workshops timetabled to take place in September. 
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Affordable Housing  

National Planning policies required targets for affordable housing to be included in the 
Regional Plan. EMRA presented three options to determine the approach to targets and these 
were contained within the report. 

The Borough Council supported the inclusion of targets for affordable housing provision but it 
was considered that the third option allowed the local planning authorities to utilise the 
extensive evidence base studies developed through the preparation of the LDF. 

Officers recommended Option 3 be identified as the preferred choice as this would allow local 
planning authorities to respond to local conditions. 

Spatial Development Options 

The officer reiterated that the scale of growth in North Northamptonshire was to be 
determined, nonetheless, four spatial development options were put forward for development 
in North Northamptonshire. 

The consultation document invited comments on the spatial development options and officers 
recommended that continuation of Option 2 with the focus on growth on all Growth Towns with 
a higher proportion in Corby be supported at this stage. 

Officers did however raise concerns that the spatial development options presented in the 
consultation document had not been supported by evidence base studies. Work on the CSS 
would generate options on a robust local evidence base and technical analysis. It was 
important that any spatial development for North Northamptonshire consider the integration 
between housing, the economy, transport and infrastructure provision. In view of this the 
Council considered it necessary to reserve the right to make additional representations once 
the comprehensive evidence base studies were available. 

Officers were therefore recommending that appropriate provision be made within the review of 
the Regional Plan to accommodate future amendment based on the findings of the emerging 
CSS. The Plan should also provide Housing Market Areas with flexibility to determine the scale 
and distribution of growth, which would give the local planning authorities in North 
Northamptonshire the opportunity to choose the right locations for development and make 
balanced, well informed choices about the distribution of growth based on evidence that took 
account of local conditions. 

Committee Members supported the Officers report and said that with the help of the officers 
Corby would continue to show the way with regard to development. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Members endorsed the officer’s report to form the basis of submission as the Borough 
Council’s response to the EMRA consultation on the East Midlands Regional Plan: Partial 
Review – Options Consultation. 

22. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.30pm. 


