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Local Plan Committee  
Wednesday 2nd May 2012 at 7.00pm  
in The Council Chamber, The Cube, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Pengelly (Chair) 

Councillors Beattie, McEwan, Heggs, Goult and Bromhall 

28. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Forshaw & Rahman. 

29. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item. No such declarations 
were made. 

30. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2012, copies of which had been circulated to 
Members, be received and agreed as a correct record. 

31. Publication of the National Planning Policy Framework 
The Principal Planner (Local Plans) presented a report outlining the contents of the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). In March 2012 the Government published the NPPF, 
this superseded the PPS and PPG Notes and provided the framework within which local 
development plans or local plans as they were called in the NPPF were developed and 
decisions on planning applications were made, it would have a very significant impact on 
shaping the future of the area. 

The Principal Planner (Local Plans) set out in the report an overview of the content of the 
NPPF under several headings including:- 

Achieving Sustainable Development 

The NPPF made it clear that the purpose of the planning system was to contribute to the 
achievement of sustainable development. There were three dimensions to sustainable 
development which meant the planning system had a number of roles Economic, Social and 
Environmental. 

The review of the Core Strategy presented an opportunity for the Council and Partners to 
clarify what sustainable development means in North Northamptonshire. 

 Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development 

The NPPF was a presumption in favour of sustainable development this should be seen as a 
golden thread running through both plan making and decision taking. 

The Twelve Core Planning Principles 

The National Planning Policy Framework is underpinned by the following core planning 
principles: 

1. Plan led system, empowering local people to shape their surroundings, with plans that 
provide a framework within which decisions on planning applications can be made with a 
high degree of predictability and efficiency 

2. Not simply about scrutiny but a creative exercise in finding ways to enhance and improve 
the places in which people live 

3. Proactively drive and support sustainable economic development 



Local Plan Committee   2 May 2012 

   8 

4. Securing high quality of design and good standard of amenity. 

5. Take account of the diverse roles and character of different areas, promote the vitality of 
the main urban areas, recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside 
and support thriving rural communities. 

6. Support the transition to a low carbon future, take account of flood risk, encourage the 
reuse of existing resources and the use of renewable resources. 

7. Contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural environment and reducing pollution. 

8. Encourage the effective use of land by reusing land that has been previously developed. 

9. Promote mixed use development, and recognise that some open spaces can perform 
many functions. 

10. Conserve heritage assets appropriate to their significance. 

11. Actively manage patterns of growth to make full use of public transport, encourage 
walking and cycling and focus significant development in locations which are, or can be 
made, sustainable. 

12. Support local strategies to improve health, social and cultural wellbeing. 

Plan Making 

The NPPF required each local Planning Authority produce a Local Plan for its area, prepared 
individually or as part of a joint committee, the local plan must be prepared with the objective 
of contributing to the achievement of sustainable development, they should therefore be 
consistent with the principles set out in the NPPF. 

The Local Plan would be assessed by an independent Inspector, it would have to be 
prepared in accordance with the Duty to Co-operate (deal with cross boundary issues), legal 
and procedural requirements and be ‘sound’ of which there would be four tests. 

Decision Taking 

The NPPF reiterates that in planning law the Development Plan took the lead role and 
planning applications must be determined in accordance with the Plan, unless material 
considerations indicated otherwise. The Framework only permitted existing policies (adopted 
since 2004) to have full planning weight for a 12 month period. The weight given to these 
existing policies after that time would depend on the degree of consistency with the 
Framework. 

This meant that locally the Core Strategy for North Northamptonshire which was adopted in 
2008 would continue to be relied upon for the purposes of development control for the next 
12 months. It was important that the ongoing review of the Core Strategy was progressed as 
quickly as possible to provide updated policy, thereby protecting the Council from speculative 
development proposals determined through the appeal system. 

The Officers report gave a brief description of the 12 Chapters listed previously and it was 
concluded that the publication of the NPPF provided the certainty against which to advance 
the replacement Core Strategy and associated Local Development Framework documents. It 
would be essential that the Local Planning Policies be prepared as quickly as possible to 
ensure that appropriate controls were in place for the Council to manage development and 
regeneration across the Borough. 

Cllr Heggs left the meeting at 7.15pm 

Members asked if Neighbourhood Plans would be assessed against the Framework, they 
were informed that everything had to be consistent as well as the Strategic Policy. HoS 
Planning and Environmental Services explained that the plan showed the hierarchy and all 
plans needed to be consistent. 

Chair asked if this was a living document because the Local Plan was from 1997. Officers 
explained that there were concerns about the strategy it needed to move on, there was the 
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1997 Local Plan and the 2007 Core Strategy would remain in place for 12 months but it 
would take longer than that to put a new one in place and so the 2007 strategy becomes 
weaker as time moves on. 

Members asked with regard to Chapter 7 who decided what design was and officers 
explained that there was a document SPD on Design, design was the key principle and the 
document allowed more innovative designs to be brought forward. Development control 
would make decision, design was the key principle, it was expected that over time further 
information would come forward with case law etc. 

Chair stated that Members had been going to JPC for three years and the same things were 
discussed time in time out, the finer details needed to be look at. JPC had produced a 
timetable and wanted to go to submission, the Principal Planner (Local Plan) explained that 
CBC were not ready to go to submission yet. The HoS Planning and Environment said he 
appreciated that there had been very little substance in the last JPC meeting but the Agenda 
for the next meeting was substantial and then it was hoped that they would move to 
consultation. 

It was concluded that the next few months would be testing, there were technical issues to 
sort out, Rushden Lakes needed to be voted down collectively, if that can be achieved then it 
should be possible to meet the timetable. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Members note the report 

32. Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 7.25pm. 


