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Development Control Committee
Tuesday 20th December 2005 at 7pm
in Community Room, Lodge Park Sports Centre, Shetland Way, Corby

Present: Councillor Latta – Chair

Councillors O’Neill, Fawcett, Stanbra, Torrie,  Councillor Pengelly substituted
for Councillor Wade and Councillor Jackson substituted for Councillor Heggs.

42. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Wade, Heggs, Ferns, Rutt and Noble.

43. Declarations of Interest
Members were asked to declare any personal interests they may have in the business to be
discussed and/or indicate whether this was prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of any
interest, and whether they intended participating in the relevant agenda item.

Councillor Stanbra declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 04/00407/DPA – Two
Storey Extension to Great Oakley Medical Centre.

44. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
RESOLVED that: -
the minutes of the meetings held on 22nd November 2005 copies of which had been
circulated to Members, be received, taken as read and signed by the Chair as a correct
record.

45. Applications for Planning Permission
45.1 04/00407/DPA Two storey extension to Great Oakley Medical Centre AT 1 BARTH

CLOSE, GREAT OAKLEY, CORBY for Dr T Harris
The Head of Service for Regeneration and Growth presented the report which had previously
been discussed at the meeting on 18th October 2005 and 22 November 2005.

The scheme presently before Committee was significantly smaller in scale than earlier
submissions and previous concerns regarding Highway safety and car parking were no
longer considered to be valid.  Members had however in the November meeting deferred the
item for a site visit.  This enabled Members to see first hand the application site in its
surroundings.

The comments made by the Highway Authority in the final paragraph of their report was
noted but it nevertheless remained the case that the amount of parking provision shown was
in excess of the adopted maximum standard.

The recommended conditions listed within the main report required the applicant to submit
and agree a Travel Plan with the Highway Authority and the Local Planning Authority before
the development was brought into use.  Overall, having taken into account the issues raised,
it was considered that there was no reason to depart from the earlier recommendations and
that planning permission should be granted.

Mr Cowell attended the meeting and reiterated the concerns of residents, he stated that
Barth Road was of minimum width and that there was difficulty in manoeuvring and parking
and he informed the Committee that residents did not object to the facilities but still wished to
make Members aware of the parking issues.
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Dr Harris attended the meeting and thanked the Committee for considering the application.
He hoped that the visit had been of help and would consider any changes the Committee
thought necessary to allow the application to go ahead.  The need to increase the size of the
surgery was to provide a wide range of services for the local population and he stated that
any suggestions regarding parking would be considered.

Members discussed the issues raised and

RESOLVED that: -
The planning permission be granted as originally recommended subject to the comments of
the Highway Authority and the amended plans submitted by the applicant.

45.2 05/00346/OUT Construction of family dwelling AT THE OLD STATION, HATTON 
LAND, GRETTON for Mr and Mrs R J Swan

The Head of Service, Regeneration and Growth presented a report previously considered by
Committee on 22nd November 2005.  The report had been deferred pending a site visit.  The
November report noted that the steeply sloping site comprising part of the curtilage of the Old
Station, was occupied by a number of trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order
confirmed on 25th April 2002.  A previous application in 2003 for the erection of a four
bedroomed detached house had been refused in June 2003.

The report noted that the application did not include a Tree Protection Method Statement to
show how trees would be protected or the arboricultural implications of the impact of the
development upon trees.

Accordingly, it was concluded that the character and topography of this land on the edge of
the village and its location within a Special Landscape Area, made it an unsuitable site for
residential development.  However, Members deferred making a decision on the application
in order to undertake the site visit.

Mr Kantorowich attended the meeting and suggested that his applicant’s development would
improve the entrance to the village.  He also commented that the trees were not substantial
and were in a poor state.

Mr O’Connor attended the meeting in support of the application stating that as mentioned in
the November meeting, traffic speed was a problem in this area of the village and it was
hoped that a dwelling on the site would encourage people to slow down.  He suggested that
the trees if removed could easily be replaced and a house on the site would enhance the
entrance to the village.

Members made comment with relevance to the site visit and having now been on site,
believed there were no detrimental issues with building a dwelling in this location.

RESOLVED that: -
Planning permission be granted in accordance with relevant planning conditions and any
trees removed to be replaced.

45.3 05/00117/OUT Warehouse, Distribution and Employment Park (Use Class B1, B2 
and B8), with details of access,  main estate road, groundwork to 
create development plateau and Newt Reserve AT EX CORUS 
SITE, PHOENIX PARKWAY/MITCHELL ROAD for Wilson Bowden 
Developments Limited

The Head of Service, Regeneration and Growth, presented a report regarding a site to the
East of Phoenix Parkway and South of Mitchell Road.  The site was quarried for ironstone
between 1896 and 1950 and was back-filled principally with natural, over-burden materials.
The site was subsequently used as a storage area for slag and fuel dust, which was in turn,
mostly removed after the Steel Works closure in the 1980’s.
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A significant residue of contaminants remains.  The application was reported to 22nd

November 2005 meeting of the Committee, but withdrawn to allow for discussions with the
applicant over the minimum amount of B1 and B2 floorspace.

Relevant Policies had been taken into consideration as had the Milton Keynes and South
Midlands Sub Regional Strategy, the Structure and Local Plan and other material policy
considerations.

Consultation had taken place with NCC Sustainable Transport, Environmental Health,
Environment Agency, Engineers,  Highway Agency, NCC Rights of Way, East Northants
Council, English Nature, Wildlife Trust, North Northants Badger Group, Woodland Trust,
National Grid, Central Networks, East Midlands Electricity, Transco, Anglian Water and
Corby Power Limited.

• The key issues raised by the proposal were:

• Planning policy for the site and principle of development

• The appearance, scale and character of the building/development

• Access travel and traffic impacts

• The likely environmental consequences of the proposed development.

The principle of development was acceptable as B1, B2 and B8 range of uses and the RPG
8 and associated MKSM Sub Regional Strategy, re-established principles that supported
mixed use development.

To remedy any adverse impact it was suggested that development of a Master Plan  be
agreed with the applicant.  This was likely to comprise of two related components:-

• A three dimensional Master Plan of the development that showed clearly the
intended arrangement of spaces and buildings, including massing, orientation,
distribution of uses, densities, building lines and spaces.

• A supporting set of written requirements that explain the plan, including
dimensions where relevant and which address more detailed issues, including use
of materials, public art and landscaping.

It was recognised that the Master Plan was only a best estimate of the way that the site
development would proceed given that it was a market led scheme.  However, it would serve
to underline the key principle to be adopted in design.

Access, traffic and travel impact had been covered by way of Highways, cycle/footpath
routes, the likely environmental consequences of the proposed development, the remediation
of the contaminated land and control of dust and other construction impacts given the
proximity of the Power Station.

It was concluded that the development was welcomed as bringing a contaminated site into
productive use in a manner that preserved valuable elements of wildlife on the site.  The
development thereby met the expectations of regional and local policy to promote bio-
diversity, as well as driving economic improvement of an area.  Traffic impact on local
junctions required further discussion as would local access improvements.  These would be
addressed by  means of a legal agreement.

Members discussed the issues within the report and

RESOLVED that:-
Subject to prior completion of a legal agreement to secure:-

• A financial contribution towards the implementation of a footway/cyclepath along
the Willowbrook Water Course/Genner Road lagoon area;

• Implementation of a cycle route along the site frontage;
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• Other Highways works and/or financial contributions towards such Highway
Works;

• Travel Plan implementation;

• The maintenance of records of occupier identity and trade to ensure compliance
with Condition 6 of the Reserved Matters.

Permission bed granted subject to the Reserved Matters Conditions attached to the report.

(Councillor Stanbra left the meeting at 8.00pm).

45.4 05/00414/REG3 Extension to side of Old Village Community Centre to create 
kitchen and meeting room AT HIGH STREET, CORBY                  
for Corby Borough Council

The Head of Service, Regeneration and Growth, presented an application brought to
Committee as the applicant was Corby Borough Council.

The application considered a small extension to the side, near the front entrance to provide a
kitchen and meeting room at the Old Village Community Centre.  Relevant policies had been
considered.  No representations had been received and consultation had taken place with
Leisure Services and Engineers.

RESOLVED that:-
Planning permission be granted subject to the following condition:-

• the development must be begun not later than the expiration of three years,
beginning with the date of this permission.

45.5 05/00409/REG3 Alteration to window openings and install roller shutters to all 
windows AT ARRAN WAY COMMUNITY CENTRE, CORBY            
for Corby Borough Council

The Head of Service, Regeneration and Growth, presented an application brought to
Committee as the applicant was Corby Borough Council.

All relevant Policies had been taken into consideration and no representations had been
received and consultation had taken place with Engineers and the Environmental Services
Department.  The proposal sought to rationalise the window openings to facilitate the
installation of security shutters to be fitted under the eaves.

RESOLVED that:-
Planning permission be granted subject to the following condition:-

• the development must be begun not later than the expiration of three years,
beginning with the date of this permission.

46. Close of Meeting
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.00pm.


