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Local Plan Committee 
Wednesday 18th February 2009 at 7.00pm  
in Committee Room 1, Grosvenor House, Corby 
 
Councillors present: Councillor Pengelly(Chair) 
    Councillors Massie, Heggs, Miller-Barton, Bromhall 

    Councillor Butcher substituted 

 

28. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Harley. 

29. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED that: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th December 2008, copies of which had been 
circulated to Members, be received and taken as a correct record. 

30. Declarations of Interest 
Members were asked to declare any interest they might have in the business to be discussed 
and/or indicate whether these were prejudicial or non-prejudicial, the nature of the interest 
and whether they intend to participate in the relevant agenda item.  

Councillor Pengelly declared a personal prejudicial interest in the Northamptonshire Minerals 
and Waste Development Framework report. 

31. North Northamptonshire Sustainable Design Supplementary Planning Document 
The Local Plans Principal Planner presented the report seeking approval to adopt the North 
Northamptonshire Sustainable Design Supplementary Planning Document.  The SPD forms 
part of the new Local Development Framework and contains detailed policies to elaborate 
upon the general policies in the Development Plan documents that make up the Local 
Development Framework.  One adopted, an SPD would be one of the material 
considerations that could be taken into account when determining planning applications. 

The North Northamptonshire SPD had been produced by the North Northamptonshire Joint 
Planning Unit to supplement Core Spatial Strategy Policies 5, 14, 15, 16 and 17 relating to 
general sustainable development principles, design, energy efficiency, sustainable 
construction, sustainable housing provision, environmental character and green 
infrastructure.  The document ran for some 56 pages and a copy had been placed in the 
Members Room.  It was also available to view and download on the Joint Planning Unit 
website. 

During the six week consultation period 19 organisations and individuals responded.  It was 
reported to the Joint Planning Committee that overall, responses to the SPD were mixed with 
partner agencies and statutory consultees generally in support of the document but having 
points of detail and clarification.  Responses from the private sector were also mixed, raising 
concerns over the value of the SPD but also providing constructive comment regarding 
content and implementation. 

Corby Borough Council’s response was generally supportive however, it previously raised 
concerns over the application of the document at a local level, particularly the relevant 
documents/further information section and practicalities of implementing it within the Local 
Authority.  Officers within the Development Control Department had not formally put the 
document into use given its unadopted status,  however, developers were being encouraged 
to acknowledge the document and recognise it in the formulation of planning applications. 
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It was concluded that the report noted that many of the comments made by Local Plan 
Committee had been embraced by the final version of the document and that overall there 
was much in the SPD to be welcomed and remained appropriate. 

Members stated there were obvious examples that would change in the future that may have 
been agreed on applications already agreed.  Officers explained that detailed design 
agreement with builders at Reserved Matters stage could be looked at as the applications 
came in even though the application overall had been agreed. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Members agree to adopt the North Northamptonshire Sustainable Design Supplementary 
Planning Document. 

32. Local Development Scheme 
The Local Plans Principal Planner presented a report for Members to consider and agree 
revisions to the Local Development Scheme preparation programme.  The Local 
Development Scheme (LDS) or Project Plan for the Local Development Framework (LDF) 
was a public statement setting out which planning documents would make up the LDF and 
when they would be produced over a three year period.  The LDS for Corby was incorporated 
within the North Northamptonshire LDS covering the work of the Joint Planning Unit as well 
as East Northamptonshire District Council, Kettering Borough Council and the Borough 
Council of Wellingborough. 

The current LDS which was available on the website of the Joint Planning Unit was approved 
by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee on 7th July 2007 but now required 
updating to take account of progress so far and amendments to the configuration of Corby’s 
LDF.   

A detailed timetable for the LDF had now been produced following internal review and 
detailed discussions with key stakeholders, including representatives from the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit and Atkins, the Council’s retained LDF Consultants. 

The Council remained committed to preparing Supplementary Planning documents where 
necessary to support higher level development plan documents.  The Government however 
was currently considering reforms to the planning system which would speed up the process 
of producing LDF documents. 

Following the Council’s decision, a copy of the timetable and profiles would be submitted to 
the Joint Planning Unit for inclusion in the North Northamptonshire LDS.  They would in turn 
consult the Planning Inspectorate about how realistic the timescales were for those 
documents which need to be formally examined.  Amendments would be made to reflect their 
comments before the LDS was formally submitted to the Government Office. 

Once the LDS was finally submitted to Government Office they had 28 days to comment 
formally.  If they do not make any comments, the LDS would be approved at the end of the 
time. 

It was concluded that the timing of the site allocations had been updated following internal 
review and detailed discussions with key stakeholders.  As a result, the updated LDS 
presented an ambitious timetable for delivery of the LDF with the site allocations DPD to be 
progressed over the next two years. 

Chair raised a concern regarding consultation requesting that in future, Members should be 
able to raise their concerns and requests during the document being built. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Members agree the revisions to the Local Development Scheme.   
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33. Progress on the review of Conservation Areas at Rockingham and Weldon 
The Local Plans Officer presented a report for Members to consider and comment on the 
draft Conservation Area appraisals and management plans for Rockingham and Weldon.  
There were currently ten Conservation Areas within the Borough and Local Authorities were 
required to designate Conservation Areas, keep them under review and designate further 
areas as appropriate. 

It was the quality and interest of areas rather than that of individual buildings which should be 
the prime consideration in identifying Conservation Areas.  There had been increasing 
recognition in recent years that the experience of a historic area depended on much more 
than the quality of individual buildings.  Conservation Area designation should be seen as the 
means of recognising the important of all these factors and of ensuring that Conservation 
Policy addressed the quality of townscape in its broadest sense as well as the protection of 
individual buildings. 

The definition of an Area of Special Interest should derive from an assessment of the 
elements that contribute to it.  Conservation Areas vary greatly but certain aspects would 
almost always form the basis for a coherent assessment, including: 

• Historical development 

• Archaeological significance and potential 

• The prevalent building materials 

• Other Green features 

The assessment should always note those Unlisted buildings which make a positive 
contribution to the special interest of the area and which would be referred to as local interest 
buildings within the appraisal and identified in Blue in any Conservation Area boundary map. 

Permitted development rights would become restrictive within the Conservation Area as 
outlined in the amended Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) 
Order that came into force in October 2008 whereby: 

• Extensions would not be permitted beyond the side wall of a dwelling house and 
more than one storey if proposed at the rear. 

• Roof alterations would not be permitted. 

• Building structures would not be permitted between the side elevation of the 
dwelling and boundary. 

• The chimney, flue, soil or vent pipe would not be permitted on a wall or roof 
slope which fronted a highway and was part of the principal or side elevation.   

A specialist Listed Buildings and Conservation Consultant had been appointed to appraise 
Rockingham and Weldon and to provide Conservation Area appraisals and Management 
Plans in line with recent English Heritage guidance and the resolution of the Local Plan 
Committee on 18th June 2008. 

Rockingham Conservation Area 
Rockingham was one of the first areas in the County of Northamptonshire to be made a 
Conservation Area Designated in October 1970.    The current Conservation Area essentially 
included all the village buildings built on either side of the road that ran through the 
settlement.  It had been recommended that the boundary of the Conservation Area be 
amended to include Rockingham Castle and substantial parts of its grounds, landscaping, 
woodlands, including the North and South Lodges at the entry points into the Castle Estate.  
The report stated 

“the village of Rockingham and the Castle on the promontory above it, with the Parish Church 
set on the hillside between the two are so inextricably linked one with the other that it is 
surprising that the Castle and its grounds were not included in the original boundary when the 
Conservation Area was designated”. 
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The boundary should also be extended to include other areas of historic value including the 
former Mills sites off the Cottingham Road and an area to the North of the Cottingham Road 
(B672) and Gretton Road.  An area between 6 The Cottons and the Telephone Exchange 
should also be included. 

Weldon Conservation Area 
Weldon was designated as a Conservation Area on 13th June 1988.   The Conservation Area 
included all of the original older village buildings in the separate hamlets of Great Weldon to 
the South and Little Weldon to the North, with High Street set between the two and the 
Village Green to the North of the Willow Brook. 

It was recommended that the boundary of the Conservation Area be revised to include the 
new housing development at Cricketer’s Green, the area of land adjacent to the Manor 
House, Branson Mews at the corner of Chapel Road and Gretton Road and the central part 
of Bridge Street to act as a link to the upper part of the Conservation Area that included Little 
Weldon. 

Consultation  
Public consultation on the draft Conservation Area appraisals and associated management 
plans commenced on 2nd February 2009 and would run for six weeks until the 16th March 
2009.  Consultation would follow the principles of the North Northamptonshire Statement of 
Community Involvement.  Key stakeholders had been involved in its preparation and public 
consultation was ongoing on the local communities. 

Once consultation had been completed, the appraisals and resulting management proposals 
would be revised to take account of all the comments made by Council Members and 
members of the public.  The revised documents and a summary of the consultation 
responses would then be reported to the Local Plan Committee for approval and 
subsequently Development Control Committee for adoption as a “Material Consideration for 
Development Control Purposes”. 

RESOLVED that:- 
Members comment on the draft Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans for 
Rockingham and Weldon and note the dates for the forthcoming public consultation events. 

Councillor Pengelly left the meeting and Councillor Bromhall took the Chair. 

34. Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework 
The report was presented by the Local Plan Officer to inform Members of the 
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework proposed submission 
documents and to recommend a response to the consultation exercise. 

The Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework or MWDF would be the 
land use planning strategy for minerals and waste related development in the County.  It 
provided the basis for investment in new waste and minerals development in 
Northamptonshire and where in the County it should go. 

The County Council were currently consulting on the proposed submission (also known as 
the Regulation 27 Stage) of the Locations for Minerals Development DPD and the Locations 
for Waste Development DPD. 

There had been three previous consultations on the locations and in early 2007, the County 
Council consulted on issues and options (as part of the consultation on three of the MWDF 
documents).   

As a result of responses received in consideration of local circumstance, County Council then 
narrowed down the options and sites to identify the preferred options and sites that were 
considered to be the best way forward. 

In December 2007 members of the Local Plan Committee endorsed the preferred options 
proposal subject to the impact of waste development being fully recognised and mitigated. 
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A supplementary consultation undertaken in October 2008 for the preferred options 
document for the locations for waste development DPD. 

Mark Chant (Head of Planning Policy at Northamptonshire County Council) attended Local 
Plan Committee and presented the proposals to Members.  The Committee agreed that a 
response be submitted highlighting inaccuracies in the industrial plans and recommending 
that they be altered in preparation of the submission version of the Plan.  Representations at 
this stage of consultation would have to be made on the legal compliance and soundness of 
the document.  The period on which to make representations on the document ran until 12th 
March 2009. 

A number of sites had been identified through the MWDF site assessment methodology for 
the most appropriate options for minerals related development within the County.  None of 
the identified sites fell within the Corby Borough and there had been no additional sites put 
forward.   

Paragraph 3.1.2. confirmed the intention to use 1.2million tons of limestone from the Priors 
Hall site in connection with an adjacent urban extension.   

National Guidance PPS10 stated that MWDF should identify through allocation sites equating 
to a ten year supply of waste management facilities.  Consequently, the capacity gap for new 
facilities to meet set out in Core Strategy Policy CS1 was taken forward in two ways. 

• Specific sites for waste management facilities within the County 

• Specific locations where waste management uses would be acceptable in 
principle. 

There were still issues with regard to the Oakley Hay and Weldon Road plans as contained in 
Appendix 1 to the report.  The Oakley Hay plan had discounted industrial land behind the 
Spread Eagle pub and the Weldon Road plan had included a parcel of land that was 
identified for housing in the Local Plan and emerging Local Development Framework. 

It was therefore recommended within the Council’s response that two revised plans were 
sent to the County Council and an objection made against the test of soundness.  To be 
justified, the document needed to be based upon a robust and credible evidence base, be 
relevant to the place in question and up to date. 

Appendix 2 attached to the report contained the location plans for the Corby South-East and 
Corby Central-East integrated facilities that had been allocated a “Regional” role and 
catchment area of up to 50 mile radius.  Northamptonshire County Council had been 
contacted and further information had been made available at the meeting. 

Officers expressed their concerns with regard to the additional documents received by 
Members and stated that it was poorly worded and had not been changed.   

Members were concerned that the information they had received and  

RESOLVED that:- 
As a response to the locations for waste development DPD consultations, Corby Borough 
Council object to the plans on the basis that: 

• Paragraph 3.1.8 is inaccurate in stating that apart from Northampton, the sites in 
Policy W1 already had a waste management use or permission for such a use at 
the start of 2006. (Justified test for soundness). 

• Downgrading the sites and concentrating regional facilities in Corby effectively 
alters the overall approach to distribution of waste management facilities.  In 
turn, this undermines the assessment work and participatory procedures already 
undertaken (justified test of soundness). 

• Concentrating two regional facilities within Corby is not consistent with the 
distribution of facilities across the urban spine as outlined in the Spatial Strategy 
for Waste Management within the Core Strategy (effective test of soundness). 
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• Paragraph 3.1.7 states that the integrated waste management facilities would 
have a capacity of no less than 400,000 tons per annum.  This would equate to 
1,200,000 tons per annum.   This would equate to an over provision in line with 
the strategic requirements of Policy CS1 of the Core Strategy, therefore two 
integrated waste management facilities are not required in Corby to meet 
provision targets (effective test of soundness). 

• The two plans for Oakley Hay and Weldon Road associated with Policy W3 of 
the Plan are inaccurate and are not based on the evidence that is available 
(justified test of soundness). 

Members also expressed their concerns that two regional sites did not fit in with the 
regeneration of the town and therefore, did not fit the image that was currently being 
promoted. 

35. Close of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 7.45pm. 


